^• 


.aJSi'* 


# 


#  ♦ 


'ict 


A 


THE 


WORKS 


O  F 


Dr.  Jonathan  Swift, 

Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin. 
VOLUME      XIV. 


LONDON, 

Printed    for    W.  Bowyer,    L.  Davis    and 
C.  Reymers,    and  J,    Dodsley. 

«JDC  C  IX  VI* 


;:  o   v.- 


SRLF 

O    F 

VOLUME      XIV. 


j/^^  Account  of  a  Monument  ere6ied  to  the  Memory 
of  Dr.  Swift  in  Ireland  Page  i 

LETTERS  from  Dr.  Swift  relative  to  Mr. 
Faulkner. 

I.  Tfl  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;    reco7nmending  Mr, 

Faulkner  to  his  Lordfnp  6 

II.  to  Mr.  Faulkner,  on    the  Folly  of  imputing 

Publications  to  particular  Authors,  by  their 

Style  7 

III.  To  Mr.   Faulkner  ;   giving  him  InJlruP.ions 

for  anew  Edition  of  Gulliver  8 

IV.  To  Dr.  Bolton,   Archbijhop  of  Cafliel ;  def 

crihing  Mr,   Faulkner's    CharaSfer  to   his 

Grace  g 

V.  To  Lord  Howth  ;    another  Recommendation  of 

Mr.  Faulkner  lo 

VI.  To  Mr.  Faulkner  ;  on  his  Deftgn  of  re-printing 

Mr.  Pope's  TForks  II 

VII.  To  Mr.  Benjamin  Motte,  on  the  Adiantages 

the  Bookfellers  of  England  cyijoy  over  thtfe  of 

Ireland.  J2 

Vol.  XIV.  A  VIII.  To 


W  CONTENTS. 

VIII.  TIj  thf  Mayor,  Aldermen,  i5fc.  of  the  City  of 
Corke,  fent  to  them  when  the  Dean  returned 
the  Injirument  of  his  Freedom  on  account  of 
no  Reafon  having  been  ajfigned  for  its  being 
conferred  on  him  i6 

IX.  To  Mr.  Faulkner ;  on  the  great  Merits  of 
Humphrey  French,  Efq,  Lord-Mayor  of 
Dublin     »  18 

LETTER    X. 

To  Mrs.  Caefar ;  a  polite  Compliment  to  that  Lady  on 
the  Conjlancy  of  her  Friendjhip  for  him  20 

LETTER     XL 
To   Mrs.   Ccefar ;    recommending    Mrs.    Barber  to 
her  22 

LETTER     XII. 
To  the  Provofl  and  Senior  Fellows  of  Trinity-Col- 
lege, Dublin  i  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Dunkin         25 

LETTERS    TO    Dr.    KING, 
Archbifhop  of  Dublin. 

An  introductory  Account  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Kino-     28 

I.  Requefling  to  he  excufed from  attending  at   the 

Triennial  Vifitation  05 

\\.  On  the  remitting  of  the  Firfl -fruits  and  Tenths 

of  the  Clergy  3^ 

III.  Relating  the  then  prefent  State  of  the  political 

World  37 

IV.  On  the  Firf -fruits  39 

V.  The 


CONTENTS.  V 

V.  The  Prince  of  Denmark's  Death ;  and  the 

Confeqttences  thence  expe^ed  45 

VI.  The  expeSled  Change  in    the  Minijlry   de- 

fcribed  4^ 

Vll.  His    Progrefs    in  the   Affair  of  the  Firji- 

fruits  ; — Dr.  King's  ConduSf  applauded; 

— Swift's  Reafons  for  propofing  to  go  St' 

cretary  to  Yienm  5 1 

VIII.  The  Delays  the  Firjl -fruits  met  with  55 

IX.  The  Method  of  his  Reception  by  the  Earl  of 

Godolphin  ;  with  Anecdotes   of  the  rejl 
of  the  Minijlry  59 

X.  Mr.  Harley's  Readinefs  in  obliging  our  Au- 

thor 63 

XI.  Informing  his  Grace  that  the  remitting  of  the 

Firjl- fruits  was  obtained  70 

XII.  Complaining  of  the  Behaviour  of  the  Bijhops 

in  Ireland  72 

XIII.  The  fame  SubjeSl^  Tnore  copioujly  treated     74 

XIV.  His  Defire  that  Dr.  King /hould  fucceed  to 

the  Primacy  80 

XV.  Mr.  Harley's  Attention  to  the  Firjl-fruits 

XVI.  Guifcard's  Attempt  on  Mr.  Harley's  Life 

related  87 

XVII.  Dr.  Swift  prevents   his  Graced  Repittation 

being  hazarded  in  a  News-Paper  92 

XVIII.   Secret  Intelligence  cf  the  Court  95 

XIX.  Public  State  of  the  Nation  -y— Firjl -fruits  at 

ajiand; — A  Plan  for  improving  the  Eng- 

lifli  Language  99 

A  2  XX.  Ssme 


VI 


CONTENTS. 


XX.   Some   Particulars  relating  io  the    Tirjl- 
fruits  1 04. 

XXI.  Hints  on  the  approaching  Peace. Re- 

flexions  on  his  own  private  State       109 

XXII.  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  refufes  to  flt  in 

Council   with  the   Duke   of  Somerfet 

XXIII.  The   Duke  of  Somerfet  obtains  a    Vote 

againji  the  Minijlry  by  a  Finejfe      wj 

XXIV.  The  critical  Situation  of  the  Lord  Trea- 

furer  122 

XXV.  The   ProfpcSl  of  Peace  begins  to  appear 

dubious  1 26 

XXVI.  The  Difficidtics  tvhich  retard  that  Work 

XXVII.  Political  Obfervations  1 33 

XX V  III .  The  Peace  vindicated  1 36 

XXIX.  Remarks  on  French  Negotiations  140 

XXX.  Z)r.  Parnell  reco?n?ne>tdedtotheJrchbiJhop, 

to  fucceed  Dr.   Swift  in    his  Prebend  \ 

the  latter  being  appointed  Dean  of  St. 

Patrick's  '  145 

XXXI.  J  Supplement  to  the  foregoing  146 

XXXII.   Mr.  Thomas  VVarburton    recommended 

to  the  Vicarage  of  Rathcool  and  Pre^ 

lend  of  Sagard  148 

XXXIII.  Familiarity  with  great  Minifiers  of  little 

Value  150 

XXXIV.  The  political  State  ©/"Ireland  conftdered  153 

XXXV.  On 


CONTENTS.  VI 

XXXV.  On  pur  chafing  a  Glehe  for  the  Vicarage 
of  Laracor.  Remarks  on  the  PrO' 
•uofTs  turning  out  the  Anatomy  LeC" 
turer  jcy 

XXXVI.  The  purchafng  of  the  ^Glebe  compleated 

i6i 

XXXVII.  Dr.    Pratt's  Vindication  of  hiinfelf  in 

not  accepting  a    Deanry  without  fame 

particular  Mark  of  Favour^    that  th* 

World  might  not  think  him  driven  to 

that<f  hecaufe  the  King  could  not  trufl 

him  with  a  Mitre  164 

XXXVIII.  A  Continuation  of  the  fame  SuhjeSi     168 

XXXIX.  The   Deans   Defire  that  the   Bijhop  of 

Clogher  Jhoidd  ere£I  a  new  Palace  in 

his  Diocefe  I71 

XL.  A  Letter  of  Compliments  to  his  Grace  174 

XLI.  A  Complimentary  Billet,  inclofing  a  Let^ 

ter  from  Knightly  Chetwood,  Efq-y 

178 

XLII.  Account   of  the  Primate'' s  Death.     The 

Dean  wijl)es  Dr.  King  to  fucceed  him 

179 
A  Sermon  on  the  Difficulty  of  Knowing  one's-felt 

181 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  Swift  to  Sir  Charles  Wogan,  an 

Officer  in  Spain  202 

Treat ife  on  Good- Manners  and  Good-Breeding       210 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  Swift  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kendall, 

Vicar  of  Thoxnton.  219 

POEMS. 


vlii         CONTENTS. 

POEMS. 

Ballyfpellin,   hy  Dr.  Sheridan  22^ 

Anfivcr  hy  Dr.  Swift  228 

Riddles  231 234 

The  Logicians  refuted  234 

Ode  on  Science  236 

The  Puppet-Jhow  238 

On  Pfyche  241 

To  Mrs.    Houghton  of  Bormount,    upon  praifwg 
her  Hufband  to  Dr.  Swift  242 

On  the  Collar  of  Mrs.  Dingley's  Lap-dog  ibid. 

A  left-handed  Letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan  245 

Upon  flealing  a  Crown  when  the  Dean  was  afeepy   by 
Dr.  Sheridan  245 

The  Deans  Anfwer  ibid. 

Probatur  aliter  246 

To  a  Friend^  who  had  been  much  ahufed  in  mdny  dif- 
ferent Libels  248 
On  noify  Tom  249 
The  fame  paraphrafcd  250 
The  Windfor  Prophecy                                           252 
Verfes  occaftoned  by  the  fudden  drying  up  of  St.   Pa- 
trick's Well  255 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Jackfon  262 
A  Copy  of  a  Copy  of  Verfes  from  Thomas  Sheridan, 
Clerk,  to  George  Nim-Dan-Dean,  Efq;          265 
A  Dialogue  between  an  eminent  Lawyer  and  Dr,  Swift, 
D.  S.  P.  D.                                                266 

Paul  us. 


CONTENTS.  ix 

Paulus,  by  Air.  Lyndf:iy  266 

The  Jnfivery  by  Dr.  Swifr  •  269 

On  Dr.  Rundle,   Bijh:p  of  Derry  274 

The  Fable  of  the  Bitches  277 

Copy  of  the  Birth-Day  Verfes  on  Mr.  Ford  279 

A  Petition  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  s/"  Grafton  284. 
His  Grace  s  An fwer  288 

Dean  Swift  at  Sir  Arthur  Achefon's  in  the  North  of 

Ireland  290 

The  Storm  ;  Minerva's  Petition  292 

Infer ipt ion  on  a  Compartment   of  Dr.  Swift's  T^f^ww- 

w^?z^//z  Col  lege- Green  295 

An  Epigram^  occafioned  by  it  ibid. 

Infcription  under  the  Deans  Portrait  in  the  Pioiure- 

Gallery  at  Oxford  296 

Tranjfation  of  the  Infcription  ibid. 

The  Sentiments   entertained  of  Dr.  Swift  by  feveral 

eminent  Authors,  297 


A  N 


AN 
ACCOUNT 
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MONUMENT 

Erected  to  the  Memory 

OF 

Dr.   SWIFT,   in    Ireland. 

To  IVIr.  George  Faulkner. 

Sir,  Nealc,  Feb.  14,  1750. 

I  HAVE  at  laft  finifhed,  what  you  have  often 
heard  me  wifh  I  might  be  able  to  do,  a  mo- 
nument for  the  greatefl  genius  of  our  age,  the 
late  dean  of  St.  i^iz/r/V-^'j.  The  thing  in  itfelf  is 
but  a  trifle  ;  but  it  is  more  than  I  fhould  ever  have 
attempted,  had  I  not  with  indignation  feen  a  coun- 
try (fo  honoured  by  the  birth  of  fo  great  a  man, 
and  fo  faithfully  fervcd  by  him  all  his  life)  fo  long 
and  fo  (hamefully  negligent  in  erecting  feme  mo- 
nument of  gratitude  to  his  memory.  Countries 
are  not  wife  in  fuch  neglccl  ;  for  they  hurt  them- 
felves.  Men  of  genius  are  encouraged  to  apply 
Vol.  XIV.  B  their 
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their  talents  to  the  fervicc  of  their  country,  when 
they  fee  in  it  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 
have  dtferved  well  of  them.  The  ingenious  Pete 
CajUe  told  me  at  Paris^  that  he  reckoned  it  thd 
greateft  misfortune  to  him  that  he  was  not  born 
an  Englifhman  ;  and,  when  he  explained  himfelf, 
it  was  only  for  this,  that,  after  two  hundred  years, 
they  had  erefted  a  monument  to  Shake/pear ;  and 
another  to  a  modern,  but  to  the  greateft  of  them. 
Sir  Ifaaf  Newton.  Great  fouls  are  very  difinter- 
efted  in  the  affairs  of  life  :  they  look  for  fame 
and  immortality,  fcorning  the  mean  paths  of  in- 
tereft  and  lucre  :  and,  furely,  in  an  age  fo  mer- 
cenary as  ours,  men  fhould  not  be  fo  fparing  to 
give  public  marks  of  their  gratitude  to  men  of  fuch 
virtue,  dead,  however  they  may  treat  them  liv- 
ing ;  fince  in  fo  doing,  they  befpeak,  and  almoft 
infure  to  themfelvcs,  a  fucceflion  of  fuch  ufeful 
perfons  in  fociety.  It  was  with  this  view  that  I  have 
determined  to  throw  in  my  mite. 

In  a  fine  lawn  below  my  houfe,  I  have  planted 
an  hippodrome.  It  is  a  circular  plantation,  con- 
fifting  of  five  walks  j  the  central  of  which  is  a 
horfe-courfe,  and  three  rounds  make  exadly  a 
mile.  All  the  lines  are  fo  laid  out,  that,  from 
the  centre,  the  fix  rows  of  trees  appear  but  one, 
and  form  lOO  arches  round  the  field  ;  in  the  cen- 
tre of  which  I  have  ere£led  a  mount,  and  placed 
a  marble  column  on  its  proper  pedeftal,  with  all 
the  decorations  of  the  order  j  on  the  fummit  of 
which   I    have  placed  a  Pegafusy  juft  feeming  to 

take 
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take  flight  to  the  heavens';  and,  on  the  dye  of  the 
pedeftal  I  have  engraved  the  following  infcription, 
written  by  an  ingenious  friend. 

IN    MEMORIAM    JONATHAN    SWIFT,    8-    T.    P. 
VIRI    SINE    PARI. 

Aonidum  fontes  aperis,    divine  poeta, 

Arte  nova  :  aethereas  propriis,  ut  Pegafus,  alis 

Scande  domos :  aeternum  addet  tua  fama  columnae 

Huic  memori  decus.    Hie,  tanti  quam  polTumus 

umbram 

Nominis  in  mcntem  facro  revocare  quotannis 

Ludorum  ritu  juvat ;  hie  tibi  parvus  honoruni 

OfFertur  cumulus  :    laudum  quo  fine  tuarum 

Copia  claudatur  qui  quaerit,  gentis  lernae 

PckSlora  fcrutetur,  latumque  interroget  orbera, 

MDCCL. 


I  have  alfo  appointed  a  fmall  fund  for  annual 
premiums  to  be  diftributed  in  the  celebration  of 
games  at  the  monument  yearly.  The  ceremony  is 
to  laft  three  days,  beginning  the  firft  of  Alay^ 
yearly.  On  this  day,  young  maids  and  men  in 
the  neighbourhood  are  to  afl'emble  in  the  hippo- 

B  2  drome. 
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drome,  \vith  their  garlands  and  chaplets  of  flowers, 
and  to  dance  round  the  monument,  fme;ing  the 
prailcs  of  this  ingenious  patriot,  and  ftrewing 
■with  flowers  all  the  place  :  after  which,  they  are 
to  dance  for  a  prize ;  the  beft  dancer  among  the 
maids  is  to  be  prefcnted  with  a  cap  and  ribbands  ; 
and,  after  the  dance,  the  young  men  are  to  run 
for  a  hat  and  gloves. 

The  fecond  day,  there  is  to  be  a  large  market 
upon  the  ground  :  and  the  mofl  regular  reel  and 
count  is  to  have  a  guinea  premium  ;  and  the  per- 
fon  who  buys  the  greatcft  quantity  of  yarn  is  to 
have  a  premium  of  two  guineas. 

The  third  day,  the  farmer  who  produces  the 
beft  yearling  calf  of  his  own  breed  is  to  have  two 
guineas  premium;  and  he  that  produces  the  faireft 
colt  or  filly,  of  his  own  breed  likewife,  not  over 
two  years  old,  fhall  receive  a  premium  of  two 
guineas  alfo. — Thus  the  whole  will  not  exceed 
ten  pounds  ;  and  all  thefe  afeful  branches  of  our 
growth  and  manufacture  will  be  encouraged,  ijv 
remembering  the  patron  who  with  fo  much  care 
and  tendcrnefs  recommended  them  to  others,  and 
cheriihed  them  himfelf. 

I  am,  Dear  SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
J.  B. 
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DOCTOR     SWIFT 

Relative'  to  Mr.  F  A  U  L  K  N  E  U. 

Some  through  ignorance,  and  others  fro7n  envy,  hav- 
ing been  impofed  on,  it  hath  been  reported,  and 
even  piihlijhed,  that  the  editor  of  Swift's  Works 
had  not  any  acquaintance  with  the  author  ;  andpar^ 
iicularly  Dr.  Hawkfworth,  a  gentleman  of  genius 
and  merit,  zuas  alfo  led  into  this  mifiake  by  fome 
London  Bookfeller :  Air.  Faulkner  is  therefore 
obliged,  in  vindication  of  his  chava5ler,  to  publijh 
fome  of  the  Deans  letters  to  him,  to  convince  [a] 
the  world  of  the  favourable  opinion  he  had  of  him, 
and  the  friend/hip  and  confidence  he  was  pleafed  to 
honour  him  with.  The  originals  of  which,  and 
many  other  letters,  may  be  feen  in  his  hands. 

[a]  That  this  conviftion  might  extend  to  England  as  well  as  Ire- 
Inn  J,  we  have  printed  moft  of  thofe  letters,  omitting  only  two  or  three 
which  contained  nothing  material  in  them.  The  reft  wc  have  re- 
tained, as  they  are  charadcriftic  of  the  dean  and  others,  and  difpJay 
that  lite  and  humour,  which  give  an  agreeable  colour  to  all  his  con- 
acxions.     EngUp  edittrt. 

>  B  ^  LET- 
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LETTER      L 

To  the  E  A  R  L  of  O  X  F  O  R  D  [b]. 

Dublin^  Feb.  i6,    1733. 
My  Lord, 

TH  E  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner^  the  prince  of 
Dublin  printers,  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  you  this.  He  tells  me,  your  lordfhip  was 
fo  gracious  as  to  admit  him  Into  your  prefence, 
and  receive  him  with  great  condefcenfion,  which 
encouraged  him  to  hope  for  the  fame  favour  again, 
by  my  mediation,  which  I  could  not  refufe.  Al- 
though, for  his  own  profit,  he  is  engaged  in  a 
work  that  very  much  difcontents  me,  yet  I  would 
rather  have  it  fall  into  his  hands,  than  any  others 
on  this  fide. 

I  am  juft  recovered,  in  fome  degree,  of  two 
cruel  indifpofitions,  of  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  af- 
ter feven  months.  I  have  got  my  hearing,  but  the 
other  evil  hangs  ftill  about  me,  and  I  doubt  will 
never  quite  leave  me,    until  I  leave  it. 

I  hope  your  lordfhip,  and  lady  Oxford  [c']  2iX\A 
lady  Margaret  [^],  continue  in  perfe<5t  health.     I 

\h]  This  nobleman,  Edivard  Harhy,  was  only  Co*  to  Roherf,  lord 
high  treafurer  of  Gnat-Br-itain,  who  died  Afay  21,  1724. 

[c]  Lady  Henrietta  Ca-vcndljh  Holies,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  his 
gT3ce  Join  Holies,  d\i]ce  of  Ncwca/lle,  was  married  to  his  lord/hip  the 
31ft  of  Ofhber,  1713. 

[d]  This  lady  \m  married  to  JVilUam  Bentinch,  duke  of  Portland,  July 

pray 
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pray  God  preferve  you  all,  for  the  good  of  your 
friends,  and  your  country. 

I  am,  with  entire  refpecl  and  efteem. 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient 

And  moft  obliged  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER      n. 

Mr.    Faulkner, 

WITHOUT  the  leaft  regard  to  your 
wager,  I  do  aflure  you,  upon  my  word 
and  reputation,  that  I  am  not  the  author  of  one 
fingle  line  or  fyllable  of  that  pamphlet,  called,  An 
infallible  Scheme  to  pay  the  Debts  of  the  Nation  ;  and, 
as  it  is  a  very  unjuft,  fo  it  is  equally  an  imprudent 
and  fallible  proceeding,  to  pronounce  determi- 
nately  on  our  tafte  and  knowledge  of  ftyle  or 
manner  of  writing,  where  very  good  judges  are 
often  deceived  j  and  in  this  cafe,  few  men  have 
fuffered  fo  much  as  myfelf,  who  have  borne  the 
reproach  of  many  hundred  printed  papers,  which 
I  never  faw.  I  do  likewife  proteft  in  the  fame 
manner,  that  I  did  not  v-rite  the  epigram  upon 
Taylor  [^],  nor  heard  of  it  until  Mr.  Pilkington 
fhcwed  it  me  in  manufcript.     Therefore,  pray  de- 

[.']  The  famous  oculift. 

B  4  Cre 
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fire  your  wagerer  from  me,  to  be  more  cautious 
in  determining  on  fuch  matters,  and  not  to  ven- 
ture the  lofs  of  his  money  and  credit  with  fomuch 
odds  againft  him. 

I  am. 

Your  afFedlionate  Servant, 
Deanry-Houfe, 
Mar.  29,  1732.  J.  SWIFT. 

If  this  fancy  fhould  hold,  of  taxing  me  v^^ith  all 
the  papers  that  come  out,  and  at  the  fame  tirae 
I  fhould  take  a  fancy  to  be  a  vi^riter,  I  fhall  be 
difcovered  when  I  have  no  mind,  for  it  will  be 
only  to  catcchife  me  whenever  I  am  fufpeded. 

LETTER      III. 

Mr.  Faulkner, 

ID  E  S I R  E  Mrs.  Pilk'wgton  will  deliver  you  the 
paper  relating  to  Gulliver^  which  I  left  with 
her  hufband.  For,  fmce  you  intend  to  print  a 
new  edition  of  that  book,  I  muft  tell  you,  th^t 
the  Englijh  printer  made  feveral  alterations  which  I 
much  difapprove  of,  and  cannot  fct  them  right 
without  thofe  papers. 

If  I  am  not  miftakcn,  Mr.    Pilklngton  hath  ar) 
edition  of  Gulliver^  where  the  true  original  copy 

is 
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is  interleaved  in  manufcript ;  I  defire  I  may  alfo 
fee  that  book. 

I  am. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

J  SWIFT. 


^une  29,  1733. 


LETTER      IV. 

To  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Cajhel*, 

Dublin,  Augujl  14,  1735. 
My  Lord, 

THE  bearer,  Mr.  F^«/^;z<?r, our  famous  print- 
er, goes  in  an  hour  to  fee  Kilkenny  and 
Cajhel,  to  gather  up  his  country  debts.  Ten  to 
one  your  grace  may  owe  him  a  dozen  {hillings, 
and  your  town  coflee-houfe  (if  you  have  one)  a 
dozen  more.  But  his  pretences  to  me  for  writing, 
arc  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  your  grace  by 
a  line  in  my  hand,  I  am  not  in  fear  of  his  fham- 
ing  me  as  others  have  done  ;  however,  I  would 
not  have  you  leave  your  manufcripts  fcattered  about 
your  room,  for  he  would  be  terribly  tempted  to  beg 
them,  and  return  them  back  next  winter  in  four 
volumes,  as  he  ferved  me ;  although  I  never  let 
him  touch  or  fee  one.  He  has  the  name  of  an 
honeft  man,  and   hath  good  fcnfe  and  behaviour. 

*  Dr.  Tbeopbilus  Boltcn, 

I  have 
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I  have  ordered  him  to  mark  narrowly  whatever  you 
are  doing,  as  a  prelate,  an  architedi,  a  country 
gentleman,  a  politician,  and  an  improver ;  and  to 
bring  me  a  faithful  account  when  he  returns ;  but 
chiefly  about  your  health,  and  what  exercife  you 
make  ufe  of  to  increafe  or  preferve  it.  But  he  is 
in  haftc  to  be  gone,  and  I  am  forced  to  conclude, 

I  am,  with  the  greatefl  refpec^, 

My  lord,   your  grace's 

Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

L    E    T    T    E    R      V. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Howth. 

Dublin^  AuguJ}  14,  1735. 
My  Lord, 

TH  E  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner^  came  to  me  juft 
an  hour  before  he  was  taking  a  journey  to 
Kilkenny  and  Cajhel^  and  defired  I  would  write  by 
him  to  your  lordfhip  and  the  archbifhop,  only  to 
let  your  lordftiip  know,  that  he  is  an  honeft  man, 
and  the  chief  printer  ;  and  that  I  know  him,  and 
treat  him  with  indulgence,  becaufe  I  cannot  help 
it.  For,  although  he  printed  what  I  never  would 
have  done,  yet  he  got  the  confent  of  my  friends, 

and 
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and  fo  I  fhall  get  nothing  by  being  angry  with 
him.  He  hopeth,  as  a  citizen,  to  be  admitted  to 
you  lords  and  ladies  In  the  country,  and  I  am 
contented  you  fhall  make  him  welcome  ;  but  take 
care  you  put  no  manufcripts  in  his  hands  ;  other- 
wife,  perhaps  there  will  be  the  works  of  the  Righr 
Hon.  &c.  and  of  my  lady  and  the  [g]  giant,  neatly 
bound  next  winter.  Aly  lady  Achefon  hath  not  been 
well  fince  fhe  left  the  town  ;  but  her  mother  is 
almoft  perfedlly  cured,  except  the  lofs  of  her  eye. 
I  owe  my  lady  Howth  a  letter,  I  believe.  I  delire 
my  moft  humble  fervice  to  her  and  the  giant.  I 
have  time  to  fay  no  more,  but,  that  I  am. 

Your  lordfhip's  mod  obedient  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT„ 

LETTER      VL 

Mr.  Faulkner, 

I  A  M  anfwering  a  letter  I  had  from  Mr.  Pope, 
when  1  was  at  Caven.  My  abfence  and  fick- 
nefs,  fince  I  retired,  have  hin^dered  me  from  writ- 
ing to  him.  He  complains  of  his  unluckynefs 
that  you  could  never  find  him  at  home,  which, 
he  fays,  fince  his  mother's  death,  he  is  often  ab- 
fent  from.  I  here  will  tranfcribe  a  paragraph 
which  relates  to  you,  and  I  defire  you  will  return 

[^]  -^  ^'^0'  ^''^'  young  lady,    nearly  related  to  lord  Hoivtb. 

an 
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an  anfwer  to  it,   time  enough  for  me  to  fend  a  let- 
ter to-night,  and  I  will  infert  the  fum  of  it. 

*'  As  to  his  (Mr.  Faulkner's)  defign  about  my 
works,  I  beg  you  will  defire  him  to  poftpone  it, 
until  he  fees  the  duodecimo  edition  of  them  here, 
with  the  firft  volume,  publifhed  by  Lintot :  for 
that,  joined  to  the  reft  by  Gillever  [/;],  will  make 
the  compleateft  hitherto  extant,  and  is  revifed  by 
me.     I  guefs  they  will  be  out  about  Chrijlmas." 

Pray,  let  me  know  what  anfwer  I  fhall  make  to 
Mr.  Pope :  write  it  down  and  fend  it  by  any  mef- 
fcnger,  the  fooner  the  better,  for  I  am  an  ill  wri- 
ter at  night. 

I  am,  yours,  &c. 
7^».  8,  1735-6. 

J.  SWIFT. 

I  think  you  may  fend  your  anfwer  by  the  bearer, 
for  it  need  not  take  above  two  lines. 

LETTER      VII. 
To  Mr.  Ben].  Motte,  Bookfeller,  in  London. 

S  I  R,  Dub/in^  May  25,  1736. 

IL  A  T  E  L  Y  received  a  long  letter  from  Mr. 
Faulkner^   gricvoufly  complaining  upon  feve- 
ral   articles  of  the  ill  [/j  treatment   he   hath   met 

[b]  Laivtor.  Gilkver,    a  Bookfeller. 

[»J  M^/rt- filed  a  bill  in  Chancery  in  England,  againrt  Faulkner,  for 
printing  Swifi'i  works,  to  IvOp  the  fale  of  theinri  there,  vhich  made  the 
tuthor  'ATite  this  letter. 

with 
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with  from  you,  and  of  the  many  advantageous 
offers  he  hath  made  you,  with  none  of  which  you 
thought  fit  to  compJy.  I  am  not  qualified  to  judge 
in  the  fa£l,  having  heard  but  one  fide ;  only  one 
thing  I  know,  that  the  cruel  opprefllons  of  this 
kingdom  by  England  are  not  to  be  borne.  You 
fend  what  books  you  pleafe  hither,  and  the  book- 
fellcrs  here  can  fend  nothing  to  you  that  is  written 
here.  As  this  is  abfolute  opprcfllon,  if  I  were  a 
bookfeller  in  this  town,  I  would  ufe  all  the  fafe 
means  to  reprint  London  books,  and  run  them  to 
any  town  in  England  that  I  could,  becaufc,  who- 
ever neither  oft'ends  the  laws  of  God,  or  the  coun- 
try he  liveth  in,  committeth  no  fin.  It  was  the 
fault  of  you  and  other  bookfellers,  who  printed 
any  thing  fuppofed  to  be  mine,  that  you  did  not 
agree  with  each  other  to  print  them  together,  if 
you  thought  they  would  fell  to  any  advantage.  I 
believe  I  told  you  long  ago,  that  Mr.  Faulkner 
came  to  me,  and  told  me  his  intention  to  print 
every  thing  that  my  friends  told  him  they  thought 
to  be  mine,  and  that  I  was  difcontented  at  it ;  but 
when  he  urged,  that  fome  other  bookfeller  would 
do  it,  and  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  my 
friends,  and  leave  out  what  I  pleafed  to  order  him, 
I  faid  no  more,  but  that  I  was  forry  it  {hould  be 

done  here. But  I    am  fo  incenfed  againft  the 

opprefllons  from  England^  and  have  io  little  re- 
gard to  the  laws  they  make,  that  I  do,  as  a  clergy- 
man, encourage  the  merchants  both  to  export 
wool   and   woollen  manufaflurcs  to  any  country 

in 
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in  Europe^  or  an^^  where  clfc  ;  and  conceal  it  from 
the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  as  I  would  hide  my 
purfe  from  a  highwayman,  if  he  came  to  rob  me 
on  the  road,  although  England  hath  made  a  lavJ" 
to  the  contrary  \^k\  :  and  fo  I  would  encourage 
our  boolcfellers  here  to  fell  your  authors  books 
printed  here,  and  fend  them  to  all  the  towns  in 
England^  if  I  could  do  it  with  fafety  and  profit ; 
bccaufe  (I  repeat  it)  it  is  no  offence  againft  God 
or  the  laws  of  the  country  I  live  in.  Mr.  Faulkner 
hath  dealt  fo  fairly  with  me,  that  I  have  a  great 
opinion  of  his  honefty,  although  I  never  dealt 
with  him  as  a  printer  or  a  bookfeller  ;  but  fmce 
my  friends  told  me,  thofe  things,  called  mine, 
would  certainly  be  printed  by  fome  hedge-book- 
feller,  I  was  forced  to  be  paflive  in  the  matter.  I 
have  fome  [/]  things  which  I  fhall  leave  my  exe- 
cutors to  publifh  after  my  deceafe,  and  have  di- 
reded  that  they  (hall  be  printed  in  London.  For, 
except  fmall  papers  and  fome  treatifcs  writ  for  the 
ufc  of  this  kingdom,  I  always  had  thofe  of  any 
importance  publiflied  in  London^  as  you  well  know. 
For  my  own  part,  although,  I  have  no  power  any 
where,  I  will  do  the  belt  offices  I  can  to  counte- 
nance Mr.  Faulkner.  For,  although  I  was  not  at 
all  plcafed  to  have  that  collection  printed  here,  yet 

[A]  This  wc  apprehend  is  better  patriotifm,  than  good  cafuiftry  : 
¥ut  perhaps  we  too  arc  prejudiced  ijj  our  turns,  by  the  dean's  own 
principle.     1'he  Evglijh  Bookjcllcrs. 

[/]  Direftions    to  Servants,  and  the  hiftory  of  the  lall  fcfllon  of 
fi^uecn  Ar.nc,  and  of  the  peace  of  Utrcclt,  both  fince  printed. 

2  none 
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none  of  my  friends  advifed  me  to  be  angry  with 
him,  although  if  they  had  been  printed  in  Londosi 
by  you  and  your  partners,  perhaps  I  might  have 
pretended  to  fome  little  profit.  Whoever  may 
have  the  hazard  or  advantage  of  what  I  {hall  leave 
to  be  printed  in  London  after  my  deccafe,  I  will 
leave  no  other  copies  of  them  here;  but,  if  Mr, 
Faulkner  (hould  get  the  firft  printed  copy,  and  re- 
print it  here,  and  fend  his  copies  to  England,  I 
think  he  would  do  as  right  as  you  London  book- 
fellcrs  who  load  us  with  yours.  If  1  live  but  a 
few  years,  I  believe  I  fhall  publifh  fome  things 
that  I  think  are  important ;  but  they  fhall  be 
printed  in  London,  although  Mr.  Faulkner  were 
my  brother.  I  have  been  very  tedious  in  telling 
you  my  thoughts  on  this  matter,  and  fo  I  remain^ 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 


LET- 
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LETTER      VIII. 

To  the  Right  Worfhipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen^ 
Sheriffs,  and  Common-Council,  of  the  city  of 
Corke. 

Dcanry-Houfej  Dublin  Aug.  15,  1 737. 

Gentlemen, 

RECEIVED  from   you,  fome  weeks  ago, 


I 


the  honour  of  my  freedom  in  a  filver  box,  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Stannard  [w]  ;  but  it  was  not 
delivered  to  me  in  as  many  weeks  more ;  becaufe, 
I  fuppofe,  he  was  too  full  of  more  important  bu- 
finefs.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  wholly  confined 
by  ficknefs,  fo  that  I  was  not  able  to  return  you 
my  acknowledgement ;  and,  it  is  with  much  dif- 
ficulty L  do  it  now,  my  head  continuing  in  great 
diforder.  Mr.  Faulkner  will  be  the  bearer  of  my 
letter,  who  fets  out  this  morning  for  Corke. 

I  could  have  wilhed,  as  I  am  a  private  man, 
that,  in  the  inftrument  of  my  freedom,  you  had 
pleafed  to  aflign  your  rcafons  for  making  choice  of 
me.  I  know  it  is  a  ufual  compliment  to  beftow 
the  freedom  of  the  city  on  an  arch-bifliop,  or 
lord-chancellor,  and  other  pcrfons  of  great  titles, 
merely  upon  account  of  their  ftations  or  power  : 

[rr]  Eaton  Stanr:ard,E{n;  then  recorder  of  Dublin,  and  afterward* 
made  his  majefty's  prime  fcrjeant  at  law,  in  the  room  of  Anthar.y 
Msknt,  Efq;  fincc  promoted  t«  the  chancellor/hip  of  the  exchequer. 

but 
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but  a  private  man,  and  a  perfe£l  ftranger,  without 
power  or  grandeur,  may  juftly  expedl  to  find  the 
motives  afligncd  in  the  inftrument  of  his  freedom, 
on  what  account  he  is  thus  diftinguiflied.  And 
yet  I  cannot  difcovcr  in  the  whole  parchment  fcrip 
any  one  reafoii  offered.  Next,  as  to  the  filver  [w] 
box,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  my  name  upon  itj 
nor  any  one  fyllable  to  fhew  it  was  a  prefent  from 
your  city.  Therefore  I  have,  by  the  advice  of 
friends,  agreeable  with  my  own  opinion,  fent  bac!t 
the  box  and  inftrument  of  freedom  by  Mr.  Faulk- 
ncr,  to  be  returned  to  you  ;  leaving  to  ybur  choice, 
whether  to  infert  the  reafons  for  which  you  were 
plcafcd  to  give  me  my  freedom,  or  beftow  the  box 
tipon  fome  more  worthy  pcrfon,  whom  you  may 
have  an  intention  to  honour,  becaufe  it  wiU 
equally  fit  every  body. 

I  am,  with  true  efteem 

and  gratitude,  gcntlemeii, 

your  moft  obedient,  and 

obliged  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 

[«]  In  confcquence  of  this  letter,  there  was  an  Infcriptlon,  and  the 
city  arms  of  Corke,  engraved  on  the  box,  and  rcafonj  in  the  parch- 
ment fcrip  for  prefenting  him  with  the  frccdonj  of  that  city. 

Vol.  XIV.  C  .        T-ET- 
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LETTER      IX. 
To  Mr.  FAULKNER. 

Deonry-Houfe,  Dublin,  'Jan.  6,  1737-8. 

S  I  R, 

IHAV  E  often  mentioned  to  yoa  an  earneftde- 
firc  I  had,  and  ftill  have,  to  record  the  merit 
and  fervices  of  the  lord-mayor  Humphrey  Froichy, 
whom  I  often  defired,  after  his  mayoralty,  to  give 
me  an  account  of  many  paflages  that  happened  in 
his  mayoralty,  and  which  he  has  often  put  off,  on 
the  pretence  of  his  forgetful nefs,  but  in  reality 
of  his  modefly  :  I  take  him  to  be  a  hero  in  his 
kind,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  imitated  by  all  his 
fucceffors,  as  far  as  their  genius  can  reach.  I  dc- 
fire  you  therefore  to  enquire  among  all  his  friend* 
whom  you  are  acquainted  with,  to  prefs  them  to 
give  you  the  particulars  of  what  they  can  remem- 
ber, not  only  during  the  general  conduiSt  of  his 
life,  wherever  he  had  any  power  of  authority  in 
the  city  ;  but,  particularly,  from  Mr.  Maple,  who 
was  his  intimate  friend,  who  knew  him  beft,  and 
could  give  the  mofl  juft  clfirailcr  of  himfelf  and 
his  actions. 

When  I  f^iall  have  got  a  fufFicient  information 
of  all  thefc  particulars,  I  will,  although  I  am  op- 
prefTed  with    age  and   infirmities,   ftir  ap  all  the 

little 
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little  fpirit  I  can  raife,  to  give  the  publick  an  ac- 
count of  that  great  patriot  j  and  propofe  him  as 
an  example  to  all  future  magiflratcs,  in  order  to 
recommend  his  virtues  to  this  miferablc  kingdom. 

I  am, 

/ 

S  I  R, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
JON.  SWIFT. 

^rs.  C-'efar  was  ivife  of  Charles  Csefar,  Efq; 
ttwnher  of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hertford, 
who  was  committed  to  the  Tow^rfT/"  London,  Dec. 
19,  1705,  for  fo?ne  reflexions  in  the  hoife  5/"  Com- 
mons, on  the  earl  of  (jodolphin,  then  lord  high 
ireafurer  of  England.  In  17 1 1,  Mr-.  Caefar  was 
appointed  treafurer  of  the  navy  in  the  rooin  of  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Efq\  afterwards  a  knight  of  the 
garter^  tvho  tvas  created  carl  of  Orfofd,  Feb. 
9,  1 74 1.  This  lady  was  alfo  mother  to  Julius 
Caefar,  a  brave  fcldier^  a  general  in  the  fervice  of 
his  Britannic  Majejiy  in  Germany  [April,  1762]. 
The  dean  correfponded  ivith  this  lady,  who  was  re~ 
markable  fr  her  good  fnfc^  friendjlnp  and  polite^ 
nefs,  andrnuch  cjlecmed  by  the  nobility  and  gentry y 
and  all  peoplt  of  tafic,  genius  and  learning  j  ana 
therefore  w'e  imagine  the  following  Utters  will  be 
acceptable. 

C2  To 
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LETTER      X. 

To  Mrs.  C  J^  s  A  R. 

Madam, 

A  MONG  a  few  little  vexations,  uch  as  beg-" 
jLJl  gary,  flavery,  cOxTuption,  ignorance,  wanr 
of  friends,  faction,  oppreflion,  and  fome  other 
trifles  of  the  like  nature,  that  we  philofophers  ought 
to  defpife ;  two  or  three  ladies  of  long  acquaint- 
ance, and  at  a  great  diflance,  arc  ftiU  fo  kind  as 
to  remember  me ;  and  I  was  always  proiid,  and 
pleafcd  to  a  great  degree,  that  you  happened  to  be 
one,  fmce  conflancy  is,  I  think,  at  ieaft  as  fel- 
dom  found  in  friendfhip  as  in  love.  Mrs.  Barber, 
when  I  fee  her,  is  always  telling  me  wonders  of 
the  continual  favours  you  have  conferred'  on  her, 
and  that,  without  vour  intcrpofition,  the  fuccefs 
of  her  errand  would  have  hardly  been  worth  the 
journey;  and  1  muft  bear  the  k)ad  of  this  obliga- 
tion without  the  lead  poflibility  of  ever  returning 
it,  otherwife  than  by  my  beft  wifhes  for  the  pro- 
fperity  and  health  of  you  and  your  family  :  for,,  in 
fpight  of  all  your  good  words,  I  am  the  moft  in- 
fiTfiificant  man  of  this  mofl  infio-nificant  country. 
I  have  been  tycd  by  the  leg  (without  being  mar- 
ried) for  ten  months  paft,  by  an  unlucky  flrain, 
which  prevented  the  honour  and  happinefs  I  pro- 
pofed   to  myfelf  of  waiting  on  you  often   during 

this 
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•this  laft  fummer :  and  ansthcr  year  at  my  period 
of  life  is  like  an  inch  in  a  man's  nofe ;  yet,  I  flat- 
ter myfelf,  that  next  fpring  I  may  take  one  voyage 
.more,  when  you  will  fee  me  altered  in  every  dif- 
pofition  of  body  and  mind,  except  in  my  refpecfts 
for  you  and  all  that  belong  to  you.  There  is  one 
part  of  Mr.  Popes  compliment  which  I  cannot 
make  you  ;  for  I  could  not  with  the  ftricteft  fearch 
find  one  letter  too  many  in  any  of  your  words, 
although  I  found  a  thoufand  words  too  few  in 
your  letter ;  therefore,  I  accepted  and  underftood 
it  only  as  a  billet  juft  writ  while  Mrs.  Barber  ftood 
by  in  her  hood  and  fcarfF,  juft  ready  to  take  her 
leave  and  begin  her  journey  :  and  what  is  worfe, 
I  fufpe£l  that  fhe  was  forced  to  follicit  you  long,  * 
becaufe  fhe  wanted  a  certificate  under  your  hand 
to  convince  me  that  fhe  was  not  an  impoflor. 

I  will  not  fay  one  word  in  Mrs.  Barber  s  be- 
half, for  fhe  wiH  always  continue  to  deferve  your 
protection,  and  therefore  fiie  may  be  fure  you  will 
always  continue  to  give  it  her. 

I  hope  Mr.  Cafar  is  in  good  health,    and  defire 
he  will    accept  the  offer  of  my  moft  humble  fer- 
vice,  with  my  hearty  wifhes  for  your  whole  f;;mily. 
I  am,  with  true  refpecl, 
Madam, 
Your  moft  obedient,  and 

moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

D  3  LET- 
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LETTER      XL 

Dublin,  July  30,  1733. 
To  Mrs.  CjEsar. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

I  COULD  not  let  Mrs.  Barber  leave  us  for 
good-and-  all,  without  honouring  her  with 
the  carriage  of  a  letter  from  your  old  humble  fer- 
vant  and  conftant  lover  :  (he  hath  been  afflidled 
with  fo  many  repetitions  of  the  gout,  that  her 
limbs  are  much  weakened,  and  her  fpirits  funk; 
neither  can  I  well  blame  her,  confidering  her  grand 
affair  of  fubfcriptions  muft  needs  have  flackened 
in  her  abfence.  Neither  could  flie  be  in  much 
difpofition  to  increafe  her  volumes,  for  health  and 
good  humour  are  two  ingredients  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  in  the  poetical  trade  j  but,  I  hope,  your 
countenance  and  protection  will  recover  her  fpirits, 
and  her  hopes,  and  her  genius.  I  imagine  fhe 
looks  on  you  as  her  chief  patronefs;  becaufe,  al- 
though fhe  be  abundiantly  grateful  to  all  her  pro- 
tecT:ors,  yet  I  obferve  your  name  moft  often  in 
her  mouth.  I  wifh  it  were  in  my  power  to  take 
the  fame  journey  ;  but  neither  the  health,  nor  the 
bad  ftate  of  my  private  affairs,  will  give  me  power 
or  leave  :  I  cannot  make  fhift,  nor  bear  fatigues 
as  I  ufcd  to  do.  To  live  in  England  half  as  toler- 
ably as  I  do  here,  would  ruin  me.     I    muft   have 

two 
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two  fcrvants,  and   three  horfes,    and    dare  drink 
nothing  but  wine  ;  and    my  ragged  church  rents 
would  never  be  paid  in  my  abfence.     My  lord  Bo~ 
ringbroke  and  Mr.  Pspe  preis  me  with   many   kind 
invitations,   but  the  former  is  too  much  a  philofo- 
pher;  he  dines  at  fix  in  the  evening;  after  ftudy- 
ing   all   the   morning  until    the    afternoon  ;  and, 
when  he  hath  dined,  to  his  ftudics  again.  Mr.  Pope 
•can  neither  eat  nor  drink,  loves  to  be  alone,   and 
hath    always  fome  poetical   fcheme  in    his   head 
Thus  the  two  beft  companions  and   friends  I  evet 
had,   have  utterly  difqualified  thcmfclves   for  my 
converfation,  and  my  way  of  livmg.     Mr.   Popc^ 
who  had  often  promifcd   to  pafs   a   fummer  feafoa 
with  me  here,  if  he  out-lived   his   mother,  foon 
after  her  death  waved  the  firfl  opportunity  ot  per- 
forming his  promife  two  months  ago,  of  coming 
over  with  eafe,  and   in   company  of  dean  Cottcrel 
[5]  and    his    fifter ;    he  faid,  we  fhould  kill  him 
with  eating  and  drinking.     I  had  a  very  conveni- 
ent apartment  for   him  in  t\\Q  Dcanry-houfe :     He 
would  have   all  the  civilities  of  this    town  ;  and 
Mrs.  Barber  will  tell  you  that  we   never  want  a 
dozen  or  more   of  very  valuable  pcrfons,   and   of 
both  fexes,  with  whom  to  converfe  j  I  chid  him 
foundly  in  my  laft  letter  for  his  want  of  friend- 
fliip  or  refolution.     You   fee,  madam,    I  am  full 
of  talk  ;  but  you  are  to  blame,  for  I  imagine  my- 
fclf  in  your  company,  which  is    indeed   no  great 

[9]  Afterwards  bilhop  of  Leigblin  and  Ferns, 

C  4  com- 
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compliment  j  and,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  it  is  no|: 
true,  for  I  fliould  be  much  better  pleafcd  to  be 
your  hearer.  However,  I  fhould  certainly  a{k  you 
a  thoufand  queftions  concerning  yourfclf,  and  Mr. 
Co-far^  and  your  whole  fiimily.  I  have  received 
fo  much  fi  icndfliip  and  (o  many  civilities  from  you 
both,  th.it  1  ihall  ever  own  my  obligations ;  which 
are  much  increafed  by  Mrs.  Barber's  feeding  my 
vanity,  with  telling  me,  that  you  did  not  receive 
her  worfe  for  her  being  recommended  by  me;  yet, I 
confefs,  her  exprefllons  were  in  fomcwhat  ftrpnger 
terms.  Pray  God  hiefs  you  and  your  whole  family. 
I  defire  you  will  prelcnt  my  moft  humble  fcrvicQ 
to  Mr.  Cafar. 

I  am,  with  the  grcatefi;  refpccl. 

Madam, 

Your  moil  obedient,  and 

pioft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 


Tht 
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^hc  fcllowing  letter  to  the  prcvoji  and  fcUovui  cf  the 
lonverfity  cf  Dublin  plainly  Jheivs  the  author  s 
fricndjhip  to  gentlemen  of  genius  and  learnings 
although  unacquainted  zuith  theni ;  hut,  focn  after 
this,  Mr.  Duiikin  %uns  introduced  to  the  dean, 
zvho  did  him  further  fervices,  by  recommending  him 
to  Dr.  Bolton,  archbijhop  <?/'Caihcll,  who  ordaine^ 
him  for  holy  orders. 

LETTER      XIL 

To  the  Provoft  and  Senior  Fellows  of  Trinity- 
College,  Dublin. 

Julys,   1736. 
Rev.  and  worthy  Sirs, 

AS  T  had  the  honour  of  receiving  fome  part 
of  my  education  in  your  univerfity,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  be  of  fome  fervice  to  it  while  I 
had  a  fhare  of  credit  at  court,  as  well  as  fince, 
when  I  had  very  little  or  none,  I  may  hope  to  be 
excufed  for  laying  a  cafe  before  you,  and  offering 
my  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  Dunkin,  whom  you  all  know,  fent  me  fome 
time  ?go  a  memorial   intended  to  be  laid  before 

his 
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you,  which,  perhaps,  he  hath  already  done.  His 
requeft  is,  that  you  would  he  pleafed  to  enlarge 
his  aiiimity  at  prefent,  and  that  he  may  have  the 
lame  right,  in  his  turn,  to  the  firft  church  pre- 
ferment, vacant  in  your  gift,  as  if  he  had  been 
made  a  fellow,  according  to  the  fcheme  of  his 
aunt's  will  ;  becaufe  the  abfurdity  of  the  condition 
in  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  old  woman's  ig- 
norance, although  her  intention  be  very  manifeft; 
ind  the  intention  of  the  teflator  in  all  wills  is 
chiefly  regarded  by  the  law.  What  I  would  there- 
fore humbly  propofe  is  this,  that  you  would  in- 
crcafc  his  penfion  to  one  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
2nd  make  him  a  firm  promife  of  the  firft  church- 
living  in  your  difpofal,  to  the  value  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year,  or  fomewhat  more.  This  I 
take  to  be  ,a  reafonabie  medium  between  what  he 
hath  propofcd  in  his  memorial,  and  what  you 
allov/  him  at  prefent. 

I  am  almoii  a  perfect  ftranger  to  Mr.  Dunkin^ 
having  never  fetn  him  above  twice,  and  then  in 
jnjxcd  company,  nor  fliould  I  now  know  his  per- 
fon  if  I  met  him  in  the  ftreets.  But  I  know  he 
is  a  man  of  wit  and  parts  ;  which,  if  applied  pro- 
perly to  the  bufinefs  of  his  function,  inftead  of 
poetry  (wherein  it  muft  be  owned  he  fometimes 
cxcclls),  might  be  of  great  ufc  and  fervicc  to  him. 

I  hope  you  Vi^ill  plcafe  to  remember,  that,  fmco 
your  body  hath  received  no  inconfiderable  bene- 
faction from  the  aunt,  it  will  much  iacrcafe  youf 

reputation, 
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reputation,  rather  to  err  on  the  generous  fide  to- 
wards the  nephew. 

Thefe  arc  my  thoughts,  after  frequently  reflecSt- 
ing  on  the  cafe  under  all  its  circumftances  j  and 
To  I  leave  it  to  your  wifer  judgments. 

I  am,  with  true  refpecl  and  efteem. 

Reverend  and  worthy  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

moft  huinble  fervant, 
Deanry-Houfe^ 
Julys.  1736.  J-  SWIFT. 
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A  very  friendly  correfpondence  having  been  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  between  Dr.  King, 
ArchbifliopofDw3///i,and  Dr.  Swift,  D.S.P.D. 
it  maybe  proper  to  prefix  fome  account  of  his 
Grace  before  the  following  letters,  for  which  we 
Ihall  make  no  apology. 

TJ/'IL  L I  AM  KING  was  born  at  Antrim  the 
jirjl  day  of^lixy  1 650,  and  ivas  dcfcmded from 
an  ancient  family  of  the  houfe  of  Burras  in  the  North 
cf  Scotland,  from  whence  his  father  removed  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  to  avoid  engaging  in  the  fo- 
lemn  league  and  covenant ;  brought  his  ejfe£fs^  and 
ftttkd  his  family  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  t}:e 
above  William  was  born^  and  had  the  pleafure  of 
living  to  fee  his  fon  promoted  to  the  bijhoprick  of 
Derry. 

In  1662,  he  was  fent  to  a  l^^t'm  fchool  in  the  county 
yo/"  Tyrone,  and  the  iSth  c/' April,  1667,  entered 
the  Univerfity  of  Dublin.  Jn  1 670,  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  Batchelor  of  Arts  \  in  1673,  that  of  Mafler  \ 
and  the  fame  year  was  ordained  a  Deacon  by  Dr. 
Moflbm,  bijhop  of  Derry.  On  the  ibth  of  April, 
1674,  he  was  ordained  a  Pricfl  by  Dr. ^^Q\\n  Parker, 
archbijhop  of  Tuam.  In  1688,  he  was  conflituted 
Frcfulcnt  of  the  Chapter  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin; 
and,  on  the  26th  cf  January  following,  was  ele£fed 
Dean  by  the  Chapter.  In  i68g,  /;/  took  his  degree  of 
Do^or  of  Divinity.  He  was  promoted  to  the  bijhop- 
rick if  Derry  on  the  c^th  of  January,   0.  S.  1690, 

and 
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ffnd  wai  coTifecrated  in  Chu(\i-ChuTch,  Dublin,  t/j>f 
2 ^th  of  the /aid  month.  Upon  the  promrAion  of  Dr. 
Narciflus  Marfli,  archhijhop  of  Dublin,  ta  the 
archil jhoprick  of  Armagh,  Dr.  King  was  tranjlated 
from  Derry  to  the  fee  of  DuhVin^  the  ii //;«/' March, 
1702.  Idis  grace^  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  was 
four  different  times  one  of  the  Lords  fujUces  of  Ire- 
land, for  his  great  loyalty  avd  attachment  to  tl>e  pro- 
tejiant  religion^  av.d  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  He  died 
at  the  archiepifcopal  palace  at  St.  Sepulchre's,  Dub- 
lin, en  the  ^th  cf  May,  1 729,  having  entered  into 
the  Soth  year  of  his  age ;  and  was  buried  on  the  north 
fide  of  Denny  brook  church.^  near  Dublin,  withcut 
any  fnoninnenty  tomb,  or  infcription,  as  he  had  dirccfed 
ifi  his  life  ti?ne. 

His  private  charities  were  very  ample  and  confidcr- 
aide  ;  hut  fo  cautioufy  and  fecrctly  difpenfed,  that  it 
is  i?npoffible  to  give  a  particular  account  cf  them. 
After  he  was  tranfatcd  to  the  fee  of  Dublin,  he  re- 
paired and  adorned  the  palace  cf  St.  Sepulchre's, 
which  was  if^^  ruinous  condition^  by  expending  above 
3CO0/.  on  improvements^  and  erccJed  a  court-hcufe 
for  his  archiepifcopal  manor  at  his  own  charge.  He 
purchafed^  from  the  late  lord  Rofs  and  others,  many 
impropriate  tithes,  to  add  to  the  livings  cf  the  clergy  in 
his  diccefe,  to  make  them  glebes,  and  for  le£furejl:ips. 

He  gave  in  his  life-time  500/.   to  the  Univcrfiiy  cf 
Dublin,  towards  founding  a  divinity  lefture  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  who  intended  to  enter  into  holy  orders ; 
and  devifed  500/.  more  to  pur  chafe  a  further  mainten- 
ance and  endcivment  for  the  faid  lefiure.     He  alfo 

dtvifed 
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dcvifed  1 50/.  to  ibe  poor  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  He 
gave  500/.  in  his  life-time  to  the  Blue-Coat  hofpital 
in  Dublin,  and  300/.  to  the  fund  arifing  from  the 
hpplicatioK  of  the  firfi  fruits.^  for  piirchaftng  glehet 
and  impropriate  tithes  fr  the  increafe  of  poor  vicar- 
ages. 

His  hofpitality  was  fiiitahle  to  the  digrAty  of  his 
charaiier  andfiation,  end  the  whole  courfe  of  his  con- 
verfation^  innocent,  chearful,  07ul  improving  ;  for  he 
lived  in  the  conjiant  prai^ice  of  every  Chrijlian  virtue 
that  could  adorn  the  public  or  private  life. 

In  1687,  Peter  Manby,  dean  of  Derry,  having 
publij})ed  at  Dublin,  in  quarto,  a  ptitnphlet,  intituled^ 
The  confiderations  which  obliged  Peter  Manby^ 
dean  of  Derry^,  to  embrace  the  Catholic  religion ; 
humbly  dedicated  to  his  Grace  Dr.  Michael  Boyle, 
the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland  \  Dr.  King  immediately 
wrote  an  anfwer.  Mr.  Manby,  encouraged  by  the 
court,  and  ajji/led  by  the  mojl  learned  champions  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  publijhed  a  reply,  under  this  title, 
A  reformed  Catechifm,  in  two  Dialogues  concern- 
ing \.\\Q  EngUP)  Reformation,  If^c.  in  Reply  to  Mr. 
King's  Anfwer,  k^c.  Our  author  foon  rejoined  in  A 
Vindication  of  the  Anfwer.  Mr.  Minby  dropped 
the  controverfy,  but  difperfcd  a  loofe  Jl)eet  of  paper, 
artfully  writ,  with  this  title,  A  Letter  to  a  Friend, 
fhewing  the  vanity  of  this  opinion,  that  every 
man's  fenfe  and  reafon  are  to  guide  him  in  matters 
of  faith.  Our  author  foon  pub  lifted  his  anfwer.  In 
l6Hg,  our  author  was  twice  confined  in  the  cajlle  of 
Dublin,  by  order  of  king  James  IL  and  the  fame 

year 
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^tar  commenced  doSior  of  divinity.     In  1 690,    he  was 
advanced  to  the  fee  of  Derry.     In  i6gi,  he  puhlipjci 
at  London,  in  quarto^  The  ftate  of  the  protcftants 
of  Ireland  under  the  late  king  James's  government, 
l3'c.   "  an  hijiory^  fays  bijhop  Burnet,  as  truly  as  it  is 
**  finely  zvritten."    He  had  by  him  at  his  death  attejted 
vouchers  of  every  particular  faSi  alledged  in  this  book, 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  his  relations.  In  1 693, 
his  lordjhipy  finding  the  great  number  cf  proteJlarU  dlj- 
fenters  in  his  diocefe  of  Derry  increafcd  by  a  iiajl  addi- 
tion of  colonies  from   Scotland,  in  order  to  perfucdc 
them  to  conformity  to   the  eflahlifned  church.,  pubiijhed 
A  difcourfe  concerning  the  inventions  of  men  ui 
the  vvorfhip  of  God.    Air.  Jofcph  Boyfc,  a  difjcnt- 
ing  7ninijlcr,  wrote  an  a/zfivcr.     Xhe  lijhap   arfwcrcd 
Mr.  Boyfe.     The  latter  replied.     The  bif})op  rejoined. 
In  1702,  he  pubiijhed  at  Dublin,  in  quarto^  his  ce- 
lebrated treatife   De  Origine  Mali.     Mr.  Edmund 
Law,  M.  A.  Fellow   of  Ch rift's- Co]  lege  in  Cam- 
bridf^e,  afterwards  publifhed  a  complete  tranflatioji  of 
this^  with  very  valuable  notes.,  in  quarto.     In  the  fe~ 
cond  edition  he  has  i7fertedy  by  way  of  Jiotes^  a  large 
colle^ion   of  the  author's  papers   on  the  fame  fubjeif, 
which  he  had  received  from  his  relations  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  former  edition.     Our  author^  in   this 
excellent  treatify    hath  many  curious  ob/ervations.     He 
aj/ertethy  and  proves,  that  there  is  more  moral  good  in 
the  earth  than  moral  evil.     There  are   ten  good  a^ls^ 
fays  he,  done  by  thcfe  we  call  bad  m.en,  for  one  ill  cm. 
J  Sermon  by  our  author,  preached  at  Dublin  in  1709, 
was publijlied  under  the  title  of  Divine  prcdeilination 

and 
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and  fore-knowledge  confiftent  with  the  freedom  of 
man's  will.  This  luas  attacked  hy  Anthony  Collins, 
Efq\  in  a  pampbktf  intituled^  A  vindication  of  the 
divine  attributes  •  In  fome  remarks  on  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  D/^/i/Z/zV  Sermons,  intituled,  Divine  pre- 
dtjiinaticn^  i^c.  He  puhlijjjcd  lil-cwife,  A  difcourfe 
concerning  the  confecration  of  churches  ;  fhewlng 
what  is  meant  by  dedicating  them,  with  the  grounds 
of  that  office. 
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FROM 

Dr.   S  W  I  F  T,  to  Dr.  K  I  N  G, 

Lord  Bifliop  of  Derrv, 

AFTERWARDS 

Lord  Archbidiop  of  D  u  b  l  i  n. 

LETTER       L 

To  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  D  e  r  r  y. 

Duhl'in-Cajlle^  July  i6,    17 00. 
My  Lord, 

I  WAS  feveral  times  to  wait  on  your  lordfhip. 
at  your  lodgings ;  but  you  were  either  abroad, 
or  fo  engaged,  that  I  could  not  be  permitted  the 
honour  to  attend  you.  I  have  an  humble  requeft 
to  your  lordfliip,  that  you  will  pleafe  to  excufe 
me  if  I  cannot  be  at  the  triennial  vifitation  ;  for, 
my  lord  [/>]  and  lady  continually  refiding  at  the 
lodge,  I  am  obliged  to  a  conftant  attendance  there, 
I  am,  with  all  refpecl, 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT, 

\  />]  Earl  of  Btrkcley,  then  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices  of  Inland, 

Vol.  XIV.  a  LET- 
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LETTER      n. 

To  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Dublin, 

My  Lord, 

I  DTD  intend  to  have  waited  on  your  grace  be- 
fore you  went  for  England  \  but,  hearing  your 
voyage  is  fixed  for  the  firlt  opportunity  of  the 
wind,  I  could  not  forbear  giving  you  a  few  minutes 
interruption,  which  I  hope  your  grace  will  believe 
to  be  without  any  other  defign  than  that  of  ferving 
you.  I  believe  your  grace  may  have  heard,  that  I 
was  in  England  laft  winter,  when  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Chrijl- Church  had,  I  think,  with  great 
wildom  and  difcretion,  chofen  a  moft  malicious, 
ignorant,  and  headftrong  creature  to  reprefent 
them  ;  wherein  your  grace  cannot  juftly  tax  their 
prudence,  fince  the  caufe  [^]  they  are  engaged  in 
is  not  otherwife  to  be  fupported.  And  I  do  aflure 
your  grace  (which  perhaps  others  may  have  been 
cautious  in  telling  you)  that  they  have  not  been 
without  fuccefs.  For  not  only  the  general  run  in 
Dodors-CGrntnom  was  wholly  on  their  fide,  which 
my  lord  bifhop  of  Cloyne  [r]  obferved  as  well  as  I; 
but  that  little  inftrument  of  their's  did  ufe  all  his 
power  to  mifreprefent  your  grace,  and  your  caufe, 

fy]  A  law  fuit  bctweea  the  archbidiop  of  Dublin  and  the  dean  and 
t\iip\.eT  o^ihe  cathedral  of  ChriJ}-Ci>unb,  Dub/'m,  about  his  right  «f 
vifiting  them,  which  was  given  in  favour  of  lus  grace. 

[r]  L  t,  Charles  Criw, 

both 
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both  in  town  and  city,  as  far  as  his  narrow  fphcre 
could  reach.  And  he  fpared  not  to  fay,  that  your 
grace  had  pcrfonal  refcntmcnt  againft  him  ;  that 
you  fought  his  ruin,  and  threatened  him  with  it. 
And  I  remember,  at  a  great  man's  table,  who  hath 
as  much  influence  in  England  as  any  fiibjecl  can 
well  have,  after  dinner  came  in  a  mafter  in  chan- 
cery, whom  I  had  before  obferved  to  be  a  principal 
perfon  in  Dotiors  Commons^  when  your  grace's 
caufe  was  there  debating  ;  and,  upon  occafion  of 
being  there,  fell  into  difcourfe  of  it,  v/herein  he 
feemcd  whol  ly  an  advocate  for  Chriji -Church  j  for 
all  his  arguments  were  only  a  chain  of  mifmforma- 
tions,  which  he  had  learned  from  the  fame  hand  ; 
infomuch  that  I  was  forced  to  give  a  charadter  of 
fome  pcrfons,  which  otherwife  I  fliould  have  fpared, 
before  1  could  fet  him  right,  as  I  alfo  did  in  the 
affair  of  the  late  dean  of  Dcrry^  which  had  been 
told  with  fo  nianv  falfhoods  and  difidvanta^es  to 
your  grace,  as  it  is  hard  to  imagine. 

I  humbly  prefume  to  fay  thus  much  to  your  grace, 
that,  knowing  the  prejudices  that  have  been  given, 
you  may  more  cafily  remove  them,  which  your  pre- 
fence  will  infallibly  do. 

I  would  alfo  beg  of  your  grace  to  ufe  fome  of 
your  credit  towaids  bringing  to  a  good  ifl'ue  the 
promife  the  queen  made,  at  my  lord  bifhop  of 
Cloynes  interceflion,  to  remit  the  firft  fruits  and 
tenths  of  the  clergy;  unlefj  1  fpcak  ignorantly, 
for  want  of  information,  and  that  it  be  a  thiiig 
already  done.     But  what  I  would  mind  your  grace 

I)   I  '  oi 
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of  is,  that  the  crown  rent  fhould  be  added,  which 
is  a  <yreat  load  upon  many  poor  livings,  and  would 
be  a  conliderable  help  to  others.  And  I  am  con- 
fident, with  fome  rcafon,  that  it  would  be  eafily 
granted  ;  being,  I  hear,  under  a  thoufand  pounds 
a  year,  and  the  queen's  grant  for  England  being 
fo  much  more  confiderable  than  our's  can  be  at 
beft.  I  am  very  certain,  that,  if  the  bifhop  of 
Cloyne  had  continued  to  follicit  it  in  England^  it 
would  eafily  have  pafled  ;  but,  his  lordfhip  giving 
it  up  wholely  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  [jJ,  I  believe 
it  hath  not  been  thought  of  fo  much  as  it  ought. 
I  humbly  beg  your  grace's  pardon  for  the  hafteand 
hurry  of  this,  occafioned  by  that  of  the  poft, 
which  is  not  very  regular  in  this  country  ;  and, 
imploring  your  blefling,  and  praying  to  God  for 
your  good  voyage,  fuccefs,  and  return,  I  humbly 
kifs  your  grace's  hands,  and  remain, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient 

and  mofl  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

[j]  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 


LET- 
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LETTER      III. 

London,   Feb.  5,   1707-8. 
Mv  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  above  a  month  expecting  the 
reprefentation  your  grace  was  pleafed  to  pro- 
mife  to  fend  me,  which  makes  me  apprehend  your 
grace  hath  been  hindered  by  what  you  complained 
of,  the  clergy's  backwardnefs  in  a  point  fo  very 
neceffary  to  their  fervice  ,  and  it  is  time  ill  loft  at 
this  juncture,  while  my  lord  [j"]  lieutenant  is  here, 
and  in  great  credit  at  court,  and  would  perhaps  be 
more  than  ordinarily  ready  to  ferve  the  church  in 
Ireland,  if  I  have  no  directions  from  your  grace 
by  the  end  of  thii  month,  I  fhall  think  of  my  re- 
turn to  //vAyW  againft  the  75th  of  March,  to  en- 
deavour to  be  chofen  to  the  living  of  St.  Nicholas 
[mJ,  as  I  have  been  encouraged  to  hope  ;  but  would 
readily  return,  at  a  week's  warning,  to  follicit  that 
affair  with  my  lord  lieutenant  while  he  ftays  here, 
or  in  any  other  manner  your  grace  will  pleafe  to 
dircft. 

Your  grace  knows  long  before  this,   that   Dr. 
Mills  is    bifliop    of  JVatcrford.     The    court    and 

(  i\  Tbomai  Hirbert,  earl  of  Pcmliroh; 
[u]  See  page  47. 

D  3  arch- 
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archbifliop  of  Canterbury  were  ftrongly  engaged  for 
another  perfon,  not  much  fufpefled  in  Ireland^  any 
more  than  the  choice  already  made  was,  I  believe, 
either  here  or  there. 

The  two  houfes  are  ftill  bufy  in  lord  Peterbo- 
rough's \_x^  affair,  which  fecms  to  be  little  more 
than  an  amufement,  which  it  is  conceived  might 
at  this  time  be  fpared,  confidering  how  flow  we 
are  faid  to  be  in  our  preparations,  which,  I  believe, 
is  the  only  reafon  why  it  was  talked  the  other  day 
about  the  town,  as  if  there  would  be  foon  a  treaty 
of  peace.  There  is  a  report  of  my  lord  Galways 
death,  but  it  is  not  credited.  It  is  a  perfect  jeft  to 
fee  my  lord  Peterborough^  reputed  as  great  a  whig 
as  any  in  England^  abhorred  by  his  own  party  and 
carefled  by  the  tories. 

The  great  queflion,  whether  the  number  of  men 
in  Spain  and  Portugal^  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Jlmanza^  was  but  8600,  when  there  ought  to 
have  been  29,600,  was  carried  on  Tuefday  in  the 
affirmative  againft  the  court,  without  a  divifion, 
which  was  occafioned  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmers  ora- 
tory. It  feems  to  have  been  no  party  queftion, 
there  being  many  of  both  glad  and  forry  for  it. 
The  court  hath  not  been  fortunate  in  their  quef- 
tions  this  fefllon  ;  and  I  hear  fome  of  both  parties 
exprefilng  contrary  paflions  upon  it.  I  tell  your 
grace  bare  matters  of  fact,  being  not  inclined  to 

[rj  See  hi?  cLaraclei,  Vol,  VII,  p.  i, 

make 
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make  reflexions ;  and,  if  I  were,   I  could  not  tell 
what  to  make,  fo  oddly  people  are  fubdivided. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mod  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

L    K    T    T    E     R      IV. 

London^  'June  lO,  1708. 
My  Lord, 

IS  E  N  T  your  grace  a  long  letter  feveral  weeks 
ago,  inclofed  in  one  to  the  dean  [  v].  I  know 
not  whether  it  came  to  your  hands,  having  not 
fince  been  honoured  with  your  commands.  I  be- 
lieve I  told  your  grace,  that  I  was  directly  advifed 
by  my  lord  ^und — ,  my  lord  Sotners,  Mr.  S<7iithwelly 
and  others,  to  apply  to  [z]  my  lord  treafurer,  ii> 
behalf  of  the  clergy  of  Ire/atid ;  and  lord  Sunder- 
land undertook  to  bring  me  to  lord  treafurer,  which 
was  put  off  for  fome  time  on  account  of  the  inva- 
fion.  For  it  is  the  method  here  of  great  minifters, 
when  any  public  matter  is  in  hand,  to  make  it  an 
excufe  for  putting  off  all  private  application.  I 
deferred   it  fome    time    loncrer,  becaufe  1    had   a 

{y}  Df.  Sttrnt.  [z]  Earl  of  GoJilphin. 

D  4  mind 
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mind  nw  lord  Swid^rland  fhould  eo  alon?  with  rre  l 
but  either  the  one  or  the  other  was  always  bufy, 
or  out  of  the  way  ;  however,  his  lord/hip  had  pre- 
pared lord  trealurer,  and  engaged  him  (as  he  afiured 
me)   to  think  well  of  the  matter,    and  the  other 
day  lord  treafurer  appointed   me   to  attend  him. 
He  took  me  into  a  private  room,    and  I  told   him 
my  {lory  ;  that  I  was  commanded   by  your  ^race, 
and  defired  by  Tome  other  biftiops,  to  ufe  what  lit- 
tle credit  1  had,  to  follicit    (under  the  direction  of 
my  lord  lieutenant)  the  remitting  of  the  firft  fruits, 
Vvhich,  from  the  favourable  reprefentation  of  his 
lordfhip  to  the  queen,    about  four  years  ago,   the 
clergy  were  encouraged  to  hope  would  be  granted ; 
that  i  had  been  told,  it  might  be  of  ufe,    if  fome 
perfon  could  be  admitted   to  his  prefence,  at  his 
ufual  times  of  being  attended,  in  order  to  put  him 
in  mind  ;  for  the  reft,   they  relied  entirely  on   his 
excellency's  good  office,  and  his  lordfhip's  difpcfl- 
tions  to  favour  the  church.     He  faid,   in    anfwer, 
he  was  paffive  in  this  bufinefs :  that   he  fuppofed 
my  lf||id  lieutenant  would  engage  in  it,   to  whom, 
if  I  plealed,  he  would  repeat  wh.'.t  I  had  faid.     I 
replied,   I  had  the  honour  of  being  well  known  to 
his  excellency  ;  that  I  intended  to  afk  his  leave  to 
foliicit  this  matter  with  his  lordfhip,  but  had  not 
mentioned  it  yet,   becaufe  I  did  not  know  whether 
I  had  credit  enough  to  gain  that  accefs  he  was  now 
pirafed  to  honour  me  with  :  that,    upon  his  lord- 
fliip's  lea\e  to  attend  him,  fignified  to  me  by  the 
*arl  of  Sunderland,  I  went  to  inforjn  his  excellency, 

4  :  i^'Ot 
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not  doubting  his  confent ;  but  did  not  find  him  at 
home,  and  therefore  ventured  to  come  :  but  not 
knowing  how  his  excellency  might  underftand  it, 
I  begged  his  lordfhip  to  fay  nothing  to  my  lord 
lieutenant,  until  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  on  him 
again.  This  my  lord  treafurer  agreed  to,  and  en- 
tering on  the  fubjeiSt,  told  me,  that,  fince  the 
queen's  grant  of  the  firil  fruits  here,  he  was  confi- 
dent, not  one  clergyman  in  England  was  a  fhilling 
the  better.  I  told  him,  I  thought  it  lay  under 
fome  incumbrances  ;  he  faid,  it  was  true  ;  but  be- 
fide,  that  it  was  wholly  abufed  in  the  diflribution  ; 
that  as  to  thofe  in  Ireland^  they  were  an  incon- 
fiderable  thing,  not  above  looo/.  or  1200/.  a  year, 
which  was  almolt  nothing  for  the  queen  to  grant, 
upon  two  conditions.  Firft,  That  it  Oiould  be 
well  difpofed  of.  And,  fecondly.  That  it  fnould 
be  well  received  with  due  acknowledgments ;  in 
which  cafes  he  v.'ould  give  his  confent:  otherwife, 
to  deal  freely  with  me,  he  never  would.  1  faid, 
as  to  the  firft,  that  I  was  confident  the  -bifhops 
would  leave  the  methods  of  difpofing  it  ei^tirely 
to  her  m.ajefty's  breaft  ;  as  to  the  fecond,  her  ma- 
jcfty  and  his  lordlhip  might  count  upon  all  the 
acknowledgements,  that  the  moft  grateful  and 
dutiful  fubje^ls  could  pay  to  a  prince.  That  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  altogether  unknown  to  his 
lordfiiip,  clfc  J  fnould  prefumc  to  afic  him,  whether 
he  underftood  any  particular  acknowledgments  ? 
He  replied.  By  acknov.-ledgcmcnts,  1  do  not  mean 
any  thing  under  their  hands  3  but  I  will  fo  far  ex- 
plain 
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plain  myfelf  to  tell  you,  I  mean  better  acknow- 
ledgements than  thofe  of  the  clergy  of  England. 
I  then  begged  his  lordfliip  to  give  me  his  advice, 
what  fort  of  acknov^^ledgements  he  thought  fitteft 
for  the  clergv  to  make,  which  I  was  fure  would  be 
of  mighty  weight  with  them.  He  anfwered,  I 
1  can  only  fay  again,  fuch  acknowledgements  as 
they  ought.  We  had  fome  other  difcourfe  of  lefs 
moment ;  and,  after  licence  to  attend  him  on  oc- 
cafion,  I  took  my  leave.  I  tell  your  grace  thefe 
particulars,  in  his  very  words,  as  near  as  I  can 
recolle(5^,  becaufe  I  think  them  of  moment,  and  I 
believe  your  grace  may  think  them  fo  too.  I  told 
Southwell  all  that  had  palTed,  and  we  agreed  in  our 
comments,  which  I  defired  him  now  to  inform 
vou.     He  fet  out  for  Ireland  this  morning :  I   am 

rcfolved  to  fee  my  lord  Sund in  a  day  or  two, 

and  relate  what  my  lord  treafurer  faid  (as  he  hath 
commanded  me  to  do)  ;  and  perhaps  I  may  prevail 
on  him  to  let  me  know  his  lordfliip's  meaning,  to 
which  I  am  prepared  to  anfwer,  as  Mr.  Southwell 
will  let  you  know.  At  evening,  the  fame  day,  I 
attended  mv  lord  lieutenant,  and  defired  to  know 
what  progrefs  he  had  made ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
propofed,  that  he  would  give  me  leave  to  attend 
lord  treafurer,  only  as  a  common  follicitor  to  re- 
frcfti  his  memory.  I  was  very  much  furprifcd  at 
his  anfwer,  that  the  matter  v/as  not  before  the 
treafurer,  but  entirely  with  the  queen,  and  there- 
fore it  was  necdlefs  ;  upon  which   I   laid  nothing 

ot 
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of  havijtig  been  there.  Hcfaid,  he  had  writ  lately 
to  your  grace,  on  account  of  what  was  done  ;  that 
Ibmc  progrcfs  was  made  ;  that  they  put  it  off  bc- 
caufe  it  was  a  time  of  war,  but  that  he  had  fome 
hopes  it  would  be  done  :  but  this  is  only  fuch  an 
account  as  his  excellency  thinks  fit  to  give,  al- 
though I  fend  it  your  grace  by  his  orders.  I  hope, 
that  in  his  letters  he  is  fuller.  My  lord  treafurer 
on  the  other  hand  aflured  mc,  he  had  the  papers 
(which  his  excellency  denied),  and  talked  of  it  as 
a  matter  that  had  long  lain  before  him,  which  fc- 
veral  perfons  in  great  employments  aflure  me  is 
and  mull  be  true.  Thus  your  grace  fees,  that  I 
fha)l  have  nothing  more  to  do  in  this  matter,  fur- 
ther than  purfuing  the  cold  fcent  of  afking  his 
excellency  once  a  month,  how  it  goeth  on  ? 
which,  I  think,  I  had  as  good  forbear,  fmce  it  will 
turn  to  little  account.  All  I  can  do  is,  to  engage 
my  lord  Sunderland's  intcreft  with  my  lord  trea- 
furer whenever  it  is  brought  before  him,  or  to  hint 
it  to  fome  other  perfons  of  power  and  credit ; 
and  likewife  to  endeavour  to  take  off  that  fcandal 
the  clergy  of  heland  lie  under,  of  being  the  re- 
verfe  of  what  they  really  are,  with  refpeifl  to  the 
revolution,  loyalty  to  the  queen,  and  fettlement 
of  the  crown  ;  which  is  here  the  con(lru<Slion  of 
the  word  Tory. 

I    dcfign  to   tell   my  lord   treafurer,  that,  this 

being  a  matter  my  lord  lieutenant  h.ith  undertaken, 

he  doth  not  think  proper  I  fliould  trouble  his  lord- 

2  fhip; 
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fliip  J  after  which,  recomnicncling;  it  to  his  good- 
nefs,  I  fhall  forbear  any  further  mention.  I  am 
fenfible  how  l.ime  and  tedious  an  account  this  is, 
and  humbly  beg  your  grace's  pardon  ;  but  i  ftill 
infift,  that,  if  it  had  been  follicited  four  years  ago 
by  no  abler  a  band  than  my  own,  while  the  duke 
of  Ormond  was  in  Ireland^  it  might  have  been  done 
in  a  month;  and,  I  believe,  it  may  be  fo  ftill,  if 
his  exctllcncy  lays  any  weight  of  his  credit  upon 
it;  otherwife,  God  knows  when.  For  myfelf,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  do  here  but  to  attend  my  lord 
lieutenant's  motions,  of  vvhofe  return  we  are  very 
uncertain,  and  to  manage  fome  perfonal  affairs  of 
my  own.  I  beg  the  continuance  of  your  grace's 
favour,  and  your  blelTnig  ;  and  am,  with  all  re- 
fpea. 

Your  grace's 

moft  obedient,  i^c. 


LET- 
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L    E    T    T    E    R      V. 

London,    Ncv.  g,   1708. 
My  Lord, 

YOUR  grace's  letter  of  Septe?>iher  7,  found 
me  in  Ke7it^  where  I  took  the  opportunity 
to  retire,  during  my  lord  Pembroke  $  abfence  with 
his  Vi^vi  lady  (who  are  both  expe<5ied  to-morrow)  ; 
I  went  afterwards  to  Epfom,  and  ri-turned  but  yef- 
terday  :  this  was  the  ctiufe  of  my  fo  long  omitting 
to  acknowledge  your  letter.  I  am  ready  to  agree 
with  your  grace,  that  very  wrong  reprefentations 
are  made  of  things  and  perfons  here,  by  people 
who  refide  on  this  fide  but  a  (hort  time,  converfc 
at  fecond  or  third  hand,  and  on  their  return  make 
a  vanity  of  knowing  more  than  they  do.  This  I 
have  obferved  myfelf  in  Ireland^  even  among  peo- 
ple of  fome  rank  and  quality  ;  and,  I  believe,  your 
grace  will  proceed  on  much  better  grounds,  by 
trufting  to  your  own  wifdom  and  experience  of 
things,   than  fuch  intelligence. 

I  fpoke  formerly  all   1   knew  of  the  twentieth 

parts  ;  and  whatever  Mr.  D hath  faid  in  his 

letters  about  flaying  until  a  peace,  I  do  aflure  your 
grace,  is  nothing  but  words.  However,  that  mat- 
ter is  now  at  end.  There  is  a  new  world  here  ; 
and  yet  I  agree  with  you,  that,  if  there  be  an  in- 
ter-regnum,  it  will  be  the  propercft  time  to  addrefs 
my  lord  treafurer^  and   I   Taall  fecond   it  with  all 

the 
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the  credit  I  have,  and  very  openly  ;  and  I  knov/ 
not  (if  one  difficulty  lies  in  the  way)  hut  it  may 
prove,  a  lucky  juncture. 

On  my  return  from  Kent  (the  night  of  the  prince's 
[tf]  death)  I  flaid  a  few  days  in  town  heforc  I  went 
to  Epfotn :  I  then  vifitcd  a  certain  great  man,  and 
wc  entered  very  freely  intodifcourfc  upon  the  prd- 
fent  junflure.  He  adurej  me,  there  was  no  doubt 
now  of  the  fchcmc  hoKling  about  the  admiralty, 
the  government  of  Ireland^  and  prefidcncy  of  the 
council  ;  the  difpofition  whereof  your  grace  know- 
ctli  as  well  as  1  :  and,  althouph  I  care  not  to 
mingle  public  affairs  with  the  intereft  of  fo  priviite 
a  perfon  as  myfelf,  yet,  upon  fuch  a  revolution, 
not  knowing  how  far  my  friends  may  endeavour 
to  engage  me  in  the  fcrvicc  of  a  new  government, 
1  would  beg  your  grace  to  have  favourable  thoughts 
of  mc  on  fuch  an  occalion,  and  to  aflurc  you, 
that  no  profpect  of  making  my  fr»rtiine  ftiall  ever 
prevail  o/i  niC  to  go  againfl  wiiat  l)ccr)mcth  a  man 
uf  confciencc  and  truth,  and  an  entire  friend  to 
the  cllablifhed  church.  This  1  fay,  in  cafe  fuch 
a  thing  fliould  happen  ;  for  my  own  thoughts  arc 
turned  another  way,  if  the  carl  of  Berirhy's  jour- 
ney to  Vienna  holds,  and  the  miniflry  will  keep 
their  promife  of  making  me  the  queen's  fecrctary ; 
by  which  I  (liall  be  out  of  the  way  of  parties,  un- 
til it  (hall  plcafc  God   I   have  fomc  place  to  retire 


[•*"!  Ge»rgfyt\acca{  Dinir.ar^,  hufband  of  n^z:n  Anne. 
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to,  a  little  above  contempt ;  or,  if  all  f;ii!,  until 
your  grace  and  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  fhall 
think  Ht  to  difpofc  of  that  poor  town-Jiving  [/»]  in 
my  favour. 

Upon  this  event  of  the  prince's. death,  the  con^- 
tention  dcCgned  with  the  court  about  a  fpcaktr  ia 
dropt,  and  all  agree  in  Sir  RUhard  OnJIoWy  which 
is  looked  on  as  another  argument  for  the  fcheme 
fucceeding.     This  1  had  from  the  fame  hand. 

As  to  a  comprchcnfion  which  your  grace  fcems 
fo  doubt  an  intention  of,  from  what  was  told  me, 
I  can  fay  nothing  j  doubtlefs,  it  muft  be  intended 
to  come  to  that  at  laft,  if  not  v/orfe  j  but  I  believe 
at  prefent,  it  was  meant,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
confcnt  to  what  was  endeavoured  at  in  your  par- 
liament laft  fefllon. 

I  thought  to  have  writ  more  largely  to  your 
grace,  imagining  I  had  much  matter  in  my  head, 
but  it  falls,  or  is  not  convenient  at  prefent.  If 
the  fcheme  holds,  I  fhall  make  bold  to  tell  your 
grace  my  thoughts  as  formerly,  under  cover,  be- 
caufe  I  believe  there  will  be  a  great  deal  to  be 
ihoucrht  of  and  done.  A  little  time  may  produce 
a  great  deal.  Things  are  now  in  great  fulpencc 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  parliament,  we 
think,  will  have  no  prorogation.  There  is  no 
talk  of  the  duke  of  Alarlbarough' i  return  yet. 
Speculative  people   talk    of    a   peace  this    winter, 

\h\  Sc.  N'ickJat.  Ste  page  37. 
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of  which  I  can  form  no  profpedl,  according  to  our 
demands. 

I  am, 

my  Lord, 

your  Grace's  mofi;  obedient 

humble  fervant 

J.  S. 

Your  grace  will  pleafe  to  direcl  your 
com.mands  to  me  at  St.  ^fayna's 
cofFce-houfe,  in   St.  Jajiies's-Jireet. 

LETTER      VI. 

Londcn,  Nov.  30,   170S. 
My  Lord, 

I  WRIT  to  you  about  a  fortnight  ago,  after 
my  return  from  the  country,  and  gave  you 
fome  account  of  an  intended  change  at  court, 
which  is  now  finifhcd.  Care  was  taken  to  put 
lord  Pembroke  in  mind  of  the  firft  fruits  before  he 
went  out  of  his  office  ;  but  it  was  needlefs,  for  his 
excellency  had  it  at  heart,  and  the  thing  is  done, 
of  which,  I  fuppofe,  you  have  an  account.  You 
know  who  goes  over  chaplain  ;  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  fcveral  other  bifhops,  and  the  lord 

treafurer 
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treafurer  himfcif  follicitcd  that  matter  in  a  body  : 
it  was  thought  abfolutely  neccfl'ary,  confidcrincr 
the  difmal  notion  they  have  here  of  fo  many  high- 
church  archbifhops  among  you  ;  and  your  friend 
made  no  application,  for  rcafons  left  you  to  guefs. 
I  cannot  yet  learn  whether  you  are  to  have  a  new 
parliament ;  but  I  am  apt  to  think  you  will,  and 
that  itmuft  be  thought  necefTary. — The  affair  of 
Drogheda  [f]  hath  made  a  noifehcre,  and,  like  eve- 
ry thing  elfe  on  your  fide,  is  ufed  as  a  handle  :  I 
have  had  it  rung  in  my  cars  from  certain  perfons. 
I  hope  you  are  prepared  to  take  off  the  facramental 
teft,  becaufe  that  will  be  a  means  to  have  it  taken 
off  here  among  us  ;  and  that  the  clergy  will  be  for 
it,  in  confidcration  of  the  queen's  bount}'^,  and  that 
men  in  employment  will  befo  wife  as  to  pleafe  the 
court,  and  fecure  themfelves  ;  but,  to  think  there 
is  any  defign  a^  bringing  the  Scotch  into  offices,  is 
a  mere  fcandal. 

Lord  Pembroke  is  to  have  the  admiralty  only  a 
few  months,  then  to  have  a  penfion  of  4000  /.  a 
year,  and  to  retire  ;  and  it  is  thought  lord  Orford 
[d]  will  fuccecd  him,  and  then  it  is  hoped,  there 
will  be  an  entire  change  in  the  admiralty  ;  that 
Sir  John  Leak  will  be  turned  out,  and  the  whigs  fo 
well  confirmed,  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  court  upon  a  peace  to  bring  the  balance  on 
the  other  fide. 

ff]  Some  difp'jtes  in  corporation  afFairs. 

[d\  Ed-ward  Ruffe  I  {oi  the  family  of  the  duke  of  Bedford ),  vvhor 
burned  and  deftroycd  the  French  fleet  at  La  Hague  in  1692;  and 
foon  after  another  aiuclc  was  made  by  the  earl  of  Orford. 

Vol.  XIV.  E  One 
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Oi\c  \lr.Shufe  IS  named  for  fecretary  to  lord 
jrharton  :  he  is  a  3011115  man,  but  reckoned  the 
fhrevvdeft  head  in  England:  and  the  perfon  in 
whom  the  prejhytcr'ians  chiefly  confide  ;  and,  if  mo- 
ney be  ncccfiary  towards  the  good  v/ork  in  Ireland^ 
it  is  reckoned  he  can  command  as  far  as  ioo,COO  /. 
fj-nm  the  body  of  d/jjcnlas  licrc.  As  to  his  princi- 
ples, he  is  truly  a  inoderate  man,  frequenting  the 
church  and  the  meeting  indifferently,  t^c. 

The  clergy  are  here  in  an  uproar  upon  their  be- 
inz  proro'^ued:  the  arclibifliop  of  Canterbury  tak- 
eth  pains  to  have  it  believed  it  was  a  thing  done 
without  his  knowledge.  A  divine  of  note  (but  of 
the  wrung  fide)  was  with  me  the  other  day,  and 
fa;d,  he  had  it  from  a  good  hand,  that  the  reafon 
of  this  proceeding  was  an  intention  of  putting  the 
parliament  on  examining  and  correiSling  courts  ec- 
clefiaftic,  ^c. 

The  archbifhop  of  DuMin  is  reprefented  here  as 
one  that  will  very  much  oppofe  our  defigns  ;  and, 
although  I  will  not  fay  that  the  Obfervator  is  paid 
for  writing  as  he  doth  ;  yet  I  can  pofitivcly  affirm 
to  you,  that  whatever  he  fays  of  that  bifhop,  or  of 
the  affairs  of  Ireland^  or  thofe  here,  is  exactly 
agreeable  to  our  thoughts  and  intentions. 

This  is  all  1  can  recolle6t,  fit  to  inform  you  at 
prefent. — If  you  pleafe,  I  fhall  from  time  to  time 
fend  you  any  thing  that  cometh  to  my  knowledge,- 
that  may  be  worth  your  notice. 

I  am,  ^c. 

LET. 
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LETTER    VII. 

London^   'Jan.   6,    1709* 
My  Lord, 

BEFORE  I  received  the  honour  of  your 
grace's  of  Nov.  20,  I  had  fent  one  inclofed, 
t^c.  with  what  account  I  could  of  affairs.  Since 
that  time,  the  meafures  are  altered  of  diflblving 
your  parliament,  which,  doubtlefs,  is  their  wifcft 
courfe,  for  certain  obvious  reafons,  that  your 
grace  will  eafily  apprehend  ;  and  I  fuppofe  you 
have  now  received  diredlions  about  proroguing  it, 
for  I  faw  the  order  fome  days  ago.  I  fhould  have 
acknowled"^ed  your  grace's  letter,  if  I  had  not  been 
ever  fince  perfecuted  with  a  cruel  diftemper,  a  gid- 
dinefs  in  my  head,  that  would  not  fufFer  me  to 
write  or  think,  of  any  thing;  and  of  which  I  am 
now  flowly  recovering.  1  fent  you  word  of  the 
affairs  of  the  firft  fruits  being  performed,  which 
my  lord  Pembroke  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  me  im- 
mediate notice  of.  I  feldom  fee  his  lordfhip  now, 
but  when  hepleafeth  to  command  me  ;  for  he  fees 
nobody  in  public,  and  is  very  full  of  bafinefs.  I 
fancy  your  grace  will  think  it  necefTary  thar  in 
due  time  his  lordftiip  ftiould  receive  fome  kind  of 
thanks  in  form  :  I  have  a  fair  pretence  to  merit  in 
this  matter,  although,  in  my  own  confcience,  I 
think  I  have  very  little  (except  my  good  vvifhes, 
and  frec^uent  reminding  my  lord  Pembroke).  But 
two  great  men  in  office,  giving  me  joy  of  it,  very 

E  2  frankly 
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frankly  told  mc,  that,  it"   I  had   not  fmoothed  the 
nay,  by  giving  them  and  the  reft  of  the  miniftry  a 
good  opinion  of  the  juftice  of  the  thing,  it  would 
have  met  with  oppofition  ?   upon  which  I  only  re- 
marked, what  I   have  always  obferved   in   courts, 
that,  when  a  favour  is  done,  there  is  no  want  of 
perfons  to  challenge   obligations.     Mean  time,    I 
am  in  a  pretty  condition,  who  have  bills  of  merit 
given    mc,  that   I  muft   thankfully  acknowledge, 
and  yet  cannot  honeftly  ofFer  them  in  payment.     1 
fuppofe  the  clergy  will,  in  due  time,  fend  the  queen 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  her  favour. 

I  very  much  applaud  your  grace's  fanguine  tcm-» 
per,  as  you  call  it,  and  your  comparifon  of  reli- 
gion to  paternal  afFedlion  ;  but  the  world  is  divid- 
ed into  two  fe(fls,  thofe  that  hope  the  beft,  and 
thofe  that  fear  the  worft;  your  grace  is  of  the 
former,  which  is  the  wifer,  the  nobler,  and  moft 
pious  principle  ;  and,  although  I  endeavour  to  a- 
void  being  of  the  other,  yet  upon  this  article  I 
hear  fometimes  ftrange  weakneflcs.  I  compare  true 
religion  to  learning  and  civility,  which  have  ever 
been  in  the  world,  but  very  often  fhifted  their 
fcenes,  fometimes  entirely  leaving  whole  countries 
whei;e  they  have  long  flouriilied,  and  removing  to 
others  that  before  were  barbarous,  which  hath 
been  the  cafe  of  Chriftianity  itfclf,  particularly  in 
many  parts  of  Africa  ;  ajid  how  far  the  wicked- 
iiefs  of  a  nation  may  provoke  God  Almighty  to 
infli(5^  fo  great  a  judgment,  is  terrible  to  think. 
But,   as  great   princes,    when   they  have  fubducd 

aU 
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all  about  them,  prefently  have  univcrfal  monarchy 
in  their  thoughts,  (o  your  grace,  having  conquer- 
ed all  the  corruptions  in  a  diocefe,  and  then  pur- 
fued  your  victories  over  a  province,  would  fain  go 
further,  and  fave  a  whole  kingdom,  and  would  ne- 
ver be  quiet,  if  you  could  have  your  will,  until 
you  had  converted  the  world. 

And  this  reminds  me  of  a  p:imphlet  lately  come 
out,  pretended  to  be  a  letter  hither  from  Ireland^ 
againlt  repealing  the  teft  ;  wherein  your  grace's 
character  is  juftly  fet  forth  :  for  the  reft,  fome 
parts  are  very  well,  and  others  puerile,  and  fome 
fadls,  as  I  am  informed,  wrong  reprcfented.  The 
author  hath  gone  out  of  his  way,  to  reflect  on  me 
as  a  perfon  likely  to  write  for  repealing  the  telt, 
which  I  am  fure  is  very  unfair  treatment.  This 
is  all  I  am  likely  to  get  by  the  company  I  keep.  I 
am  ufed  like  a  fober  man  with  a  drunken  face, 
have  the  fcandal  of  the  vice  without  the  fatisfac- 
tion.  I  have  told  the  miniftry,  with  great  frank- 
nefs,  my  opinion,  that  they  would  never  be  able 
to  repeal  it,  unlefs  fuch  changes  fliould  happen  as  I 
could  not  forefee  ;  and  they  all  believe  I  di!fer  from 
them  in  that  point. 

Mr.  Jddiforjy  who  goes  over  firft  fecretary,  is  a 
moft  excellent  perfon ;  and,  being  my  moft  intimate 
friend,  I  fliall  ufe  all  my  credit  to  fet  him  right,  • 
in  the  notions  of  perfons  and  things.  I  fpoke  to 
him  with  great  plainnefs  upon  the  fubject  oi  the 
refl  i  and  he  fays,  he  is  confident,  my  lord  JVhar- 
^  E  3  ton 
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ton  will  not  attempt  it,  if  he  finds  thebent  of  the 
nation  againlt  it. — I  will  fay  nothing  further  of  his 
character  to  your  grace  at  prefent,  becaufe  he  hath 
half  perfuaded  me  to  have  fome  thoughts  of  return- 
ing to  Ir.cla7rd,  and  then  it  will  be  time  enough  :  but 
if  that  happens  otherwifc,  I  prefume  to  recommend 
him  to  your  grace  as  a  perfon  you  will  think  worth 
your  acquaintance. 

My  lord  Berkley  begins  to  drop  his  thoughts  of 
going  to  Vienna  ;  and  indeed  I  freely  gave  my  opi- 
nion againlt  fuch  a  journey  for  one  of  his  age  and 
infirmities.  And  I  fhall  hardly  think  of  going  fe- 
cretary  v/ithout  him,  although  the  emperor's  mi- 
nifters  here  think  1  will,  and  have  writ  to  Vien- 
na. I  agree  with  your  grace,  that  fuch  a  defign 
was  a  little  too  late  at  my  years  ;  but,  confidering 
myfelf  wholly  ufelefs  in  Irclaridy  and  in  a  parifti 
with  an  audience  of  half  a  fcore,  and  it  being 
thought  necellkry  that  the  queen  (hould  have  a 
fecrctary  at  that  court,  my  friends  telling  me  it 
would  not  pe  difHcult  to  compafs  it,  I  was  a 
little  tempted  to  pafs  fome  time  abroad,  until 
my  friends  would  make  me  a  little  eafier  in 
my  fortunes  at  home.  Befide,  I  had  hopes  of 
being  fent  in  tirpe  to  fome  other  court,  and  in 
the  mean  while  the  pay  would  be  forty  (hil- 
lings a  day,  and  the  advantage  of  living,  if  I 
plcafcd,  in  lord  Berkley's    family  [^J.     But,  I  be- 

[  £»J  See  page  46. 
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Heve,  this  is  now  all  at  an  end.     I  am,  my  lord, 
witii  the  greateft  rcfpccl. 

Your  Grace's 

moft  obedient  and 

mod  humble  fcrvant, 

J.  SWIFT. 
My  lord  JVharton  fays,  he  intends  for  Ireland  the 
beoinnin";  of  March. 

LETTER    VIII. 

March  6,   ijog. 
My  Lord, 

IS  H  O  U  L  D  have    acknowledged   your's    of 
Feb.  10,  long  ago,  if   I    had   not  ftayed  to  fee 
what  became  of  the   firft  fruits.     I  have   liiccwife 
your's  of  February    i2.     I  will  now  tell   vou  the 
proceedings   in  this   unhappy  affair.     Some   time 
after  the  prince's  [/]   death,    lord  Peinbroke  i^wx. 
me  word  by  fir  Andreiu  Fountain^  that  the   queen 
had  granted  the  thing,   and    afterwards  took   the 
compliment  I  made   him  upon  it.     He  likewife  (I 
fuppofc)  writ  to    the  fame  purpofc   hinirdfto   the 
archbifliop  of  Dublhi.     1  was  then  for  a  long  time 
purfued  by  a  cruel  illncfs,   that  feizcd  me  at   fits, 
and  hindered  me  in  meddling  in  any  bufnief^  ;  nei- 
ther indeed  could  I   at  all   fufpecl  there  was   any 
need  to  Ilir  any  more  in  this,    until,  often   afliinj 

\_f\   Sec  Note,    p:)gc   46. 
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Mr.    A:ldifa:i    whether   he   had    any  orders  about 
it,  I    was  a  little    in  pain,    and    defired  Mr.   Jd~ 
d'lfon  to  enquire   at    the  treafury,     whether  fucb 
a   grant   had   then  palled  ?    and,    findii>g  an  un- 
vvillingnefs,      I     enquired    myfelf;    where     Mr. 
Taylor  affured  me  there  were  never  any  orders  for 
fuch  a  grant.     This  was  a  month. ago,  and  then  I 
began  to  dcfpair  of  the  whole  thing.     Lord  Pem- 
broke was  hard  to  be  feen,    neither  did   I  think  it 
worth  talking  the  matter  with  them.     What  per- 
plexed me   moft  was,  why  he  fliould  tell  me,  and 
write   to  Ireland^  that  the  bufincfs  was  done   (for 
if  the  account  he  fent   to  Ireland  ^^xq  not  as  pofi- 
tive  as  what  he  gave   me,  I  ought    to   be  told  fo 
from  thence).     1  had   no  opportunity  of  clearing 
this  matter  until  the  day  I  received  your  laft  let- 
ter, when  his  explanation  was,    that  he  had  been 
promifed  he    fliouId    carry   over  the  grant,  when 
he  returned  to  Ireland^  and  that  his  memorial  was 
now  in  the  treafury.     Yet,  when  I   had  formerly 
begged  leave  to  follow  this   matter  with  lord  trea- 
furer  only,    in  the   form   of  common    folliciting, 
he  was  uneafy,  and  told  me  IokI  treafurer  had  no- 
thing at  all   to    do   with  it  j  but    that    it  was    a 
matter  purely  between  the  queen   and  himftlf  (as 
I  have   told  you  in  former  letters),  which,   how- 
ever, I  knew  then  to  be  otherwife,  from  lord  trea- 
furer himfelf.     So  that  all  that  I  had   left   mc   to 
do  was  only  the  cold  amufcment  of  now  and  then 
retrefliing  lord  Pcrnbrokcs  memory,  or  giving  the 
miniftry,   as  I  could  find  opportunity,  good    dif- 

pofitions 
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pofitions   towards  the    thing.     Upon    this   notice 
from  lord  Pembroke.,   I    immediately  went    to  lord 
fVharton  (which  was  the  firft  attendance  I  ever  paid 
him);   he  was  then  in  a  great   crowd  ;   I  told  him 
my  bufincfs  ;  he  faid,    he  could  not  then  difcourfe 
of  it  with  me,  but  would  the  next  day.     I  gueffed 
the  meaning  of  that  ;    and   faw  the  very  perfon   I 
cxpedted,  juftcome  from  him.     Then  I  gave  him 
an  acount  of  my  errand.     I  think  it  not  conve- 
nient to  repeat  here  the  particulars  of  his  anfwer; 
but  the  formal  part  was  this.    That  he  was  not  yet 
properly    lord   lieutenant,    until   he    was   fworn ; 
that  he  expected   the   fame  application  fhould   be 
made  to  him,    as  had  been  done  to  other  lord  lieu- 
tenants ;    that  he  was  very  well   difpofed,    i^c.   I 
took  the  boldncfs  to  begin  anfwering  thofe  objecti- 
ons,   and  defigncd  to  offer  fome  rcafons ;  but  he 
rofe  fuddenly,   turned  off  the  difcourfe,  and  feem- 
ed  in  hafte  ;    fo  I  was   forced  to  take  my  leave.     I 
had  an  intention  to  offer  my  reafons  in  a  memori- 
al ;    but  v/as  advifed,    by  very  good  hands,    to   let 
it   alone,    as    infallibly  to   no  purpofe.     And,    in 
ftiort,  I  obfcrve  a  reluctance  in  fome  friends,  v/hofe 
credit  I   would  employ,   that  I  begin  to  think  no 
further  of  it. 

I  had  writ  thus  far  without  receiving  a  former 
letter  from  the  archbifl^.op  of  Didl.hi,  v.'hcrcin  he 
tells  me  pofitively  that  lord  PcmbrokehzA  fent  him 
word  the  firft  fruits  were  granted,  and  that  lord 
Wharton  would  carry  over  the  queen's  letter,  i3c. 
I  appeal  to  you,  what  any  man  could  think   after 

this  ? 
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this  ?  neither  indeed  had  I  the  lead  fufpicion,  un- 
ttil  Mr.  Jddijhi  told  me  he  knew  nothing  of  it : 
9nd  that  I  had  the  fame  account  from  the  treafury. 
It  is  wonderful,  a  great  miniftcr  fhould  make  no 
difference  between  a  grant  and  the  promife  of  a 
grant.  And  it  is  as  ftrange,  that  all  I  could  fay- 
would  not  prevail  on  him  to  give  me  leave  to  folli- 
cit  the  finifhing  of  it  at  the  treafury,  which  could 
not  have  taken  the  leaft  grain  of  merit  from  him. 
Had  I  the  leaft  fufpedlcd  it  had  been  only  a  pro- 
mife, I  would  have  applied  to  lord  IVharton  above 
two  month<;  ago;  and  fo,  I  believe,  would  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Duhltny  from  h eland -^  which  might 
have  prevented,  at  leaft,  ihe  prefcnt  excufe,  of 
not  having  had  the  fame  application  ;  although 
others  might,  1  fuppofc,   have  been  found. 

1  fcnt  laft  poft,  by  the  lord  lieutenant's  com- 
mands, an  inclofed  letter,  from  his  excellency, 
to  the  lord  primate.  In  anfwer  to  a  paffage  in  your 
former  letter  ;  Mr.  Stoughton  is  recommended  for  a 
chaplain  to  the  loi-d  lieutenant.  His  fermon  is  much 
recommended  by  feveral  here.  He  is  a  prudent 
perfon,  and  knows  how  to  time  things.  Others 
of  fomcwhat  better  figure  are  as  wife  as  he.  A 
bold  opinion  is  a  ftiort  cafy  way  to  merit, 
and  very  necelTary  for  thole  who  have  no 
other. 

I  am  extremely  afflicted  with  a  cold  and  cough 
attending  it,  which  muft  excufe  any  thing  ill 
expreffed   in    this  letter.     Neither   is   it  a   fubjeft 

ia 
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In  the  prefent  circumftances  vcj  y  pleafanc  to  dwell 
upon. 

I  am,  is^c. 

h  E  1*  T  E  R    IX. 

London^  Sep.  19,   17 10. 
Aly  Lord, 

IA  R  R 1  V  E  D  here  on  rhurfday  laft,  and  en- 
quiring for  the  two  bifhops,  1  found  my  lord 
of  [^]  OU'ory  was  gone  fome  time  ago,  and  the 
bifhop  of  Killaloe  [/;]  I  could  not  hear  of  until 
next  day,  when  I  found  he  was  fetout  early  in  the 
morning  for  Ireland ;  fo  that  the  letter  to  their 
lordfliips  is  fo  far  to  no  purpofe.  I  cannot  yet  Icarn 
whether  they  left  any  papers  behind  them  3  nei- 
ther Ihall  I  much  enquire  ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth, 
I  waslefs  follicitous  to  afk  after  the  biihop  of  Kil- 
lalo£y  when  I  heard  the  other  was  gone. 

They  tell  me,  all  afi'airs  in  the  treafury  are  go- 
verned by  A'Ir.  Harley  [i],  and  that  he  is  the  peifon 
ufually  applied  to  ;  only  of  late,  my  lord  PoivUt, 
upon  v.'hat  people  have  talked  to  him  that  way, 
bath  exerted  himfclf  a  little,  and  endeavours  to 
be  as  fignificant  as  he  can.  I  have  opportunities 
enough  of  getting  fome  intercll  with  his  lordfliip, 

\g]   Dr.  John  Harfiroiig. 
[i]   Dr.  H^illiam  Lloyd. 

[ij  Robert  Har'uy,   Elq;  iUtrvardr  earl  of  Oxford,  often  mention- 
ed in  thcfc  works. 

■who 
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who  hath  formerly  done  me  good  offices,  although 
I  have  no  pcrronal  acquaintance  with  him.  After 
which  I  will  apply  to  Mr.  Harley,  who  former- 
ly made  fome  advances  towards  me  ;  and,  unlefs  he 
be  altered,  will,  I  believe,  think  himfelf  in  the 
right  to  ufe  me  well  :  but  I  am  inclined  to  fufpend 
any  particular  follicitations  until  I  hear  from  your 
grace,  and  am  informed  what  progrefs  the  two  bi- 
Ihops  have  made  ;  and  until  I  receive  their  papers, 
with  what  other  directions  your  grace  will  deiire 
to  fend  me. 

Upon  my  arrival  here,   I   found   myfelf  equally 
carcfTed  by  both  parties,  by  one  as  a  fort  of  bough 
for  drowning  men  to  lay  hold  of,  and  by  the  other 
as  one  difcontentcd  with  the  late  men  in  power,  for 
not  being  thorough  in  their  defigns,   and  therefore 
ready  to  approve  prefent  things.     I  was  to  vifit 
my  lord  Godolphin^  who  gave  me  a  reception  very 
unexpc£led,  and  altogether  different  from  what  I 
ever  received  from  any  great  man  in  my  life;  alto- 
gether fhort,  dry,    and  morofc,    not  worth  repeat- 
ing to  your  grace,    until  I  have  the  honour  to  fee 
you  :   I  complained  of  it  to  fome   of  his   friends, 
as  having,  as  I  thought,  for  fome  reafons,  deferved 
much    the  contrary   from  his  lordftiip :  they  faid, 
to  excufe  liim,    that  he  was  over-run  with  fplcen 
and  pcevifhncfs  upon  the  prefent  pofture  of  afl'airs, 
and  ufed  no-hody  better.     It  may  be  new  to  your 
grace  to  tell  you  fome  circumflances  of  his  remov- 
al.    A  letter  was  fent   him  by  the  groom    of  the 
q^ueen's  ftablcs,  to  dcfirc  he  would  break  his  luff,  ' 

which 
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which  would  be  the  eaficft  way,  both  to  her  ma- 
jefty  and  him.  Mr.  Smithy  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, happening  to  come  iji  a  littie  after,  my 
lord  broke  his  ftafl"  and  flung  the  pieces  in  the 
chimney,  defiring  Mr.  Smith  to  be  vvitnefs  that  he 
had  obeyed  the  queen's  commands,  and  fcnt  him 
to  the  queen  with  a  letter,  and  a  mertage,  which 
Mr.  Smith  delivered,  and  at  the  lame  time  furren- 
dered  up  his  own  office.  The  parliament  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  dilTolved,  although  the  day  is  yet  un- 
certain. The  remainder  ot  ivhr^s  in  employment 
are  refolved  not  to  refign  ;  and  a  certain  lord  told 
me,  he  had  been  the  giver  of  that  advice,  and  did 
in  my  prefcnce  prevail  on  an  acquaintance  of  mine 
in  a  great  poft  to  promife  the  fame  thing ;  only 
Mr.  Boylt:  [i],  they  fay,  is  refolved  to  give  up.  Every 
body  counts  infallibly  upon  a  general  removal. 
The  duke  of  ^eenfoury^  it  is  faid,  will  be  ftew- 
ard ;  my  lord  Choknondeley  is  gone  over  to  the 
new  intereft,  with  great  indignation  of  his  friends. 
It  is  affirmed  by  the  tories,  that  the  great  motive 
of  thefe  changes  was  the  abfolute  ncceffity  of  a 
peace,  which  they  thought  the  ivhigs  were  for  per- 
petually delaying.  Ele6lions  are  now  managing 
with  greater  violence  and  expence,  and  m.ore  com- 
petitors, than  ever  was  known  ;  yet  the  town  is 
much  fuller  of  people  than  ufual  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  waiting  till  they  fee  fome  ifl'ue  of  the 
matter.     The  duke  of  Ormor.d  is  much  talked  of 

[itj  Secretary  of  ftate4 

for 
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for  Ireland^  and  I  imagine  he  believcth  fomething 
of  it  himfelf.  Mr.  tfarky  is  looked  upon  as  firft 
minifter,  and  not  my  lord  Shrewjbcry  [/j,  and  his 
grace  helps  on  the  opinion,  whether  out  of  policy 
or  truth  ;  upon  all  occafions  profeffing  to  ftay  un- 
til he  fpeaks  with  Mr.  Horley.  The  queen  conti- 
nues at  Kmfmgton  indifpofed  wkh  the  gout,  of. 
which  fhe  hath  frequent  returns. 

1  deferred  writing  to  your  grace  as  late  as  I 
could  this  poft,  until  I  might  have  fomething 
to  entertain  you  :  but  there  is  fuch  an  univerfal 
uncertainty  among  thofe  who  pretend  to  know 
moft,  that  little  can  be  depended  on.  How- 
ever, it  may  be  fome  amulement  to  tell  you 
the  fejitiments  of  people  here,  and,  as  bad  as 
they  are,  I  am  fure  they  are  the  bcil:  that  are 
ftirrino- ;  for  it  is  thought  there  are  not  three! 
people  in  England  entirely  in  the  fccret  nor 
is  it  fure,  whether  even  thofe  three   are  agreed 

r/J  Clarhi  Tdllfo:,  duke  of  Shreiusbcry  ;  who  before  the  demlfe 
cf  queen  Anne  had  been  fccrctary  of  ftate,  and  ambalTador  extra- 
ordinary and  plenipotentiary  to  Lou'it  XIV.  king  of  France ;  and, 
at  the  death  of  her  majcfty,  he  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  lord 
high  treafurcr  of  England,  and  lord  chamberlain  of  the  hou/hold ; 
three  of  the  highcR  places  of  truft,  honour  and  profit,  never  in 
the  hands  of  one  perfon  before.  His  grace  died  without  ifTue,  by 
which  the  title  of  duke  became  extinft ;  but  the  title  of  carl  of 
Sbreiuibcry  dcvoUxd  on  Gilbert  Talbot,  a  Roman  Catholick,  the 
heir. 
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hi    what  they   intend  to   Jo.     I    am,  with  great 
rcfpeifl, 

A'ly  Lord,   your  Grace's 

Moft  obedient  and 

moft  humble  fervant^ 

J.  S  W  I  F  T. 

I  have  not  time  to  read  this  and  correct  the  literal 

miftakes. 
I    was   to    wait   on   the    duke  of  Onmnd^    to  fet 

him  right  in  the  ftory  of  the    college,  about  the 

{latue  [w],  kSc. 

LETTER    X  [7;]. 

London^  Oclohcr  lO,    i"io. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of 
^ept.  16,  but  I  was  in  no  pain  to  acknowledge 
it,  nor  {hall  be  at  any  other  time,  until  I  have 
fomething  that  I  think  worth  troubling  you,   be- 

\m\  Some  young  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity  took  the  truncheon 
out  of  the  righthand  of  the  Equcftrian  ibtue  of  king  William  ill. 
Of)  CdUgc-gretn,  Dublin,   and  were  expelled  for  it. 

ffi]  This  letter  being  in  part  only  printed  in  Vol.  XII.  Letter  III. 
ending  w  ith  the  words,  than  if  I  hud  zvilt  mart  in  cider,  and  being 
iniperf.rt  there  in  other  refpcds,  it  hxi  been  rLousht  proper  to  print 
the  whole  here. 

»  caufe 
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caufe  I  am  very  feii^ible  how  much  an  infignifi- 
cant  letter  is  worfe  than  none  at  ail.  I  had  lilce- 
v.'ife  the  memorial,  iffc.  in  another  pacquet :  and 
I  beg  your  grace  to  inclofc  whatever  pacquets  you 
fend  me  (I  mean  of  bulk),  under  a  paper  direct- 
ed to  Mr.  Steele  [ol,  at  his  office  in  the  Cockpit, 
and  not  for  me  at  Mr.  Steele's.  I  (hould  have  been 
glad  the  bifhops  had  been  here,  although  I  take 
bifliops  to  be  the  worfi:  follicitors  in  the  world,  ex- 
cept in  their  own  concerns ;  they  cannot  give 
theaifelves  the  little  troubles  of  attendance  that 
other  men  are  content  to  fwallow;  elfe,  I  am 
fure,  their  two  lordfhips  might  have  fucceeded 
eafier  than  men  of  my  level  can  rcafonably  hope 
to  do. 

As  foon  as  I  received  the  pacquets,  I  went  ta 
tirait  upon  Mr.  Harley[p\.  1  had  prepared  him 
before  by  another  hand,  where  he  was  very  inti- 
mate, and  got  myfelf  rcprefcnted  (which  I  might 
juftly  do)  as  one  extremely  ill  ufed  by  the  laft  mi- 
niftrv,  after  fome  obligations,  becaufe  I  refufed 
to  go  certain  lengths  they  v/ould  have  had  me. 
This  happened  to  be  in  fome  fort  Mr.  Harleyi 
own  cafe.  He  had  heard  very  often  of  me,  and 
received,  me  with  the  greateft  marks  of  kindnefs 
and  eftcem,  as  I  was  whifpercd  that  he  would,  and 
the  more,  upon  the  ill  ufage  I  had  met  with.  I 
fate  with  him  two  hours  among  company,  and  two 
hours  we  were  alone  ;  where  1  gave  him  a  hiftory 

f«]    Sir  "Richard  Stitle,    often  mentioned  in  thcfc  works. 
[/J  I^rd  high-trtifurer  of  EnglanJ,    created  carl  of  Oxford. 
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of  the  whole  bufuicfs,  and  the  flcps  that  had  been 
made  in  it,  which  he  heard  as  I  could  wifh,  and 
promircd  with  great  rcadineli)  his  bell  credit  to  ef- 
fect it.  I  mentioned  the  difficulties  wc  had  met 
with  from  lord  lieutenants  and  their  iecretarics, 
who  would  not  fuffer  others^  to  follicit,  and  ne- 
glected it  themfclves.  He  fell  in  with  me  entirely; 
and  faid,  neither  they  nor  himfelf  fhould  have  the 
merit  of  it,  but  the  queen,  to  whom  he  would 
fhew  my  memorial  with  the  firft  opportunity;  in 
order,  if  poflible,  to  have  it  done  in  this  inter- 
reo-num.  I  faid,  it  was  a  irreat  encoura'jcment  to 
the  bifliops  that  he  was  in  the  trcafury,  whom  they 
knew  to  have  been  the  chief  advifer  of  the  queen, 
to  grant  the  fame  favour  in  England.  That  the 
honour  and  merit  of  this  would  certainly  be  his, 
next  the  queen  ;  but  that  it  was  nothing  to  him, 
who  had  done  fo  much  greater  things  ;  and  that, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  he  was  obliged  to  the 
clergy  of  Ireland^  for  giving  him  an  occafion  of 
^ratifying  the  pleafure  he  took  in  doing  good  t» 
the  church.  He  received  my  compliment  extremely 
well,  and  renewed  his  promifcs  with  great  kind- 
ncfa.  I  forgot  to  tell  your  grace,  that  when  I 
faid  I  was  impowered,  ^c.  he  defircd  to  fee  my 
powers,  and  then  I  heartily  wiihed  they  had  been 
a  little  more  ample  ;  and  I  have  fmce  wondered 
what  fcrupie  a  number  of  bifhops  could  have  of 
empowering  a  clergyman  to  do  the  church  and 
them  a  fervice,  v.ithout  any  profpctt  or  imaglna- 
VoL.  XIV.  F  tion 
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tion   of  intcrcft   for  himfelf,  further  than    about 
ten  (hillings  a  year. 

Mr.  Harley  hath  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  to- 
day ;  but  I  {hall  not  put  him  upon  this  difcourfe 
fo  foon.  If  he  begins  it  himfelf,  I  will  add  at 
bottom  whatever  there  is  of  moment.  He  faid, 
Mr.  fecretary  St.  'John  \q]  defircs  to  be  acquainted 
with  me,  and  that  he  will  bring  tis  together, 
which  may  be  of  further  help  ;  although  I  told 
him  I  had  no  thoughts  of  applying  to  any  but  him- 
felf, wherein  he  differed  from  me,  defiringl  would 
fpcak  to  others,  if  it  were  but  for  form  ;  and 
feemed  to  mean,  as  if  he  would  avoid  the  envy  of 
doino:  thing-s  alone.  But  an  old  courtier  (an  inti- 
mate  friend  of  mine)  with  whom  I  confulted,  ad- 
vifed  me  ftill  to  let  him  know,  I  relied  wholly 
upon  his  good  inclinations  and  credit  with  the 
queen. 

I  find  I  am  forced  to  fay  all  this  very  confufedly, 
juft  as  it  lies  in  my  memory;  but,  perhaps,  it  may 
give  your  grace  a  truer  notion  of  what  paffed, 
than  if  I  had  writ  in  more  order.  Befides,  I  am 
forced  to  omit  the  greateft  part  of  what  I  faid, 
being  not  proper  for  a  letter  at  fuch  a  diftance ; 
for  I  told  very  freely  the  late  caufes  which  had 
ftopt  this  matter,  and  rem.ovcd  many  odious  mif-'' 
rcprefentations,  ^c. 

I  beg,  whatever  letters  are  fent  to   bifhops  or 
Others  in  this  matter,  by  your  grace  or  the  pri- 

[j]  Afterwards  lord  vifcount  Bdii^'ghroku 

mate. 
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mate,  may  be  inclofcd  to  me,  that  I  may  ftifle  or 
deliver  them,  as  the  courfe  of  the  affair  fhall  re- 
quire. As  for  a  letter  from  your  grace  to  the 
queen,  you  fay  it  needs  advice ;  and  I  am  fure  it 
is  not  from  me,  who  fliall  not  prcfume  to  offer; 
but  perhaps  from  what  I  have  writ,  you  may  form 
fome  judgment  or  other. 

As  for  public  affairs,  I  confefs  I  began  this  letter 
on  a  half  flicct,   merely  to  limit  myfelf  on  a  fub- 
jcdl   with   which    I   did  not  know  whether  your 
grace  would  be  entertained.     I    am   not  yet  con- 
vinced  that  any   accefs  to  men  in  power  gives  a 
man  more  truth  or  light  than  the  politicks  of  a  cof- 
fee-houfe.     I   have  known  fome  great    minifters, 
who  would  fecm  to  difcover  the  very  infideof  their 
hearts,  when   I  was  fure  they  did  not  value  whe- 
ther I  had  proclaimed  all  they  had  faid,  at  Charing- 
Crofs.     But  I  never  knew  one  great  miniftcr,  who 
made  any  fcruple  to  mould  the  alphabet  into  what- 
ever   words    he    plcafed ;  or  to  be  more  difficult 
about  any  fa<Sts,  than  his  porter  is  about  that   of 
his  lord's  being  at  home  ;  fo  that  whoever  hath  fo 
little  to  do,  as  to  dcfirc  fome  knowledge  in  fecrets 
of  ftate,  muff  compare  what  he  hears  from  feveral 
great  men,  as  from, one  great  man  at  feveral  times, 
which  is  equally  different.     People  were  furprifed, 
when  the  court  ftopt  its  hands  as  to  further  remo- 
vals :  the  comptroller,   a  lord   of  the  admiralty^ 
and    fome  others,  told    me,  they  expeded  every 
day  to  be  difmiffed  ;  but  they  were  all   deceived, 
and  the  higher  tories   are  very  angry  :  but  fome 

F  2  tim« 
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time  ago,   at  Hampto7i-Court,  I  picked  out  the  rea- 
fon  from  a  dozen  perfons  ;  and  told  fir  J.  Holland., 
I  would  lay  a  wager  he  would  not  lofe  his  ftafF  To 
foon  as  he  imagined.     The  miniftry  are  afraid  of 
too  great  a  majority  of  their  own  fide  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and   therefore  flopped  Ihort  in  their 
changes ;  yet  fomc  refiners  think  they  have  here 
gone  too  far  already,  for  of  thirty  new  members 
in  the  prefcnt  eledtions,  about  twenty-fix  are  lo- 
ries.    The  duke  of  Ormond  feemeth  itill   to   fland 
the  faired   for  Ireland  •.,  altho'  I   hear  fomc  faint 
hopes  they  will  not  nominate  very  foon.  The  ruin 
of  the  late  party  was  owing  to  a   great  number, 
and   a  complication  of  caufes  which   I   have  had 
from  perfons  able  enough  to  inform  me  ;  and  that 
is  all  we  can  mean  by  a  good  hand,    for  the  veracity 
is  not  to  be  relied  on.     The  duchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough's  removal  hath   been   feven  years  working  ; 
that  of  the  treafurer  above  three,  and    he  was    to 
be  difmifl'ed  before  lord  Sunderland.     Befides   the 
many  pcrfonal  caufes,   that  of  breaking  meafures 
fettled   for  a    peace  four  years   ago   had    a  great 
weight,  when   the  French   had  complied  with  all 
terms,     i^c.     In   fhort,    they  apprehend    the    old 
party  to  be  entirely  againfl  a  peace,  for  fome  time, 
until  they  were  rivctted  faft,  to©  fafl  to  be  broke, 
as  they  othcrwifc  expected,   if  the  war  fliould  con- 
clude too  foon.     I  cannot  tell    (for  it  is  juft  come 
into  my  head)  whether  fome  unanimous  addreflcs, 
from  thole  who  love  the  church  in  Ireland,  or  from 
Dublin,  or  your  grace  and  the   clergy,  might  not 

be 


TO      DR.      KING.  69 

be  fcafonablc  ;  or,  whether  my  lord  JVhavtoiii  be- 
ing not  yet  fufpcndcd  may  yet  hinder  it. 

I  forgot  to  tell  your  grace,  that  the  memorial  I 
gave  Mr.  Harlcy  was  drawn  up  by  myfclf,  and  was 
an  abftradt  of  what  I  had  faid  to  him  :  it  was  as 
fhort  as  I  could  make  it ;  that  which  you  font  be- 
ing too  long,  and  of  another  nature. 

I  dined  to-day  with  Mr.  Harlcy ;  but  I  muft 
humbly  beg  your  grace's  pardon  if  I  fay  no  more 
at  prcfent,  for  rcafons  I  may  fliortly  let  you  know. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  defirc  your  grace  to  believe 
me,  with  the  greateft  rcfpecl. 

My  Lord, 

your  Grace's 

moft  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 


F  3  LET. 
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LETTER      XI  [rj. 

London,  Nov.  4,  17 10. 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  moft  unhappily  engaged  this  night,  where 
I  cannot  write  to  your  grace  fo  long  a  letter  as 
I  intended  :  but  I  will  mdke  it  up  in  a  poft  or  two. 
I  have  only  now  to  tell  you,  that  Mr.  Harley  hath 
given  me  leave  to  acquaint  my  lord  primate  and 
your  grace,  that  the  queen  hath  granted  the  firft 
fruits  and  twentieth  parts  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland, 
It  was  done  above  a  fortnight  ago ;  but  I  was  then 
obliged  to  keep  it  a  fecret,  as  I  hinted  to  your 
grace  in  my  laft  letter.  He  hath  now  given  me 
leave  to  let  your  grace  and  my  lord  primate  know 
it ;  only  defires  you  will  fay  nothing  of  it  until  a 
letter  cometh  to  you  from  m.y  lord  Dartmcidh,  fe- 
crctary  of  ftate.  All  I  know  yet  is,  that  the 
biftiops  are  to  be  made  a  corporation  for  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  firft  fruits,  and  that  the  twentieth  parts 
are  to  be  remitted.  I  will  write  to  your  grace  the 
particulars  of  my  negotiation,  and  fome  other 
amufements,  very  foon.  I  humbly  beg  your  grace 
to  acquaint  my  lord  primate  with  this.  I  had  your 
grace's  letter  laft  poft ;  and  you  will  now  fee,  that 
your  letters  to  the  archbifhop  here  are  unneceflary. 
I  was  a  little   in  pain  about  the  duke  of  Ormond, 

fr]  This  and  all  the  following  letters  to  Dr.  King  were,  in  fome 
former  cdidonSj  falfely  fuppofcd  to  be  addreflcd  to  Dr.  NarciJJin  Marjh. 

■who, 
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who,  I  feared,  might  intcrpofc  in  this  matter, 
and  be  angry  it  was  done  witliout  him  :  but  Mr. 
Harlcy  hath  very  kindly  taken  this  matter  upon 
himfelf.  It  was  ycfterday  I  dined  with  him,  and 
he  told  me  all  this ;  and  to-morrow  I  dine  with 
him  again,  where  I  may  hear  more.  I  fhall  obey 
your  grace's  dire£lions,  whether  my  flay  here  be 
further  neceflary  after  you  have  had  the  letter 
from  the  fecretary's  office.  I  know  not  what  it 
will  be  ;  but,  if  any  forms  remain  to  finifh,  I 
fhall  be  ready  to  affifl  in  it  as  I  have  hitherto  done. 
I  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  he  fatisfied 
with  Mr,  Harlefs  condudi  in  the  whole  affair.  In 
three  days,  he  fpoke  of  it  to  the  queen,  and  gave 
her  my  memorial,  and  fo  continued  until  he  got 
her  grant.  I  am  now  in  much  company,  and  fleal 
this  time  to  write  to  your  grace.  The  queen  was 
refolved  to  have  the  whole  merit  of  this  affair  to 
hcrfelf.  Mr.  Harley  advifed  her  to  it ;  and,  next 
to  her  majefly,  he  is  the  only  perfon  to  be  thanked. 
I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  many  days  before  you  have 
the  letter  from  my  lord  Dartmouth;  and  your  grace 
will  afterwards  fignify  your  commands,  if  you 
have  any  for  me.  I  fhall  go  to  the  office,  and  fee 
that  a  difpatch  be  made  as  foon  as  poffible. 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpeft. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Grace's 

mofl  dutiful  and  mofl 

obedient  humble   fervant, 
J.  SWIFT. 
F  4  LET- 
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LETTER      XIL 


Londofi^   Nov.  22i   1710. 
I\!y  Lord, 

I  HAD  your  grace's  letter  not  until   this  day: 
■vvhcthcr  it    lay   in    the    fecrctary's   office,    or 
was  kept  by  the  wind,  1  cannot  tell ;  but  I  would 
have  expofcd  it  immediately  whenever  it  had  come. 
Mr.  ScitthiccU  told  n-.c  two  days  ago   of  the  letter 
your  grace  mentions,    which  furprifed  me  a  good 
deal,  when  I  remembered  I  had  writ  to  your  grace 
three  weeks  ago,  that  the   queen   had   abfolutcly 
granted  the  firfl  fruits   and  twentieths,   and    that 
Mr.  Harlcy  had  permitted  mc  to  fignify   the  fame 
to  the  primate  and  your  grace.     Perhaps  the  let- 
ter might  not  have  reached  your  grace  before  that 
rcfolution  of  fending  to  the  duke  of  Onnond-,  but 
however,  I  gave  you  fuch  an  account  of  my    re- 
ception from  Mr.  Harlcy,  and  his  rcadinefs  to  un- 
dertake this  aflair,  and  what  fteps  he  had  already 
made  in  it,  as    1  thought  would  have  given  you 
fomc  fight  in  what  vvay  the  bufincfs  v/as  ;  but  Mr. 
Harley  charged  mc  to  tell  nobody  alive,  what  the 
queen  had  refolved  on,  till  he  gave  mc  leave  ;  and, 
by  the   conclufion  of  a  former  letter,    your  grace 
might  fee  you  were  to  expect  fomc  further  intelli- 
gence very  foon.    Your  grace  may  remember,  that, 
upon  your  telling  me   how  backv/ard  the  bifliops 

were 
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were  in  giving  nie  a  power,   I  was  very  unwilling 
to  go  at  all,  and  fent  the  dean  of  St.  P<itrick''s  [s] 
to  tell  vou  fo  ;   but  you  thought  I  could  not  hand- 
ft^mciy  put  it  off,  when   things   were  c;one  fo  far. 
Your  objection  then,  about  the  difadvantagc  I  lav 
under  in  point  of  party,  I  know  well  enough  how 
to  anfwer,  otherwifc  nothing  (hould  have  prevailed 
on  me  to  come  hither ;   and,   if  my  lords   the  bi- 
fliops  doubt   whether   I   have  anv  credit  with  tlvc 
prefent  minifiry,  I  will,    if  they  pleafc,    undo  thi? 
ninttcr  in  as  little  time  as   I   have  done  it.     I   did 
reckon  your  grace  underflood  and  believed   me  in 
v.'hat  1  faid  ;  and  I  reckon  fo  flill ;   but  I  will  not 
be  at  the  pains  of  undecei\  ing  fo  many.     I   never 
propofcd  to  myfclf  either  credit  or   profit  by  my 
labour,  but   the  fatisfaction  of  doing  good,    v/ith- 
out  valuing  whether  I  had   the  merit  of  it  or  no  : 
but  the  method  now  taken  was  the  likelieft  war 
to  let  all  things  backward,  if  it  were  not  paft  dan- 
ger.    It  fhall  be  my  buAnefs    (until   my  lords  tlic 
bifhops  forbid  me  to  engage  further)  to   prevent 
any   mifundcrftanding   with   A'Ir.    Hcirlcy   by  thii 
fuddcn   flep.     The  thing  was  all   done  before  the 
duke  of  Onmnd  v/as  named  for  lord  lieutenant,    fo 
there  was  no  affront  at  all  to  him  ;  and  Mr.  Hur- 
ley told  me  more  than  once,  that  fuch  an   interefl 
v.'as  the  propercfl,   becaufe  he   thought  the  queen 
herfclf  fhould  have  the  doing  of  it :   but  1   faid   a 
great  deal  of  this  in  former  letters,     if  your  grace 

\i\  Dr.  Stji/ttj   aftcrwnrds  biihop  of  Ci'cglci, 

hath 
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hath  any  commands  for  me   of  your  ov/n,  I   fhall 
obey  thtm  with  ail  chearfulnefs,  being,  with  great 
refpefl;, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER      XIII. 

London,  Nov.  2.8,   17 10. 

My  Lord, 

AD  AY  or  two  after  I  received  your  grace's 
letter,  of  the  2d  inflant,  I  dined  with  Mr. 
Southwell^  who  fhewed  me  the  letter  of  the  bifhops 
to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  another  letter  from  the 
biftiop  of  Kildarc  to  Mr.  Southzirll,  to  defire  him 
to  get  the  papers  from  me,  which  I  fhall  fend  him 
as  foon  as  I  have  looked  them  out.  Mr.  Southwell 
faid,  that  a  month  or  tv/o  hence,  when  the  duke 
began  to  think  of  this  journey,  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  follicit  this  affair.  Upon  this  I  told  him 
frankly,  that  the  queen  had  already  granted  the 
iirfl:  fruits,  and  that  I  had  writ  to  your  grace  by 
Mr,  Harleys  directions,  but  that  my  letter  did  not 
reach  you,  until  your's  was  fent  to  the  duke  and 

him; 
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him;  and  that  tlicrcfore  I  thought- it  would  be  a 
very  odd  ftcp  to  begin  again.  He  faid,  he  v/as  glad 
it  was  done,  nnd  that  he  did  not  defign  to  take  any 
of  the  credit  from  nie,  ijc.  I  told  him  fincerely, 
it  was  wliat  1  did  nor  regard  at  all,  and,  provided 
tiie  church  had  the  Lcnefit,  it  was  indifierent  to 
me  how  it  came  about  ;  and  fo  we  parted.  I  had 
told  the  duke  o(  Ormond  at  firft,  that  I  would  ap- 
ply myrdf  to  Mr.  Ilarlcy^  if  his  grace  advifed  it, 
which  he  did  ;  and  i  afterwards  told  Mr.  So-uthvuell^ 
that  Mr.  Harley  had  been  very  kind  in  promifing 
his  good  ollicci; :  further  I  durft  not  fpeak,  being 
under  an  eng^^^i^-cnt  of  fccrecy  to  Mr.  Harley  ; 
and  the  whole  thing  was  done  before  the  duke  was 
declared  lord  lieutenant,  if  your  grace  confiders 
the  time  you  fcnt  me  the  paper,  you  will  judge 
what  difpatch  was  made  ;  in  two  days  after,  I  de- 
livered a  memorial  I  drew  up  to  Mr.  Harley  \  and 
in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  he  had  treated  the  matter 
four  times  with  the  queen,  and  then  told  me  fhc 
had  granted  it  abfolutely,  as  my  memorial  defired, 
but  charged  me  to  tell  no  man  alive  ;  and  your 
grace  may  remember,  that  one  of  my  letters  ended 
with  fomething  as  if  1  were  limited,  and  would 
fay  more  in  a  fliort  time  \t\.  In  about  a  week  af- 
ter, I  had  leave  to  inform  the  primate  and  your 
grace,  as  I  did  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  inftant  [«]. 
It  is  to  be  confidercd,  that  the  queen  was  all  this 
while  at  Hampton-Court  or  JVindfor^  fo  that  I  think 

[fj  Page  6^,  [k]  Page  70. 

5  the 
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che  difpatch  was  very  great.     Rut,   indeed,    I  ex- 
pctStfd  a  letter  would  have  been  fcnt  from  the  fe- 
cretary's  office,  to  fignify  this  matter  in  due  form  ; 
:in4  io  it  will  :   but  Mr.  Harley  had  a  mind  firft  to 
briiisi  me  to  the  queen,  for  that  and    fome  other, 
wisrttcrs  ;  and  flie  came   to  town  not  a  week  ago, 
aw^'  was  out  of  order  one  day  when  it  was  defigned 
I  ftoukl  attend  her ;   and,    Tmce,   the  parliament's 
beginning  hath  taken  her  up  :  but,  in  a  few  days, 
Sir.  Hmky  tclh  me  lie  will  introduce  mc.     This 
1  tell  your  grace  in  confidence,  only  to  fatrsfy  you 
in  particular,  why  the  queen  hath  not  yet  fent  a 
ktter  in  form.     Upon  that  difpatch  to  Mr.  South- 
zvcflj  I  was  perplexed  to  the  laft  degree.     I  did  not 
value  the  flighting  manner  of  the  bifliop  of  A'/V- 
derc'f  [k']  letter,  barely  defiring  Mr  South'aj£ll[x'] 
to  call   on  me  for  the  papers,   without  any   thing  . 
further,  as  if  I  had  been  wholly  infignificant;  but 
I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  myfelf  with  the  duke 
and  Mr.  Hurley.     I  met  the  latter  ycfterday  in  the 
court  of  requefls,  and   he  whifpered  me  to  dine 
with  him.     At  dinner,  I  told  him  of  the  difpatch 
to  Mr.  SoulhivcUj  and  rallied   him  for  putting  me 
nndcr  difficulties  with  his  fecrets ;  that  1  was  run- 
ning my  head  againft  a  wall ;  that  he  reckoned  he 
had  done  the  church,   and   mc    a  favour;  that  I 
Ihould  difoblige  the  duke  o{Ormond\   and  that  the 
bifhops  in  Ireland  thought  I  had  done  nothing,  and 

\x\  Rit,ht  Uon.  iLdiuard  Scutkwcll,  E%  fccritarj-  ef  ihte  for  Ire- 

had 
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had  therefore  taken  away  my  commiflioii.    He  told 

nie,  your  Icdihip  had  taken  it  away  in  good  time, 

for  the  thing  was  done  ;  and  that,  as  for  the  duke 

of  Ormondy  i    need   not   be  uneafy  ;   for  he  wouJd 

let  liis  grace  know  it  as  foon  as  he  faw  him,  which 

would    be   in  a  day  or  two,   at  the  trcafirry  ;  ;inJ 

then  promifed    again   to  carry   mc   to  the  queen, 

with  the  firft  opportunity.     Your  grace   now  fees 

how  the  affair  Hands,  and  whether  I  defcrve  fuch 

treatment  from  the  bifliops ;  from  every  part  whejTcaf 

I  wholly  exclude  your  grace,  and  could  only  ^vifii 

my    firll  letter,   about  the  progrefs   I   had   made, 

had  found   fo  much    credit  with  you,   as    to  har«e 

delayed   that  difpatch  until  you  heard   once  nvDxe 

from  me.     I  had  at  leall:  fo  much  difcretion,    ocot 

to  pretend  1  had  done  more  than  I  really  did,    l»ut 

rather  lefs  :  and,  if  I  had  confulted  my  own  inter- 

crt,   I  fhouid  hiive  employed  my  credit    with  the 

prefeut   miniftry  another  way.     The  hifiiops    arc 

miltaken  in   me;    it  is  well  known   here,    that    i 

could  have  made  my  markets  with  the  1  ail  mini ftrv 

if  I  had  pleafed  ;  and  the  prefent   men   in   power 

are  very  well  apprifed  ol^  it,  as  your  grace  may,  if 

1   live  to  fee  you  a;:;'.in  ;  which   I   certain!)'  nevex 

would  in  Ireland^  if  I  did  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I 

can  ufvon  a  better  foot  with  your  grace,  than  with 

fome   other    of   their  lordfhips.       Your    grace    is 

pleafed  to  command  nic  to  continue  my  follicitati- 

ons  ;   but  as  now  there  will  be  no  need  ot  thuii, 

lo  1  think  my  commiffion  is  at  an  cud,  ever  fince 

I   had  notice   of  that  difputch  to   IMr.    Soui'nuc/J. 

However, 
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However,  in  obedience  to  your  grace,  if  tliere  be 
any  thing  to  be  done  about  expediting  the  forms, 
wherein   my  fervice  can  be  of  ufc,  I   will   readily 
perform  as  far  as  I  am  able  :   but  I  muft  tell  your 
grace  what  gives  me  the  greateft  difplcafure,  that 
1  had  hopes  to  prevail  that   the  queen  fhould  in 
fome  months  be  brought  to  remit  the  crown-rents, 
which  I  named  in  my  memorial ;  but  in  an  article 
byitfelf;  and    which  Mr.   Harley  had  given    me 
fome  hopes  of,  and  I  have  fome  private  reafons  to 
think,  might   have  been  brought  about.     I    men- 
tioned it  in  the  memorial,  only   as  from  myfelf  j 
and  therefore,  if  I  have  an  opportunity,!  fhall  ven- 
ture to  mention  it  to  the  queen,  or  at  leaft  repeat  it 
to  Mr.  Harley.     This  I  do  as  a  private  man,  whom 
the  bifhops  no  longer  own.     it   is  certainly  right 
to  pay  all  civilities  and  make  applications  to  a  lord 
lieutenant ;  but,  without  fome  other  means,  a  bufi- 
nefs  may  hang  long  enough,  as  this  of  the   firffc 
fruits  did  for  four  yc.nrs  under  the  duke  of  Ormcnd's 
laft  government,  although  no  man  loves  the  church 
of  Ireland  better  than  his  grace  ;  but  fuch  things 
are  forgot  and  negledtcd  between  the  governor  and 
his    fecretaries,   unlefs  foUicited  by  fomebody  who 
has  the  bulinels  at  heart.     But  I   have  done,   and 
fhall  trouble  your  grace  no  farther   upon  this  af- 
fair;  and  on  other  occafions,  while  I  am  here,  will 
endeavour  to  entertain  you  with  what  is  like  to 
pafs  in  this  bufy  fcene,  where  all  things  are  taking 
a  new,  and,  1  think,  a  good  turn  ;  and  where,  if 

you 
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you  pleafc,  I  will  write  to  you,  with  that  freedom 
I  formerly  did  ;  and  I  beg  your  grace  to  employ  me 
in  any  commands  you  may  have  here,  which  I 
fball  be  prouder  to  obey,  than  to  have  ever  (o 
much  merit  with  fomc  others  ;  being,  with  perfect 
refpetS, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's 

mod  dutiful  and 

mofl:  obedient 

humble  fcrvant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

Your  grace  will  pleafe  to  direcl:  for  me  at  St, 
James's  coffee-houfe  in  St.  faines's-Jirect. 

Two  hundred  members  fupped  laft  night  at  the 
Fountain-tavern,  where  they  went  to  determine 
about  a  chairman  for  ele6tions.  Medlecott  and 
Manly  were  the  two  candidates ;  but  the  com- 
pany could  not  agree,  and  parted  in  an  ill  hu- 
mour. It  is  a  matter  of  fome  moment,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  amicably  made  up  ;  but  the  great 
rock  we  are  afraid  of,  is  a  diflention  among  the 
majority,  becaufe  the  weakeft  part,  when    they 

grow  difcontented,  know  where  to  retire,  and 
be  received. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XIV  [y]. 

Lofidofij  Dec.  30,  1710. 

Mv  Lord, 

HAVE  jufl  received  your  grace's  letter  cf  the 
1 6th  ;  and  I  was  going  however  to  write  again 
to  your  grace,  not  upon  bufinefs,  but  to  amufe 
you  with  fomething   from  hence,  which  no  man 
wants  more  than  your  grace,  confidcring  the  vari- 
ety of  other  people's  affairs    you   have    always  on 
your  hands,  as  well  as  the  church's  and  your  own, 
which  are  the  fame  thing.     The  duke  of  Ormond 
told  me  the  other  day,  that  the  [zj   primate  de- 
clined very  faft,  and  was  hardly  able  to  fign  a  pa- 
per.    I    faid,  I  wondered  they  would  put   him  in 
the  government,    when  every  one  knew  hef  was  a 
dying  man  this  twelvemonth  paft.     I  hope,  for  the 
church's  good,    that  your  grace's   friends  will   do 
their  duty  in   rcprcfcnting  you   as  the  pcrfon   the 
kingdom  wiftieth  to   fuccccd   him.     I    know  not 
how  your  difpofitions  ftand  that  way.    I  know  my 
lord  prefident  hath  great  credit  at  prefcnt,    and    I 
undcrftood  him  to  be  a  friend  to  your  grace.  I  can 
only  fay,  I  have  no  regard  to  your  intcreft  in  this, 

[^]  This  Aould  have  been  infcrtcd  after  Letter  VI.  Vo!.  XII,   to 
•which  it  is  an  anfwcr. 
[z.]  Dr.  Mjrjh. 
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but  that  of  the  church ;  and  therefore  fhoultl  be 
very  glad  to  drop  in  a  word  where  it  licth  in  my 
way,  if  I  thought  it  would  not  be  difagreeable  to 
you.  I  dread  their  fending  a  perfon  from  hence, 
v/hich  I  fliall  venture  to  prevent  with  all  the  little 
credit  I  have,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  a  primate 
of  our  own  kingdom  and  univerfity ;  and  that  is 
all  I  fliall  venture  to  fay  on  this  fubjeft. 

Marfhal  Staremberg  [a]  hath  certainly  got  to 
Saragojfa  with  7000  men,  and  the  duke  of  Vendopiie 
[i]  hath  fent  him  his  equipage.  Mr.  Stanhope  [r] 
was  pofitive  to  part  forces  with  Staremberg,  which 
occafioned  this  lofs  ;  and  when  the  battle  was, 
they  were  fevcral  miles  afunder.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  yefterday  an  hour  with  the  queen  ; 
it  was  fet  him  at  twelve  at  noon,  when  it  was 
likely  his  vifit  fhould  be  fhorteft.  Mr.  St.  John 
was  with  her  juft  before,  and  Mr.  Harley  juft  af- 
ter. The  duke's  behaviour  was  with  the  moft 
abje6l  fubmiflion  ;  that  he  was  the  mcaneft  of  her 
.  majefty's  inftruments  ;  her  humble  creature  ;  2 
poor  worm,  ifjc.  This  I  had  from  a  lord  to  whom 
the  queen  told  it :  for  the  minifters  never  tell  any 
thing ;  and  it  is  only  by  picking  out  and  compar- 
ing, that  one  can  ever  be  the  wifer  for  them.  I 
took  leave  yefterday  of  lord  Peterborow-t  who  is 
going  in  a  day  or  two  to  Vienna :    I  faid,  I  wiflied 

[*]  General  and  commander  of  the  Imperial  forces  in  Spa'm, 
[b]  Commander  of  the  French. 

[f]  General  Siarboptf  commander  of  the  Ergtijb,     He  was  created 
an  carl  by  Gcsrge  I. 

Vol.  XIV,  G  he 
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he  were  going  to  Spain  ;  he  told  me,   he  hoped  hi-r 
prefent  journey  w.ould  be  to  more  purpofe;  and,- 
by  what  I  can  gather,  they  will   ufe  all  means  to 
make  as  fpcedy  a  peace  as  pofHble,  with  fafety  and 
honour.     Lord  Rivers  [^^J  tells  me  he  will  not  fet 
out  for  Htmovcr  this  month.     1  alked   him    about 
his  late  reception  there,  becaufe  the  town  was  full 
of  ftories  about  it  :   he   alTurcd  me    he  eould   not 
dcfire  a  better  ;  and,    if  it  were  otherv/ife,  I    be- 
lieve he  v/ould  be  hardly  pitched   upon  to  be  fent 
again.     The  young  people  in  parl-iament  are  very 
eager  to  have   fome  enquiries  made  into  paft  ma- 
nagements, and  area  little  angry  with  the  flacknefs 
of  the  miniflry  upon  that  article  ;  they  fay,    they 
have  told  thofc  who  fcnt  them,   that   the  queen's 
calling;  a  new  parliament  was  to  correct  and   look 
into    former    abufes ;    and,  if   fomething   of  the 
latter  be  not  done,  they  know  not  how  to  anfwer 
it.     I  am  not  altogether  fatisfied  how  the  miniftry 
is  difpofcd  in  this  point.    Your  grace  hath   heard 
there  was  much  talk  lately  of  Sir  Richard  Levingc  s 
\_e\  dcfign  to  impeach  lord  Wharton  ;  and   feveral 
perfons  of  great  confideration  in  the  houfe  afiured 
me,  they  would  give  him  all  encouragement ;  and 
1  have  reafon  to  know,  it  would  be  acceptable  ta 
the  court  :  but  Sir  Richard   is   the   moft  timorous 
man  alive,  and  they  all  begin   to  look  upon  him 

[</]  KuhardSa-vage,  eat.}  Rhcrs,  hcrmajefty's  minifter  and  pleni- 
potentiary to  HantTjcr. 

[e\  Speaker  of  the  houfc  cf  commons,  and  lord  chief  juftice  *£ 
ibe  king'S'bcncb. 
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:n  that  character,  and  to  hope  nothing  from  him: 
"jKivvcvcr,  they  talk,  ot  lome  other  encjuiries  when 
the  parliament  meets  after  this  recefs ;  and  it  is 
often  in  people's  mouths,  that  February  will  be  a 
warm  month  ;  but  this  I  can  affirm  nothing  of, 
and  1  hope  your  grace  will  diflinguifh  between 
what  1  affirm,  and  what  1  report :  as  to  the  firft, 
you  may  fecurely  count  upon  itj  the  other  you 
will  plcafe  to  take  as  it  is  fent. 

Since  the  letter  from  the  bifhops  to  the  duke  of 
Orniond,  I  have  been  a  much  cooler  follicitor  j  for 
I  look  upon  myfelf  no  longer  a  deputed  perfon. 
Your  grace  may  be  fully  fatisfied  that  the  thing 
is  granted,  becaufe  I  had  orders  to  report  it  to  you 
from  the  prime  minifter ;  the  reft  is  form,  and  may 
be  done  at  any  time :  as  for  bringing  the  letter 
over  myfelf,  I  muft  again  profefs  to  your  grace, 
that  I  do  not  regard  the  reputation  of  it  at  all  j 
perhaps  I  might  if  I  were  in  Ireland;  but,  when  I 
am  on  this  fide,  a  certain  pride  feizeth  me,  from 
very  difrcrent  ufage  I  met  with,  which  maketh  me 
look  on  things  in  another  light;  but,  befides,  I 
beg  to  tell  your  grace  in  confidence,  that  the 
miniftry  have  defircd  me  to  continue  here  fom'e 
time  longer,  for  certain  reafons,  that  I  may  fome 
time  have  the  honour  to  tell  j'^ou.  As  for  every- 
body's knowing  what  is  done  in  the  firft  fruits,  it 
was  I  that  told  it ;  for,  after  I  faw  the  bifhops' 
letter,  1  let  every  one  know  it  in  perfect  fpight, 
and  told  Mr.  Harley  and  Mr.  fecrctary  St.  John  fo. 
However,    in    humble   deference   to  your   grace's 

G  2  opinion. 
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opinion,  and  not  to  appear  fullcn,  I  did  yefterday 
complain  to  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John,  that  Mr.  Har- 
ley  had  not  yet  got  the  letter  from  the  queen  to 
confirm  the  grant  of  the  firft  fruits ;  that  I  had 
loft  reputation  by  it ;  and  that  I  took  it  very  ill  of 
them  both  ;  and  that  their  excufes  of  parliament 
bufinefs,  and  grief  for  the  lofs  in  Spa'in^  were  what 
I  would  bear  no  longer.  He  took  all  I  faid  very 
well,  and  defircd  I  would  call  on  him  to-morrow 
morning,  and  he  would  engage,  if  Mr.  Harley 
had  not  done  it,  he  himfelf  would  in  a  day  or 
two.  As  foon  as  there  is  any  ifTue  of  this,  I  {hall 
inform  your  grace  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is 
a  trifle  they  will  not  refufe  me. 

I  have  had  from  other  hands  fome  accounts  of 
that  ridiculous  plot  your  grace  mentions,  but  it  is 
not  yet  talked  of  here,  neither  have  any  of  the 
miniflry  mentioned  a  word  of  it  to  me,  although 
they  are  well  apprifed  of  fome  afi'airs  in  Ireland -^ 
for  J  had  two  papers  given  me  by  a  great  man>  one 
about  the  fentence  of  the  defacers  of  the  ftatue  [f]y 
and  the  other  about  a  tryal  before  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Brodericky  for  fome  words  in  the  north, 
fpoke  by  a  clergyman  againft  the  queen.  I  fuppofe 
your  grace  reckons  upon  a  new  parliament  in  Ire- 
land, with  fome  alterations  in  the  council,  the 
law,  and  the  revenue.  Your  grace  is  the  moft 
exadt  corrcfpondent  I  ever  had,  and  the   dean  of 

[/]  Seepage  63. 
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St.  PatricJt'i  dirc£i\y  contrary,  which  I    hope  you 
will  remember  to  lay  to  him  upon  the  occafion. 

lam, 

with  the  greateft  refpe^l, 

my  Lord, 

your  Grace's 

moft  dutiful  and 

jnoft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT, 

i  have  read  over  this  letter,  and  find  feveral  things 
relating  to  affairs  here,  that  are  faid  in  perfect 
confidence  to  your  grace  :  if  they  arc  told  again, 
I  only  defire  it  may  not  be  knovv^n  from  what 
hand  they  came. 

LETTER      XV. 

London f  Jan.  4,  1710-II. 

My  Lord, 

HAVING  writ  to  your  grace  fo  lately,  I 
only  now  make  bold  to  let  you  know,  that 
©n  Tuefday  I  was  to  wait  on  Mr.  fecretary  St. 
John,  who  told  me  from  Mr.  Harhy^  that  I  need 

G  3  not 
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not  to  be  in  pain  about  the  firft  fruits,>foi-  the  war- 
rant was  drawn   in  order  towards   a  patent  -,  but 
muft   pafs  two   feveral  forms,  and  take  up   fome 
time,  for   the  queen  defigncth  to  make  a  grant  by 
her  letters  patent.     I  fhall  ^akc  all  due  methods  to 
haften  it  as  far  as  I    am   able  ;  but  in  thefe  cafes 
they  are  generally    pretty   tedious.      Mr.  Harley 
likevvife  fent  me  the  fame  day,   by  another  perfon, 
the  fame  meflage.     1  dined  with  him   about  four 
days  a^i-o  ;  but,   there  being  much  company,    and 
he  going  away  in  hafte  pretty  foon  after  diiincr,  he 
had  not  time  to  tell  me  fo  himfelf.    Indeed  he  hath 
been  fo  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  this  matter  as  I 
would  have  him,  that  he  never  needed  prefling, 
which,   confidering  both  the  weight  and  difficulty 
of  affairs  at  prefent  on  his  flioulders,   is  very  ex- 
traordinary, and   what  I   never  met  from  a  great 
minifter  before.     I  had  thought,  and  fo  Mr.  Har- 
ley told  me,  that  the  queen  would  have  fent  a  letter 
to  the  bifliops  ;  but  this  is  a  (horter  way,  and  I 
hope   your  grace   will  like  it.     I  am,  with  the 
.  greateft  refpect, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 

gnd  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.   S  W  I  F  T. 
I  am 
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I  rvm  told  from  a  good  hand,  that  In  a  fhort  time 
the  hoiife  of  commons  will  fall  upon  fomc  en- 
quiries into  the  late  management. 

I  took  leave  yefterday  of  lord  Peterhoroiv,  who,  I 
fuppofe,  is  this  day  fet  out  on  his  journey  to 
Vienna ;  he  is  a  little  difcouraged,  and  told  mc, 
he  did  not  hope  for  any  great  fucccfs  in  what  he 
went  upon.  He  is  one  of  thofe  many  who  are 
miehtily  bent  upon  having  fome  fuch  enquiries 
made  as  I  have   mentioned. 

LETTER      XVI. 

London^  March  8,    1710-ir. 

Mv  Lord, 

IW  R  I  T  E  to  your  grace  under   the  greatcft 
difturbance  of  mind  for  the  publicic  and  my- 
self.    A  gentleman   came   in  where  I   dined  this 
afternoon,  and    told  us  Mr.  Harley  was   ftabbcd, 
and  fome  confufed  particulars.     I  immediately  ran 
to  fccretary  St.  John  s  hard  by,  but  nobody  was  at 
home ;  I   met  Mrs.  St.   John  in  her  chair,    who 
could  not  fatisfy  me,   but  was   in  pain  about  the 
fecretary,  who,  as  (he  heard,  had  killed  the  mur- 
derer.    I   went   ftral2:l-it    to    Mr.  Harley  s,    where 
abundance  of  people  were  to  enquire,  i  got  young 
Mr.  Harley   to  mej  he  faid  his  father  was  aflecp, 
an<i  they   hoped   in  no  danger,   and  then  told  me 
the  fa6t,   as  I  (hall  relate  it  to  your  grace.     This 

G  4.  day 
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day  the  marquis  ^^  Gulfcani  w^is  taken  up  forhigh- 
treafon,  by  a  warrant  of  Mr.  St.  John,  and  ejf- 
amined  before  a  committee  of  council  in  Mr.  St. 
yohns  office,  where  were  prefent,  the  dukes  of 
Ormond,  Buckingham,  Shrewjhury,  earl  Powlet,  Mr. 
Harley,  Mr.  St.  John,  and  others.  During  ex- 
amination, Mr.  Harley  obfcrved  Gulfcard,  who 
flood  behind  him,  but  on  one  fide,  fvvearing  and 
looking  difrefpectfully.  He  told  him  he  ought  to 
behave  himfclf  better,  while  he  was  examined  for 
fuch  a  crime.  Gu'ijcord  immediately  drew  a  pen- 
knife out  of  his  pocket,  which  he  had  picked  out 
of  fome  of  the  offices,  and  reaching  round  ftabbed 
him  jufl:  under  the  breaft,  a  little  to  the  right  fide; 
but  it  pleafcd  God  that  the  point  flopped  at  one 
of  the  ribs,  and  broke  fliort  half  an  inch.  Imme- 
diately Mr.  St.  John  rofe,  drew  his  fword,  and  ran 
it  into  Guifcard's  breaft.  Five  or  fix  more  of  the 
council  drew,  and  flabbed  Guifcard  in  feveral  pla- 
ces :  but  the  earl  Powlet  called  out,  for  God's 
lake,  to  fpare  Guifcard's  life,  that  he  might  be 
made  an  example  ;  and  Mr.  St.  John's  fword  was 
taken  from  him  and  broke  :  and  the  footmen  with- 
out ran  in,  and  bound  Guifcard,  who  begged  he 
might  be  killed  immediately;  and,  they  fay,  called 
out  three  or  four  times,  My  lord  Orinond,  my  lord 
Ormond.  They  fay,  Guifcard  rcfifted  them  a  while, 
until  the  footmen  came  in.  Immediately  Bucier 
the  furgeon  was  fent  for,  who  drefled  Mr.  Harley ; 
and  he  was  fent  home.    The  wound  bled  freih, 

and 
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and  they  <lo  not  apprehend  him  in  danger  :  he  faid, 
when  he  came  home,  lie  thought  himfclf  in  none; 
and  when  I  was  there  he  was  ailccp,  and  they  did 
not  find  him  at  all  feverifh.  He  hath  been  ill 
this  week,  and  told  me  lad  Satiirdciy^  he  found 
himfclf  much  out  of  order,  and  hath  been  abroad 
but  twice  fjnce  ;  fo  that  the  only  danger  is,  lell  his 
being  out  of  order  fliould,  with  the  wound,  put 
him  in  a  fever  ;  and  I  fliall  be  in  mighty  pain  'till 
to-morrow  morning.  I  went  back  to  poor  IVIrs. 
St.  John^  vyho  told  me,  her  hufband  was  with  my 
lord  keeper  [^],  at  Mr.  Attarneys^  and  fhc  faid 
fomething  to  me  very  remarkable:  that,  going  to- 
day to  pay  her  duty  to  the  queen,  wheji  all  the 
men  and  ladies  were  dreired  to  make  their  appear- 
ance, this  being  the  day  of  the  queen's  acceflion, 
the  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  in  waiting  told  her 
the  queen  had  not  been  at  church,  and  faw  no 
company ;  yet,  when  Ihe  enquired  her.  health, 
they  faid  fhe  was  very  well,  only  had  a  little  cold. 
We  conceive,  the  queen's  reafon  for  not  going  out 
might  be  fomething  about  this  feizing  of  Gulfcard 
for  high  trcafon,  and  that  perhaps  there  was  fome 
plot,  or  fomething  extraordinary.  Your  grace  muft 
have  heard  of  this  Guifcard:  he  fled  from  France  for 
villainies  there,  and  was  thought  on  to  head  an  in- 
vafion  of  that  kingdom,  but  was  not  liked.  I  know 
him  well,  and  think  him  a  fellow  of  little  confe- 

[  g]  Sir  Simon  JIarcourc,  afterwards  created  lord  baron  of  Stanion 
JIarcourt, 

quence. 
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quence,  although  of  fome  cunning,    and    much 
villainy.     We  pafled  by  one  another  this  day   in 
the  Mall,    at  two  o'clock,  an  hour  before  he  was 
taken  up  j  and  I  wondered   he    did  not  fpeak  to 

1  v/rite  all  this  to  your  grace,  becaufe  I  believe 
you  would  defire  to  know  a  true  account  of  fo 
important  an  accident ;  and  befides,  I  know  you 
will  have  a  thoufand  falfe  ones  ;  and  I  believe  eve- 
ry material  circumftancc  here  is  true,  having  it 
from  young  Mr.  Harky  [/;].  I  met  fir  Tho?nas 
Mcinfel  (it  was  then  after  fix  this  evening);  and  he 
and  Mr.  Prhr  told  me,  they  had  juft  {^tvi  Guifcard 
carried  by  in  a  chair,  v/ith  a  ftrong  guard,  to  New- 
gdte^  or  the  Prefs-Tard.  'I'ime,  perhaps,  will 
iliew  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this;  but  no- 
thing could  happen  fo  unluckily  to  England 2^.1  this 
juncture,  as  Mr.  Harky  s  death,  when  he  hath  all 
the  fchemes  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  fupplies  in 
his  head,  and  the  parliament  cannot  ftir  a  ftep 
without  him.  Neither  can  I  altogether  forget  my- 
felf,  who,  in  him,  fliouldlofe  a  perfon  I  have  more 
obligations  to  than  any  other  in  this  kingdom; 
who  hath  always  treated  me  with  the  tenderncfs  of 
a  parent,  and  never  refufed  me  any  favour  I  afk- 
cd  for  a  friend  :  therefore  I  hope  your  grace  will 
excufe  the  diforder  of  this  letter.  I  was  intending, 
this  night,   to  write  one  of  another  fort. • — I 

\h'\  Sec  a  more  particular  account  of  this  whole  tranfaftion  in  Mc- 
ino\rs  relating  to  the  Change  in  the  ^iueen  %  Mlnijiry,  vol,  XV,  page  30^ 
§«calibj  ia  vol.  VJII.  The  Examiner,  N',  xxxii, 

muft 
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muft  needs  fay,  one  great  rcafon  for  writing  thefe 
particulars  to  your  grace,  was,  that  you  might  be 
able  to  tiivc  a  true  account  of  the  fa6t,  which 
will  be  fome  fort  of  fervice  to  Mr.  Harky.  I  am, 
with  the  greatcft  rcfpcdt, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mod  dutiful 

and   nioft  humble  fervant, 

JON.   SWIFT. 

I  have  read  over  what  I  write,  and  find  it  confufcd 
and  incorrect,  which  your  grace  muft  impute  to 
the  violent  pains  of  mind  lam  in,   greater  than 

ever  I  felt  in  my  life. It  muft  have  been 

the  utmoft  height  of  defperate  guilt,  which  could 
have  fpiritcd  that  wretch  to  fuch  an  action.  I 
have  not  heard  whether  his  wounds  are  danger- 
ous J  but  I  pray  God  he  may  recover  to  receive 
his  reward,  and  that  we  may  learn  the  bottom 
of  his  villainy.  It  is  not  above  ten  days  ago,  that 
I  was  interceding  with  the  fecretary  in  his  be- 
half, becaufc  I  heard  he  was  juft  ftarving  ;  but 
the  fecretary  aflured  me  he  had  400  /.  a  year 
penfion, 

LET- 
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LETTER     XVIL 

Londoriy  Jpril  lO,  17 1 1. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  lately  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
grace,    and    waited   to  acknowledge    it    until 
fomething  material  fliould  happen,  that  might   re- 
compcnce  the  trouble.     My  occafton  of  writing  to 
y.ou  at  prcfent  is  purely  perfonal  to  your  grace.     A 
report  was  beginning  to  run  here,  by  fome  letters 
from  Ireland^   that  your  grace  had  applied  the  paf- 
fao-c  you  mention  of  Rnfiis^    in  a  fpeech  you  made 
to  your  clergy,  which  I  ventured  to  contradict,  as 
ah  impofTibility,  and  inconfiflent  with  your  gene- 
ral opinion  and  what  was   in   your   letter.     Mr. 
Southwell  and  Mr.  D5/)j)/«^  were  of  the  fame  mind, 
and    the  former  fays,  he   hath  writ  to  your  grace 
about  it.     I  fhould  have  thought  no  more  of  the 
matter,  but  let  it  fpend  like  an   idle  ftory  below 
notice  ;  only  dining  laft  Sunday  With,  one  of  the 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  he  gave  me  a  letter  to 
read,  which  he  had  juft  received   from  the  printer 
of  the  news-paper  called  the  Post-Boy,  in  which 
was  a  tranfcript  of  a  letter  from  Dublin,  and  the 
fecrctary   being  mentioned  in   that  tranfcript,  the 
man  would  not  publifti  it  without  his  advice.     It 
contained  an  account  how  the  news  of  Mr.  Harleys 
living  ftabbcd  had  been  received  by  the  whigs  in 

Dublin ; 
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Dublin ;    of  which   he   produced    fomc   inftances. 
Then  he  mentions  the  pafTiige  out  of  Tacitus,  and 
concludes  thus  :   The  firjl  that  mentioned  it  icas   the' 
j^rchbijhop  of  Dublin,    ivho  took  notice  of  it  firjl  at  a 
meeting  of  his  clergy  ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  hearing  of 
feveral  perfons,   was   reprimanded  for  it,  in  a    civil 
though  Jharp  manner,  by  one  of  the  chief  minijhrs  there, 
zuell  known  for  hisjleady  loyalty  to  her  majejly^  and  his 
vualous  fervice  to  the  church  c/"  England,  under  her  late 
perilous  trial.    I  immediately  told  the  fccrctary,  that 
I  knew  this  mufl  be  falfe  and  mifrcprefented,  and 
that  he  muft  give  me  leave  to  fcracch  out  that  paf- 
fage,  which  1  accordingly  did  j  and,  for  fear  of  any 
miftake,  I  made  him  afterwards  give  me  the  whole 
letter,  that  I  might  have  it  in   my   power.     The 
next  day  1  fent  for  the  printer,  and  told  him  what 
I  had  done;  and,  upon  further  thoughts,  Iflifledths 
whole    letter,   and  the  fecretary  approved  of  it.     I 
likewife  told  the  printer,  that,  when  he  had  any  thing 
relating   to    Ireland^    I    had    the    feretary's    order 
(which  was  true)  to  fend  it  me,  that  he  might  not 
do  injury  to  men's  reputations,  by  what  was  repre- 
fcntcd  to  him  from   ignorant   or  malicious  hands 
in  that  kingdom.     The   letter  was   to  have  been 
printed  this  day  in  the  PosT-BoY,  with  that  con- 
clufion  reflecting  on  your  grace,  which  is  happily' 
prevented  ;  for,  although  your  character  and  ftati- 
on  place  you  above  the  malice  of  little  people,  yet 
your  friends  would  be  extremely  concerned   to  fee 
your  name  made  fo  bold  with  in  a  common  news' 
paper, 

I  hum- 
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I  humbly  hcpe  your  grace  will  not  difapprove  oF 
what  I  have  done  ;  at  leafl:  I  have  gratified  my  own 
inclination,   in  the  defire  of  fervingyou;  and  be- 
fides,   had  the  opportunity  of  giving  Mr.  Secreta- 
ry fome  part  of  your  character. 

I  dare  lay  a  wager,  that  all  this  happened  by  the 
grofs  underflandings  of  fome  people,  whomifun- 
derftood  and  mifapplicd  fomcthing  very  innocent 
that  came  from  yoiu*  grace.  I  itiuft  be  fo  bold  t& 
fay,  that  people  in  that  kingdom  do  very  ill  un- 
derftnnd  raillery.  I  can  railly  much  fafer  here 
with  a  great  minlfter  of  flate  or  a  dutchcfs,  than 
I  durft  do  there  with  an  attorney  or  his  wife.  Anc^ 
I  can  venture  to  railly  with  your  grace,  although  I 
could  not  do  it  with  many  of  your  clergy.  I  myfelf 
have  been  a  witnefs,  when  want  of  common  fcnfe 
hath  made  people  offended  with  your  grace,  where 
they  ought  to  have  been  moft  plcafed.  I  fay  things 
every  day  at  the  bcft  tables,  Vv^hich  I  fhould  be 
turned  out  of  company  for  if  I  were  in  Ireland. 

Kcre  is  one  Mr.  Richard/on,  a  clergyman,  who 
is  folliciting  an  affair  that  I  find  your  grace  ap- 
provethj  and  therefore  I  do  him  all  the  fervice  I 
can  in  it. 

We  are  now  full  of  the  bufmefs  of  the  Injb 
yarn  j  and  I  attend  among  the  reft,  to  engage  the 
members  I  am  acquainted  v/ith  in  our  intereft. 
To-morrow  we  expect  it  will  come  on. 

I  will  fhortly  write  to  your  grace  fome  account 
how  public  affairs  (land  :  we  hope  Mr.  Harley  will 
be  abroad  in  a  week. 

5  We 
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We  have  news  from  BruJJch^  that  the  Dauphin 
is  dead  of  an  apoplexy.  1  am,  with  the  greatclt 
refpecl:. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutifu'l 

and  mofl:  humble  fcrv::nt, 

JON.  SWIFT. 

i  wifh  your  grace  would  inclcfe  your  commands  to 
«me,  directed  to  Erafrn as  Lewis.,  Efq;  at  my  lord 
DarmoutUs  ofHce  at  JVhitehail;  for  I  have   left 
ofFgoin^  to  coffee-houfes. 

L  E  T  T  E.  R    XVIII. 

Chelfea,    May    lO,   T711. 
My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  had  your  grace's  letter  of  April  19, 
fome  time  by  me,  but  deferred  my  anfvver  un- 
til I  could  give  fome  account  of  what  ufe  I  had 
made  of  it.  1  went  immediately  to  Mr.  fecretary  St. 
'John.,  and  read  mofl:  of  it  to  him  ;  he  was  ex- 
tremely fatisficd,  and  very  glad  that  fcandalous  ac- 
count, defigned  to  be  printed  in  the  Post-Boy, 
was  fupprefled.  Mr,  //r.'r/^  was  not  then  quite  well 

enough  ; 
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enough ;  (o  I  ventured  ('and  hope  your  o;race  will 
not  difjpprovc  it)    to  {hew  your  letter  to  a  gentle-* 
man  who  hath  a  great  refpect  for  your  srace,  arni 
who  told  me  fevcral  others  of  Ireland  were  poireflcd 
of  that  report.     I  trufted  the  letter  with  him,  and 
gave  him  leave  to  read  it  to  them,  which  he   told 
me  he  did,  and  that    they  were    all   entirely  con- 
vinced :     And   indeed,  as   far  as  I  can   find,    the 
report  is  quite  blown  over,  and  hath  left  no  impref- 
fion.     While  your  grace's   letter  was  out   of  my 
hands  ;  dining  with   Mr.  Harley^    he  faid  to  me, 
almoft  as  foon  as  he  faw  me,  How  came  the  arch- 
bijkop  o/"  Dublin  and   I  to  fall  out?    I  told    him  I 
knew  what  he  meant  ;   but  your  grace  was  alto- 
gether mifreprefent^d,  and  it  muft  come  from  fome 
infamous  rafcals,  of  which  there  never  wants  a  fett 
in  that  kingdom,    who   make  it  their  bufinefs    to 
fend   wrong  charafters  here,    k3'c.   He  anfwered, 
that  he  believed  and  knew  it  was  as  I  laid.     I  ad- 
ded,  that  I  had   the  honour  to  be  long  known  to 
your  grace,  and  that  you  were  the  lafl  man  in  the 
kingdom,  upon  whom  fuch  a  report  could  be  fixed 
with  any  probability  j  and  that,  fince  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  mention   this  matter  firft,  he  muft    give  me 
leave,  the  next  time  I  faw  him,  to  read   a  letter  I 
had    from  your  grace  in  anfwer  to  one  of  mine, 
wherein  1  had  told  you  of  fuch  a  report ;   he  faid, 
there  was  no  need,  for  he  firmly  believed   me.     I 
anfwered  fmiling,  that  fhould  not  d»o,  for  I  would 
never  fuffer  a  perfon  for  whom  I  had  fo  great  an  ef- 
teem,  to  lie  under  the  Icafl  fufpicion  of  any  thing 

wrong. 
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wrong.  Laft  Saturday,  after  dinner,  1  was  a^ain  to 
wait  on  him.     On  that  day  of  the  week,  my  lord 
keeper,  my  lord  Rivers,  2L\\d  Mr.  fccrctary  St.  John, 
always  ufed  to  dine  with  him  before  this  accident ;  and 
fonietimes  they   ufed  to  let  me  be  of  the  company. 
This  was  the  firlt  Saturday  they  had  met  lince  his 
recovery  ;  and  I  was  in  fuch  joy  to  fee  the  old  club 
met    again,  that   it    affeiteth   me    Itill,    as    your 
grace  fees  by  my  impertinence  in  mixing  it  with  an 
account  that  only  relates  to  yourfelf.     i  read  thofe 
parts  of  your  letter   to  him  which  I  thought  pro- 
per,  and  both  he  and  the  company  did  very  frank- 
ly acquit  your  grace  ;  and  Mr.  Harley  in  particu- 
lar fpoke  a  good  deal  of  his  refpect  and  elteem  for 
you ;    and    then    he     repeated,   that    it     was   no 
new  thing   to  receive   lyes  from  Ireland:  which  I 
doubt  is  fo  true,  that  no  man  of  diftinction  in  that 
kingdom  is  fafe  j    and   I    wifli  it   were  poilible  to 
take  fome  courfe  to  prevent  the  evil. 

As  for  libels  upon  your  grace,  bating  my  con- 
cern for  the  fouls  of  the  writers,  I  fhould  give 
you  joy  of  them.  You  would  lefs  deferve  your 
ftation,  if  knaves  and  fools  did  not  hate  you  ; 
and  while  thefe  fedls  continue,  may  your  grace 
and  all  good  men  be  the  objecl  of  their  aver- 
fion. 

Aly  lord  keeper,  Mr.  Harley,  and  one  or  two 
more,  arc  immediately  to  be  made  peers  :  the  town 
hath  been  expedting  it  for  fome  time,  although  the 
court  make  it  yet  afecret ;  but  I  can  allure  your 
grace  of  the  truth,  for  the  preambles  to  their  pa- 
VoL.  XIV.  H  tents 
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tents  arc  now  drawing,  and  I  faw  a  very  handfome 
one  for  Mr.  Harky.  You'll  pleafe  not  to  mention 
this  particular,  although  it  will  be  foon  public, 
but  it  is  yet  kept  jnrghty  private.  Mr.  Harky  is  to  be 
lord  treafurer.  Perhaps,  before  the  poft  leaves  this 
town,  all  this  will  be  openly  told,  and  then  I  may 
be  laughed  at  for  being  fo  myfterious  ;  but  fo  ca- 
pricious are  great  men  in  their  fecrets.  The 
firft  authentic  aflurances  I  had  of  thefe  promoti- 
ons was  lad  Sunday^  though  the  expectation  hath 
been  flrong  for  above  a  month.  We  fuppofe  like- 
wife  that  many  changes  will  be  made  in  the  em- 
ployments as  foon  as  the  feflion  endeth,  which  will 
be,  I  believe,   in  lefs  than  a  fortnight. 

Poor  Sir  Cholmondeiy  Deering^  of  Kent,  was  yef- 
terday  in  a  duel  (hot  through  the  body,  by  one 
Mr.  Thornhill,  in  Tothllfieldsy  and  died  in  feme 
hours. 

I  never  mention  any  thing  of  the  firft  fruits 
either  to  Mr.  Harley  or  the  duke  of  Ormond.  If 
it  be  done  before  his  grace  goes  over,  it  is  well,  and 
there's  an  end  :  if  not,  I  fliail  have  the  bed  op- 
portunity of  doing  it  in  his  abfcnce  ;  if  I  fhould 
fpcak  of  it  now,  perhaps  it  would  be  fo  contrived 
as  to  hinder  me  from  folliciting  it  afterwards  ;  but, 
as  foon  as  the  duke  is  gone,  I  fiiall  learn  at  the  trea- 
fury  what  he  hath  done  in  it.  I  am,  with  the 
greatcft  refped,  my  lord. 

Your   Grace's  moft  dutiful  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

c  I  have 
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I  have  been  at  this  town  this  fortnight  for  my 
health,  and  to  be  under  a  neceflity  of  walking 
to  and  from  London  every  day.  But  your  grace 
will  pleafe  ftill  to  diredl  yOur  letter  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Lavls. 


LETTER    XIX. 

London  J  'July   12,  lyil. 

My  Lord, 

IN  O  W  conceive  your  grace  begins  to  be  a 
bufy  perfon  in  council,  and  parliament,  and 
convocation  ;  and  perhaps  may  be  content  to  be 
diverted  now  and  then  by  an  idle  letter  from  hence. 
We  have  an  empty  town,  the  queen  being  fettled 
at  JVindfor^  and  the  minifters  often  there.  We  are 
fo  weary  with  expctfling  further  reaiovals,  that  we 
begin  to  drop  the  difcourfe  :  neither  am  I  fure, 
whether  thofe  in  power  may  not  differ  a  little  in 
opinion  as  to  the  matter.  However,  it  feemeth  ge- 
nerally agreed,  that  there  will  be  many  changes 
before  next  fefiion,  and  that  it  is  neceffary  there 
(hould  be  fo.  My  lord  Peterboroxv  [/J  hath  been, 
fometime  returned,  and  I  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  talk  with  him  ;  or  rather  he  hath  talked  a  good 
deal  to  me.  He  is  mightily  difcontentcd  with 
what  I  writ  to  him,  and  which  he  findeth   to   be 

[;]  Seehischarafter  Vol.VII.  p.  i. 

H  2  true^ 
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true,  that  there  fecmcth  a  general  difpofition  among 
us  towards    a   peace.  He    thinketh  his    fuccefsful 
negotiations  with  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  iS^- 
"doy  have  put  us  in  a  better  condition  than  ever  to 
continue  the  war,  and  will  engage  to  convince  me, 
that  $pain  is  yet  to  be  had,  if  we  take  proper  mea- 
furcs.     Your  grace  knowcth  he  is  a  perfon  of  great 
talents,  but  dafhcd    with    fomething  reftlefs  and 
capricious   in   his    nature.     He  told  me  he  came 
over  without  being  recalled,   and  without  one  fer- 
vant,  having    fcattcrcd    them   in  fevcral  parts    of 
Germany,  I  doubt  he  will   not  have  credit  enough 
with  the  miniftry  to  make  them  follow  his  plans  ; 
and  he  is  fuch  a   fort  of  perfon  as  may  give  good 
advice,  which  wife  men  may  reafonably  refufe   to 
follow.     It  feemeth  to  me  that    the  miniftry   lie 
under  a  grievous   dilemma,  from  the  difficulty  of 
continuing  the  war,  and  the  danger  of  an  ill  peace, 
which  I  doubt  whether  all    their  credit  with  the 
queen  and  country  would   fuppor:  them   under  : 
but  my  lord  treafurer  is  a  ftranger  to  fear,  and  hath 
all  that  coura2;c  which  innocence  and  good  fenfe 
can  give  a  man,  and  the  m.oft  free  from   avarice 
of  any  one  living  ;  both  which  are  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  his  ftation   in  this  juncture.     He  was 
faying  a  thing  to  me  fomc  days  ago,  which  I   Re- 
lieve is  the  great  maxim  he   proceedeth  by,  that 
wifdom  in  public  affairs  was  not,  what  is  common- 
ly believed,   the  forming  of  fchemes  with  remote 
views  5  but  the  making  ufe  of  fuch  incidents  as 
3  happen, 


TO      DR.      KING.       101 

happen.  It  was  thought  my  lord  Marr  [/{•]  would 
have  fuccccdcd  as  fecrctary  upon  the  duke  o^ ^ueenf- 
burys  death  ;  but  the  court  feemeth  now  difpof- 
cd  to  have  no  third  fecrctary,  which  was  a  ufelcfs 
charge.  The  queen  hath  been  extremely  ill,  fo  as 
for  four  and  twenty  hours  people  were  in  great 
pain ;  but  fhe  hath  been  fmcc  much  better,  and 
voided  abundance  of  grave],  iffc.  Our  expediti- 
on under  Mr.  Hill  is  faid  to  be  towards  the  South- 
feas ;  but  nothing  is  known  :  I  told  a  great  man, 
who  is  deepeft  in  the  project  of  it,  that  I  had  no 
good  opinion  of  thefe  expeditions,  which  hitherto 
never  fucceeded  with  us.  He  faid,  he  would  ven- 
ture ten  to  one  upon  the  fuccefs  of  it,  provided 
no  ill  accident  happened  by  ftorms  ;  and  that  it 
was  concerted  with  three  or  four  great  princes 
abroad. 

As  to  the  firft  fruits,  I  muft  inform  your  grace, 
that  the  whole  affair  lieth  exadtly  as  It  did  for 
fome  months  paft.  The  duke  and  his  people  ne_ 
ver  thought,  or  at  leaft  never  meddled  in  it,  un- 
til fome  days  before  they  went,  and  then  they  were 
told  it  was  already  done  ;  and  my  lord  treafurer  di- 
rfcfted  that  it  fhould  be  an  inflruiflion  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  mention  in  his  fpeech  to  parliament, 
that  the  queen  had  done  it,  ^c.  But  they  took 
no  fort  of  care  to  finifli  the  matter,  and  carry  the 
inftrument  over  with  them,  which  they  might  have 

[k'\  This  carl  of  Mjrr  was  one  of  tlie  firft  that  entered  into   the 
Rebellion  in  Scctland,  in  favour  of  the  pretcnJer,  in  the  year  17!  5. 

H  3  done. 
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done,  had  they  begun  timely,  and  applied    thcm- 
lelves  ;  and,  as  the  bifhops  fuperfeded  me,  I  did  not 
prefume  to  meddle  further  in  it  :  but  I  think  this 
may  be  a  lefTon,   that  in  all  fuch  cafes  as  thefe  it  is 
neceflary  to   have   feme  good    follicitor,  and  not 
leave  things  wholly  to  great  men  :   nay,  fo   little 
did  the  duke  engage  in  this  matter,    that  my  lord 
treafurer  told  me  yefterday  (although  that   is  a  fe- 
cret)  that  the  very  draught  they  had    made  upori 
my  application  was  fome   way  or  other  mi^^itl  be- 
tween the  queen  and  himfelf,  and  could   not  be 
found  J  but  however,  that  another  fhould  foon  be 
drawn ;  And  his  lordfliip  commanded  me  to  inform 
your  grace,    and  my  lords  the  bilhops,  that  with 
the  firfl  convenience  the  inftrument  fliould  be  pre- 
pared and  fent  over,  which   your  grace  will  pleafe 
to  let  them  know.     I  was  of  opinion  with  my  lord 
treafurer,  that  it  ftiould  be  done  by  a  deed  from  the 
queen,  without  an  aft  of  parliament,  and  that  the 
bifhops  fhould  be  made  a  corporation  for  the  ma- 
nagement  of  it.     Your  grace    fees  I  write   with 
much   freedom,    becaufe    I  am   fure    I   can  do  it 
fafely. 

I  have  been  engaging  my  lord  treafurer  and  the 
other  great  men  in  a  projecl:  of  my  own,  which 
they  tell  me  they  will  embrace,  cfpecially  his  lord- 
fliip. Ho  is  to  erect  fome  kind  of  fociety  or  academy, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  minifters  and  proteftion 
of  the  queen,  for  correcting,  enlarging,  polifliing, 
and  fixing  our  language.  The  methods  mufl  be 
left  to  the  fociety  j  only  I  am  writing  a  letter  to 

my 
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my  lord  treafurer,  by  way  of  propofals,  and  fome 
general  hints,  which  I  dcfign  to  publifh,  and  he 
expedeth  from  me.  All  this  may  come  to  nothing, 
althou<Th  I  find  the  ingenious  and  learned  men 
of  all  my  acquaintance  fall  readily  in  with  it ;  and 
fo  I  hope  will  your  grace,  if  the  delign  can  be 
well  executed.  I  would  defire  at  leifure  fome  of 
your  grace's   thoughts  on   this    matter, 

I  hope  your  grace  will  take  advantage  of  the 
times,  and  fee  whether  your  violent  houfe  of  com- 
mons will  fall  in  with  fome  good  law  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  church,  as  their  much  betters  have 
done  it  here  ;  and  I  think  the  convocation  could 
not  be  better  employed  than  in  confidering  what 
good  law  is  wanting  for  the  church,  and  endea- 
vour to  have  it  pafled,  rather  than  in  brangling 
iipon  trifles.  The  church  hath  fo  few  happy  occafi- 
ons,  that  we  ought  to  let  none  of  them  flip.  I 
take  up  too  much  of  your  grace's  time ;  and  there- 
fore, begging  your  prayers  and  blefling,  I  remain, 
with  the  greateft  refpedl. 

Your  Grace's 

Mofl  dutiful 

humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 


H  4  LET. 
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LETTER    XX. 

London^  Aug.   15,    171 1. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  been   at    JVlndfor  a  fortnight,  from 
whence  I  returned  two  days  ago,  and  met  a 
letter  at  my  lodgings  from  your  grace,  dated  'July 
25.     I  was  told  it  was  fent  to  Mr.    Manly  s  houfe 
(your  poftmafler's  fon),  and  by  him  to  me  j  fo  that 
1  fuppofe  your  grace  did  not  direft  to  Mr.  Leivis 
as   formerly,  otherwife   I  fhould   have    had   it  at 
Windfor.     The  minifters  go  ufually  down  to  Wind- 
for  on    Saturday^  and    return  on  Monday  or   Tucf- 
day  following.     I  had  little  opportunity  of  talking 
with  my  lord  treafurer,  feeing  him  only  at  court, 
or  at  fuppers  at  third  places,  or  in  much  company 
at  his  own  lodgings.     Yefterday   1  went  to   vifit 
him  after  dinner,  but  did  not  flay  above  an  hour, 
becaufe  bufinefs   called  him  out.     I    read  to  him 
that  part  of  your   grace's  letter  which  exprcfTeth 
your   grace's   refpects    to    him,   and    he    received 
them     perfecSlly     well.       He     told     mc    he     had 
lately  received  a  letter  from  thebifhops  of  Ireland^ 
fubfcribed  (as  I  remember)  by  feventeen,  acknow- 
ledging his  favour  about  the  lirll  fruits.     I  told  his 
lordfhip,  that  fomc  people  in  /?y/(7«^ doubted  whe- 
ther the  queen   had  graiited  them  before  the  duke 

of 
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#>f  0/"W5«i  was  declared  lieutenant  :  Yes,  he  faid, 
fure  I  remembered  it  was  immediately  upon  my 
application.  I  faid,  I  heard  the  duke  himfelf  toolc 
no  merit  on  that  account.  He  anfwcrcd.  No,  he 
was  fure  he  did  not,  he  was  the  honeftefl:  gentle- 
man alive  :  But,  faid  he,  it  is  the  queen  that  did 
it,  and  (he  alone  fiiall  have  the  merit.  And  I  mufi: 
be  fo  free  as  to  tell  your  grace  that  the  grudging, 
ungrateful  manner  of  fome  people,  which  upon 
feveral  occafions  I  could  not  but  give  him  hints  of 
for  my  juftification,  hath  not  been  prudent.  lam 
fure,  it  hath  hindered  me  from  any  thoughts  of  pur- 
fuing  another  affair  of  yet  greater  confequencc, 
which  I  had  good  hopes  of  compafTmg.  What 
can  be  the  matter  with  thofe  people  ?  do  I  afk  ei- 
ther money  or  thanks  of  them  ?  have  I  done  any 
hurt  to  the  bufiuefs  ?  My  lord  treafurcr  told  me, 
he  had  fent  the  letter  over  about  the  firfl:  fruits.  1 
never  enquired  into  the  particulars  :  he  fays, 
he  will  very  foon  anfvver  the  bifhops  letter  to 
himfelf,  and  will  fliew  me  both  letter  and  anfwcr  ; 
but  I  (hall  not  put  him  in  mind,  unlcfs  he  re- 
members it  of  his  own  accord.  Nor,  with  great  fub- 
mifllon  to  your  grace,  can  1  prevail  on  my  own 
pride  to  defire  he  would  make  any  mention  of  me 
in  his  anfwer.  Your  grace  is  convinced,  that, 
unlefs  I  write  a  heap  of  lyes,  the  queen  had  grant- 
ed that  affair  before  my  lord  duke  v/as  named.  I 
defire  to  convince  nobody  elfe;  and,  fuice  the 
thing  is  done,  it  is  not  of  any  confequencc  who 
\vere  inflrumental  in  it.     I  could  not'  forbear  yef- 

tcrday 
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terday  reminding  my  lord  treafurcr  of  what  I  fald 
to  Mr.  Southwell  before  his  lordfhip,  when  he 
came  to  take  his  leave  before  he  went  to  Ireland ^ 
which  was,  that  I  hoped  A-Ir.  Southwell  would 
let  the  bifliops  and  clergy  of  Ireland  know  that  my 
lord  trcnfurer  had  long  fmce  (before  the  duke  was 
governor)  prevailed  on  the  queen  to  remit  the  flrft 
fruits,  i5c.  and  that  it  was  his  lordfhip's  work,  as 
the  grajjt  of  the  fame  favour  in  England  had  for- 
merly been.  My  lord  treafurcr  did  then  acknow- 
ledse  it  before  Mr.  South welL  and  I  think  Mr. 
Southwell  fliould  have  adied  accordingly  ;  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  ignorance,  as  well  as  ill  will,  in 
all  this  matter.  The  duke  of  Ormond  himfelf, 
had  he  engaged  in  it,  could  only  act  as  a  follicitor. 
Every  body  knov/s,  that  the  lord  treafurcr  in  fuch 
jcafes  mufi:  be  applied  to  (and  only  he)  by  the  great- 
eft  perfons.  I  fuould  think  the  people  of  Ire- 
land might  rather  be  plcafcd  to  fee  one  of  their 
own  country  "able  to  find  fome  credit  at  court, 
and  in  a  capacity  to  fcrve  them,  efpecially  one 
who  do^h  it  without  any  other  profpecl  than  that 
of  ferving  them.  I  know  not  any  of  the  bifliops 
from  whom  I  can  expedl  any  favour,  and  there  are 
jiot  many  upon  whom  a  man  of  any  figure  could 
have  fuch  defigns :  but  I  will  be  revenged  ;  for 
whenever  it  lieth  in  my  power,  I  will  ferve  the 
church  and  kingdom,  although  they  fliould  ufe  me 
much  worfe.  I  fliall  dine  to-morrow  with  the  lord 
treafurcr,  and  perhaps  I  may  then  fee  the  anfwer 
he  is  to  write.     I  thought  to  have  fent  this  letter 

away 
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away  to-night  ;  but  I  have  been  interrupted  by 
bufincrs.  1  go  to  JVlndfor  again  on  Saturday  for  a 
day  or  two,  but  I  will  leave  this  behind  to  be 
fent  to  the  poft. 

Auguji  21,  I  had  wrote  thus  far,  and  was  forc- 
ed to  leave  off",  being  hurried  away  to  IV'nulfor 
by  my  lord  treafurer,  from  whence  I  returned  but 
laft  night.  His  lordfhip  gave  me  a  paper,  which 
he  faid  he  had  promifed  me.  1  put  it  in  my  pock- 
et, thinking  it  was  about  fomething  clfe  wc  had 
been  talking  over  ;  and  i  never  looked  into  it  un- 
til juft  now,  when  I  find  it  to  be  my  lord  pri- 
mate's letter  to  his  lordlhip,  with  an  inclofed  one 
from  the  biihops.  With  fubmilFion,  I  take  it  to 
be  dry  enough,  although  I  ihall  not  tell  his  lord- 
fliip  fo.  They  fay  they  ore  informed  his  lor dJlAp  had 
a  great  port  in^  Sic.  '1  think  they  fhould  either  have 
told  who  it  was  informed  them  fo,  fince  it  was  a 
perfon  commiflloned  by  thcmfclves  ;  or,  at  leaft, 
have  faid  they  were  ajfured.  And  as  for  thofc  two 
words,  a  great  part.,  I  know  no  body  elfe  had  any, 
except  the  queen  herfclf.  I  cannot  tell  whether 
my  lord  had  writ  an  anfwer,  having  faid  nothing 
to  him  of  it  fmce  he  gave  me  the  letters  ;  nor  fhall 
I  defire  to  fee  it. 

As  to  the  convocation,  I  remember  both  my 
lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  St.  John  fpokc  to  me  about 
the  matter,  and  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
your  grace,  that  it  was  wholly  in  the  queen's 
choice  J    1  cxcufed  giving    my    opinion,    being 

wholly 
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wholly  uninformed  ;    and  1  have  heard  nothing  of 
it  fince. 

My  lord  keeper  gave  me  yefterday  a  bundle  of 
Irifi)  votes  at  IVindJor^  and  we  talked  a  good  deal 
about  the  quarrel  between  the  lords  and  commons  : 
I  faid  the  fault  lay  in  not  diflblving  the  parliament ; 
which  I  had  mentioned  to  the  duke  of  Ormonde 
and  often  to  feme  of  thofe  who  were  thought  to 
have  moft  credit  with  him.  But  they  feemed  to 
believe,  as  I  did,  that  any  Irljh  parliament  would 
yield  to  any  thing  that  any  chief  governor  pleafed ; 
and  fo  it  would  be  a  needlefs  trouble. 

We  reckon  for  certain,  that  Mr.  Hill  with  his 
fleet  is  gone  to  Quebec. 

Mrs.  MoJl)am  [/]  is  every  minute  expetfting  to 
lye  in.  Pray  God  prefervc  her  life,  which  is 
of  great  importance.  1  am,  with  the  greateft 
refpe(51:. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moH:  humble  Servant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 

The  queen  has  got  a  light    fit  of  the  gout.  The 
privy  feal  is  not  yet  difpofed  of. 

[/]   T^is  lady's  hufband.    Claries  Mjpatn,  Efq;    was   created   \iZ' 
Ton  Majh am  of  Gates,  in  the  county  of  FJ/ex,  Dec.  21,  171 1. 

LET- 
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LETTER     XXr. 

Wlndfor-CaJile^Oil.  I,  1 71 1. 
My  Lord, 

III  AD  the  honour  of  a  long  letter  from  your 
grace  juft  a  month  ago,  which  I  forbore  ac- 
knowledging fooncr,  becaufe  I  have  been  ever 
fmcc  perpetually  toficd  between  this  and  London^ 
and  partly  becaufe  there  had  nothing  happened 
that  might  make  the  letter  worthy  the  pcrufal.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  fome  great  perfons  here,  that  the 
words  which  the  houfc  of  commons  took  amifs  in 
your  addrefs,  might  very  well  bear  an  application 
that  concerned  only  my  lord  V/harton.  I  Rnd  they 
are  againft  my  opinion,  that  a  new  parliament 
Ihould  have  been  called  :  but  all  a-^rec  it  muft 
now  be  diilblved  :  but,  in  fhort,  we  are  fo  ex- 
tremely buly  here,  that  nothing  of  Ireland  is 
talked  on  above  a  day  or  two  >  that  of  the 
city  [ot]  eledion  I  have  ofteneft  heard  of;  and  the 
proceeding  of  your  court  in  it,  it  is  thought, 
might  have  been  wifcr.  I  find  your  grace  feemeth 
to  be  of  my  opinion,  and  fo  I  told  my  lord  trea- 
furer.     I  think  your  Klbna'inham  [n\  project  of  an 

[«]  Dublin. 

\n\  The  high  (heritf  and  gnnJ  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin  meet 
here,  and  prepare  addrelFrs  j  examine  affidavits,  and  findbllhof  in- 
iidaient.     Civil  and  criminal  caufts  arc  alfo  tried  here. 

addrefs 


no   LETTERS  FROM  DR.  SWIFT 

adJrels  was  a  very  foolifh  one,  and  that  for  the 
reafon  of  thofe  who  were  againrt  it.  I  hope  Ireland 
will  foon  be  equally  convinced  with  us  here,  that 
if  the  pretender  be  in  any  body's  thoughts,  it  is 
of  thofe  thev  leaft  dream,  and  who  now  are  in  no 
condition  of  doing  mifchiefto  any  but  themfelves. 
As  for  your  convocation,  I  believe  every  thing 
will  terminate  in  good  \vifhes.  You  can  do  no- 
thing now,  and  will  not  meet  again  thefe  two  years ; 
and  then,  I  fuppofe,  only  to  give  money,  and 
away.  There  fhould,  methinks,  in  the  interval, 
be  fome  propofals  confidered  and  agreed  upon  by 
the  biihops  and  principal  n  en  of  the  clcro:v, 
to  have  all  ready  againft  the  next,  meeting  ;  and 
even  that  I  dcfpair  of,  for  a  thoufand  reafons  too 
tedious  to  mention. 

My  admiring  at  the  old  proceedings  of  thofe 
among  the  bifliops  and  clergy  who  are  angry  with 
me  for  getting  their  firft  fruits  was  but  a  form  of 
fpeech.  I  cannot  fincerely  wonder  at  any  pro- 
ceedings in  numbers  of  men,  and  efpecially  (I 
muft  venture  to  fay  fo)  in  Ireland.  Meantime,  it 
is  a  good  jeft  to  hear  my  lord  treafurcr  faying  of- 
ten, before  a  deal  of  company,  that  it  was  I  that 
got  the  clergy  of  Ireland  their  firft  fruits  ;  and, 
generally,  with  this  addition,  that  it  was  before 
the  duke  of  O'rr.ond  was  declared  lord  lieutenant. 
His  lordlhip  hath  long  defigned  an  anfwer  to 
the  letter  he  received  from  the  bifhops  ;  he  hath 
told  me  ten  times,  he  would  do  it  to-morrow.  He 
goeth  to  London  this  day,  but  1  continue  here  for 

a  week. 
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a  week.     I  fliall  refrcfh  his  memory,   and  engage 
my  lord  Harley  his  fon  to  do  fo  too. 

I  fuppofc,  your  grace  caPiiiot  but  hear  in  general 
of  fome  fteps  that  arc  making  towards  a  peace. 
There  came  out  fome  time  ago  an  account  of  Mr. 
Pr/Vj  journey  to  France^  pretended  to  be  atranf- 
lation  ;  it  is  a  pure  invention  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end.  1  v/ill  let  your  grace  into  the  fecret  of  it. 
The  clamours  of  a  party  againft  any  peace  without 
Spain,  and  railing  at  the  miniflry  as  if  they  de- 
fifrned  to  ruin  us,  occafioned  that  produdtion,  out 
of  indignity  and  contempt,  by  way  of  furnifliing 
fools  with  fomething  to  talk  of  j  and  it  hath  had  a 
very  great  effe£l.  Meantime^  your  grace  may 
count  that  a  peace  is  going  forward  very  faft. — 
Mr.  i^/or  was  actually  in  France;  and  there  are  now 
two  minifters  from  that  court  in  London,  which 
you  may  be  pretty  fure  of,  if  you  believe  what  1 
tell  you,  that  I  fupped  with  them  myfcif  in  the 
houfe  where  I  am  now  writing,  Saturday  lafi: : 
neither  do  I  find  it  to  be  a  very  great  fecret ;  for 
there  were  two  gentlemen  more  with  us  befides 
the  inviter.  However,  I  defire  your  grace  to  fay 
nothing  of  it,  becaufe  it  may  look  likelightncfs  in 
me  to  tell  it :  Mr.  Prior  was  with  us  too,  but 
what  their  names  are  I  cannot  tell  ;  for  I  believe 
thofe  they  paficd  by  when  I  was  there  are  not  the 
real  ones.  All  matters  are  ag-reed  between /V^/.v/? 
and  us,  and  very  much  to  the  advantage  and  ho- 
nour of  England;  but,  I  believe,  no  further  fteps 
will  be  taken  without  giviiig  notice  to  the  allies. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  tell  your  grace  one  fyllable,  as  coming 
from  any  great  minifter  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not 
betray  them.  But  there  are  no  other  ways  of  pick- 
in^z  out  thin2:s  in  a  court  :  however,  I  mull  defire 
you  will  notdifcover  anyof  thefe  little  particulars, 
nor  cite  me  upon  any  account  at  all  ;  for  great 
men  may  think  I  tell  things  from  them,  although 
I  have  them  from  other  hands  ;  in  which  laft  cafe 
only,  I  venture  to  repeat  them  to  one  I  can  con- 
fide in,    and  one  at  fo    great  a   diftance    as  your 


grace. 


I  humbly  thank  your  grace  for  the  good  opini- 
on you  are   pleafed  to  have  of  me,  and    for  your 
advice  which  feemeth  to  be  wholly    grounded  on 
it.     As  to  the  firft,  which  relatcth  to  my  fortune, 
I  fliall  never  be  able  to  make  myfelf  believed  how 
indifferent  I  am  about  it.     I  fometimes  have  the 
plcafure    of  making  that   of  others ;  and    I    fear 
it  is  too  great  a  pleafure  to  be  a  virtue,  at  leaft  in 
me.     When  I  was  laft   in    Ireland,  I    was    above 
half  the  time  retired  to  one  fcurvy  acre  of  ground  ; 
and  I  always  left  it  with   regret.     I   am  as  well 
received  and  known  at  court,  as  perhaps  any  man 
ever  of  my  level ;   I  have   formerly  been  the  like, 
I  left  it  then,  and  will  perhaps  leave  it  now  (when 
they  pleafe  to  let  me),  without  any  concern,  but 
what  a  few  months  will  remove.     It  is  my  maxim 
to  leave  great  minifters  to  do  as  they  pleafe  ;    and, 
if  I  cannot  diftinguifh  myfelf  enough  by  being  ufe- 
ful  in   fuch  a  way  as  becomcth  a  man  of  confci- 
ence  and  honour,  I  can  do  no  more  ;   for  I  ne- 
ver 
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Ter  will  follicit  for  myfelf,  although    1  often   do 
for  others. 

The  other  part  of  your   grace's    advice,    to  be 
fome  way  ufcful  to  the  church  and  to  the  publlck 
by  any  talent  you  are  pleafcd  to  think  I  pofTefs,  is 
the  only  thing  for  which  I  fhould  dcfire  fome  fet- 
tlement  that  would   make    me  full   maftcr  of  my 
time.     I    have    often    thought   of  fome   fubjefts, 
wherein  I  believed  I  might  fucceed :   but,  my  lord, 
to  afk  a  man  floating  at  fea  what  he  defigned  to  do 
when  he  goes  on  fhore,    is  too  hafty  a   queltion  : 
let  him  get   there  firfl:,  and  reft  and   dry  himfelf, 
and  then  look  about  him.     I  have  been  pretty  well 
known  to  feveral  great  men  in  my    life  ;    and    it 
was  their  duty,  if  they  thou2:ht  I  might  have  been 
of  ufe,    to  put  me  into  a  capacity  for  it ;  but  I  ne- 
ver yet  knew  one  great  man  in  my  life,  who  was 
not  every  day  fvvayed  by  other  motives  in   diftri- 
buting  his  favours,  whatever  refolutions  he  had 
pretended  to  make  to  the  contrary.     I  was  fayin*  a 
thing  the  other  day  to  my  lord  keeper,  which  he 
approved  of,  and  which  I  beleive  may  be  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  :  it  was,    that  perfons  of  tranfcendcnt 
merit  forced    their  way  in  fpite   of  all  obftacles  j 
but  thofe  whofe  merit  was  of  a  fecond,   third,  or 
fourth  rate,  were  feldom  able  to  do  any  thing  ;  be- 
caufe  the  knaves  and  dunces  of  the  world  had  all 
the    impudence,    afliduity,     flattery,     and    fervilc 
compliance  divided  among  them,  which  kept  them 
perpetually  in  the  way,  and  engaged  every  body  to 
be  their  follicitors.  I  was  afking  a  great  minifter,  a 
Vol.  XiV.  I  raynth 
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month  ago,  how  he  could  poflibly  happen  to  pick 
cut  a  certain  perfon  to  employ  in  a  commiflion  of 
difcoveringabufcs,  who  was  the  moft  notorious  for 
the  conftant  praclicc  of  the  greateftabufes  in  that 
very  kind,  and  was  very  well  known  not  to  be  at  all 
reformed  ?  He  faid  he  knew  all  this ;  but  what 
would  I  have  him  to  do?  I  anfwcreJ, Send  any  one 
of  your  footmen,  and  command  him  to  chufe  out 
the  firft  likely  genteel  fellow  he  fees  in  the  ftreets  j 
for  fuch  a  one  might  poiTibly  behoneft,  but  he  was 
fure  the  other  was  not,  and  yet  they  have  employ- 
ed him. 

I  promife  your  grace  that  this  fhall  be  the  fafl 
fally  I  will  ever  make  to  a  court,  and  that  I  will 
return  as  foon  as  I  can  have  leave.  I  have  no  great 
plcafure  In  my  prefent  manner  of  living,  often  in- 
volved in  things  that  perplex  me  very  much  ;  and 
which  try  my  patience  to  the  utmoft,  teized  every 
day  by  follicitors,  who  have  fo  little  fenfe  as  to 
think  I  have  either  credit  or  inclination  to  be 
theirs,  although  they  fee  I  am  able  to  get  no- 
thing for  myfclf.  But  I  find  I  am  grown  very  te- 
dious, and  therefore  conclude,  with  the  grcateft  re- 
fpea. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 
and  moft  humble  fervant. 


/•■  ,•; 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXII. 

Oj?.  — ,  17 1 1. 

My  Lord, 

PERHAPS  you  will  be  content  to  know 
feme  circumftances  of  affairs  here.  The  dirke 
of  Somerfet  ufually  leaveth  Windfor  on  Saturday^ 
when  the  minifters  go  down  thither,  and  returns 
not  until  they  are  gone.  On  Sunday  feven-mght, 
contrary  to  cuftorti,  he  was  at  JVindfor,  and  a  ca- 
binet council  was  to  be  held  at  night  ;  but,  after 
waiting  a  long  time,  word  was  brought  out,  that 
there  would  be  no  cabinet.  Next  day  it  was  held, 
and  then  the  duke  went  to  a  horfe  race  about  three 
miles  off*  This  began  to  be  whifpered ;  and  at  my 
return  to  town  they  bad  got  it  in  the  city  j  but  not 
the  reafon  ;  which  was,  that  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John 
refufed  to  fit  if  the  duke  was  there.  Laft  Sunday 
the  duke  was  there  again,  but  did  not  offer  to  come 
to  the  cabinet,  which  was  held  without  him.  I 
hear  the  duke  was  advifed  by  his  friends  of  the 
other  party  to  take  this  ftep.  The  fecretary  faid 
to  fome  of  his  acquaintance,  that  he  would  not  fit 
with  a  man  who  had  fo  often  betrayed  them,  ^c. 
You  know  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet  is  a  great  fa- 
vourite, and  hath  got  the  duchefs  of  Malborougli's 
key.  She  is  infinuating,  and  a  woman  of  intrigue; 

1  2  and 
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and  will,  I  believe,  do  what  ill  offices  flie  can  to  the 
fecrctary.     They  would  have  hindered  her  coming 
in  ;    but  the   queen    faid,    if    it    were   fo,    that 
fhe    could  not    have    what    fervants     flie    liked, 
Ihc  did  not  find  how  her  condition  was  mended.    I 
take  the  lafcty  of  the  prefent  miniftry  to  confift  in 
the  agreement  of  three  great  men.  Lord  Keeper, 
Lord  Trcafurer,  and  Mr.  Secretary  ;  and  fo  I  have 
often  told  them  together  between  jeft  and  earneft, 
and  two  of  them  fcparatcly  with  more  ferioufnefs. 
And  I    think  they  entirely   love  one  another,  as 
their  differences  are  not  of  weio;ht  to  break  their 
union..  They  vary  a  little  about  their  notions  of  a 
certain  general.  1  will  Hot   fay  more  at  this  dif- 
tance.     I  do  not  fee  well  how  they  can  be  without 
the  fecretary,  who  hath  very  great  abilities  both  for 
the  cabinet  and  and  parliament.    The  torics  in  the 
city    are   a  little   difcontented,    that  no    further 
ctianges  are  made  in  employments,  of  which  I  can- 
not learn  the  fecret,  although  I  have  heard  feve- 
ral,  and  from  fuch  who  might  tell  the  true  one  if 
they  would  :  one  is,  that  lord  treafurer  profeffeth 
he  is  at  a  lofs  to  find  perfons   qualified  for  feveral 
places  ;  another  (which  is  lefs  believed)  that  the 
queen  interpofeth  :   a  third,  that   it  is  a  trimming 
difpofition.     I  am  apt  to  think  that  he  finds  the  call 
for  employments  greater  than  he   can  anfwer,  if 
there  were  five  times  as  many  to  difpofe  of  i   and  I 
know  particularly  that  he  diflikcth  very  much  the 
notion  of  people,  that  every  one  is  to  be   turned 
cmt.   The  treafurer  is  much  the  greateft  minifter  I 

ever 


117 


T    O      D  R.      KING. 

ever  knew:  regular  in  life,  with  a  true  fenfc  of  rc- 
Jigion,  an  excellent  fcholar,  and  a  good  divine,  of 
a  very  mild  and  affable  difpofition,  intrepid  in  his 
notions  and  indefatigable  in  bufinefs,  an  utter  dc- 
fpifer  of  money  for  himfclf,  yet  frugal  (perhaps  to 
an  extremity)  for  the  publick.     In  private  compa- 
ny,  he  is  wholly  difcngaged,  and  very  facetious, 
like  one  who  hath  no    bufmefs   at  all.     He  never 
wants    a   rcferve   upon    any    emergency,    which 
would  appear  defperate  to  others;  and  maketh  little 
ufe  of  thofe  thoufand   proje6tors   and  fchematifts, 
who  are  daily  plying  him  with  their  vifions,  but 
to  be  thoroughly  convinced,  by  the    comparifon, 
that  his  own  notions  are  the  bell.    I  am,  my  Lord^ 
with  the  greateft  refpedt. 

Your  Grace's 

moft  obedient,  t^c* 

LETTER    XXIII. 

London,  Dec.  8,   I7I2« 
My  Lord, 

I  CANNOT  in  confcience  take  up  your 
grace's  time  with  an  empty  letter;  and  it  is 
not  every  day  one  can  furnifh  what  will  be  worth 
your  reading.  I  had  all  your  grace's  packets ;  and 
I  humbly  thank  your  grace  for  your  good  inftrudl- 

I  3  ions 
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ions  to  me,  which  I  (hall  obferve  as  foon  as  ever 
it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  put  me  into  a  way  of  life, 
where  i  can  have  leifure  for  fuch  fpeculations. 

In  above  twenty  years  that  I  have  known  fome- 
thing  of  courts  and  minifters,  I  never  faw  fo 
ftrange  and  odd  a  complicated  difpofition  of  affairs 
as  what  we  have  had  for  fix  weeks  paft.  The  fa6ls 
your  grace  may  have  met  with  in  every  common 
news-paper ;  but  the  fprings  of  them  are  hardly 
difcoverable  even  by  thofe  who  had  moft  opportu- 
nity of  obferving.  Neither  do  I  find  thofe  who 
Ihould  know  beft,  agree  upon  the  matter.  There 
is  a  perpetual  trial  of  {kill  between  thofe  who  are 
out  and  thofe  who  are  in ;  and  the  former  are  general- 
ly more  induftriousat  watching  opportunities.  Laft 
Sfptemhery  at  Windfor^  the  duke  of  Somerfet  [oj, 
who  had  not  been  at  cabinet  council  for  many 
months,  was  advifed  by  his  friends  of  the  late  mi- 
niftry  to  appear  there,  but  the  reft  refufed  to  fit 
with  him  j  and  the  council  was  put  off  until  next 
day,  when  the  duke  went  to  a  horfe  race.  This 
was  declaring  open  war ;  and  ever  fince  both  he 
and  his  duchefs  (who  is  in  great  favour)  have  been 
ufing  all  forts  of  means  to  break  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry.  Mrs.  Af^y^^w  was  abfent  two  months  from 
IFindfor,  with  lying  in  at  Kenfington,  and  my  lord 
trcafurer  fix  weeks  by  indifpofition.  Some  time 
before   the  feflion,  the  duke  abovementioned  went 

fo]  Sec    the  hiftory  of  the  Jaft  fcfilon  of  parliaaicnf,   and  of  tjie 
feux  of  Utrecht.  ^  " "    • 

to 
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to  all  thofe  lords,  who,  by  the  narrowncfs  of  their 
fortunes,  have  depended  on  the  court,  and  engag- 
ed them  to  vote  againft  the  miniftry,  by  afTuring 
thcni  it  was  the  queen's  pleafure.  He  is  faid  to 
have  added  other  powerful  motives.  Bothmars 
memorial  was  pubiifhed  jufl:  at  that  juncture,  as 
Hoffman  the  emperor's  refident  had  fome  time  be- 
fore printed  the  French  king's  proportions.  It  is 
confidently  affirmed,  by  thofe  who  fhould  know, 
that  money  was  plentifully  fcattered.  By  thefe  and 
fome  other  accidents,  the  vote  was  carried  againft 
the  miniftry  ;  and  every  body  of  either  party  un- 
derftood  the  thing  as  intended  directly  againft  my 
lord  treafurcr's  head.  The  houfe  of  lords  made  a 
very  fhort  adjournment,  and  were  preparing  fome 
refolutions  and  addrefles  of  the  moft  dangerous 
importance.  We  had  a  very  melancholy  Chr'ifimn^^ 
and  the  moft  fearlefs  perfons  were  fhaken  :  for  our 
great  danger  lay  where  I  cannot  tell  your  grace  at 
this  diftance.  The  thing  wifhed  for  was,  the  re- 
moval of  the  Somerfet  family  ;  but  that  could  not 
be  done,  nor  yet  is.  After  fome  time,  the  queen 
declared  herfelf  as  you  have  heard,  and  twelve  new 
lords  were  created.  My  lord  Nottingham's  game 
in  this  affair  hath  been  moft  talked  of,  and  feve- 
ral  hard  things  faid  of  him  are  a.^rmed  to  be  true. 
The  diffenting  minifters  in  this  town  were  con- 
fulted  about  the  occafional  bill,  and  agreed  to   it, 

Ip]  Baron  B^thmar,  envoy  extraordinary  from  tlie  devlor  of    lla- 
ntvcr,   afterwards  king  Gccge  I. 

I  4  for 
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for  what   reafons  1  cannot  learn  ;  that  which  is 
offered  not  fatisfyini;  me,  that  they  were  afraid   of 
worfe.     I   believe  they  expeded  an  entire  change 
of  mlniftry  and  mcafures,  and  a  new  parliament, 
by  which  it  might  be  repealed,  and   have    inftead 
fome  law  to  their  advantage.     The  duke  of  Marl- 
borough's    removal  [^]   hath    pafled   very   filentlv ; 
the  particular  reafons  for  it  I  muft  tell   your  grace 
fome  other  time  :  but  how  it  will  pafs    abroad  I 
cannot  anfwer.     People  on    both    fides   conclude 
from  it,  that  the  peace  is  certain  j  but   the    con- 
clufion  is  ill  drawn  :  The  thing  would   have  been 
done,  although  we  had   been   fure  of  continuing 
the  war.     We  are  terribly  afraid  of  prince  Eugene's 
coming,  and  therefore  it   was   put  off  until    the 
refolutions  were  taken.     Before  he  came  out  of  his 
yacht,  he  afked  how  many  lords  were  made  ?   He 
was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  the  queen,  on  Sun- 
day about  (even  at  night.     The  great  men  refolve 
to  entertain  him  in  their  turns ;  and  we  fuppofe  it 
will  all  end  in  a  journey  of  pleafure.     We  are   fo 
confidently  told   of  the   duke   of  Sotnerfet's  being 
out,    that   1  writ  to  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's.     A 
man  of  quality  told  me,  he  had  it  from  my  lord 
keeper,  whom  I   afkcd  next  day,  and  found  it  a 
millake  ;  but  it   is  im.poflible  to  fence   againft  all 
lyes  :  hov/cvcr   it   is  ftill  expected   that  the  duke 
will  be  out,  and  that  many  other  removes  will  be 
piaJe.     Lord  Ranelagh  died  on  Sunday   morning : 

[?j   Dec.  3C,   17 1 1, 

he 
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he  was  very  poor  and  needy,  and  could  hardly  fup- 
port  himfelf  for  want  of  a  penfion,  which  ufed  to 
be  paid  hinn,  and  which  his  friends  follicited  as  a 
thing  of  perfeft  charity.  He  died  hard^  as  their 
term  of  art  is  here  to  exprefs  the  woeful  ftate  of 
men,  who  difcover  no  religion   at  their  death. 

The  town-tallc  is  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  will 
go  no  more  to  Ireland^  but  be  fucceeded  by  the 
duke  of  Shrewfiury^  who  is  a  very  great  and  ex- 
cellent perfon  ;  and  I  will  hold  a  wager  that  your 
grace  will  be  an  admirer  of  his  duchefs  :  if  they 
g,  I  will  certainly  order  her  to  make  all  advances 
to  you  :  but  this  is  only  general  report,  of  which 
they  know  nothing  at  court,  although  I  think  it 
not  altogether  improbable. 

We  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  lord  privy 
feal.  Buys^  the  Dutch  envoy,  went  to  Holland^  I 
think,  at  the  fame  time.  Buys  is  a  great  pretender 
to  politicks,  and  always  leaves  the  company  with 
great  expreflions  of  fatisfaction  that  he  hath  con- 
vinced them  all  :  he  took  much  pains  to  perfuade 
me  out  of  fome  opinions  ;  and,  although  all  he 
faid  did  but  fix  me  the  deeper,  he  told  the  minif- 
try  how  fuccefsful  he  had  been.  I  have  got  poor 
Dr.  King  [r],  who  was  fome  time  in  Ireland^  to  be 
Gazetteer,  which  will  be  worth  250  A  per  annum 
to  him,  if  he  be  diligent  and   fober,  for  which  I 

[r]  Author  of  Mully  of  Mounioivn  (a  moft  delightful  village  to  the 
louth  ot  Duilin,  ntar  the  fea)  and  fcvcral  oilier  good  p ocm;  j  he 
i.\(o  tranflsted  Horacc'i  Art  of  Fcetry  into  Englijh  verfe. 

am 
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am  engaged.  I  mention  this,  becaufe  I  think  he 
was  under  your  grace's  protection  when  he  was  in 
Ireland. 

By  what  T  gather  from  Mr.  Southwell^  I  believe 
your  grace  ftandeth  very  well  with  the  duke  of  Or- 
niondy  and  it  is  one  great  addition  to  my  eftccm 
for  Mr.  Southwell.,  that  he  is  entirely  your  grace's 
friend  and  humble  fervant,  delighting  to  do  you 
juftice  upon  all  occafions.  I  am,  with  the  grcatcft. 
refpe(fi. 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 
and  moft  humble  fervant. 


LETTER     XXIV. 

Londcn,    March  29,  1 7 12. 

My  Lord, 

IC  A  N  N  O  T  afk  pardon  for  not  fooner  ac- 
knowledging your  grace's  letter,  becaufe  that 
would  look  as  if  I  thought  mine  were  of  confc- 
quence.  Either  I  grow  weary  of  politicks,  or  am 
out  of  the  way  of  them,  or  there  is  lefs  flirring 
than  ufual  ;  and,  indeed,  we  are  all  in  fufpcnce  at 
prefent  ;  but  1  am  told  that,  in  ten  or  twelve  days 
time,  we  fhall  know  what  the  iflue  will  be  at 
Utrecht.     I  can  only  tell  your    grace,    that    there 

are 
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are  fome  unlucky  circumdances,  not  proper  to  be 
trufted  to  a  letter,  which  have  hitherto  retarded  this 
great  work.  JU'thi  huUhria  rerum  mortalUmi  ciinc- 
tis  in  tiegot'ti:  obverfantur.  Meantime,  we  arc  with 
great  difficulty  railing  funds  upon  which  to  bor- 
row five  millions.  One  of  thofe  funds  is  a  tax  upon 
paper,  and  I  think  30  per  cent,  upon  imported 
books,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  as  I  could  not  ycRcr- 
day  forbear  faying  to  my  lord  treafurer  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that,  inftcad  of  pre- 
venting finall  papers  and  libels,  it  will  leave  no- 
thing elfe  for  the  prefs.  I  have  not  talked  to  the 
duke  of  Argyle  upon  the  affairs  of  Spa'ni^  fince 
his  return  j  but  am  told  he  affirms  it  impoffible  for 
us  to  carry  on  the  war  there  by  our  former  me- 
thods. The  duke  of  Ormond  is  expedled  to  go  in 
two  or  three  days  for  Flamkrs.  And  what  I  writ 
to  youf  grace  fome  months  ago  of  the  duke  of 
Sbrciujlury  fuccceding  to  govern  Ireland,  will,  I 
luppofe,  be  foon  declared.  I  was  the  other  day 
to  fee  the  duchefs,  and  reported  your  grace's 
complimejits,  which  flie  took  very  well ;  and  I  told 
her  I  was  refolved  your  grace  and  flie  (hould  be 
very  good  acquaintance.  I  believe  the  fplrit  of 
your  Honghers  is  got  into  our  Mohawks ,  who  are 
ftill  very  troublcfome,  and  every  night  cut  fome- 
body  or  other  over  the  face  j  and  commit  a  hun- 
dred  iufolcnt  barbarities. 

There  was   never  the  leafi:  defign  of  any    im- 
peachment   a^ainft    the    duke    of   AIuylborou7h : 

and 
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and  it  was  his  own  great  weaknefs,  or  the  folly 
of  his  friends,  that  the  thing  went  fo  far  as  it 
did. 

I   know  not    whether    it   is    that   people  have 
talked  themfelves  hoarfc,    but  for  fome  weeks  paft 
wc  have  heard  lefs  of  the  pretender  than   former- 
ly.  I  fuppofe  it  is,  like  a  fafliion,  got  into  Ireland, 
wlicn  it  is  out  here  :   but,    in  my  confcieace,   I  do 
not  think  any  one  pcrfon  in  the  court  or  miniftry 
here  defigns  any  more  to  bring  in  the  pretender, 
than  the  Great  Turk.     I  hope  Mr.  Harley,  who  is 
now  on  his  journey  to  Hanover,   will    give    that 
court  a  truer  opinion  of  perfons    and  things,  than 
they  have  hitherto  conceived.     And,  if  your  grace 
knew  the  inllrumcnt    through  which  thefe   falfe 
opinions  have  been  infufed,    you  would  allow  it 
another  inftance  of  the  Ludlbrium  rerum  mortalium. 
And  your  grace  cannot  but  agree,  that  it  is  fome- 
thing  fingular  for  the  prince  in  pofieflion  to  make 
perpetual  advances,   and  the  prefumptive  heir  to  be 
ftanding  off  and  fufpicious. 

I  know  notwiiether  your  grace  hath  confidered 
the  pofition  tliat  my  lord  treafurer  is  vifibly  in. 
The  late  miniftry  and  their  adherents  confefs  them- 
ielves  fully  refolvcd  to  have  his  head,  whenever  it 
is  in  their  power,  and  were  prepared,  upon  the 
besinnin^:  of  the  fcffions,  when  the  vote  was  carried 
againft  any  peace  without  5/Wh,  to  move  that  he 
fhould  be  font  to  the  Tov/er  :  at  the  fame  time 
his  friends,  and  the  torics  in  general,  are  dif- 
2  contented 
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cpntented  at  his  flownefs  in  the  changing  of  com- 
miffions  and  employments,  to  which  the  wealc- 
nefs  of  the  court  intercft,  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
is  wholly  imputed  :  neither  do  1  find  that  thofe  in 
the  grcateft  ftations,  or  moft  in  the  confidence  of 
my  lord  treafurer,  are  able  to  account  for  this  pro- 
ceeding, or  feem  fatisfied  with  it.  J  have  endca- 
vourcd  to  folve  this  .difnculty  another  way;  and 
I  fancy  I  am  in  the  right,  from  words  I  have 
heard  let  fall  :  but,  whatever  be  the  caufc,  the 
confequences  may  be  dangerous. 

The  queen  is  in  very  good  health,  but  doth  not 
ufe  fo  much  exercife  as  fhe  ought.  Pray  God  pre- 
ferve  her  many  years  ! 

A  projedor  hath  lately  applied  to  me  to  re- 
commend him  to  the  miniftry  about  an  invention 
for  finding  out  the  Longitude.  •  He  hath  given 
in  a  petition  to  the  queen  by  Mr.  fee.  St.  Johi, 
I  underftand  nothing  of  the  mathcmaticks  ;  but 
am  told  it  is  a  thing  as  improbable  as  the  Philo- 
fopher's  ftone,  or  Perpetual  motion. 

I  lately  writ  a  letter  of  about  thirty  pages  to 
lord  treafurer,  by  way  of  propofal  for  an  academy, 
to  correft,  enlarge,  and  afcertain,  the  Englljh 
lano-uao-e.     And  he  and  I  have  named  above  twen- 

too  _ 

ty  perfons  of  both  parties  to  be  members.  I 
will  fhortly  print  the  letter  [j],  and  1  hope 
fomething   v/ill   come   of    it.      Your  grace  fees 

[j]  The  Letter  to  the  lord  tpeafurcris  printed  in  die  Third  Volaae 
tf  this  coUt^ion, 

I  am 
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I   am  a  projector   too.      I  am,    with    great   re* 
fpca. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mofl;  oleJlLnL 
ajid  mufl  humble  TcivaiU, 

J.  S  \V  I F  T. 

LETTER    XXV. 

LondoTiy  May  20,   1712. 

My  Lord, 

WH  E  N  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's 
letter  oi  March  27,  I  was  lying  ill  of  a 
cruel  diforder,  which  ftill  purfucth  me,  although 
not  with  fo  much  violence  j  and  1  hope  your 
grace  will  pardon  me,  if  you  find  my  letter  to 
be  that  of  one  who  writeth  in  pain.  You  fee, 
my  lord,  how  things  are  altered.  The  talk  of  a 
new  governor  for  Ireland  is  dropped.  The  fccret 
is,  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  a  promife  of  a 
pcnfion  in  cafe  he  loft  his  government  ;  but  my 
lord  treafurer  is  fo  exccflively  thrifty,  that,  to 
favc  charges,  he  lets  the  duke  keep  it;  and  be- 
fides  there  are  fome  other  circumftances,  not  pro- 
per for  a  letter,  which  have  great  weight  in  this 

matter. 
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matter.  I  count  upon  it,  that,  whatever  governor 
goeth  over  under  this  minillry,  a  new  parliament 
will  be  called.  Yet  I  was  told  that  the  duke  of 
Shreiu/hury  was  pitched  on,  as  a  fort  of  medium 
f^c.  He  is  a  perfon  of  admirable  qualities  ;  and, 
if  he  were  fomewhat  more  adlivc  and  lefs  timor- 
ous in  bufinefs,  no  man  would  be  thought  com- 
parable to  him. 

The  moderate  of  the  other  party  feem  now  con- 
tent to  have  a  peace,  and  all  our  talk  and  ex- 
pectations are  full  of  it :  but  I  proteft  to  your 
grace  I  know  not  what  to  write  upon  this  fubjcdl, 
neither  could  1  tell  what  to  fay  if  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  with  you.  Upon  lord  Strafford's  [/J 
coming  over,  the  ftocks  are  fallen,  although  I  ex- 
pelled, and  I  thought  with  reafon,  that  they 
would  rife.  There  is  a  trade  between  fome  here 
and  fome  in  Holland  of  fecrets  and  lyes ;  and  there 
are  fome  among  us  whofe  pofts  let  them  into  aa 
impcrfc(5l  knowledge  of  things,  which  they  can- 
not conceal.  This  mixture  maketh  up  the  town- 
talk,  governs  the  price  of  ftocks,  and  hath  often 
a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it :  befides,  public  affairs 
have  often  fo  many  fudden  turns  and  incidents, 
that  even  thofe  behind  the  curtain  can  hardly  pro- 
nounce for  a  week.  I  am  fenfible  that  I  have  of- 
ten deceived  your  grace  with  my  wife  iiinuendos. 
Yet  I  verily  think  that  my  intelligence  was  very 

\t\  His  lord/hip  was  one  of  ths  plenipotentiaries  at  the  trcatj-  of 
UtrtAit. 

2  right 
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ri"-ht  at  the  moment  I  fent  it.     If  I  had  writ   to 
your  grace  fix  days  ago,  1  would  have  ventured  to 
have  given  you  hopes  that  a  peace  would  foon  ap- 
pear, and  upon  conditions  wholly  furprizing  and 
unexpected.     I  fay  this  to  you   wholly    in  confi- 
dence ;  and   I    know  nothing  yet  to   change  my 
opinion,  except  the  defponding   talk  of  the  town, 
for  I    fee  nothing    yet  in  the  contrivances    of  the 
miniftcrs.     It  feems  generally  agreed  that  the  pre- 
fent  Dauphin  cannot  live,  and  upon    that  depend 
many  meafures  to  be  taken.     This    afternoon  the 
bill  for  appointing  commifTioncrs   to   enquire  into 
the  grants,  ^c.  was  thrown  out  of  the    houfe  of 
lords,  the  voices   being   equal,  which  is    a    great 
difappointment    to   the  court,    and  matter  of  tri- 
umph to  the  other  party.     But  it  may  poflibly  be 
of  the  word  confcquence  to  the  grants  next  feffi- 
©n,  when  it  is  probable  the  miniftry  will  be  better 
fettled,  and  able  to  procure  a  majority.     I  am,  with 
great  refpeft, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mofl  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 


LET. 
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/ 

Kcnfwgtony    Sept.   30,   1 712. 
My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  two  or  three  times  bepiun  letters  to 
your  grace,  and  have  torn  what  I  writ,  hopino- 
I  might  fend  you  fomcthing  decifive  about  the 
peace.  But  all  ftill  continues  to  lie  very  loofe, 
and  I  continue  to  bt  very  dcfponding,  although 
the  people  in  affairs  laugh  at  me  for  it.  I  have  one 
plain  maxim  in  dealing  with  thofe  who  have  more 
cunning  and  lefs  honefty  than  myfelf,  which  is, 
what  we  call  keeping  the  ftafF  in  my  own  hand, 
and  contriving  that  they  fhall  truft  me  rather  than 
I  them.  A  man  may  reafon  until  he  is  weary  upon 
this  proceeding  of  the  Dutch.  The  foldiers  tell 
me  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  could  not  poflibly  take 
pofleflion  of  Dunkirk,  fince  the  foreign  troops  have 
refufed  to  march,  and  the  States  will  not  fufFer  us 
logo  through  their  towns.  But  I  had  a  whifper 
from  one  who  fhould  know  beft,  that  Dunkirk 
might  now  have  been  ours,  if  right  methods  had 
been  taken.  And  another  great  man  faid  to  a  friend 
of  mine,  above  a  fortnicrht  ao;o,  that  the  leaft 
wrong  ftep  on  that  fide  the  water  plight  have  very 
ill  confequences  at  this  juncture.  Meantime,  the 
Vol.   XIV.  K  difcon- 
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difcontented  party  feemeth  full  of  hopes,  and  ma- 
ny of   the    court  fide    befidc    myfelf  defponding 
cnouf^h.     The  ncceflity  of  layhig  the  propofals  be- 
fore the  parliament  drew  us  into  all  this ;  for  now 
we  are  in  a  manner  pinned  down,  and  cannot   go 
back  an  inch  with  any  good  grace  :  fo  that,  if  the 
French  play  us  foul,  I  dread  the  eifcdts,  which  are 
too  vifible  to  doubt.     And  on  the  other  fide,  if  the 
peace  goeth  fmoothly  on,  1  cannot  but  think  that 
fome  fevcre  enquiries  will  be  made ;  and,  I  believe, 
upon  very  manifeft  grounds.     Tf  there  be  any  fe- 
cret  in  this  matter  of  Dunkirk,  it  muft  be  in  very 
few  hands,    and  thofe  who  moft   converfe  with 
men  at  the  helm  are,  I   am  confident,  very  much 
in  the  dark.  Some  people  go  fo  far  as  to  think  that 
the  Dutch  will  hinder  even  the  Englijh  forces  under 
the  duke  of  Ormond   from   going    by  the  French 
country  to  Dunkirk  :  but  I  cannot  be  of  that  opi- 
nion. We  fuppofc  a  few  days  will  decide  this  mat- 
ter ;  and,  I  believe,   your  grace   will  agree,  that 
there  was  never  a  more  nice  conjunfture  of  affairs  ; 
however,  the   court   appears  to  be  very  refolute : 
feveral    changes  have    been  made,  and  more   are 
daily  expecSted.     The  Dutch  are  grown   fo  unpo- 
pular, that,   I  believe,  the  queen  might  have  ad- 
dreffcs  to  ftand  by  her  againft  them  with  lives  and 
fortunes. 

I  had  your  grace's  letter  of  May  29,  written  in 
the  time  of  your  vifiting,  from  whence,  I  hope, 
you  are  returned  with  health  and  fatisfadion, 

1  The 
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The  difficulties  in  the  peace,  by  the  accidents  in 
the  Bourbon  family,  are,  as  your  grace  obferveth, 
very  great,  and  what  indeed  our  minifter!)  chiefly 
apprehended.  But  we  think:  Philip's  renouncing 
to  be  an  effe<5lual  expedient,  not  out  of  any  regard 
he  would  have  for  it,  but  becaufc  it  will  be  the 
intereft  of  every  prince  of  the  blood  in  France  to 
keep  him  out,  and  becaufe  the  Spaniards  will  ne- 
ver aflift  him  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms. 

I  am  in  hopes  yet  that  your  grace  may  pay  your 
treat ;  for  it  is  yet  four  weeks  to  November^  at  leaft 
I  believe  we  (hall  be  happy  or  ruined  by  that 
time. 

It  is  certain  that  tliereis  fomething  in  what  peo- 
ple fay  But  the    court  is   fo  luckily 

conftituted  at  prefent,  that  every  man  thinks  the 
chief  trufl  cannot  be  any  where  elfe  fo  well  placed  j 
neither  do  I  know  above  one  man  that  would  take 
it,  and  it  is  a  great  deal  too  foon  for  him  to  have 
fuch  thoughts. 

I  humbly  thank  your  grace  for  your  concern 
about  your  health  :  I  have  flill  the  remainder  of 
feme  pains,  which  hath  partly  occafioned  my  re- 
moving hither  about  three  weeks  ago  j  1  was  re- 
commended to  country  air,  and  chofe  this,  be- 
caufe I  could  pafs  my  time  more  agreeably  near  my 
friends  at  court.  We  think  the  queen  will  goto 
JVindfor  in  three  weeks  ;  and,  I  believe,  I  fhall  be 
there  moft  of  the  time  I  flay  in  England^  which  I 
intend  until  towards  the  end  of  fummer. 

K  2  My 
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My  lord  treafurer  hath  often  promifed  he  will 
advance  my  defign  of  an  academy  ;  fo  ha\^  my 
tord  keeper,  and  all  the  minifters ;  hut  they  are 
new  too  bufy  to  think  of  any  thing  befide  what 
they  have  upon  the  anvil.  My  lord  treafurer 
and  I  have  already  pitched  upon  twenty  members 
of  both  parties  j  but  perhaps  it  may  all  come  to 
nothing. 

If  things  continue  as  they  are  another  feflion, 
perhaps  your  grace  may  fee  the  bill  of  refuming 
the  grants  [«]  carried  on  with  a  great  deal  more  ri- 
gour than  it  lately  was.  It  was  only  defired  that 
the  grantees  fhould  pay  fix  years  purchafe,  and 
fettle  the  remainder  on  them  by  aft  of  parliament, 
and  thofe  grants  are  now  worfe  than  other  lands 
by  more  years  purchafe  than  fix  j  fo  that,  in  efFeft, 
they  would  have  loft  nothing.  I  am,  with  the 
greateft  refpeft. 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

f*j  This  bill  pafiedrnthe  n«gatrve. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXVII. 

London,  O^ober  21,  1712. 

My  Lord, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  let- 
ter of  July  .22,  which  found  me  at  Windfir, 
I  have  been  extremely  out  of  order  with  a  giddi- 
nefs  in  my  head,  which  purfued  me  until  very 
lately ;  but,  by  an  uneafy  courfe  of  phyfick,  I 
hope   I  have  In  fome  fort  overcome  it. 

We  are  now  in  very  near  expe6lation  of  a  peace  ; 
and  your  grace,  I  hope,  will  believe  it  as  good  a  one 
as  the  circumftances  of  things  would  allow.  I  con- 
fefs  I  agree  with  your  grace,  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty was  about  the  danger  of  France  and  Spain 
being  united  under  one  king.  To  my  knowledge, 
all  poflible  means  have  been  taken  tofecure  that 
matter  j  and  yet,  after  all,  the  weakeft  fide  will 
be  there.  Renunciations  by  Francc\\zvt  veryjuft- 
ly  fo  little  credit,  that  I  do  not  wonder  fo  little 
weight  is  laid  on  them.  But  Spain,  we  are  fure, 
will,  for  their  own  fakes,  enter  into  all  fecurities 
to  prevent  that  union  ;  and  all  the  allies  muft  be 
guarantees.  If  you  ftill  obje(5l  that  fome  danger 
ftill  remains,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Your  grace  is  al- 
together mifmformcd,  if  you  think  that  this  is 
at  all  the  difficulty  which  fo  long  made  the  Dutch 

K  3  untrac- 
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xintrndtablc.     It  was  nothing  lefs  :    neither   have 
they  once  mentioned,  during  all  the    negotiation 
at  Utrecht^  one  fyllable  of  getting  Spain  out  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  or  into  that  of  Aujiria^  as  the  chief 
/pen  have  affured  mc    not   three  days    ago.     Bu'ji 
offered  laft  winter  to  eafe  us  immediately  of  the 
trouble  we  were  in  by  lord  Nottingbarn  s  vote,  if  we 
would  confent  to  let  them  ihare  with  us  in  the  ad- 
vantages we  had  ftipulated  with  France ;  which  ad- 
vantages, however,  did    by  no  means   clafli  with 
Holland,  and  were  only  conditional  if  peace  fliould 
enfue.     But,  my  lord,  we  know  further,  that  the 
Dutch  made  offers  to  treat  with  France,  before  we 
received  any  from  thence;  and  wercrefufed,  upon 
the  ill  ufage  they  gave  Mr.  Torcyzt  the  Hague,  and 
the  abbe  de   PoUgnac  afterwards  at  Gertruydenberg  : 
;^nd  we  know  that  Torcy  would  have  been  forced  to 
apply  to  them  again,  if,  after  feveral  refufals,  we 
had  not  hearkened  to  their  overtures.     What  I  tell 
your  grace  is  infallibly  true  j  and    care  {hall    be 
taken  very  foon  to  fatisfy  the  world  in  this,  and 
many   other   particulars  at  large,  which  ought  to 
be  known  :  for  the  kingdom  is    very  much  in  the 
dark,  after  all  the  pains  hitherto  taken  to  inform  it. 
Your  grace's  conjeftures   are  very  right,  that  a 
general  peace  would  not  be  for  our  intereft,  if  we 
had  made  ours  with  France.     And   I  remember  a 
certain  great  man  ufed    to   fay   two  months  ago. 
Fight  on,  my  merry  men  all.     1  believe  likewife,  that 
fuch   a  peace  would  have  happened,  if  the  Dutch 
had  not  lately  been  more  compliant  j  upon  which 

pUf 
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our  miniftcrs  told  thofe  of  France,  that,  fincc  the 
States  were  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  queen,  her 
majcfty  muft  enter  into  their  interefts :  And  I  be- 
lieve they  h'.ive  as  good  conditions  as  we  ever  in- 
tended theyfhould,  Tournay,  I  hope,  will  be  yield- 
to  them  :  and  Lijle  we  never  defigned  they  fhould 
have.  The  emperor  will  be  ufcd  as  he  deferveth  j 
and,  having  paid  for  the  war,  fhall  get  nothing  by 
the  peace.  We  are  moft  concerned  (next  to  our 
regard  to  Holland)  for  Savoy  [a-],  and  France  for 
Bavaria.  I  believe  we  fhall  make  them  both  kings, 
by  the  help  of  Sardinia  and  Sicily.  But  I  know 
not  how  plans  may  alter  every  day.  The  queen's 
whole  defign,  as  your  grace  conjedureth,  is  to  zSt 
the  part  of  a  mediator  ;  and  our  advantages,  too 
many  to  infert  here,  muft  be  owned  very  great. 

As  for  an  academy  to  correal  and  fettle  our  lan- 
guage, lord  treafurer  talked  of  it  often  very 
warmly;  but,  I  doubt,  is  yet  too  bufy  until  the 
peace  be  over.  He  goes  down  to  IVindfor  on  Frir 
day^  to  be  chofen  of  the  Garter,  with  five  more 
lords  [j]. 

I  know  nothing  of  promifes  of  any  thing  in- 
tended for  my  felf ;  but,  I  thank  God,  I  am   not 

[xl  Viffor  Autadeus,  duke  of  Sa-voy,  was  made  king  of  Sialy  by 
this  treaty. 

[_y]  Henry,  duke  of  Beaufort,  captain  of  the  band  of  gentlemen 
penfioners  ;  "Jamei  duke  of  Hamihoa  and  Brandon,  mafter-gencral  Qf 
the  ordnance  ;  Henry,  duke  of  Kent  j  Jobn,  earl  of  Poulet,  lord 
ileward  of  the  houfhold;  Robert,  crl  of  Oxford  ^nd  Mortimer,  \ori 
high  treafurer  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  Thomas  carl  oi  Strafford,  one  of 
the  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrtchr,  and  firft  lord  commifiioncr  of  the  ad»- 
miralty,  08oier  26.  171 2, 

K  4  very 


136    LETTERS  FROM  DR.  SWIFT 

warm  in  my  expcdlations,  and  know  courts  too 
well  to  be  furprifed  at  difappointments ;  which, 
however,  I  fhall  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear, 
if  I  gave  my  thoughts  any  trouble  that  way,  which, 
without  affeflation,  1  do  notj  although  1  cannot 
cxpedl  to  be  believed  when  I   fay  fo. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXVIII. 

London,  ^an.   3,   1 713. 
My  Lord, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace*s 
letter,  we  have  had  a  dead  time  of  news  and 
politicks;  and  I  make  a  confcience  of  writing  to 
you  without  fom.ething  that  will  recompence  the 
trouble  of  reading.  I  cannot  but  grant  that  your 
grace,  who  is  at  a  diftancc,  and  argues  from  youf 
own  wifdom  and  general  obfervations  and  reading, 
is  likely  to  be  more  impartial  than  I,  who,  in  fpight 
of  my  rcfolutions  and  opinion  to  the  contrary,  am 
forced  to  converfe  only  with  one  fide  of  the  world, 
which  fafteneth  prejudices  to  me,  notwithftanding 
all  I  can  do  to  avoid  them.  Your  grace  hath  cer- 
tainly hit  upon  the  weak  fide  of  our  peace  ;  but  I 
do  not  find  you  have  prefcribed  any  remedies. 
For  that  of  limiting  France  to  a  certain  number  of 
ihips  and  troops  was,  I  doubt,  not  to  be  compaf- 

fed. 
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fed.  While  that  mighty  kingdom  remaineth  uo- 
der  one  monarch,  it  will  be  always  in  fome  degree 
formioable  to  its  neighbours.  But  we  flatter  our- 
felves  it  is  likely  to  be  lefs  fo  than  ever,  by  the 
concurrence  of  many  circum.ftances  too  long  to 
trouble  you  with.  But,  my  lord,  what  is  to  be 
done  ?  I  will  go  fo  far  with  your  grace  as  to  tell 
you,  that  fome  of  our  friends  are  of  opinion  with 
the  other  party,  that,  if  this  laft  campaign  had 
gone  on  with  the  conjuniStion  of  the  Britijh  troops, 
France  might  have  been  in  danger  of  being  driven 
to  great  extreme.  Yet  I  confefs  to  you,  at  the 
fame  tirfie,  that,  if  I  had  been  firft  minlftcr,  I 
fhould  have  advifed  the  queen  to  purfue  her  mea- 
fures  towards  a  peace. 

Some  accidents  and  occafions  have  put  it:  in  my 
way  to  knov/  every  ftep  of  this  treaty  better,  I 
think,  than  any  man  in  England.  And  I  do  alTert 
to  your  grace,  that,  if  France  had  been  clofely 
pufhed  this  campaign,  they  would,  upon  our  refu- 
fal,  have  made  offers  to  Holland^  which  the  repub- 
lick  would  certainly  have  accepted  ;  and  in  that 
cafe  the  intereft  of  England  would  have  been 
wholly  laid  afide,  as  we  faw  it  three  years  ago  at 
the  Hague  and  Gcrtruydenhcrg.  The  marfhal  d'lJx- 
illes  and  Mefnager  [z],  tv/o  of  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries,   were  wholly  inclined  to  have  begun  by 

\x]  This  gentleman  wrote  Minutes  of  his  Nigodatian  at  the  court 
of  England,  oiiring  the  four  laft  years  of  queen  June:  reign,  con- 
tiinlng  many  curious  particulare, 

the 
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the  Dutch  ;  but  the  third,  abbe  de  Polignac^  who 
hath  mofl:  credit  with  iMonfieur  Torcy^  was  for  be- 
ginning by  England. 

There  was  a  great  faction  in  France  by  this  pro- 
ceeding ;  and  it  was  a  mere  perfonal  refentment, 
in  the  French  king  and  Monfieur  Torcy^  againft  the 
States,  which  hindered  them  from  fending  the 
firft  overture  there.  And  I  believe  your  grace 
will  be  convinced,  by  confidering  that  the  demands 
of  Holland  might  be  much  more  eafily  fatisfied 
than  thofe  of  Britain.  The  States  were  very  in- 
(iiiterent  about  tlie  article  of  Spain  being  in  the 
Bourbon  family,  as  Monfieur  Buys  publicly  owned 
when  he  was  here,  and  among  others  to  myfelf. 
They  valued  not  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk^  the 
frontier  of  Portug(d^  nor  the  fccurity  of  Savoy. 
They  abhorred  the  thoughts  of  our  having  Gib- 
raltar and  Minorca^  nor  cared  what  became  of 
our  dominions  in  North  Jmerica.  All  they  had  at 
heart  was  the  fovereignty  of  Flanders  under  the 
jiame  of  a  barrier,  and  to  flipulate  what  they  could 
tor  the  emperor,  to  make  him  eafy  under  their  en- 
croachments. I  can  further  affure  your  grace, 
before  any  propofals  were  fent  here  from  France, 
and  ever  fince  until  within  thefe  few  months,  the 
Dutch  have  been  endeavouring  conftantly,  by  pri- 
vate intrigues  with  that  court,  to  undermine  us, 
and  put  themfelvcs  at  the  head  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  3  which  is  a  truili  that  perhaps  the  world 
may  foon  be  informed  in,  with  fevcral  others  that 
are  little  known.  Befidcs,  my  lord,  I  doubt  whe- 
ther 
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ther  you  have  fufficiently  reflected  on  the  condition 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  poflibility  of  purfuing 
the  war  at  that  ruinous  rate[<7].  This  argument 
js  not  the  weaker  for  being  often  urged.  Behdes, 
France  is  likely  to  have  a  long  minority ;  or,  if 
not,  perhaps  to  be  engaged  in  a  civil  war.  And 
I  do  not  find  that,  in  public  affairs,  human  wifdom 
is  able  to  make  provifions  for  futurity,  which  are 
not  liable  to  a  thoufand  accidents.  We  have  done 
all  we  can  ;   and,  for  the  reft,  curent  pojler'i. 

Sir  TFiUiam  Temple's  Memoirs,  which  you  men- 
tioned, is  his  firft  part,  and  was  publifncd  twenty 
years  ago;  it  is  clilefly  of  the  trcity  of  Nimeg^uen, 
and  was  fo  well  known,  that  I  could  hardly  think 
your  grace  hath  not  feen  it. 

I  am  in  fome  doubt  whether  a  fall  from  a  horfc 
be  fuitablc  to  the  dignity  of  an  arch' ifhop.  It  is 
one  of  the  chief  advantages  in  a  great  ftation,  that 
one  is  exempt  from  common  accidents  of  that 
kind.  The  late  king  [b]  indeed  got  a  fall  ;  but 
his  majefty  was  a  fox-hunter,  I  queftion  v/hether 
you  can  plead  any  prccctlent  to  cxcufe  you  ;  and 
therefore,  1  hope,  you  will  commit  no  more  fuch 
errors  :  anJ,  in  the  mean  time,  I  heartily  congra- 
tulate with  your  grace,  that  I  can  railly  you  upon 
this   sccidcnt. 

I  am  in  for.ic  fear  that  our  peace  will  hardly  be 
concluded  in  fevc-al  weeks,  by  reafon  of  a  certain 
incident  that  could  not  be  forefccn  j  neither  can  I 

£a]See  p3[;c  144. 

f ^j  Kine  WiHium  III,   w  ho  died  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 

t.ii 
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tell  whether  the  parliament  will  fit  before  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace ;  becaufe  fome  pcrfons  differ 
in  their  politicks  about  the  matter.  If  others  were 
no  wifcr  than  I,  your  feffion  fhould  not  be  deferred 
upon  that  account.     1  am,  with  the  greateft  re- 

Your  Grace's 

moft  dutiful  and 

humble   fervant. 


LETTER     XXIX. 

London  J  March  28,  17 13* 

My  Lord, 

ALTHOUGH  your  humour  of  delaying, 
which  is  a  good  deal  in  f;ihion,  might 
ferve  me  for  authority  and  example  in  not  fooner 
acknowledging  your  grace's  letter,  I  fliall  not 
make  that  ufe  of  it  ;  but  naturally  tell  you,  that 
the  public  delay  hath  been  the  caufe  of  mine.  We 
have  lived  almoft  thefe  two  months  part  by  the 
week,  expecting  that  the  parliament  would  meet, 
and  the  queen  tell  them  that  the  peace  was  figned. 
But  un^orcfeen  difficulties  have  arifcn,  partly  by 
fome  millakes  in  our  plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as 
of  thofe  of  France,    too  long  to  trouble  your  grace 

with, 
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with,  fince  we  never  reckon  all  will  be  at  an  end  ; 
and  the  queen  hath  fent  new  powers  to  Utrecht^ 
which  her  minifter  there  muft  obey,  I  think,  or 
be  left  without  excufe.  The  peace  will  be  ligned 
with  France^  Holland,  the  emperor,  Savoy,  Portu- 
galy  and  England  y  but  Spain  hath  yet  no  minifter 
at  Utrecht,  the  Dutch  making  difficulties  about  the 
duke  cTOj/une's  paflportsj  but  the  marquis  De  Mon~ 
tcllion  will  foon  begin  his  journey;  at  leaft  he  tells 
me  fo.  However,  it  is  of  no  great  moment  whe- 
ther Spam  Cometh  in  now  or  a  month  hence ;  and 
the  parliament  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  reft.  Peo- 
ple here  have  grumbled  at  thofe  prorogations  until 
they  are  weary  ;  but  they  are  not  very  convenient, 
confidering  how  many  funds  are  out,  and  how  late 
it  is  in  the  year.  They  think  of  taking  off  two 
fhillings  in  the  pound  from  the  land  tax ;  which 
I  always  argued  carneftly  againft  :  but  the  court 
hath  a  mind  to  humour  the  country  gentlemen, 
and  the  thing  is  popular  enough  ;  but  then  we 
muft  borrow  upon  new  funds,  which  it  will  be  of 
the  laft  difficulty  to  invent  or  to  raife.  The  other 
party  are  employed  in  fpreading  a  report  moft  in- 
duftrioufly,  that  the  lord  treafurer  intends,  after 
the  peace,  to  declare  for  the  whigs.  They  have 
fpread  it  in  Scotland,  to  prepare  people  for  the 
next  election  ;  and  Mr.  Annejly  told  me  the  other 
day  at  my  lord  fteward's,  that  he  had  heard  I  writ 
the  fame  to  my  friends  in /rf/c7W^;  which,  as  it  is 
wholly  without  ground,  fo  the  fa<ft  is  what  I 
never  had  the  leaft  belief  of,  although  his  lordftiip 

4  « 
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is  fomewhat  of  your  grace's  mind,  in  not  rcfuf- 
ing  to  converfe  with  his  greateft  enemies  ;  and 
therefore  he  is  cenfured,  as  you  fay  you  are,  upon 
the  fame  account.  And  to  thofe  who  charge  him 
with  it  (as  fome  are  free  enough  to  do  it),  he  only 
fays,  his  friends  ought  to  truft  him  ;  and  I  have 
fome  rcafon  to  believe,  that,  after  a  peace,  the 
direcl  contrary  will  appear.  For  my  own  part,  I 
entirely  agree  with  your  grace,  that  a  free  man 
ought  not  to  confine  his  converfe  to  any  one  party; 
neither  would  I  do  fo,  if  I  were  free  ;  but  I  am 
not,  and  perhaps  much  lefs  is  a  great  minifter  in 
fuch  a  jundlure  as  this.  Among  many  qualities  I 
have  obferved  in  the  treafurer,  there  is  one  which 
is  fomething  Angular,  that  he  will  be  under  an 
imputation,  hov/  wrong  foever,  without  the  pains 
of  clearing  himfelf  to  his  neareft  friends,  which 
is  owing  to  great  integrity,  great  courage,  or  great 
contempt  of  cenfure.  I  know  he  hath  abundance 
of  the  two  laft,  and  I  believe  he  has  the  firft. 

Your  grace's  obfervations  on  the  French  dexte- 
rity in  negotiation,  as  well  as  their  ill  faith,  are 
certainly  right  j  but  let  both  be  as  great  as  poflible, 
we  muft  treat  with  them  one  time  or  other  j  and, 
if  minifters  will  not  be  upon  their  guard  againft 
fuch  notorious  managers,  they  are  altogether  in- 
cxcufablc.  But  I  do  allure  your  grace,  that,  as 
it  hath  fallen  in  my  way  to  know  more  of  the 
fteps  of  this  whole  treaty,  than  perhaps  any  one 
man  befidcs,  I  cannot  fee  that  any  thing  in  the 
power  of  human  prudence,  under  many   difficult 

conjunc- 
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conjunctures,  hath  been  omitted.     We  have  been 
forced  to  conceal  the  beft  fide,  which  1  agree  hath 
been   unfortunate   and    unpopular;    but  you  will 
pleafc  to  confider,    that  this  way  of  every  fubjeil 
interpofing  their  fentiments  upon  the  management 
of  foreign  negotiations  is  a  very  new  thing  amon^^ 
us  ;  and  the  fuftering  it  hath  been  thought,  in  the 
opinion  of  wife  men,   too  great  a  ftrain  upon  the 
prerogative  ;  efpecially  giving  a  detail  of  particu- 
lars, which,  in  the  variety  of  events,  cannot  be 
afcertained  during  the  courfe  of  a  treaty. — I  could 
eafily  anfwer  the  objection  of  your  grace's  friends 
in  relation  to  the  Dutch,  and  why  they  made  thofe 
difficulties  at  the  Hague  and  Gertruydenberg.     And 
when  the  whole  ftory  of  thefe  two  laft  intri2;uino- 
years  comes  to  be  publifhed,  the  world  will  have 
other  notions  of  our  proceedings.     This  perhaps 
will  not  be  long  untold,  and   might  already  have 
been,  if  other  people  had   been  no  wifer  than  I. 
After    all,   my   lord,  I   grant  that,  from  a  diftant 
view  of  things,  abundance  of  objedtions   may  be 
raifed  againft  many  parts  of  our  conduct.    But  the 
difficulties  which   gave    room   to   thofe  objedions 
are  not  feen,  and  perhaps  fome  of  them  will  never 
appear;  neither  may  it  be  convenient  they  Tnould. 
If  in  the  end  it  appears,    that  we  have   made  a 
good  bargain  for  you,  we  hope  you  will   take  it 
without  entering  too  nicely  into  the  circumftanccs. 
I    will  not  undertake   to   defend  our  proceedings 
againft  any   man  who  will  not  allow  this  poftula- 
"  turn,  that  it   was  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  war 

any 
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any  longer ;  which  whoever  denies  either  hath  not 
examined  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  refpe^l  to 
its  debts,  or  denies  it  from  the  fpirit  of  party. 
When  a  friend  of  mine  objeded  this  to  lord  Not- 
tir.gham^  he  freely  confefled  it  was  a  thing  he  had 
never  confidered.  But,  however,  he  would  be 
againft  any  peace  without  Spain  ;  and  why  ?  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  privy-feal.  But  then,  why  doth 
he  vote  with  the  whigs  in  every  thing  elfe,  al- 
though peace  hath  no  concern  ?  becaufe  he  was 
not  privy-feal.  I  hope,  my  lord,  we  fliall  in  time 
unriddle  you  many  a  dark  problem ;  and  let  you 
fee  \c]  that  faclion,  rage,  rebellion,  revenge,  and 
ambition,  were  deeply  rooted  !i,  he  hearts  of  thofe 
who  have  been  the  great  obftrudors  of  the  queen's 
meafures,  and  of  the  kingdom's  happinefs  ;  and, 
if  1  am  not  miftaken,  fuch  a  fcene  may  open,  as 
will  leave  the.prefent  age  and  pofterity  little  loom 
to  doubt  who  were  the  real  friends  and  real  ene- 
mies of  their  country.  At  the  fame  time,  I  know 
nothing  is  fo  rafh  as  predicling  upon  the  events 
of  public  councils ;  and  I  fee  many  accidents  very 
pofilble  to  happen,  which  may  foon  defeat  all  my 
wife  conjecflures. 

I  am,    my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 
and  moil  obedient  humble  fervant. 

[f ]  See  the  Hiftory  of  the  peace  of  Utrtcht,  In  the  Hiftory  of  the 
four  laft  years  of  qijcen  yiniic. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XXX. 

London^   y^r// 30,  1713. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of  the 
14th,  which  at  prefent  I  cannot  anfwer  parti- 
cularly :  I  fend  this  to  welcome  your  grace  to  the 
Bath^  .where  we  conclude  you  arc  now  arrived  ; 
and  I  hope  the  defign  of  your  journey  is  more  for 
prevention  than  cure.  I  fuppofe  your  grace  hath 
heard  that  the  queen  hath  made  Dr.  Sterne  bifliop 
of  Dromore^  and  that  I  am  to  fucceed  him  in  his 
deanry.  Dr.  Parnell  \d\  who  is  now  in  town, 
writ  laft  poft  to  your  grace,  to  defire  the  favour  of 
you  that  he  may  have  my  fmall  prebend  :  he 
thinketh  it  will  be  fome  advantao-e  to  come  into 
the  chapter,  where  it  may  poflibly  be  in  my  power 
to  ferve  him  in  a  way  agreeable  to  him,  although 
in  no  degree  equal  to  his  merits ;  by  which  he 
hath  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  fo  much,  that  he  is  ia 
great  elteem  with  the  miniftry  and  others  of  the 
moft  valuable  perfons  in  this  town.  He  hath  been 
many  years  under  your  grace's  direction,  and  hath 

\d\  A  very  eminent  poet.  Two  volumes  of  wliofc  poems  are  pub- 
lifhed,  the  firft  by  Mr.  l^opi,  in  the  year  1721,  dedicated  to  Robert 
llarky,  carl  of  OxJ\rd  and  Mortimer.  The  other  was  printed  in 
Dublin,  in  rheycar  lycS,  with  the  following  title;  The  Pcjlhumous 
Works  cf  Dr.  Thomas  Parnell,  late  of  Cloghcr  j  containing  Poems  wo- 
raJ  and  divine  j   and  on  ether  various  Juhjefis. 

"  Dignum  laudc  virum  Mufa  vctat  mori."  Hor, 

Vol.  XIV.  L  a  verv 
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a  very  good  title  to  your  favour ;  fo  that  I  believe 
it  will  be  unneceflary  to  add  how  much  I  fhould 
be  obliged  to  your  grace's  compliance  in  this  mat- 
ter :  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  his  being  agreeable 
to  me  will  be  no  difadvantage  to  him  in  your  grace's 
opinion. 

I  am,  with  the  grcateft  rerpe<5l-. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mo/l  dutiful 

and  mofl:  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    XXXI. 

London^  May  23,  1 7 IS* 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  the  honour'  of  a  letter  from  your  grace, 
the  1 8th  inftant,  from  Chejicr,  I  was  confi- 
dently told,  about  three  weeks  ago,  that  your 
grace  was  expeded  every  day  at  the  Bath  \  and  you 
will  find  a  letter  there  as  old  as  that,  with  a  re- 
quifition  in  favour  of  Dr.  Parnell,  who,  by  his 
t)wn  merit,  is  in  the  efteem  of  the  chief  minifters 
here.    1  am  very  fenfible,  that  the  Igfs  your  grace 

hath 
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hath  fufFered  in  the  removal  of  Dr.  Sterne  will 
never  be  made  up  by  me,  upon  a  great  many  ac- 
counts :  how^ever,  I  fhall  not  yield  to  him  in  ref- 
pe£l  and  Veneration  for  your  grace's  character  and 
perfdn  ;  and  I  return  you  my  moft  grateful  ac-»' 
knowledgmcnts  for  the  oftcr  you  make  me  of  your 
favour  and  protcdion.  I  think  to  fet  out  for  Ire- 
land on  Monday  feven-night,  to  be  there  before  the 
term  cndcth  ;  for  fo  they  advife  me,  becaufe  the 
long  vocation  follow^s,  in  vi^hich  I  cannot  take  the 
oaths,  unlefs  at  a  quarter  feiTions ;  and  I  had  better 
have  two  chances  than  one.  This  will  hinder  me 
from  paying  my  refpcds  to  your  grace  at  the  Bath], 
and  indeed  my  own  health  would  be  better,  I  be- 
lieve, if  I  could  pafs  a  few  weeks  there  :  but  my 
remedy  (hall  be  riding,  and  a  fea  voyage.  I  have 
been  enquiringj  and  am  told  your  grace's  caufe 
will  hardly  come  on  this  feflion  ;  but  indeed  I  have 
been  fo  much  out  of  order  for  thefe  ten  days  paft, 
that  I  have  been  able  to  do  nothing. 

As  to  the  fpire  \_e']  to  be  erected  on  St.  Patrick'' s 
fteeple,  I  am  apt  to  think  it  will  coft  more  than 
is  imagined ;  and  I  am  confident  that  no  bricks 
made  in  that  part  of  Ireland  will  bear  being  ex- 

[e\  Dr.  Sterne  (prcdeceflbr  to  Dr.  Siuifr,  as  dean  of  Sr.  Patrick') 
Cathedral,  Dublin,  afterwards  bi/hop  of  Dromore,  from  whence  he 
was  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Clogber)  left  a  fum  of  money  to  ercft  a  fpire 
on  the  top  of  that  fteeple,  which  was  built  a  few  years  after  bis  lord- 
fhip's  death.  It  ijanotlagon  of  many  feet  high,  built  of  white  hard 
mountain  ftonc,  with  a  gilt  ball  at  the  top  of  it,  which  may  be  (eta. 
at  tkc  dillance  of  many  miles. 

L  ?.  pofcd 


148    LETTERS  FROM  DR.  SWIFT 

poled  fo  much  to  the  air  ;  however,  I  fhall  enquire 
among  feme  architecls  here. 

I  hope  your  grace  will  find  a  return  of  your 
health  in  the  place  where  you  are.  I  humbly  beg 
your  blefling  j  and  remain,  with  great  refpedl. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's 

moft  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 

LETTER      XXXII. 

Trim^  July  i6,   17 13. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  about  five  weeks  in  this  king- 
dom, but  fo  extremely  ill  with  the  return  of 
an  old  diforder  in  my  head,  that  I  was  not  able  to- 
write  to  your  grace.  I  have  been  the  greatefl  part 
of  that  time  at  my  country  parifli,  riding  every 
day  for  my  health.  1  can  tell  your  grace  nothing 
from  Dublin^  having  fpent  the  days  I  was  there 
between  bufinefs  and  phyfick,  and  paid  no  vifits 
nor  received  any  but  one  day  j  and  1  reckon  it  no 

great 
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great  lofs,  for  I  hear  they  are  all  party  mad;  and 
it  is  one  felicity  of  being  among  willows,  that  one 
is  not  troubled  with  fa6tion.  I  hope  you  have  as 
little  of  it  at  the  Bath  ;  for  I  cannot  fancy  it  doth 
u-ell  with  the  waters.  If  your  grace  goeth  to  Lcn- 
don  from  the  Bath^  I  believe  T  may  have  the  ho- 
nour of  waiting  on  you  ;  although  I  (hall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  fave  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  journey, 
which  neither  my  fortune  nor  my  health  will  very 
well  bear.  I  hope  you  feci  the  good  eftecls  of  the 
place  you  are  in  ;  and  I  pray  God  continue  your 
life,  for  the  good  of  his  church. 

The  other  day,  Mr.  Thackey,  prebendary  of  Sa- 
gard  and  vicar  of  Rathcooly  died  ;  and  it  would  be 
a  great  mark  of  goodnefs  in  your  grace,  as  well  as 
A  perfonal  favour  to  me,  if  you  would  pleafe  todif- 
pofe  of  his  livings  in  favour  of  Mr.  Thomas  JVor- 
burtov,  who  hath  been  many  years  my  afliftant  in 
the  cure  of  Laracoi\  hath  behaved  himfelf  altoge- 
ther unblameably,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  very  good 
learning  and  fenfe.  If  I  knew  anyone  more  de- 
fcrving,  I  would  not  recommend  him  ;  neither 
would  I  do  it  however,  becaufe  I  know  your  grace 
hath  a  great  many  dependants,  but  that  it  will  be 
a  great  ufe  to  me  to  have  a  vicar  in  one  of  my  rec- 
tories, and  upon  my  deanry,  in  whom  I  can  con- 
fide. I  am  told,  the  livings  amount  to  an  hundred 
and  twenty  pounils  a  year  at  mofl ;  and  it  may 
probably  happen  in  my  way  to  be  able  to  oblige 
|ome  friend  of  yours  in  a  greater  matter,  which 

L  3  I  fhall 
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I  {hall  very  readily  do.    I  am,  with  the  greatefl 
refpciSl, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JQN.  SWIFT. 

LETTER    XXXIIL 

London^  Odoher  20^  17 IJ* 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  opportunity  I  had  of  a  fhip  was  fo  fud- 
den,  that  I  had  not  time  to  receive  your 
grace's  lalt  commands,  or  pay  my  refpc(Ss,  which 
jt  was  my  duty  and  inclination  to  do  j  and  as  for 
writing,  I  have  always  told  your  grace,  that  I 
could  not  fct  about  it  with  a  e;ood  confcience,  un- 
til I  were  provided  with  matter  enough  for  your 
trouble  of  reading.  We  are  outwardly  pretty 
quiet  during  this  interval  of  parliament  ;  but  I 
will  not  anfwer  what  feeds  are  fowing  to  make  the 
next  fpring  produce  better  fruit.  There  are  feve- 
ral  reafons,  impo/Tible  for  me  to  tell  at  this  diftance, 
v.hy  I  Ihali  not  be  fo  ^ood  a  correfpondent  as  I 
2  have 
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have  formerly  been,  but  may  probably  ferve  to  en- 
tertain you  a  year  or  two  hence ;  for  the 
fafhion  of  this  world  pafleth  away ;  and  there  is 
nothing  of  fo  little  confequence  as  the  grcateft 
court  fecrcts  when  once  the  fcenc  is  changed.  I 
faid  to  fomebody,  when  I  was  laft  in  Ireland^  who 
talked  to  me  of  the  advantage  and  felicity  I  had 
in  the  familiarity  of  great  miniftcrs,  that  it  was 
well  enough  while  it  continued  a  vanity  ;  but  as 
foon  as  it  ceafcd  to  be  a  vanity,  it  began  to  be  a 
vexation  of  fpirit.  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  paf- 
fmg  this  winter  at  the  Bathy  bccaufc  my  health  re- 
quireth  it,  and  becaufe  I  fliall  then  be  at  a  pret- 
ty equal  diftance  from  the  factions  on  both  fides 
the  water  j  for  it  is  not  impoflible  your  grace  may 
have  a  warm  winter. 

I  have  had  fome  letters,  particularly  from  Dr. 
Synge  and  Mr.  Archdeacon  ff^alls,  about  my  being 
prolocutor.  I  have  this  poft  writ  my  thoughts 
upon  that  fubje6l  to  Mr.  IFalls-y  and,  fo  fave  you 
the  trouble,  have  dcftred  him  to  comrpunicatc 
them  to  your  grace.  Our  ele£lions  for  the  city 
IHII  continue  :  I  was  this  afternoon  at  Gjuld-hall. 
I  find  three  of  the  old  members  ;  and  JFithers, 
who  is  the  lowcfl:,  tcUeth  me,  he  doth  not  defpair 
of  carrying  it  for  himfclf.  There  is  abundance 
of  artifice  (to  give  it  the  fofteft  word)  ufed  on 
both  fides. 

I  came  yefterday  from  JVindfor^  where  I  faw  the 
q'ieen  in  very  good  health,  which  fhe  findeth  there 

L  4  more 
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more  than  any  where  elfe,  and  I  believe  will  hard- 
ly remove  until  December.  1  believe  my  lord  lieu- 
tenant [g]  will  be  landed  before  this  letter  cometh 
to  your  hands  :  he  is  the  fineft  gentleman  we  have, 
and  of  an  excellent  underftanding  and  capacity  for 
bufinefs :  if  I  were  with  your  grace,  I  would  fay 
more  ;  but  leave  it  to  your  own  fagacity. 

I  will  only  venture  to  fay  one  thing  relating  to 
Ireland,  bccaufe  I  believe  it  will  be  of  ufe  that 
your  grace  fliould  know  it.  If  your  houfe  of  com- 
mons fhould  run  into  any  violences  difagreeable  to 
us  here,  it  will  be  of  the  worft  confequcnces  imagi- 
nable to  that  kinedom  :  fori  know  no  maxim  more 
ftrongly  maintained  at  prefent  in  our  court,  than 
that  her  majefl-y  ought  to  exert  her  power  to 
the  utmoft  upon  any  uneafmefles  given  on  your 
fide  to  hcrfelf  or  her  fervants  :  neither  can  1  an- 
fwer,  that  even  the  legiflative  power  here  may  not 
take  cognizance  of  any  thing  that  may  pafs 
among  you  in  oppofition  to  the  perfons  and  prin- 
ciples that  are  nov/  favoured  by  the  queen.  '  Per- 
haps I  am  gone  too  far  ;  and  therefore  fhall  end, 
without  any  ceremony, 

Your  Grace's  d5V 

Pireft   to  me  under  cover    to  Erajmus  Lnvis, 

Efq;  at  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley's    office   at 

JVhitehalL 

\^   Qharlti  Talbot,   duke  of  Sbrnvfcury^  earl  of  Waterford  and 
Wt^fovd. 
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L    K    T    T    E    R     XXXIV. 

Lonchn^  051.  [or  Dcc.'\  31,   17 13. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  grace's   letter^  which  I    received  but 
laft  port,    is  of  an    earlier   date  than  >vhat 
have  fince  arrived.     We  have  received  the  addrefs 
for    removing    the  chancellor  \h\t   and  the  coun- 
ter   addrclTes  from  the    lords     and   convocation  ; 
and  you  will  know,  before  this  reacheth  you,  our 
fentimcnts  of  them  here.     I  am  at  a  lofs  what  to 
fay  in  this  whole  affair.     When  I  writ  to  you  be- 
fore, I  dropt  a  word    on  purpofe  for  you   to  take 
notice  of;   that  our  court  fccmcd  rcfolvcd  to  be  ve- 
ry firm  in  their  refolutions  about  Ireland.     I  think 
it    impoiTible    for    the    two  kingdonis     to     pro- 
ceed  long    upon  a  different    fcheme  of  politicks. 
The  controverfy  with  the  city  I  am  not  maimer  of: 
it  took  its  rife  before  I  ever  concerned    myfclf  in 
the  affairs  of  Ireland^  further  than  to  be  an  inflru- 
mcnt  of  doing  fome   fcrviccs  to  the  kingdom,  for 
which  I  have  been    ill    requited.     But,  my  lord, 
the  queftion  with  us  here  is,  whether  there  was  a 
neceffity  that  the  other  party  fhould  be  a  majority  ? 
There  was  put  into  my  hands  a  lift  of  your  hpufe 
of  commons  by  fome  who  know  the  kingdom  well : 

[AJ  Sir  'CanJJantir.e  ?/•/•/>?,    lord  high  chancellor  of  JrchnJ. 

I  dcllrcd 
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I  defired  they  would  (as  they  often  do  here)  fet 
a  mark  on  the  names  of  thpfe  who  would  be  for 
the  minidry,  who  I  found  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fortv-thrcc,  which  I  think  comes  within 
an  equality:  twenty  names  bcfidcs  they  could  not 
determine  upon  ;  fo  that,  fuppofe  ei2;ht  to  be  of 
the  fame  fide,  there  would  be  a  majority  by  one  ; 
but  befides,  we  reckon  that  the  firft  number,  one 
hundred  and  forty-three,  would  eafily  rife  to  a  great 
iT.ajoritv,  by  the  influence  of  the  government,  if 
that  had  been  thought  fit.  This  is  demonftration 
to  us ;  for  the  government  there  hath  more  influ- 
ence than  the  court  here  ;  and  yet  our  court  cap- 
lied  it  for  ir.any  years  againft  a  natural  majority, 
and  a  much  greater  one.  I  fliall  not  examine  the 
icafons  among  you  for  proceeding  otherwife ;  but 
your  grace  v/ill  find  that  v/c  are  determined  upon 
t|ie  conclufion,  which  is,  that  Ireland  muft  pro- 
ceed ca  the  fame  foot  with  England.  I  am  of 
opinion,  my  lord,  that  nothing  could  do  more 
hurt  to  the  whig  party  in  both  kingdoms,  than 
their  maimer  of  proceeding  in  your  houfe  of  com- 
mons. It  will  confirm  the  crown  and  miniftry 
that  there  can  be  no  fafety,  while  thofe  people  are 
able  to  give  diflurbancc  ;  and  indeed  the  cffe£ls  it 
hath  already  produced  here  are  hardly  to  be  believ- 
ed :  neither  do  we  here  think  it  worth  our  while 
to  be  oppofcd  and  encourage  our  enemies  only  for 
70,000/.  a  year  ;  to  fupply  which  it  may  not  be 
hard  to  find  other  expedients  ;  and,  when  there 
Hiall  be  occafion  for  a  nurliament,  vvc  are  confident 
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anew  one  may  be  called,  with  a  majority  of  mcu 
in  the  intereft  of  the  queen  and  church  ;  for,  when 
the  prefent  majority  pretends  to  regard  cither,  we 
look  upon  fuch  profcfllons  to  fignify  no  more  than 
if  they  were  penned  by  my  lord  IVharton^  or  Mr. 
MoleJvjorth[}].  I  have  fufFcrcd  very  much  for  my 
tendernefs  to  fome  perfons  of  that  party,  which  [ 
flill  preferve ;  but  I  believe  it  will  not  be  long  in  my 
power  to  ferve  thofe  who  may  want  it.  It  would 
be  endlefs  to  recount  to  your  grace  the  reproaches 
that  have  been  made  me,  on  account  of  your 
neighbour. 

It  is  but  true,  my  lord,  we  do  not  care  to  be 
troubled  with  the  affairs  of  Ireland  \  but,  there 
bein"-  no  war,  nor  meeting  of  parliament,  we  have 
leifure  at  prefent :  befides,  we  look  on  ourfelves 
as  touched  in  the  tendereft  part.  Wc  know  the 
whi(^  party  are  preparing  to  attack  us  next  feflions, 
and  their  prevailing  in  Ireland  would,  we  think, 
be  a  great  ftrength  and  encouragement  to  them 
here :  befides,  our  remiflhefs  would  dilhcarten 
our  friends,  and  make  them  think  wc  acted  a  trim- 
ming- 2:ame.  There  arc  fome  things  which  wc  much 
wonder  at,  as  they  are  reprfcnted  :  the  addrefs  for 
removing  the  chancellor  is  grounded  upon  two 
fa6ts  ;  in  the  form.er  of  which  he  was  only  con- 
cerned with  feveral  others.  The  criminal  was 
poor  and  penitent ;  and  a  noli  prof e qui  >kz.%  no  ille- 
gal thing.     As  to  ^T/;c;f 'j bufmefs,  the  chancellor's 

[;]  Create  J  lord  vlfccun:  M;Irfi^-cr:b,    by  king  (r«rj' I. 

fpcech 
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fpcech  on  that  occafion  hath  been  tranfmitted  hi» 
ther,  and  fecmcth  to  clear  him  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  pre-judging.  Another  thing  wc  wonder  at 
is,  to  find  the  commons  in  their  votes  approve 
the  fending  for  the  guards,  by  whom  a  man  was 
killed.  Such  a  thing  would,  they  fay,  look  mon- 
ftrous  in  England. 

Your  grace  feemcth  to  think  they  would  not 
break  on  money  matters  ;  but  we  are  taught 
another  opinion,  that  they  will  not  pafs  the  great 
bill  until  they  have  fatisfaition  about  the  chan- 
cellor ;  and  what  the  confequence  of  that  will  be 
I  fuppofe  you  may  guefs  from  what  you  know  by 
this  time. 

My  lord,  we  can  judge  no  otherwife  here  than 
by  the  reprefentations  made  to  us.  I  fincerely 
look  upon  your  grace  to  be  mafler  of  as  much 
wifdom  and  fagacity  as  any  perfon  I  have  known  j 
and,  from  my  particular  refpedt  to  you  and  your 
abilities,  fiiall  never  prefume  to  ccnfure  your 
proceedings,  until  I  am  fully  apprized  of  the 
matter.  Your  grace  is  looked  upon  here  as  alto- 
gether in  the  other  party,  which  I  do  not  allow 
when  it  is  faid  to  me.  I  conceive  you  to  follow 
the  didtates  of  your  reafon  and  confcience ;  and 
whoever  does  that  will,  in  public  management, 
often  differ  as  well  from  one  fide  as  another. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  take  Ireland  to  be  the  worft: 
place  to  be  in  while  the  parliament  fits ;  and  pro- 
bably I  may  think  the  fame  of  England  in  a  month 
or  two.     I  have  few  obligations  (further  than  per- 

fonal 
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fonal  friendfhip  and  civilities)  to  any  party:  I 
have  nothing  to  alk  for  but  a  little  money  to 
pay  my  debts,  which  1  doubt  they  never  will  give 
me  ;  and,  wanting  wifdom  to  judge  better,  I  fol- 
low thofe  who,  I  think,  are  moft  for  preferving 
the  church  and  ftate,  without  examining  whether 
they  do  fo  from  a  principle  of  virtue  or  of  in- 
tercft. 

LETTER      XXXV. 

Dublin^  Nov.  13,  1 7 16. 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  reafon  I  never  gave  your  grace  the  trou- 
ble of  a  letter  was,  becaufe  it  could  only 
be  a  trouble  without  either  entertainment  or  ufe ; 
for  I  am  fo  much  out  even  of  this  little  world, 
that  I  know  not  the  commoncft occurrences  in  it; 
neither  do  I  now  write  to  your  grace  upon  any 
fort  of  bufmefs,  for  I  have  nothing  to  afk  but 
your  blefTing  and  favourable  thoughts  ;  only  I 
conceived  it  ought  not  to  be  faid,  that  your  grace 
was  fcveral  months  abfent  in  England^  without 
one  letter  from  the  dean  to  pay  his  refpects.  My 
fchemes  are  all  circumfcribed  by  the  cathedral, 
and  the  liberties  about  it ;  where  nothing  of  mo- 
ment happened  fince  your  grace  left  it,  except 
the  elcdion  of  Mr.  Chamherlavi  to  St,  Nicholas, 
4  which 
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which  paflcd  quietly  while  I  was  abfent  in  th6 
country.  I  am  purchafihg  a  glebe,  by  the  help  of 
the  truftees,  for  the  vicarage  of  Laracor  ;  and  I 
had  vanity  enough  to  defire  it  might  be  exprcfted 
bv  a  claufe  in  the  deeds,  as  one  confidcration,  that 
I  had  been  inftrumental  in  procuring  the  firft  fruits; 
which  was  accordingly  inferted  ;  but  hints  were 
given  it  would  not  pafs.  The  then  bifhops  of  O/^ 
Jhry  and  Killaloe  had,  as  I  am  told,  a  fum  of  money 
for  their  labour  in  that  affair ;  who,  upon  my  ar- 
rival at  London  to  negotiate  it,  were  one  of  them 
gone  to  Bath^  and  the  other  to  Ireland:  but  it  feem- 
tth  more  reafonable  to  give  bifhops  money  for  do- 
ing nothing,  than  a  private  gentleman  thanks  for 
fucceeding  where  bifhops  have  failed.  I  am  only 
forry  1  was  not  a  bifhop,  that  I  might  at  leaft  have 
got  money.  The  tory  clergy  here  fecm  ready  for* 
converfion,  provoked  by  a  parcel  of  obfcure  zealots 
in  London^  who,  as  we  hear,  are  fetting  up  a  new 
church  of^nf/^Wbythemfelves.  By  our  intelligence, 
it  fccmeth  to  be  a  complication  of  as  much  folly, 
madnefs,  hypocrify,  and  miftake,  as  ever  was  of- 
fered to  the  world.  If  it  be  underftood  fo  on  your 
fide,  I  cannot  but  think  there  would  be  a  great  op- 
portunity of  regaining  the  body  of  the  clergy  to 
the  intereft  of  the  court  :  v/ho,  if  they  were  per- 
jfuaded  by  a  few  good  words  to  throw  off  their  fears, 
could  never  think  of  the  pretender  without  horror, 
under  whom  it  is  obvious  that  thofe  refiners  would 
have  the  greateft  credit,- and  confcqucntly  every 
thing   be  null  fincc  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 

and 
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and  more  havock  made  in  a  few  months,  than  the 
moft  defponding  among  the  tories  can  jullly  appre- 
hend from  the  prcfent  management  in  as  many 
years.  Thefe  at  Icaft  arc,  as  I  am  told,  the 
thoughts  and  rcafonings  of  the  high-church  people 
among  us  :  but  whether  a  court,  in  the  midft  of 
ftrength  and  fecurity,  will  conceive  it  worth  their 
while  to  cultivate  the  difpofitions  of  people  in  the 
duft,  is  out  of  my  reach. 

The  biftiop  of  Dromore  hath  never  been  in  town 
ftnce  he  went  to  his  diocefc,  nor  doth  he  fay  any 
thing  of  coming  up.     He  is  in  good  health. 

I  was  told  a  week  or  two  ago  a  confufed  ftory  of 
the  anatomy  le^urer  at   the  college  turned  out  by 
the  provoft  [-^j,  and  another  put  in  his  place.     I 
know  not  the  particulars  ;  but    am    afl'ured  he  is 
blamed  for  it  both  by  the  prince  and  your  grace.  I 
take  the  provoft  to  be  a  very   honeft  gentleman, 
perfeiStly  good-natured,  and  the  leaft  inclined  to 
fpeak   ill   of  others  of  almoft  any  perfon  I   have 
known.     Ke  hath  very  good   intentions  ;  but  the 
defedl  feemeth  to  be,  that  his  views  arc  fhort,  va- 
rious, and  fudden  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think,  he 
hardly  ever    maketh    ufe  of  any  other  counfcllor 
than  himfelf.     I  talked  to  him  of  thi-  matter  fmce 
it  was  done,  and  I  think  his  anfwers  fatisficd  me; 
but  I  am  an  ill  retainer  of  facts  wherein  I  have  no 
concern  :   my   humble  opinion   is,    that  it  would 
be  much  to  his  own  eafe,  and  of  theirs  who  dil- 

(  [*]  Rev.  Dr.  Piatt,  afterwards  dean  of  Dnvti, 

like 
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like  him,  if  he  were  put  into  another  ftation  ;  and 

if  vou  will  not  aft'ord  him  a  biflioprick,  that  you 

will  let  him  facceed  fome  rich  country  dean.  1  dare 

be  confident  that  the  provoft  had  no  other  end  in 

changing  that  lecturer  than  a  defign  of  improving 

anatomy  as  far  as  he  could  ;  for   he  would  never 

have  made   fuch   a  ftcp  as  chufing  the  prince  [/] 

chancellor,  but  from  a  refolution  of  keeping  as  fair 

as  he    poffibly  could  with  the   prefent  powers,  in 

regard  both  to  his  eafe  and   his  intereft ;  and  in 

hopes    of  changing  a   poft,  wherein,  to  fay    the 

truth,  he  hath  been  ufed  by  juilges  and  governors 

like  any  dog,  and  hath  fuffcred  more  by   it  in  his 

health  and   iionour   than   I,  with  his  patrimonial 

eftate,  would  think  it  were  worth.  Hcie  hath  been 

one  Whitthigham,  in  an  ordination  fermon,  calling 

the  clergy  a  thoufand  dumb  dogs,  and   treating 

eplfcopacy  as  bad  as  Boyfe  [?a/]  j  yet  no  notice  at 

all  fliall   be  taken  of  this,  unlefs  to  his  advantage 

upon  the  next  vacant  bifhoprick  j  and  wagers  are 

laid  already,  whether  he  or  one  Monk  will   be  the 

man.     But    I    forget  myfelf ;    and  therefore  fhall 

only  add,  that  I  am,  with  the  greatcft  refpecl:  and 

uuth. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mofl  dutiful 
and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

J.  S  \V  I  F  T. 

f/]  Gccrge  prince  of  jyaUr,  afterwards  king  George  II, 
[m]  An  eminent  diilbnting  teacher,  minifttr  ofW-^od-Jirect  mecting- 
houft  in  Dublin,  who  wrote  fcver;d  trudts  in  lavourof  dilfenters. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XXXVi. 

Trim,  Dec.  22,   1 716. 
My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  been  Here  (omc  days,  to  finilh  thi 
purchafe  of  a  glebe  for  my  country  piirifii.  I 
prevailed  on  a  gentleman  to  alienate  twenty  acre*; 
for  206  /.  to  be  had  from  the  truftees  of  the  fird 
fruits.  He  then  fets  me  twenty-three  acres  more 
for  999  years.  tJpon  thefe:  laft  twenty  acres,  I 
am,  by  agreement,  to  lay  out  the  faid  200/.  in 
building,  and  to  give  the  gentleman  immediately 
55/.  out  of  my  pocket,  and  to  pay  him  14/.  pir 
ann,  fof  ever,  U'hich  Is  near  the  value  6f  the 
whole  forty  acres  ;  thefe  laft  twenty  acres,  after 
I  have  built  and  improved,  1  defign  to  leave  my 
fucceflfors  [«]  J  who  will  then  have  forty  acres  of 
good  glebe,  with  houfe,  gardens,  ^c.  for  14/. 
fer  ann.  I  reckon  to  lay  out  of  my  own  money 
about  250/.  and  fo  to  be  an  humble  imitator  of 
your  grace,  loyigo  intervallo.  This  expedient  was 
a  project  of  Dr.  Raymond,  minlfler  of  this  town, 
fo  deal  with  zycw,  who  would  notleflen  his  rent- 
roll  to  fave  all  the  churches  in  Chriftendom.  Dr. 
Cj^^^///,  and  every  body  elfe,  approves  the  thing  j 
linceitisagoodbai-gain  to  the  church,  a  better  to  the 

[r]  Sec  the  author's  will,   Vol.   XII.  p.  175. 

Vol.  XIV.  M  gentle- 
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gentleman,  and  only  a  bad  one  to  myfelf ;    and  I 
hope  your  grace  will  have  the  fame  thoughts. 

Since  I  came  down  here,  I  received  the  honour 
of  a  large,  and  therefore  an  agreeable  letter,  from 
your  grace,  of  Nova/ibur  22.  1  have  reafon  to 
think,  myfelf  hardly  dealt  with  by  thofe  of  the  {idc 
in  power,  who  will  not  think  I  deferve  any  place 
in  your  good  thoughts  ;  when  they  cannot  but 
know,  that,  while  I  was  near  the  late  miniftry, 
I  was  a  common  advocate  for  thofc  they  call  the 
whigs,  to  a  degree,  that  a  certain  great  minifter 
told  me,  I  had  always  a  whig  in  my  fleeve  ;  nei- 
ther did  I  ever  fail  to  interpofe  in  any  cafe  of 
merit  or  eompaflion,  by  which  means  fcveral  per- 
Ions  in  England,  and  fomc  in  this  kingdom,  kept 
their  employments,  for  1  cannot  remember  my  lord 
Oxford  ever  refufcd  me  a  rcqucft  of  that  kind. 
And  for  the  reft,  your  grace  may  very  well  re- 
member, that  I  had  the  honour  of  corrcfponding 
with  you,  during  the  whole  period,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  confidence  :  becaufc  I  know  your  graca 
had  wiflicd  the  fame  things,  but  differed  only  in 
opinion  about  the  hands  that  fhould  effe<5l  them. 
It  was  on  account  of  this  condmSi,  that  certain 
warm  creatures  of  this  kingdom,  then  in  London^ 
and  not  unknown  to  your  grace,  had  the  affur- 
ance  to  give  me  broad  hints  that  I  was  providing 
againft  a  change ;  and  I  obferve  thofe  very  mer» 
are  now  the  moft  careful  of  all  others  to  creep  as 
far  as  they  can  out  of  harm's  way. 

J    .  The 
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The  fyflem  of   new  zealots,  which  your  grace 
cxtra6led,  mud  be  very  fuitable  to  my  principles 
^'ho  was  always  a  whig  in  politicks.     I  have  been 
told,  that,  upon  the  death  of  the  lafl:    non-juring 
bifhop,     Dodwell  and  his    followers   thought  the 
fchifm  atari  end.     My  notion  was,  that  thefe  peo- 
ple began  to  fet  up   again,  upon    defpair    of   their 
caufe  by  the    rebellion  [0]   being  brought  to  an 
end  ;  elfc  their  politicks  are,  if  pofllble,  worfe  than 
their  divinity.     Upon  the  whole,  it  is  clear,  that 
the  game  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  king  and 
his  minifters ;  and  I  am   extremely  glad   of  your 
grace's  opinion,  that  It  will  be  played  as  it  ouc^ht : 
or,  if  we  muff  fufFer  for  a  name,  however,  Thad 
rather  be  devoured  by  a  lion  than  a  rat. 

That  maxim  of  the  injuring  perfon  never  forgiv- 
ing the  perfon  injured,  is,  I  believe,  true  in  par- 
ticulars, but  not  of  communities.  I  cannot  but 
fuppofe  that  the  clergy  thought  there  were  fome 
hardfliips  and  grounds  for  fears,  otherwife  they 
muft  be  very  wicked,  or  very  mad  ;  to  fay  more, 
would  be  to  enter  into  difpute  upon  a  party  fub- 
jeil  :  a  dog  or  a  horfe  knoweth  when  he  is  kind- 
ly treated  :  and  befides,  a  wife  adminiftration  will 
endeavour  to  remove  the  vain,  as  well  as  the  real, 
fears  of  thofe  they  govern. 

I  faw  the  provoft  yefterday   in    this  neighbour- 
hood, and  had  fome  little  talk  with  him  upon  the 

[a]  The  rebellion  in  Sai:kr.df  in  the  year  17 15,  in  favour  of  the 

orctender. 
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occafion  of  the  bifhop  of  Killaloc'i  death  ;  I  be- 
lieve he  would  accept  of  the  deanry  of  Dcrrjiy  if 
Dr.  Bolton  the  dean  fhould  be  promoted  ;  but  I 
faid  nothing  of  it  to  him  ;  I  bclcive  he  hath  wrote 
to  Mr.  Molyneaux  [p].  I  find,  fince  he  cannot  be 
truftcd  with  a  biftiopriclc,  that  he  defires  to  leave 
his  ftation  with  as  good  a  grace  as  he  can ;  and  that 
it  may  not  be  thought  that  what  he  fhall  get  is 
only  to  get  rid  of  him.  I  faid  in  general,  that 
fuch  a  circumftance,  as  things  flood,  was  hardly 
worth  the  quiet  of  a  man's  whole  life ;  and  fo  we 
parted,  only  with  telling  him  I  intended  to  write 
to  your  grace,  in  anfvver  to  a  letter  I  had  from 
you. 

LETTER     XXXVn. 

London,  March  g,    1 7 16-17. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  yefterday  the  honour  of  a  letter  from 
your  grace,  wherein  you  firft  mention  Mr. 
Duncan  s  accident,  who,  as  it  falls  out,  is  quite 
recovered,  and  they  fay  is  fmce  better  of  his  a/ihma  : 
I  believe,  whenever  he  dicth,  I  (hall  be  in  fome 
difficulties,  although  I  am  wholly  indifferent  who 
may  fucceed  him,  provided  he  may  be  a  deferving 

[p]  Samu:l  MelyntavK,  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities  and  large 
property  in  Ireland,  fecrctary  ta  the  prince  of  JVales^  chancellor  of 
dxc  univcrfity  of  Duilin, 

pcrfon  J 
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pcrfon  ;  unlefs  I  might  fay,  that  my  inclinations 
are  a  litttle  turned  to  oblige  Mr.  Dapping  [^1,  on 
account  of  his  brother,  for  whom  1  have  always 
had  a  very  great  eftcem.  It  will  be  impofliblc  for 
me  to  carry  any  point  againfl  that  great  majority 
of  the  chapter,  who  arc  fure  to  oppofe  me  when- 
ever party  interferes  :  and  in  thofe  cafes  I  fliall  be 
very  ready  to  change  my  nomination,  only  chuf- 
ing  thofe  I  leaft  difliice  among  fuch  as  they  v/ill 
confcnt  to  :  wherein,  1  hope,  I  (ball  have  your 
grace's   approbation. 

About  a  week  ago,  I  wrote  to  your  grace  in 
relation  to  the  provoft  [r].  My  lord  biftiop  of 
Dromore,  Dr  Coghlll^  and  I,  were  yefterday  ufing 
our  rhetoricic  to  no  purpofc. — The  topick  he  per- 
pecually  adheres  to  is,  that  the  court  oftcrs  him  a 
dcanry,  becauie  they  look  upon  him  as  a  man 
they  cannot  trufl: ;  which,  he  fays,  afFe6leth  his 
repucation  :  that  he  profcHeth  to  be  as  true  to 
the  prefcnt  king,  as  any  perfon  in  employment : 
that  he  hath  always  flievvn  himfelf  fo  :  that  he 
was  facrififed  by  the  tories  in  the  late  reign,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difputc  in  the  C(?//r^i' and  other  m.at- 
ters  :  that  he  publicly  argues  and  appears  againft 
die  fame  party  now,  upon  all  occafions ;  and  ex- 
peclcth  as  little  favour  from  them,  if  everthey  fhould 
come  into  power,  as  any  man  now  in  employment. 
As  to  any  hints  dropped  to  him  of  any  danger  or 

[if'\   Dr.  Anthiny  Dopping,  afterwards  bifliop  of   Offnry, 
l^rj  Dr.  Frntt. 

Al  -2  uneaii- 
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uneafincfs  from  parliament  or  vifitation,  he  declar- 
eth  himfdf  perfedly  fafe  and  eafy  ;  and  if  it  mi^^ht 
not  affe<5l    the  fociety,  he  fliould  be    glad  of  fuch 
enquiries,  in  order  to  vindicate  himfelf :  that  he 
fhotild  like  the  deanry  of  Doiun  full  as  well,  and 
perhaps  better,  than    the   bifhopricl;  of   Drcmorc^ 
provided  the  deanry  was  given  him  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, and  with  fome  marlc  of  favour  and  approbati- 
on,   that  the  world  v/ould  not  think  he  was  driven 
into  it  as  a  man  whom   the  king  could  not  truft  ; 
and  if  any  fuch  method  could  be  thought  on,  he 
would  readily  accept   it  :    that  he  is  very  fcnfible 
he  fhould  be  much  happier    in  the   other  flation, 
and   much  richer,  and,   which  weighs  with   him 
more,  that  it  would  be  much  for  the    prefent   in- 
tereft  of  the  College  to  be  under  another  head  :  but 
that  the  fenfe  of  his  own  lofs  of  credit   prevails 
with  him  above  all   confiderations  j  and    that   he 
hopeth  in  fome  time  to  convince  the  world,  and  the 
court  too,  that  he  hath  been  altogether  mifrepre- 
fented. 

This  is  the  fum  of  his  rcafoning,  by  all  I  could 
gather  after  feveral  converfations  with  him,  both 
alone  and  with  fome  of  his  beft  friends,  who  all 
differ  from  him,  as  he  allows  mofl  of  his  acquaint- 
ance do.  I  am  no  judge  of  what  confequence  his 
removal  may  be  to  the  fervice  of  the  College,  or  of 
any  favours  to  be  flicwn  it.  But,  I  believe,  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  find  a  temper  in 
this  affair :  for  inffance  (I  fpcak  purely  my  own 
thoughts)  if  the  prince  would  gracioufly  pleafe  to 

fend 
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fend  a  favourable  melTagc  by  his  fecretary,  to  offer 
him  the  deanry,  in  luch  a  manner  as  might  anfwer 
the  Provoji'i  difficulty.  I  cannot  but  think  your 
grace  might  bring  fuch  a  thing  about :  but  that  I 
humbly  leave  to  your  grace. 

My  lord  bifhop  of  Dromore  received  letters  yef- 
tcrday  from  your  grace,  and  the  bifhop  of  Derr)\ 
with  an  account  of  his  fucceeding  to  Clogher,  of 
which  I  am  fure  all  parties  will  be  exceeding 
glad. 

I  wifli  your  grace  a  good  journey  to  the  Bath, 
and  a  firm  eftablifhment  of  your  health  there.  I 
am,  with  the  grcatcft  refpc«St, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 
J.  SWIFT. 

Not  knowing  but  your  grace  might  be  gone  to  the 
Butb,  I  have  mentioned  fomething  of  the  Pro- 
vo/i's  affairs,  in  a  letter  this  poft,  to  my  lord 
bifhop  of  Deny, 


M  ^  L  E  T. 
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I.  E  T  T  f  R     XXXVIir, 

^  Dublin  J  Af arch  22,  17 17. 

My  LpRD;^ 

YOUR  grace's  letter  was  a  long  time  before 
it  reached  me  ;  for  I  was  feveral  weeks  in 
the  country,  difpatching  the  affair  of  the  glebe, 
which,  however,  is  not  yet  quite  finifhed.  Your 
grace  doth  rightly  conceive  the  nature  of  my  pur- 
chafe,  and  that  I  am  likely  to  be  200  /.  poorer 
for  it  ;  only  I  fhall  endeavour  to  lute  by  degrees, 
which  is  all  I  have  for  it.  I  fhall  endeavour,  as 
much  a^  I  cgn,  to  prevpnt  the  evil  you  forefee  of 
my  fuccefibrs  negle<Sting  my  improvements,  and 
letting  them  all  go  to  ruir*.  1  ft^^  take  the  beft 
advice  I  can,  and  leave  them  to  be  fools  as  well  as 
knaves  if  they  do  fo  j  for  I  fhall  make  fo  many 
plantations  and  hedges,  that  the  land  will  let  for 
double  the  value;  and,  after  ail,  I  rnufl  leave 
fornf-thing   to  fortune. 

As  to  what  your  grace  mentions  of  a  pradice 
in  the  late  rei;i;n,  of 'en^i-a^-in  ■  people  to  come  into 
the  queen's  nieafures,  i  have  a  great  deal  to  fay -on 
that  fubjcct,  not  worth  troubling  you  with  at  preient, 
further  than  that  I  am  confident  thofe  who  pretend 

to  lav  moff  it,  arc   conicious   their    accufation  is 
-   -^  ... 

wrong  :  but  I  never  love  niyfelf  fo  little  as  when 

1  difier 
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I  differ  from  your  ^rrace  ;  nor  do  I  believe  I  ever 
fhall  do  it,  but  where  I  am  mad  r  of  the  facfl,  and 
your  grace  hath  ir  only  by  report. 

I  have  been  i ':)eaicinj  much  ro  the  provofl-  about 
thedcanryof  D^rry^  or  wh.itcver  other  emf,loy- 
mcnt,  under  a  bifliDprick,  uiav  be  dcfi^ned  him 
upon  thcfe  promotions,  i  find  Dr.  Cogbill\_s]  hath 
been  upon  the  fubjedl:  with  him,  but  he  is  abfo- 
lutely  poftive  to  talce  nothing  lefs  at  prcfjnt ;  and 
his  argument  i>s,  that  whatever  fliail  be  given  hin:^ 
now,  beneath  the  ftution  his  predeceflbrs  were 
called  to,  will  be  a  mark  of  his  lying  under  the 
difpit-afure  of  the  court,  and  that  he  is  not  to  be 
trufted  J  whereas  he  lookcth  upon  h:mrelf  to  have 
ac\ed  with  principles  as  loyal  to  the  preient  go- 
vernment, as  any  the  king  employs.  He  doth  not 
fcem  to  diflike  either  the  deanrics  of  Derry  or  Down, 
but  is  perfuaded  it  will  reflecl  upon  his  reputati- 
on ;  and,  unlcfs  it  could  be  contrived  that  he 
might  have  fume  mark  of  favour  and  approbation 
along  with  fuch  a  preferment,  I  believe  your  grace 
may  be  aiTured  he  will  not  accept  it.  1  only  re- 
peat what  he  fays  to  me,  and  what  1  believe  he 
will  adhere  to. 

For  my  own  part,  who  am  not  fo  refined,  I 
gave  my  opinion  that  he  Ihould  take  what  was  given 
him  ;  but  his    other  friends  differ   from  me,  and, 

[s]  Afar m.x  take  Cc^hlH,  LL.  D.  judge  of  the  prerogative  court, 
aftc^waj-dsa  privy  counfcllorj  a  tommuiioner  ot  ihocx^hti^ucr  and  of 
the  reitnuc. 

for 
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for  aught  I  kknow,  they  may  be  in  the  right ; 
and  if  the  court  thinketh  it  of  confequence  that 
the  prefent  provoft  fhould  be  removed,  I  am  not 
Ture  but  a  way  may  be  found  out  of  faving  his 
credit,  which  is  all  he  feemeth  to  require  j  al- 
though 1  am  confident,  that,  if  he  were  a  biftiop, 
the  government  might  be  very  fecure  of  him, 
fince  he  feemeth  wholly  fallen  out  with  the  torlesy 
and  the  t&ries  Jwith  him  j  and  I  do  not  know  any 
man,  who,  in  common  converfation,  talketh  with 
more  zeal  for  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  and  a- 
g;ainft  all  oppofcrs  of  it,  than  he.  The  only  thing 
be  dcfireth  at  prefent  in  his  difcourfmg  with  me  is. 
That  no  propofal  of  a  dcanry  fliould  be  made  at 
all  to  him,  but  that  he  may  go  on  as  he  is  until 
further  judgment  fhall  be  made  of  him  by  his  fu- 
ture conduct. 

1  thought  it  proper  to  fay  thus  much  to  your 
grace,  becaufe  1  did  not  know  whether  you  and 
be  pel  fc(^tly  underftood  each  other. 

I  hear  your  grace  intends  this  fpring  for  the  Bath, 
I  fliall  pray,  for  the  good  of  the  church,  that  you 
may  then  cftablifli  your  health.  I  am,  with  the 
grcatefl  refpecSt, 

Your  Grace's  mofl  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 


Amons: 
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Among  other  things,  the  provofl  argued,  that  Dr. 
Fojier  was  promoted  to  a  bifhoprick  from  being 
a  fellow  ;  and  therefore  he  mud  conclude,  that 
offering  him  a  lefs  preferment  is  a  mark  of  dil- 
pleafure  j  with  which  circumftancc  he  Is  deter- 
mined not  to  leave  his  prefent  ftation. 

LETTER    XXXIX. 

Magherlyn,  May  i,   I;!;* 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  grace's   letter   of    March   23d  was 
brought   to  me    at  Trlm^  where  I  went  a 
month  ago  to  finifh  my  leafe  and  purchafe  for  my 
country   parifh.     In    fome  days  after,   I  met  my 
lord  biftiop  of  Clogher   at  Drogheda^  by  appoint- 
ment ;   we  went  together    to    Clogher^  where    he 
was  enthroned,  and  after  three  days  came  to  this 
place,  where  his    lorfl&ip   is  fettling  every   thing 
againfl:  the  coming  of  the  new  bifhop,  who  is  cx- 
peded  here    next  week.      My   great  bufinefs  at 
Clogher  was  to  feduce  his  lordfhip  to  lay  out  iccol- 
in  a  new  houfe,  and  for  that  end  we  rode  about  to 
find  afituation.     I  know  not  whether  I  fhall  pre- 
vail ;  for  he  hath  a  hankering  after  making  additi- 
ons to  the  old  one,    which  I  will  never  confent  to, 
and  had  rather  he  would  leave    all  to   the  genero- 
Cry  of  a  fucccflbr.     My  notion  is,    that  when  a 

biftiop 
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bifhop  with  good  difpofitions  happens  to  arife,  it 
Ihould  be  every  man's  bufmefs  to  cultivate  them. 
It  is  no  ill  age  that  produceth  two  fuch  j  and 
therefore,  if  1  had  credit  with  your  grace  and  his 
lordftiip,  it  fliould  be  all  employed  in  pufhing  you 
both  upon  works  of  public  good,  without  the  leaft 
mercy  to  your  pains  or  your  purfcs.  An  expert 
trade I'man  makes  a  few  of  his  bell  cuftomcrs  an- 
fwer  not  only  for  thofe  v/hom  he  gets  little  or  no- 
thing by,  but  for  all  who  die  in  his  debt. 

1  will  fuppofc  your  grace  hath  heard  of  Mr. 
t)uncafi*s  death.  I  am  furc  1  have  heard  enoujrh  of 
it,  by  a  great  incrcafc  of  difintereftcd  correfpon- 
Jcnis  ever  fince.  It  is  well  I  am  at  free  colt  for 
board  and  lodging,  plfe  poftage  would  have  un- 
done me.  I  have  returned  no  anfwcr  to  any  j  and 
ihall  be  glad  to  proceed  with  your  grace's  .ipproba- 
tion,  which  is  Icfo  a  compliment,  bccaufe  I  be- 
lieve my  cliapter  are  pf  opinion  1  can  nardly  pro- 
ceed without  it.  I  defire  only  two  things  ;  firft, 
that  thofe  who  call  themfelves  my  fricnJj  may  have 
no  reafon  to  reproach  me  ;  and  the  fecond,  that, 
in  the  courfc  of  this  matter,  I  may  have  foniethmg 
to  difpofeof  to  fome  one  I  wifh  wcli  to. 

Some  weeks  before  Mr.  Duncan  s  death,  his 
brother-in-law  Mr.  Lawfon-,  miaifter  of  Qj'urim, 
went  for  England^  by  Mr.  Duncans  confcnt,  to 
apply  for  an  aJjoiuiiig  living,  called  Kilinorey  in 
Duncan  J  poficiTion,  and  now  in  the  crov/n  by 
hii  death.     I  knov/  not  his  fuccefs  ;    but  hearti- 
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ly  wifti,  if  it  be  intended  for  him,  that  the  mat- 
ter might  take  another  turn  :  that  Mr.  JVarren^ 
who  is  landlord  of  Galtrim^  might  have  that  liv- 
ing, and  A7/OT^r<r  adjoining,  both  not  150/.  and 
Mr.  Lavjfon  to  go  down  to  Mr.  IVarreris  living, 
in  Clogher  dioccfe,  worth  above  200/.  But  this  is 
all  at  random,  becaufe  1  know  not  whether  K'll- 
more  may  not  be  already  difpofed  of,  for  I  heard 
it  is  in  your  grace's  turn. 

I  heard  lately  from  the  provofl-,  who  talked  of 
being  in  the  North  in  a  month  ;  but  our  Dublin 
account  is,  that  they  know  not  when  the  deanry 
is  to  be  given  him.  1  do  not  find  any  great  joy 
in  either  party,  on  account  of  the  pcrfon  [i]  who, 
it  is  fuppofcd,  will  fucceed  him.  The  wrong 
cuftom  of  making  that  pofl  the  next  ftep  to  a 
bifhoprick  hath  been,  as  your  grace  Tiys,  of  ill 
confcquence ;  and  altho',  as  you  add,  it  gives 
them  no  rank,  yet  they  think  fit  to  rake  it,  and 
make  no  fcruple  of  preceding,  on  all  occafion"?, 
the  beft  private  clergyman  i(^  the  kingdom,  which 
is  a  trifle  0/  great  confcqucfice  when  a  man's  head 
is  pofTcfTed  with  it. 

I   pray  God  prefervc    your  grace,  for  the  good 

of    the    church    and   -tlie     learned  world  ;     and 

'  for  the  happinefs  of  thofe    whom  you   are    pleaf- 

ed  to   honour  with^our    friendship,    favour,   or 

[fj  Dr,  R'uhiird  BaMiviTiy  who  died  in  5<'/forir-,    1759. 

protection. 
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protection.  I  beg  your  grace's  blefling;  and  remain, 
with  the  grcatclt  truth  and  rcl'pccl, 

My  Lord, 

Vour  Giace's  mofi:  dutiful 
and  nioft  humble  fcrvant, 

J.  S  VV  I  F  T. 

L  E  T  T  £  R      XL. 
Galljhwn^  near  Klnr.egady  Sept.  28,   lyiQ' 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  D  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of 
the  firft  inftant  ;  and,  although  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  be  ihclalt  writer  in  correfponding  with 
your  grace,  yet  I  know  you  are  fo  puniStual,  that 
if  I  (hould  write  fooncr,  it  would  only  be  the  oc- 
cafion  of  giving  you  a  new  trouble  before  it  ought 
in  confciciire  to  be  put  upon  you.  Bcfides,  I  was 
in  pain  that  your  letter  of  Sept.  i,  was  iiot  the  firft 
you  had  writ,  becaufe,  about  ten  days  after,  a 
friend  fcnt  me  word,  that  vour  grace  faid  you  had 
writ  to  me  fix  weeks  before,  and  had  no  anfwer  j 
whereas  I  can  afPure  your  grace  that  I  received  but 
one  from  you  ;  nor  had  I  reafon  to  cxpe£l  it,  hav- 
ing 
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ln<f  not  (lone  myft-lf  the  honour  to  write  to  you  be- 
fore. I  will  tell  you  the  fecret  of  dating  my  letter: 
I  was  in  fear  left  the  pod  fhould  be  gone,  and  (b 
left  a  blank,  and  wikly  huddled  it  up  without 
thinking  of  the  date  ;  but  we  country  gentlemen 
are  frequently  guilty  of  greater  blurrders  ;  and 
in  that  article  I  grow  more  perfect  every  da}-. 

I  believe  you  ferioufly,  that  you  will  take  cart 
of  vour  health,  to  prevent  a  fucceflbr  :  that  is  to 
fav,  1  believe  you  tell  truth  injeft;  for  I  know  it 
is  not  the  value  of  life  that  makes  you  defire  to 
live,  and  am  afraid  the  world  is  much  of  your 
mind ;  for  it  is  out  of  regard  to  the  publick  or  fome 
of  themfelves,  more  than  upon  your  own  account, 
that  thev  wifh  your  continuance  amonsft  us. 

It  feems  you  are  a  greater  favourite  of  the  lieu- 
tenant's [/]  than  you  care  to  own ;  for  we  heaf 
that  he  killed  but  two  bucks,  and  fent  you  a  pre- 
fent  of  one. 

I  hear  you  are  like  to  be  the  fole  oppofer  of 
the  Bank  [«]:  and  you  will  certainly  mifcarry, 
becaufe  it  would  prove  a  moft  perfidious  thing. 
Bankrupts  arc  always  for  fetting  up  banks  :  how 
then  can  you  think  a  bank  will  fail  of  a  majority  in 
both  houfes  ? 

You  are  very  perverfe,  my  lord,  in  mifintcr- 
prcting  the  ladies  favour,  as  if  you  muft  die  to 

[r]   CharUi  dukt  of  Graftor.. 

[i<J    A:    this   tims  there  was  a  fcheme    for   a    national    Ban]c, 
*bi;h  was  rejected  by  pariiament. 

obtain 
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obtain  it  ;  I  afTure  you  it  is  diredtly  contrary; 
and,  if  you  die,  you  will  lofe  their  favour  for 
ever  :  I  am  commanded  to  tell  you  fo  ;  and  there- 
fore, at  the  peril  of  your  life  and  of  their  good  gra- 
ces, look  to  your  health. 

I  hear  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  [a-],  defpairin^  of 
doins;  any  good  with  you,  hath  taken  up  with 
Hereford.  1  am  a  plain  man,  and  would  be  glad  at 
any  time  to  fee  fifty  fuch  bifhops  hanged,  if  I  could 
thereby  have  faved  the  life  of  his  predeceflbr,  for 
whom  1  had  a  great  efteem  and  friend(hip.  I  do  not 
much  approve  the  compliments  made  you  by  com- 
parifons  drawn  from  good  and  bad  emperors,  becaufe 
the  inference  falls  fhort  on  both  fides.  If  Julian 
had  immediately  fucceeded  Conjlantme^  it  would 
have  been  more  to  the  purpofe.  Sir  'Jamei  of  the 
Peak  faid  to  Bouchier^  the  gamefter,  "  Sirrah,  I 
**  fhall  look  better  than  you,  when  I  have  been  a 
**  month  in  my  grave."  A  great  man  \n  England 
was  blaming  me  for  defpifing  fomebody  or  other ; 
I  afTured  him  .  did  not  at  all  defpife  the  man  he 
mentioned  ;  that  i  was  not  fo  liberal  of  my  con- 
tempt ;  nor  would  beftow  it  where  there  was  not 
fomc  degree  of  merit.  Upon  this  principle,  I 
can  fee  no  proper  ground  of  oppofition  between 
your  grace  and  that  wretch  of  Bangor,  1  have 
read  indeed,  that  a  dog  was  once  made  king  of 
Norway^  but  I   forget  who  was   his    predecciTor  j 

[*]  Dr.  Benjamin  HiaeUty. 

ani 
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and  therefore  am  at  a  lofs    for   the  other  p9rt  of 
the  comparifon. 

I  am  afraid  the  clattef  of  ladies  tonirucs  is  no  ve- 
ry  good  cure  for  a  giddinefs  in  the  head.  When 
yoiir  grace  (as  you  fay)  was  young,  as  I  am  not, 
the  ladles  were  better  company,  or  you  more  ea-  ' 
fily  pleafcd.  I  am  perpetually  reproaching  them  for 
their  ignorance,  affectation,  impertinence  (but  my 
paper  will  not  hold  all  [y]);  except  lady  Betty 
Rochfort,  your  old  acquaintance. 

I  own,  my  head  and  your  grace's  feet  would  be 
ill  joined  ;  but  give  me  your  head  and  take  my 
feet,  and  match  us  in  the  kingdom  if  you  can. 

My  lord,  I  row  after  health  like  a  waterman, 
and  ride  after  it  like  a  poft-boy,  and  find  fome  little 
fuccefs  j  but  fiiheunt  morbi,  trijiifque  fene5lus,  I 
have  a  receipt  to  which  you  are  a  ftranger  ;  my 
lord  Oicford  and  Mr.  Prior  ufed  to  join  with  me  in 
taking  it ;  to  whom  I  often  faid,  when  we  were  two 
hours  diverting  ourfelvesv.'ith  trifles,  vive la  bagatelle, 
1  am  fo  deep  among  the  v/orkmen  at  Mr.  Rochfori's 
canals  and  lakes,  fo  dextrous  at  the  oar,  fuch  an 
alderman  after  the  hare 

I  am  juft  now  told  from  fome  news-papers, 
that  one  of  the  king's  enemies,  and  my  excellent 
friend,  Mr.  Prior^  is  dead  ;  I  pray  God  deliver  me 
from  any  fuch  trials.  I  am  neither  old  nor  philo- 
fopher   enough  to  be  indifferent  at  fo  great  a  lofs  ; 

\y\- QuoE  plurima  mcnti 

Fotmineas  natura  dsdit, 

Vol,  XIV.  N  and 
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and  therefore  I  abruptly  conclude,  but  with  the 
greatcft  rcfpcdl, 

^'ly  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mofl  dutiful 

and  obedient  fervant, 

T.  SWIFT, 

L  L  T  T  E  R    XLL 
Mv  Lord, 

MR.  Chctwood  [z]  intends  to  deliver  in  a  pe- 
tition to  the  go\  ernment  to  day,  and  en- 
treated me  to  fpeak  to  your  grace  before  he  deliver- 
ed it ;  which  not  having  an  opportunity  to  do,  I 
make  bold  to  inclofc  this  letter,  which  your  grac« 
may  pleafe  to  read  ;  and  is  the  fubftancc  of  what 
he  defired  mc  to  fay.  I  am,  with  the  grcateft 
refpet^. 

My  Lord, 

Your   Grace's  moft  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 
Deanry-hoiife^ 
fcb.  22„  1722-3.  J  SWIFT. 

[z]  Krighfy  G/etu'ocd,  EAj;  vho  had  very  gfod  prcrcnf:ojJS  ♦o  an 
Eng/ijh  peerage  j  f»r  which  he  prtTcntcd  fcvcral  rncmoriiJf  j  but  to  no 
/urpofe.  / 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XLII. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  grace  will  have  received,  before  this 
comes  to  your  hands,  an  account  of  the 
primate's  death  [^ J,  who  died  yefterday  at  twelve 
a'clock  at  noon.  He  had  left  off  fpitting  for  about 
ten  days  before  ;  and  the  want  of  that  is  thought 
to  have  been  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death,  al- 
tliough  he  eat  heartily  until  the  two  laft  days.  He 
had  left  the  bifliop  of  Kildare  [i*],  and  his  fteward 
Mr.  Morgan^  his  executors,  who  were  both  out 
of  town  ;  but  I  fuppofe  are  fent  for.  Some  who 
formerly  belonged  to  him  think  he  has  left  40,000/. 
others  report  he  died  poor. 

The  vogue  is,  that  your  grace  will  fuccced  him, 
if  you  plcafe ;  but  1  am  too  great  a  ftranger  to 
your  prefent  fituation  at  court  to  know  what  to 
judge.  But,  if  there  were  virtue  enough,  I  could 
wifh  your  grace  would  accept  the  oft'er,  if  it  fhould 
be  made  you.  Becaufe  I  would  have  your  name 
left  to  pofterlty  among  the  primates  ;  and  becaufe 
entering  into  a  new  ftation  is  entering,  after  a  fort, 
on  a  new  leafe  of  life  ;  and  becaufe  it  might  be 
be  hoped,  that  your  grace  would  be   advifed  with 

[«]  Dr.  Lindj'ay^   who  Was  fuccccded  by  Dr.  Bivher,  bifliop  cf 
trifiol. 

lb]  Dr.  EUit, 

N  a  jibout 
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about  a  fucccflbr  ;  and  becaufe  that  diocefe  would 
require  your  grace's  ability  and  fpirit  to  reform  it  j 

and  becaufe but  I  fhould  never  be  at  an  end  if 

I  were  to  number  up  the  reafons  why  I  would  have 
your  grace  in  the  higheft  ftations  the  crown  can 
give  you. 

I  found  all  the  papers  in  the  cabinet  relating  to- 
Dr.  Stephen  s  hofpital,  and  therefore  I  brought 
them  home  to  the  deanry.  I  opened  the  cabinet  in 
the  prefence  of  Mr.  Boucher cau  [i-],  and  hvf  one 
paper,  which  proved  a  bank  note  for  500  A  The 
grcatncfs  of  the  fum  ftartled  me,  but  I  found  it  be- 
longed to  the  fame  hofpital ;  I  was  in  pain,  be- 
cauje  workmen  were  in  the  room  and  about  the 
houfe.  I  therefore  went  this  morning  to  St.  5^- 
pulchcr's  ;  and,  in  the  prefence  of  Mrs.  Green  [<5?], 
I  took  away  the  note,  and  have  fecured  it  in  my 
cabinet,  leaving  her  my  receipt  for  it,  and  am  very- 
proud  to  find  that  a  fcrip  under  my  hand  will  pafs 
for  500  /.  I  wifh  your  grace  a  good  journey  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  your  health  j  and  am,  with 
the  greateft  refpeft. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  mofl  dutiful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 
Dublin, 

'Julyi^,  1724.  JON.  SWIFT. 

[c]  A  French  clergyman, 

C'^The  archbiftiop's  houfc-kocper, 
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"  2  Kings  viii.  Part  of  the  13th  Verfe. 

And  Hazael  fald.  But  what^    is  thy  fervant   a  dog, 
that  he  Jhould  do  this  great  thing  ? 

WE  have  a  very  fignal  inflance  of  the  deccit- 
fuhicfs  of  the  heart,  rcprefented  to  us  inf 
the  perfon  of  Hazael ;  who  was  fent  to  the  pro- 
phet Elipay  to  enquire  of  the  Lord,  concerning 
his  mafter  the  king  of  Syria's  recovery.  For  the 
man  of  God,  having  told  him  that  the  king  might 
recover  from  the  diforder  he  was  then  labouring 
under,  began  to  fet  and  faften  his  countenance  up- 
on him  of  a  fuddcn,  and  to  break  out  into  the 
moft  violent  exprcfTions  of  forrow,  and  a  deep  con- 
cern for  it  ;  whereupon,  when  Hazael^  full  of 
(hame  and  confufion,  aflccd,  J^hy  weepeth  my  Lord? 
he  anfwered,  Becaufe  I  know  all  the  evil  that  thou 
wilt  do  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  their  jlrong  holds 

N  3  w*''^ 
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wilt  thou  fet  on  fire y  and  their  young  men  wih  thou 
fay  with  the /word,  and  wilt  dajh  their  children^  and 
rip  up  their  women  with  child.  Thus  much  did  the 
man  of  God  fay  and  know  of  him,  by  a  light 
darted  into  his  mind  from  heaven.  But  Haxael^  riQt 
knowing  himfclf  fo  well  as  the  other  did,  was 
flartled  and  amazed  at  the  relation,  and  would  not 
believe  it  pofTible,  that  a  man  of  his  temper  could 
ever  run  out  into  fuch  enormous  inftances  of  cru- 
elty and  inhumanity.  JVhat^  fays  he,  w  thy  fer- 
^'ant  a  djg,  that  he  Jhould  do  this  great  thing  ?    '  ^ 

And  yet,  for  all  this,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
he  was  then  that  man,  he  could  not  imagine  him- 
felf  to  be  ;  for  we  find  him,  on  the  very  next 
<3ay  after  his  return,  in  a  very  treacherous  and  dif- 
Joyal  manner,  murdering  his  own  mafter,  and 
ufurping  his  kingdom  ;  which  was  but  a  prologue 
to  the  fad  tragedy  which  he  afterwards  acted  upon 
the  people  of  IJrael, 

And  now  the  cafe  is  but  very  little  better  with 
moft  men,  than  it  was  with  Hazael ;  however  it 
Cometh  to  pafs,  they  are  wonderfully  unacquaint- 
ed witb  their  own  temper  and  difpofition,  and 
know  very  little  of  what  pafTeth  within  them  : 
for,  of  fo  many  proud,  ambitious,  revengeful, 
envying,  and  ill-natured  pcrfons  that  are  in  the 
world,  where  there  is  one  of  them,  who,  although 
he  hath  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  vice  appearing 
vpon  every  occafion,  can  look  with  fuch  an  impar- 
tial eye  upon  himfelf,  as  to  believe  that  the  imputa- 
tio/i.  t|i:own  upon  him  is  liot  altogether  groundlefs 

and 
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and  unfair  ?  who,  if  he  were  told,   by  men  of  a 
difcerning  fpirit  and  a  ftrong  conjcifture,  of  all  the 
evil  and  abfurd  thinG:s  which  that  falfe  heart  of  his 
woufld  atone  time  or  other  betray  him  into,  would 
notbcjicvc  as  little,  and  wonder  as  much,  as  Ha- 
zacl  did  before  him  ?  Thus  forinftancci  tell    an 
angry  perfon,  that  he  is  wealc   and  impotent,  and 
of  no  coniiftcncy  of  mind  ;   tell  him,  that  fuch  or 
fuch  a  little  accident,  which  he  may  then   defpife 
and  think  much    below  a   paflion,  {hall  hereafter 
make  him  fay  and  do   fcveral    abfurd,    indifcreet, 
and  mifbecoming  things  :    he    may   perhaps   own 
that    he   hath  a  fpirit  of  refentment  within  him, 
that  will  not  let   him  be  impofed  on  ;  but  he  fond- 
ly imagines,  that  he  can  lay  a  becoming  reftraint 
upon  it  when  he  plcafeth,   although  it  is  ever  run- 
ning away  with  him  into  fome  indecency  or  other. 
Therefore,   to    bring  the  words  of  my  text  to 
our  prcfent  occafion,  I  (hall  endeavour,  in  a  fur- 
ther profccutlon  of  them,  to  evince  the  great  nc- 
ceffity  of  a  nice  and  curious  infpeclion  into  the  fc- 
veral rccefles  of  the  heart,  being  the  furcft  and  the 
ihorteft  method  that  a  wicked  man  can  take  to  re- 
form himfelf  :    for  let  us  but  flop  the  fountain,  and 
the  flreams   will  fpend  and  wafte  themfclvcs  away 
in  a  very  little  time  ;  but,  if  we    go   about,  lik« 
children,   toraifc  a  bank,  and  to  ftop  the  current, 
not  taking  notice  all  the  while  of  the  fpring  which 
continually  feedeth   it,    when    the  next  flood   of 
temptation  rifeth  and  breakcth  in  upon  it,  then  we 
ifesJl  find  that  wc  have  begun  at  the  wrong  end  of 

N  ^  ouf 
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our  duty  j    and  that  we  are  very   little    more  the 
better  for  it,  than  if  we  had  fat  ftill,   and  made 
no  advances  at  all. 

But,  in  order  to  a  clearer  explanation  of  the 
point,  I  fhall  fpeak  to  thefe  following  parti- 
culars, 

FirJI^  By  endeavouring  to  prove,  from  particular 
injlances,  that  man  is  generally  the  moft  ignor- 
ant creature  in  the  world  of  himfelf. 

Secojidly,  By  enquiring  into  the  grounds  and  reafont 
of  his  ignorance. 

Thirdly^  and  Laftly,  By  propofing  feveral  ad- 
vantages, that  do  ?nofl  ajfuredly  attend  a  due 
improvement  in  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves. 

F/r/?,  then.  To  prove  that  man  is  generally 
the  mofi:  ignorant  creature  in  the  world  of  him- 
felf. 

To  purfue  the  heart  of  man  through  all  the 
inftances  of  life,  in  all  its  feveral  windings  and 
turnings,  and  under  that  infinite  variety  of  iliapes 
and  appearances  which  itputteth  on,  would  be  a 
difficult  and  almoft  impofTible  undertaking  j  fo  that 
I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  as  have  a  nearer  re- 
ference to  the  prefent  occafion,  and  do,  upon  a 
clofer  view,  fhcw  themfclves  through  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  repentance.  For  we  all  know  what  it 
is  to  repent ;  but  whether  he  r°pcnteth  him  truly 
of  his  Cns  or  not,  who  can  know  it? 

Now 
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Now  the  great  duty  of  repentance  is  chiefly  made 
up  of  thefe  two  parts,  a  hearty  forrow  for  the 
follies  and  mifcarriages  of  the  time  paft,  and  a  full 
purpofe  and  rcfolutlon  of  amendment  for  the  time 
to  come.  And  now,  to  fhew  the  falfenefs  of  the 
heart  in  both  thefe  parts  of  repentance  :    And, 

/"Vr/?,  As  to  a  hearty  forrow  for  the  fins  and 
mifcarriages  of  the  time  paft.  Is  there  a  more  ufual 
thing  than  for  a  man  to  impofe  upon  himfclf,  by 
putting  on  a  grave  and  demure  countenance,  by 
carting  a  fevere  look  into  his  paft  conduct,  and 
making  fome  few  \noxis  and  devout  reflexions  upon 
it;  and  then  to  believe  that  he  hath  repented  to  an 
excellent  purpofe,  without  ever  letting  it  ftep  forth 
into  pracfbice,  and  fliew  itfelf  in  a  holy  converfa- 
tion  ?  Nay,  fome  perfons  do  carry  the  deceit  a 
little  higher  ;  who,  if  they  can  but  bring  them- 
felves  to  weep  for  their  fins,  are  then  full  of  an 
ill-grounded  confidence  and  fecurlty  j  never  confi- 
dering,  that  all  this  may  prove  to  be  no  more  than 
the  very  garb  and  outward  drefs  of  a  contrite  heart, 
which  another  heart,  as  hard  as  the  nether  mill- 
ftone,  may  as  well  put  on.  For  tears  and  fighs, 
however  in  fome  perfons  they  may  be  decent  and 
commendable  exprcflions  of  a  godly  forrow,  are 
neither  necefiliry  nor  infallible  figns  of  a  true  and 
unfeigned  repentance.  Not  necefiary,  bccaufe 
fometimes,  and  in  fome  perfons,  the  inward  grief 
ahd  anguifh  of  the  mind  may  be  too  big  to  be  ex- 
prefled  by  fo  little  a  thing  as  a  tear,  and  then  it 
turnetb  its  edge  inv/ards  upon  the  mind  ;  and,  like 

thofe 
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thofe  wounds  of  the  body  which  bleed  inwardly, 
generally  proves  the  moft  fatal  and  dano^erous  to 
the  whole  body  of  fm  :  Not  infallible,  becaufe  a 
very  fniall  portion  of  forrow  may  make  fome  tci)- 
<!er  difpofitlons  melt,  and  breakout  into  tears  ;  or 
a  man  may  perhaps  weep  at  parting  with  his  fins, 
as  he  would  bid  the  laft  farewell  to  an  old  friend. 

But  there  is  ftill  a  more  plcafant  cheat  in  this 
affair,  that  when  we  find  a  deadnefs,  and  a  ftranfre 
kind  of  unaptnefs  and  indifpofition  to  all  imprefli- 
ons  of  religion,  and  that  we  cannot  be  as  truly 
forry  for  our  fins  as  v/e  fhould  be,  we  then  pretend 
to  be  forry  that  we  are  not  more  forry  for  them  ; 
which  is  not  more  abfurd  and  irrational,  than  that 
a  man  fhould  pretend  to  be  very  angry  at  a  thing, 
becaufe  he  did  not  know  how  to  be  angry  at  all. 

But,  after  all,  what  is  wanting  in  this  part  of 
repentance,  wc  expcdl  to  make  up  in  the  next ; 
and  to  that  purpofe  we  put  on  a  refolution  of 
amendment,  which  we  take  to  be  as  fij-m  as  a 
houfc  built  upon  a  rock ;  fo  that,  let  the  floods 
arife,  and  the  winds  blow,  and  the  ftreams  beat 
vehemently  upon  it,  nothing  fhall  fhake  it  into 
rtiin  or  diforder.  We  doubt  not,  upon  the  ftrengtH 
of  this  refolvc,  to  ftand  faft  and  unmoved  amidft 
the  ftorm  of  a  temptation  ;  and  do  firmly  believe, 
at  the  time  we  make  it,  that  nothing  in  the  world 
v/ill  ever  be  able  to  make  us  commit  thofe  fins 
over   again,    which  wc   have  fo   firmly  refolvcd 


ani'iinft. 
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Thus  many  a  tiniQ  haye  we  come  to  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  a  full  piirpofc  of 
amendment,  and  with  as  full  a  perfuafion  of  put- 
tin"-  that  fame  purpofc  into  practice  ;  and  }r.t  have 
we  not  all  as  often  broke  that  purpofc,  and  fallificd 
that  fame  perfuafion,  by  darting  afide,  like  a 
broken  bow,  into  thofe  very  fins,  which  we  then 
fo  folcmnly  and  fo  confidently  declared  againfl:  ? 

Whereas  had  but  any  other  pcrfon  entered  with 
us  into  a  vow  fo  folemn,  that  he  had  taken  the 
Holy  Sacrament  upon  it ;  I  believe,  had  he  but 
once  deceived  us  by  breaking  in  upon  the  vow, 
we  (hould  hardly  ever  after  be  prevailed  upon  to 
truft  that  man  again,  although  we  ftill  continue  to 
trufi:  our  own  fears,  againft  rcafon  and  againft  ex- 
perience. 

This  indeed  is  a  dangerous  deceit  enough,  and 
will  of  courfe  betray  all  thofe  well-meaning  perfons 
into  fin  and  folly,  who  are  apt  to  take  religion  for 
a  much  eafier  thing  than  it  is  :  but  this  is  not  the 
only  miftake  we  are  apt  to  run  into  ;  we  do  not 
only  think  fometimcs  that  we  can  do  more  than  we 
can  do,  but  fometimcs  that  we  are  incapable  of 
dointy  lefs  :  an  error  of  another  kind  indeed,  but 
npt  lefs  dangerous,  arifing  from  a  diffidence  and 
falfe  humility.  For  how  much  a  wicked  man  can 
do  in  the  bufincfs  of  religion,  if  he  would  but  do 
bis  beft,  is  very  often  more  than  he  can  tell. 

Thus  npthing  is  more  common  than  to  fee  a 
wicked  man  running  headlong  into  fin  and  folly, 
;j^ainfi  his  rcafon,  againft  his  religion,  and  againil 
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his  God.     Tell  him,    that  what  he  is  roino-  to  do 
will  be  an  infinite  difparagement  to  his  underftand- 
ing,  which,  at  another  time,  he  fctteth  no  fmall 
value  upon  ;  tell  him,    that  it  will  blacken  his  re- 
putation, which  he  had  rather  die  for  than  lofe ; 
tell  him,  that  the  pleafure  of  fin  is  fliort  and  tran- 
ficnt,    and  leaveth  a  vexatious  kind  of  fting  behind 
it,  which   will  very  hardly  be  drawn   forth  ;  tell 
him,  that   this  is  one  of  thofe  things  for  which 
God   will    moil:   furely  bring  him  to  judgement, 
which  he  prctendeth   to   believe  with  a  full  afiur- 
ance  and    pcrfuafion  :  and    yet,    for  all  this,    he 
fhutteth  his  eyes  againft  all  convidion,    and  rufli- 
eth  into  the  fin,  like  a  horfe  into  battle;  as  if  he 
had  nothing  left  to  do,  but,  like  a  filly  child,  to 
wink  hard,  and  to  think  to  efcape  a  certain  and 
infinite  mifchief,  only  by  endeavouring  not  to  fee  it. 
And  now,  to  {hew  that  the  heart  hath  given  in 
a  falfe   report  of  the   temptation,  we   may   learn 
from  this,  that   the  fame  weak  man  would   refilt 
and  mafler  the   fame   powerful  temptation,   upon 
confiderations   of  infinitely  lefs   value  than   thofe 
which   religion  ofFereth  ;  nny,  fuch  vile  confide- 
rations, that  the   grace  of   God   cannot  without? 
blaf[»hemy    be  fuppofed    to    add    any  manner    of 
force  and  efficacy  to  them.     Thus,    for   inftance, 
it  would  be  an   hard  matter  to  drefs  up  a  fin   in 
fuch  foft  and  tempting  circumftances,  that  a  truly 
covetous  man  wouM   not    refift  for  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  ;  when  neither  the  hopes  of  heaven, 
nor  the  fears  of  hell,   could   make  an  imprefr:on- 

upon 
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upon  him  before.  But  can  any  thing  be  a  furer 
indication  of  the  deceit fulnefs  of  the  heart,  than 
thus  to  Ihcw  more  courage,  refolution,  and  adivi- 
♦y,  in  an  ill  caufe,  than  it  doth  in  a  good  one  ? 
and  to  exert  itfelf  to  better  purpofe,  when  it  is  to 
fcrve  its  own  pride,  or  luft,  or  revenge,  or  any 
other  paffion,  than  when  it  is  to  ferve  God  upon 
motives  of  the  gofpcl,  and  upon  all  the  arguments 
that  have  ever  been  made  vi(Q  of  to  bring  men  over 
to  religion  and  a  good  life  ?  And  thus,  having 
Ihewn  that  man  is  wonderfully  apt  to  deceive 
and  impofe  upon  himfelf,  in  paffing  through  the 
feveral  ftages  of  that  great  duty,  repentance  j  I 
proceed  now,   in  the 

Second  place.  To  enquire  into  the  grounds  and 

reafons    of  this   ignorance,  and  to  Jhew  whence   it 

cometh    to  pafs  that    ?nan,    the  only    creature    in  the 

world  that  can   rejiedt  and  look  into  hi?nfclf,  Jhould 

know  fo  little  of  what  paffeth  within  him,  and  he  fa 

very  much  unacquainted  even  with  the  Jlanding  difpo^ 

fitiom  and  complexion  of  his  oivn  heart.     The  prime 

reafon  of  it  is,  becaufe  we  fo  very  feldom  converfe 

with  ourfelves,  and   take  fo  little  notice  of  what 

pafTeth  within  us  :  for  a  man  can  no  more  know 

his  own  heart  than  he  can  know  his  own  face, 

any  other  way  than  by  reflexion  :  he  may  as  well 

tell  over  every  feature  of  the  fmaller  portions  of  hi* 

face  without  the  help  of  a  looking-glafs,  as   he 

can  tell  all  the  inward  bents  and  tendencies  of  the 

foul,  thofe  (landing  features  and  lineaments  of  the 

inward  man,  and   know  all  the  va^ous  changes 

that 
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that  this  is  liable  to  from  cuftom,  from  pafTion,  and 
from  opinion,  without  a  very  frequent  ufe  of  look- 
ing within  himfelf. 

For  our  paffions  and  inclinations  are  not  always 
upon  the  wing,  and  always  rhbving  towards  their 
rcfpeclive  objects ;  but  retire  how  and  then  into 
the  more  dark  and  hidden  recefles  of  the  heart, 
where  they  lay  concealed  for  a  while,  until  a  frefh 
occafion  calls  them  forth  again  :  fo  that  not  every 
tranfient,  oblique,  glance  upon  the  mind  can  bring 
a  man  into  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  ftrengths 
and  weaknefTes  ;  for  a  man  may  fomctimes  turn 
the  eye  of  the  mind  inward  upon  ilfelf,  as  he  may 
behold  his  natural  face  in  a  glafs,  and  go  away, 
end Jlraight  forget  what  manner  of  man  he  was.  But 
a  man  muft  rather  fit  down  and  unravel  every  ac- 
tion of  the  part:  day  into  all  its  circumftances  and 
particularities,  and  obferve  how  every  little  thing 
moved  and  affected  him,  and  what  manner  of  im- 
preflion  it  made  upon  his  heart :  this,  done  with 
that  frequency  and  carefulnefs  which  the  impor- 
tance of  the  duty  doth  require,  would,  in  a  fhort 
time,  bring  him  into  a  nearer  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  himfelf. 

But  when  men,  inftead  of  this,  do  pafs  away 
months  and  years  in  a  per<e6t  flumber  of  the  mind, 
witliout  once  awaking  it,  it  is  no  wonder  they 
(hoiild  be  fo  very  ignorant  of  themfclves,  and  knov/ 
verv  little  more  of  what  pafTeth  within  them,  than 
the  very  bcafts  which  perifli.  But  here  it  may 
I  not 
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not  be  amifs  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  why  mo^ 
men  have  fo  little  converfation  with  themfelves. 

And  frf^  Bccaufe  this  reflexion  is  a  work  and 
labour  of  the  mind,  and  cannot  be  performed  with- 
out  fome  pain  and  difficulty  :   for,   before  a  man 
can  reflect  upon  hinifelf,  and  look  into  his  heart 
with  a  fteady  eye,  he  muft  contract  his  fight,  and 
collect  all  his  fcattcring  and  roving  thoughts  into 
fome  order  and  compafs,  that  he  may  be  able  to 
take  a  clear  and  diftinct   view  of  them  j  he  mud 
retire  from  the  world  for  a  while,  and  be  unatten- 
tive  to  all  Impreffions  of  fenfe  ;  and  how  hard  and 
painful  a  thing  muft:  it  needs  be  to  a  man  of  paf- 
fion  and  infirmity,  amidft  fuch  a  crowd  of  objech 
that  are  continually  ftriking  upon  the  fenfe  and 
folliciting  the  affections,  not  to  be  moved  and  in- 
terrupted by  one  or  other  of  them  !  But, 

Secondly,  Another  reafon  why  we  fo  feldom  con- 
verfe  with  ourfelves  is,  bccaufe  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world  taketh  up  all  our  time,  and  leaveth   us  no 
portion  of  it  to   fpend  upon  this  great  work  and 
labour  of  the  mind.     Thus    twelve   or    fourteen 
years  pafs  away  before  we  can  well   difccrn  good 
from  evil ;  and  of  the  reft  fo  much  goeth  away  In 
fleep,  fo  much  in  the  proper  bufinefs  of  our  cal- 
lings, that  we  have  none  to  lay  out  upon  the  more 
ferious  and  religious  employments.     Every  man's 
life  is  an  imperfect  fort  of  a  circle,  which  he   re- 
pcateth  and  runneth  over  every  day ;  he  hath  a  fctt 
of  thoughts,  defircs,  and  inclinations,  which  re- 
turn upon  him  in  their  proper  time  and  order,  and 

will 
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will  very  hardly  be  laid  afide  to  make  room  for  any 
thing  new  and  uncommon  :  fo  that  call  upon  him 
when  you  plcafc  to  f-t  about  the  ftudy  of  his  own 
heart,  and  you  arc  fure  to  find  him  pre-engaged  j 
either  he  hath  fome  bufmefs  to  do,  or  fome  diver- 
fion  to  take,  fome  acquaintance  that  he  muft  viiit, 
or  fome  company  that  he  muft  entertain,  or  fome 
crofs  accident  hath  put  him  out  of  humour,  and 
Unfitted  him  for  fuch  a  grave  employment.  And 
thus  it  cometh  to  pafs,  that  a  man  can  never  find 
leifure  to  look  into  himfelf,  becaufe  he  doth  not 
fet  apart  fome  portion  of  the  day  for  that  very 
purpofc,  but  foolifhly  deferreth  from  one  day  to 
another,  until  his  glafs  is  almoft  run  out,  and  he 
is  called  upon  to  give  a  miferable  account  of  him- 
felf in  the  other  world.     But, 

Thirdly^  Another  reafon  why  a  man  doth  not 
more  frequently  converfe  with  himfelf  is,  becaufe 
fuch  converfation  with  his  own  heart  may  difcover 
fome  vice  or  fome  infirmity  lurking  within  him, 
which  he  is  very  unwilling  to  believe  himfelf  guilty 
of.  For  can  there  be  a  more  ungrateful  thing  to  a 
man,  than  to  find  that,  upon  a  nearer  view,  he  is 
not  that  perfon  he  took  himfelf  to  be  ?  that  he 
hath  neither  the  courage,  nor  the  honefty,  nor  the 
piety,  nor  the  humility,  that  he  dreamed  he  had  ? 
that  a  very  little  pain,  for  inftance,  putteth  him 
out  of  patience,  and  as  little  pleafure  fofteneth 
and  difarmeth  him  into  eafe  and  wantonnefs?  that 
he  hath  been  at  more  pains,  and  labour,  and  coft, 

to 
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to  be  revenged  of  an  enemy,  than  to  oblige  the 
beft  friend  he  hath  in  the  world  ?  that  he  can  nor 
bring  himfclf  to  fay  his  prayers  without  a  oreat 
deal  of  reluclancy  ;  and,  when  he  doth  fay  them, 
the  fpirit  and  fervour  of  devotion  evaporate  in  a 
very  ihort  time ;  and  he  can  fcarcely  hold  out  a 
prayer  of  ten  lines,  without  a  number  of  idle  and 
impertinent,  if  not  vain  and  wicked,  thoughts 
coming  into  his  head  ?  Thefe  are  very  unwelcome 
difcoveries  that  a  man  may  make  of  himfelfj  fo 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  every  one,  who  is  already 
fluflied  with  a  good  opinion  of  himfelf,  fhould  ra- 
ther ftudy  how  to  run  away  from  it,  than  how  to 
convcrfcwith  his  own  heart. 

But  further.  If  a  man  were  both  able  and  wil- 
ling to  retire  into  his  own  heart,  and  to  fet  apart 
fomc  portion  of  the  day  for  that  very  purpofe  ;  yet 
he  is  ftill  difabled  from  pafling  a  fair  and  impartial 
judgment  upon  himfelf,  by  feveral  difficulties,  arif- 
ing  partly  from  prejudice  and  prepofleffion,  partly 
from  the  lower  appetites  and  inclinations.     And, 

//>/?,  That  the  bufinefs  of  prepofleffion  may 
lead  and  betray  a  man  into  a  falfe  judgment  of  his 
own  heart.  For  we  may  obferve,  that  the  firfi: 
opinion  we  take  up  of  any  thing,  or  any  perfon, 
doth  generally  flick  clofe  to  us  ;  the  nature  of  the 
mind  being  fuch,  that  It  cannot  but  defire,  and 
confequently  endeavour,  to  have  fome  certain 
principles  to  go  upon,  fomething  fixed  and  un- 
movcablc,  whereon  it  may  reil  and  fupport  itfelf. 
And  hence  it  comcth  to  pafs,  that  fome  perfons  are 

Vol.  XIV.  O  with 
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with  fo  much  difficulty  brought  to  think  well  of  a 
man  they  have  once  entertained  an  ill  opinion  of; 
and,  perhaps,  that  too  for  a  very  abfurd  and  un- 
warrantable reafon.  But  how  much  more  difficult 
then  muft  it  be  for  a  man,  who  taketh  up  a  fond 
opinion  of  his  own  heart  long  before  he  hath  ei- 
ther years  or  fenfe  enough  to  underftand  it,  either 
to  be  perfuadcd  out  of  it  by  himfelf,  whom  he 
loveth  fo  well,  or  by  another,  whofe  interefl  or 
dFverfion  it  may  be  to  make  him  afhamcd  of  him- 
felf!  I'hen, 

Secondly^  As  to  the  difficulties  arifing  from  the 
inferior  appetites  and  inclinations,  let  any  man 
look  into  his  own  heart,  and  obferve  in  how  dif- 
ferent a  light,  and  under  what  different  complexi- 
ons, any  two  fms  of  equal  turpitude  and  malignity 
do  appear  to  him,  if  he  hath  bpt  a  ftrong  inclina- 
tion to  the  one,  and  none  at  all  to  the  other. 
That  which  he  hath  an  inclination  to  is  always 
drefled  up  in  all  the  falfe  beauty  that  a  fond  and 
bufy  imagination  can  give  it ;  the  other  appeareth 
naked  and  deformed,  and  in  all  the  true  circum-: 
ftapces  of  folly  and  difhonour.  Thus,  Stealing 
is  a  vice  that  few  gentlemen  are  inclined  to  ;  and 
they  juftly  think  it  below  the  dignity  of  a  man  to 
floop  to  fo  bafc  and  low  a  fm  j  but  no  principle  of 
honour,  i:o  workings  of  the  mind  and  confcience, 
not  the  flill  voice  of  mercy,  not  the  dreadful  call 
of  judgment,  nor  any  coiifidcrations  whatever, 
can  put  a  flop  to  thut  Violence   and   Opprcffion, 

that 
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that  Pride  and  Ambition,  that  Revelling  and  Wan- 
tonncfs,  which  wc  every  day  meet  with  in  the 
world.  Nay,  it  is  eafy  to  obferve  very  dificrent 
thoughts  in  a  man  of  the  fin  that  he  is  moft  fond 
of,  according  to  the  different  ebbs  and  flows  of  his 
inclination  to  it.  For,  as  foon  as  the  appetite  is 
alarmed,  and  feizeth  upon  the  heart,  a  little  cloud 
gathereth  about  the  head,  and  fpreadeth  a  kind  of 
darknefs  over  the  face  of  the  foul,  whereby  it  is 
hindered  from  taking  a  clear  and  diflindl  view  of 
things  J  but  no  fooner  is  the  appetite  tired  and  fa- 
tiated,  but  the  fame  cloud  pajjlth  away  like  a  Jha- 
dow  ;  and,  a  new  light  fpringing  up  in  the  mind 
of  a  fuddcn,  the  man  feeth  much  more,  both  of 
the  folly  and  of  the  danger  of  the  fm,  than  he  did 
before. 

And  thus,  having  done  with  the  feveral  reafbns 
why  man,  the  only  creature  in  the  world  that  can 
refieft  and  look  into  himfelf,  is  fo  very  ignorant  of 
what  pafleth  within  him,  and  fo  much  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  ftanding  difpofitions  and  complexions 
of  his  own  heart :  I  proceed  now,  in  the 

m rd  tixxd  laji  place,  to  lay  down  f-veral  ad- 
vantages, that  do,  mojl  ajfuredly^  attend  a  due 
improvement  in  the  knowledge  of  ourfclvcs.    And, 

FlrJ]^  One  great  advantage  is,  that  it  tcndcth 
very  much  to  mortify  and  humble  a  man  into  a 
jnodcfl"  and   low  opinion   of  himlcll.     P'or,  let   a 

O  2  rpaa 
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man  take  a  nice  and  curious  infpcdtion  into  all  the 
leveral   regions    of  the  heart,   and  obferve   every- 
thing   irregular   and  amifs  within    him :    for    in- 
ftance;  how  narrow  and   fhort-fighted  a  thing  is 
the  underftanding  1   upon  how  little  rcafon  do  we 
take  up   an   opinion,  and   upon    how   much   lefs 
Tometimes   do  we  lay  it  down  ag-ain  1   how  weak 
and  falfc  ground  do  we  often  walk  upon  with  the 
biG:<''eft  confiJence  and  affurance  !  and  how  tremu- 
Jous  and   doubtful   are  we  very  often,  where  no 
doubt  is  to  be  made  !   Again  :  how  v/iid   and    im- 
pertinent,  how  bufy  and  incoherent  a  thing  is  the 
imagination,  even  in  the  beft  and  wifeft  men  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  every  man  may  be  faid  to  be  mad, 
but  every  man  doth  not  (hew  it  f  Then  as  to  the 
paffions  J  how  noify,  how  turbulent,  and  how  tu- 
multuous are  they  !   how  eafily  are  they  ftirr'ed  and 
fct  a  gding,  how  eager  and  hot  in  the  purfuit,  and 
what  ftrange  diforder  and  confufion  do  they  throw 
a  man    into ;  fo  that  he  can   neither  think,  nor 
fpcak,  nor  acl,  as  hefiiould  do,  while  he  is  under 
the  dominion  of  any  one  of  them  ! 

Thus,  let  every  man  look  with  a  fevere  and  im- 
partial eye  into  all  the  difbincl  regions  of  the  heart, 
and,  no  doubt,  feveral  deformities  and  irregulari- 
ties, that  he  never  thought  of,  will  open  and  dif- 
clofe  themfelves  upon  lb  near  a  view ;  and  rather 
make  the  man  afhamed  of  himfcif,  than  proud. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly^  A  due  improvement  in  the  knowledge 
of  ourfclves  doth  certainly  fecure  us  from  the  fly 
and  infinuating  aiTaults  of  flattery.  There  is  not 
in  the  world  a  bafer  and  more  hateful  thing  than 
flattery  ;  it  procecdeth  from  fo  much  falfcnefs  and 
infincerity  in  the  man  that  giveth  it,  and  often 
difcovercth  fo  much  wealcnefs  and  folly  in  the  man 
that  taketh  it,  that  it  is  hard  to  tell  which  of  the 
two  is  moft  to  be  blamed.  Every  man  of  common 
fenfc  can  dcmonftrate  in  fpeculation,  and  may  be 
fully  convinced,  that  all  the  praifes  and  commen- 
dations of  the  whole  world  can  add  no  more  to  the 
real  and  intrinfic  value  of  a  man,  than  they  can 
add  to  his  flature.  And  yet,  for  all  this,  men 
of  the  beft  fcnfe  and  piety,  when  they  come  down 
to  the  practice,  cannot  forbear  thinking  much  bet- 
ter of  themfelves,  when  they  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  fpokcn  well  of  by  other  perfons. 

But  the  n^caning  of  this  abfurd  proceeding 
feemcth  to  be  no  other  than  this;  there  are  few' 
men  that  have  fo  intimate  an  acquaintance  with 
their  own  hearts,  as  to  know  their  own  real  worth, 
and  how  to  fet  a  jufl:  rate  upon  themfelves  j  and 
therefore  they  do  not  know  but  that  he  who  praifes 
them  mofi:  may  be  moft  in  the  right  of  it.  For, 
no  doubt,  if  a  man  were  ignorant  of  the  true 
yalue  of  a  thing  he  loved  as  well  as  himfelf,  he 
would  meafurc  the  worth  of  it  according  to  the  cf- 
"teem  of  him  who  bidJcth  moft  for  it,  rather 
than   of  him  that  biddeth  lefs. 

O  3  Tncrefore, 
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Therefore,  the  mofl:  infallible  way  to  difeiitangle 
a  man  from  the  fjiares  of  flattery  is,  to  confult  and 
ftudy  his  own  heart ;  for  whoever  does  that  well 
will  hardly  be  fo  abfurd,  as  to  take  another  man's 
word  before  his  own  fenfe  and  experience. 

Thirdlyy  Another  advantage  from  this  kind  of 
ftudy  is  this,  that  it  teacheth  a  man  how  to  behave 
himfelf  patiently,  when  he  has  the  ill  fortune  to 
be  cenfured  and  abufed  by  other  people.  For  a 
man,  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  own 
heart,  doth  already  know  more  evil  of  himfelf, 
than  any  body  elfc  can  tell  him  ;  and  when  any 
one  fpcaketh  ill  of  him,  he  rather  thanketh  God, 
that  he  can  fay  no  worfe  :  for,  could  his  enemy 
but  look  into  the  dark  and  hidden  recefles  of  the 
heart,  he  confidereth  what  a  number  of  impure 
thoughts  he  might  there  fee  brooding  and  hover- 
ing, like  a  dark  cloud,  upon  the  face  of  the  foul ; 
that  there  he  might  take  a  profpedl  of  the  fancy, 
and  view  it  a(5ling  over  the  fevcral  fcenes  of 
pride,  of  ambition,  of  envy,  of  luft,  and  re- 
venge ;  that  there  he  might  tell  how  often  a  vi- 
cious inclination  hath  been  retrained,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  juft  to  favc  the  man's  credit  or  intereft 
in  the  world  ;  and  how  many  unbecoming  ingre- 
dients have  entered  into  the  compofition  of  his 
beft  actions.  And  now,  what  man  in  the  whole 
world  would  be  able  to  bear  fo  fcvcrc  a  teft  ?  to 
have   every  thought  and   inward  motion   of   the 

heart. 
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heart,  laid  open  and  cxpofcd  to  the  views  of  his 
enemies  ?  But, 

Fourthly,  and  lajly  ;  Aj;iothcr  advantage  of  this 
kind  is,  that  it  makcth  men  lefs  fevcrc  upon  other 
people's  faults,  and  lefs  bufy  and  induftrious  in 
fpreading  them.  For  a  man,  employed  at  home, 
infpedling  into  his  own  failings,  hath  not  leifurc 
to  take  notice  of  every  little  fpot  and  blemifh  that 
lieth  fcattercd  upon  others  :  or,  if  he  cannot  ef- 
cape  the  fight  of  them,  he  always  pafTes  the  moft 
eafy  and  favourable  conftruelion  upon  them.  Thus, 
for  inftance  ;  does  the  ill  he  knoweth  of  a  man 
proceed  from  an  unhappy  temper  and  conflitution 
of  body  ?  he  then  confidereth  with  himfclf,  how 
hard  a  thing  it  is,  not  to  be  borne  down  with  the 
current  of  the  blood  and  fpirits ;  and  accordingly 
layeth  fome  p^rt  of  the  blame  upon  the  weaknefs 
of  human  nature,  for  he  hath  felt  the  force  and  ra- 
pidity of  it  within  his  own  breaft  ;  although  per- 
haps, in  another  inftance,  he  remembereth  how  it 
rageth  and  fwelleth  by  oppofition  ;  and,  although 
it  may  be  reftrained,  or  diverted,  for  a  while,  yet 
it  can  hardly  ever  be  totally  fubducd. 

Orj  has  the  man  finned  out  of  cuftom  ?  he  then, 
from  his  own  experience,  traceth  an  habit  into  the 
very  firit  rife  and  imperfeft  beginnings  of  it ;  and 
can  tell  by  how  flow  and  infenfible  advances  it 
creepeth  upon  the  heart ;  how  it  worketh  itfelf  by 
degrees  into  the  very  frame  and  texture  of  it,  and 
fo  paflcth  into  a  fecond  nature ;  asd  cgnfcquently 

O4  he 
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he  hath  a  juft  fenfc  of  the  great  difficulty  for  him 
to  learn  to  do  good,  who  hath  been  long  accuf- 
tomcd  to  lio  evil. 

Or,  LajUy^  Hath  a  falfe  opinion  betrayed  him 
into  a  fin  ?  he  then  calleth  to  mind  what  wrong 
apprchenfions  he  hath  made  of  fome  things  him- 
felf  J  how  many  opinions,  that  he  once  made  no 
doubt  of,  he  hath,  upon  a  ftrifter  examination, 
found  to  be  doubtful,  and  uncertain  ;  how  many 
more  to  be  unrcafonable  and  abfurd.  He  knoweth 
further,  that  there  are  a  great  many  more  opinions 
that  he  hath  never  yet  examined  into  at  all,  and 
which,  however,  he  ftill  believcth,  for  no  other 
reafon  but  becaufe  he  hath  believed  them  fo  Ions 
already  without  a  reafon. 

Thus,  upon  every  occafion,  a  man  intimately 
acquainted  with  himfelf  confulteth  his  own  heart, 
and  makcth  every  man's  cafe  to  be  his  own  (and  fo 
puts  the  moft  favourable  interpretation  upon  it). 
Let  every  man  therefore  look  into  his  own  heart, 
before  he  bcginneth  to  abufe  the  reputation  of  ano- 
ther ;  and  then  he  will  hardly  be  fo  abfurd,  as  to 
throw  a  dart  that  will  fo  certainly  rebound  and 
-wound  himfelf.  And  thus,  through  the  whole 
courfc  of  his  converfation,  let  him  keep  an  eye 
upon  that  one  great  comprehenfive  rule  of  Chrif- 
tian  duty,  on  which  hangeth  not  only  the  law  and 
the  prophets,  but  the  very  life  and  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel  too ;  Whatfocvcr  ye  ivould.  that  men  Jlmdd  do 

s         4  ^'^^^^ 
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unto  you^  do  ye  evenfo  unto  them.  Which  rule  that 
we  may  all  duly  obferve,  bv  throwing  afide  all 
fcandal  and  detraclion,  all  fpite  and  rancour,  all 
rudencfs  and  contempt,  all  rage  and  violence,  and 
whatever  tendeth  to  make  converfation  and  com- 
nfierce  either  uncafy  or  troublefome,  may  the  God 
of  peace  grant,  for  Jefus  Chrift  his  fake,  i^c, 

Confider  what  hath  been  faid  ;  and  the  Lord 
give  you  a  right  undcrftanding  in  all  things.  To 
whom,  with  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all 
honour  and  glory,   nov/  and  for  ever. 


To 


To  the  R  E  A  t>  E  I^. 

JN  or  about  the  year  1731,  Mr.  Wogah,  a  geniJe- 
man  of  an  antient  and  good  family  in  Ireland, y^//f 
a  prefcnt  of  a  cafk  of  Spanifh  Caflala  tv'ine  to  the  dean, 
olfo  a  crimfon  velvet  bag,  with  gold  and filk  firings.,  in 
which  were  inelofed,  a  paraphrafe  on  the  Seven  Peni- 
tential Pfalms  0/" David,  and  fevcral  original  pieces  in 
verfe  and  profe^  dedicated  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swift, 
D.  S.  P.  D.  whom  he  never  fatu  §.  This  Mr.  Wogan 
was  a  genile?nan  of  great  bravery  and  courage,  and  di- 
Jiinguijhed  hifnfelf  in  feveral  battles  ondfieges.  He  was 
appointed,  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  in  the  year 
\~l\%-i  to  take  the prineefs  Soh'iciki  (grand-daughter  of 
the  famous  James  Sobicfki,  ki?ig  of  Poland,  zvho  raifed 
ihefiege  of  Vienna) ,  to  ivhom  he  was  marriedhy proxy  in 
Poland,  who, in  her  piirney  to  Rome,  %vas,  by  order  of 
the  Imperial  court,  made  a  prifoner  in  Tyroll,  andclofe^ 
ly  confined  in  the  cajlle  of  In^^'^ncV for  fo7ne  time,  when 
Mr.  Wogan  undertook  tofet  her  at  liberty,  and  bring 
herfafe  to  Rome,  which  he  effectually  performed,  by  car- 
rying her  through  all  the  guards :  for  which  dangerous 
and  gallant  fervice,  he  was  made  a  Roman  knight, 
which  was  an  honour  that  was  not  conferred  on  a  foreign- 
er for  many  centuries  before.  This  gentleman  foon  after 
went  into  the  fervice  o/"  Spain,  where  he  got  a  govern- 
meyit  and  other  military  coininands,  and  dijiinguijhed 
him f elf  in  many  engagements,  beitigwcll  knoiun  all  over 
Europe  by  the  name  of  Chevalier,  or  Sir  Charles 
Wogan. 

§  Thcfc  writings  are  now  in  the  poflcflion  of  Diatie  Siv'ift,   Efq. 
Sec  Vol.  XVII.  p.  237. 
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S  I  R, 

I  Received  your  packet  at  le?fl:  two  months  ago, 
and  took  all  this  time  not  only   to   confider  it 
maturely   mvlclf,  but  to  flicvv   it  to  the  few  judi- 
cious  friends  I  have    in  this    kingdom.     We    all 
agreed  that  the  writer  was  a  fcholar,  a  man  of  ge- 
nius,  and  of  honour.     We  gucfll-d   him  to  have 
been  born  in    this    country,  from  fome  paflages ; 
but  not  from  the  ftyle,  whi.h   we  were    furprized 
to  find  focorreft  in  an  exile,   a  foldicr,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland.     The  hiftory  of  yourfclf,  although 
part  of  it  be  employed  in  your  praife  and    import- 
ance, wc    did  not  diflike,   becaufe  your  intention 
was  to  be  wholly   unknown,  which  circumftance 
exempts  you  from    any  charge  of  vanity.     Plow- 
ever,  although  I  am  utcrly  ignorant  of  prefent  per- 
fons  and  things,  I  have  made  a  fliift,  by  talking 
in   general  with  fome  perfons,  to  find  out   your 
name,  your  employments,  and  fome  of  your  aflions, 
with  the  addition  of  fuch  a  character,  as  would  give 
full  credit  to  more  than  you  have  faid  (I  mean  of 
yourfelf)  in  the  Dedicatory  Epiftle. 

You  will  pardon  a  natural  curiofity  on  this  occa- 
fion,  efpecially  v.'hen  1  began  with  fo  little,  that  I 
did  not  fo  much  as  untie  the  firings  of  the  bag  for 

•  Another  Letter  of  the  Dcm  tt  Sir  CharU;  is  printed   in  Vol. 
y^il.  p.  236. 

five 
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five  days  after  I  received  it,  concludiiie:  it  muft  come 
from  fome  Ir'ifo  friar  in  Spain,  filled  with  monaftic 
fpcculations,  ofw^hich  I  have  fecn  fome  in  my  life; 
little  expecting  a  Hiftory,  a  Dedication,  a  Poetical 
Tranfi.ition  of  the  Penitential  Pfalms,  Latin  Po- 
ems, and  the  like,  and  all  from  a  foldier.     In  thefe 
IvingdonTs,  you  would  be  amoft  unfafliionable  mi- 
litary man,  among  troops  where  the  leaft  prctenfi- 
on    to   learning,    or  piety,    or    common    morals, 
would  cndan2;er  the  owner  to  be  cafhiered.     Al- 
though   I  have    no  great  regard    for  your  trade, 
from  the  judgement  I  make  of  thofe  who   profefs 
it  in  thefe  kingdoms,  yet  I  cannot  but  highly  ef- 
tcem  thofe  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  who,  with  all  the 
difadvantages  of  being  exiles  and   ftrangers,   have 
been  able  to  difiinguifh  themfelves  by  their  valour 
and  condu(Sl  in  fomany  parts  of  Europe,   I  think, 
above  all  other  nations;  which  ought  to  make  the 
Englijl)  afnam.ed  of  the  reproaches  they  caft  on  the 
ignorance,  the  dulnefs,    and  the  want  of  courage, 
in  the  hij})  natives  ;    thofe  dcfeds,  wherever  they 
happen,   arifing  only  from  the  poverty  and  liavery 
they  fufFer  from  their  inhuman  neighbours,  and  the 
bafe  corrupt  fpirits  of  too  many  of  the  chief  gen- 
try, i^c.     By  fuch  events  as  thefe,    the  very  Gre- 
c'lam  are  grown  flavifh,   ignorant,  and   fuperftiti- 
ous.     1  do  aflert   that,    from  feveral  experiments  I 
have  made  in  travelling  over  both  kingdoms,  I  have 
found  the  poor  cottagers    here,  who   could    fpcak 
our  lan^'uaL'^e,  to  have  a  much  better  natural  tafte 
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for  good  fcnfe,  humour,  and  raillery,  than  ever  I 
obferved  among  people  of  the  like  fort  in  England. 
But  the  millions  of  opprtflions  they  lie  under, 
the  tyranny  of  their  landlords,  the  ridiculous  zeal 
of  their  priefts,  and  the  general  mifcry  of  the 
whole  nation,  have  been  enough  to  damp  the  beft 
fpirits  under  the  fun.     1  return  to  your  pacquct. 

Two  or   three    poetical  friends   of  mine    have 
read  your  poems  with  very  good  approbation  ;  yet 
we  all  agree   fome    corrections  may  be   wanting, 
and  at  the  fame  time  we  are  at  a  lofs  how  to  ven- 
ture  on    fuch  a  work.     One  gentleman  of  your 
own  country,  name,   and  family,    who    could  do 
it  beft,  is  a  little  too  lazy  ;    but,  however,   fome- 
thing  fliall  be  done  and  fubmitted  to  you.     I  have 
been  only  a  man  of  rhimcs,   and  that  upon  trifles, 
never  having  written  ferious  couplets  in  my  life  ; 
yet  never  any  without  a  moral    view.     However, 
as  an  admirer  of  ATilton^  I  will   read  yours  as  a 
critick,  and  make  objections,  where  I  find  anything 
that  fliould    be  changed.     Your  directions  about 
publifliing  the  cpiftle  and  the  poetry  will  be  a  point 
of  fome  difficulty.     They  cannot  be  printed  here 
with  the  leaft  profit  to  the  author's  friend  indiftrefs. 
Dublin  bookfellers   have    not  the  leaft  notion   of 
paying  for  a  copy.     Sometimes  things  are  printed 
here  by  fubfcription  ;   but   they  go  on  fo  heavily, 
that  few  or  none  make    it  turn    to   account.     1« 
London^  it  isothervvife  ;  but  even  there  the  authors 
muft  be  in  vogue,  or,  if  not  known,  be  difcover- 
ed  by  the  ftylc  3   or  the  work  muft  be  fomething 

that 
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that  hits  the  tafte  of  the  publick,   or  what    is  re- 
commended by  the  preliding  men  of  genius. 

When  Aiiltcn  firll  publiftied  his  famous  poem, 
.the  firfi:  edition  was  very  long  going  off;  few  either 
read,  liked,  or  underftood  it ;  and  it  gained  ground 
merely  by  it  smerit.  Nothing  but  an  uncertain  ftate 
of  my  health  (caufed  by  a  difpofition  to  giddinefs, 
which,  although  lefs  violent,  is  more  conftant) 
could  have  prevented  my  paffing  this  fummer  into 
England  to  fee  my  friends,  who  hourly  have  ex- 
pected me  :  m  that  cafe,  I  could  have  managed 
this  affair  myfclf,  and  would  have  readily  con- 
sented that  my  name  fliould  have  flood  at  length 
before  your  cpiftle  ;  and,  by  the  caprice  of  the 
world,  that  circumftance  might  have  been  of  ufe 
tomake  the  thing  known  ;  ^nd  confequently  bet- 
ter anfwer  the  charitable  part  of  your  defign,  by 
inciting  people's  curiofity.  And,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I 
would  have  writ  a  (hort  acknowledgment  of  your 
letter,  and  publifhed  it  in  the  next  page  after  your 
epiftle  ;  but  giving  you  no  name,  nor  confefling 
my  conjecture  of  it.  This  fchcme  I  am  ffill  upon, 
as  foon  as  my  health  permits  me  to  return  to  Eng- 
land [c]. 

As  1  am  conjectured  to  have  generally  dealt  in 
raillery  and  fatyr,  both  in  profe  and  verfc,  if  that 
conjecture  be  right,  although  fuch  an  opinion  hath 
been  anabfoluts  bar  to  my  rifing  in    the    world  ; 

[o]   The    hft    time    the    dean    wa:   in  Eiig'ur:d   was     in    the 
ycir  1727- 

yet 
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yet  that  very  world   muft  fuppofe   that  I  followed 
what  I  thought  to  be  my  talent ;  and    charitable 
people  will  Tuppofc  I  had  a  dcfignto  laugh  the  fol- 
lies of  mankind  out  of  countenance,  and  as  often  ' 
tp  lafh  the  vices  out  of  pradice.     And  then  it  will 
be  natural  to  conclude,  that  I  have  fome  partiality 
for  fuch  kind  of  writing,  and  favour  it  \r\  others. ,  I 
think  you  acknowledge,  that,  in  fomc  time  of  your 
life,    you  turned  to   the  raillying  part;  but  I  find 
at    prcfent    your  genius    runs    wholly    into    the 
grave    and    fublime ;    and   therefore    I    find    you 
you  lefs  indulgent  to  mv  way  by  your  diflike  of  the 
Beggar  5  Opera,  in  the  perfons  particularly  of  Polly 
Pcacbum  and  Macheath  \  whereas  we  think  it  a  vc- 
ry  fevere  fatyr  upon  the  moft  pernicious  villainies 
of   mankind.     And  fo  you   are  in  danger  of  quar- 
relling with  the  fcntiments  of  Mr.  Pope^  Mr.  Guy 
the    author,  Dr.   Jrbuthnot,    myfelf.    Dr.    Toung, 
and  all  the  brethren   whom  we   own.     Dr.  Toung 
is  the  gravcft  among  us,    and  yet  his   fatires  have 
many   mixtures    of  (harp   raillery.     At  the   fame 
?ime  you  judge  very  truly,  that  the  tafte    of  Eng- 
land \s  infamoufiy  corrupted  by  {holes  of  wretches 
v.'ho  write  for  their  bread  ;  and   therefore    I  had 
rcafon  to  put  Mr.  Pope  on  writing  the  poem,  called 
the  DuNCiAD  ;  and  to  hale  thofc   fcoundrels   out 
of    their     obfcurity,    by    telling    their   names   at 
len"-th,  their  works,    their   adventures,  fometimes 

their  loda;ino;s,  and  their  lineaoe  ;   not  with  A 's 

and  B — 'x  according  to  the^old  way,  which  would 
be  unknown  in  a  few  years. 

As 
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As  to  your  blank-verfe,  it  hath  too  often  fal- 
len into  the  fame  vile  hands  of  late.  One  Thompfouy 
a  Scot/man,  hath  fucceeded  the  beft  in  that  way, 
in  four  poems  he  hath  writ  on  the  four  feafons  : 
yet  I  am  not  overfond  of  them,  becaufe  they  are  all 
defcription,  and  nothing  is  doing  ;  whereas  Miltm 
ein""agcth  me  in  anions  of  the  higheft  importance, 

Modo  mc  Rcjna:,  modo  ponit  Jthenis  : 
and  yours  on  the  Seven   Pfalms,    iifc.    have  fome 
advantages  that  way. 

You  fee  Pcpe,  Gay\  and  I,  ufe  all  our  endea- 
vours to  make  folks  merry  and  vinfc,  and  profefs 
to  have  no  enemies,  except  knaves  and  fools.  I 
confcfs  myfelf  to  be  exempted  from  them  in  one 
article,  which  v/as  engaging  with  a  miniflry  to 
prevent,  if  pOiTible,  the  evils  .hat  have  over-run  the 
nation  ;  and  my  foolifh  zeal  in  endeavouring  to 
fave  this  wretched  ifland.  Wherein,  though  I  fuc- 
ceeded abfolutely  in  one  important  article  [/>]  ; 
yet  even  th^e  I  lofl  all  hope  of  favour  from  thofe 
in  power  here,  and  difobliged  the  court  of  £«j- 
landy  and  have  in  twenty  years  drawn  above  one 
thoufand  fcurrilous  libels  on  myfelf,  v/ithout  any 
other  rccompence  than  the  love  of  the  Ir'ijh  vulgar, 
and  two  or  three  dozen  fign-pofts  of  the  drapier 
in  this  city,  befidcs  thofe  that  are  fcattered  in  coun- 
try towns  ;  and  even  thefe  are  half  worn  out.  So 
that,  whatever  little  genius  God  hath  given  me,  I 
may  juftly  pretend  to  have  been  the  worft  manager 
of  it  to  my  own  advantage  of  any  man  upon  earth. 

[/)]  Againil  lVoid''i  copper  half-pence.     Sec  Drafitrs  Letters, 
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Aug.  2. J  What  I  have  above  written  hath  long 
Iain  by  me,  that  I  might  confider  further  :  but  1 
have  been  partly  out  of  order,  and  partly  plagued 
with  a  law-fuit  of  ten  years  flanding,  and  1  doubt 
very  ill  clofed  up,  although  it  concerns  two  thirds 
of  my  little  fortune.  Think  whether  fuch  periods 
of  life  are  proper  to  encourage  poetical  or  philofo- 
phical  fpeculations. 

I  fhall  not  therefore  tire  you  any  longer  ;  but, 
with  great  acknowledgement  for  the  diftinction  vou 
pleafe  to  fhew  mc,  defire  to  be  always  thought, 
with  great  truth  and  a  moft  particular  eftccm,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 


and  obliged  fervantj 

J.  SWIFT, 

We  have  fome  editions  printed  here  of  books  from 
England^  which  I  know  not  whether  you  are  in  a 
way  of  getting.  I  will  name  fome  below,  and 
if  you  approve  of  any,  I  fhall  willingly  increafs 
your  library  ;  they  are  fmallj  confequently  more 
portable  in  your  marches,  and,  which  is  more 
important,  the  prefent  will  be  cheaper  for  mc. 


Dr.  Young's  Satires 
Mr.  Gay's  Works 
Mr.  Pope's  Works 
Pope's  Dunciad 


Gay's   Fables 
Art  of  Politicks,  and 
fome  other  Trifles  in 
Verle,  i^c. 


Vol.  XIV. 
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GOOD     MANNERS 


AND 

GOOD     BREEDING. 

GO  O  D-M  A N N  E R  S  is  the  art  of  mak- 
ing thofe  people  eafy  with  whom  we  con- 
verfe. 

Whoever  makes  the  fewefl  perfons  uneafy  is  the 
beft  bred  in  the  company. 

As  the  beft  law  is  founded  upon  reafon,  fo  are 
the  beft  manners.  And  as  fome  lawyers  have  in- 
troduced unreafonable  things  into  common  law  ; 
fo  likewife  many  teachers  have  introduced  abfurd 
things  into  common  good  manners. 

One  principal  point  of  this  art  is,  to  fuit  our 
behaviour  to  the  three  feveral  degrees  of  men  j 
eur  fuperiors,  our  equals,  and  thofc  below  us. 

For  inftancc,  to  prcfs  cither  of  the  two  former 

to  cat  or  drink  is  a  breach  of  manners ;  but  a  tradef- 

man  or  a  farmer  muft  be  thus  treated,  or   clfe  it 

6  will 
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will   be  difficult  to  perfuadc    them  that   they   arc 
welcome. 

Pride,  ill-nature,  and  want  of  fenfe,  are  the 
three  great  fources  of  ill-manners  ;  without  fomc 
0!ic  of  thefe  defctSts,  no  man  will  behave  himfclf 
ill  for  want  of  experience  ;  or  of  what,  in  the 
lan^^ua^ye  of  fools^  is  called  knowing  the  world. 

I  defy  any  one  to  affign  an  incident  wherein 
reafon  will  not  diredl  us  what  we  are  to  fay  or  do 
in  company,  if  we  v/e  are  not  mifled  by  pride  or 
ill-nature. 

Therefore  I  infift  that  good  (cnCc  is  the  princi- 
pal foundation  of  good-manners  ;  but,  becaufe 
the  former  is  a  gift  which  very  few  among  man- 
kind are  poUcfled  of,  therefore  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  world  have  agreed  upon  fixing  fome 
rules  for  common  behaviour,  beft  fuited  to  their 
<Tencral  cuftoms  or  fancies  ;  as  a  kind  of  artificial 
good  fenfe,  to  fupply  the  defeats  of  reafon.  With- 
out which  the  gcntlc?nenly  part  of  dunces  would  be 
perpetually  at  cuffs,  as  they  fcldom  fail  when 
they  happen  to  be  drunk,  of  engaged  in  fquabbles 
about  women  or  play.  And,  God  be  thanked, 
there  hardly  happcneth  a  duel  in  a  year,  which 
may  not  be  imputed  to  one  of  thcfe  three  motives. 
Upon  which  accountj  I  fhould  be  exceedingly  for- 
ry  to  find  the  legiflature  make  any  new  laws  againft 
the  praiStice  of  duelling;  bccauCc  the  methods  are 
eafy,  and  many,  for  a  wife  man  to  avoid  a  quar- 
rel with  honour,  or  engage  in  it  with  innocence. 
And  I  can  difcover  no   political  evil  in  fuftering 

P  2  bullies. 
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bullies,  (harpers,    and  rakes,  to  rid  the  world    of 
each  other  by  a  method  of  their  own,  where  the 
law  hath  not  been   able  to  find  an  expedient. 

As  the  common  forms  of  good-manners  were 
intended  for  regulating  the  conduft  of  thofe  wh6 
have  weak  underftandings  ;  fo  they  have  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  perfons  for  v/hofe  ufe  they  were  con- 
trived. For  thefe  people  have  fallen  into  a  needlefs 
and  cndlefs  way  of  multiplying  ceremonies,  which 
have  been  extremely  troublefcme  to  thofe  who 
praclife  them,  and  infupportable  to  every  body 
elfc  :  infomuch  that  wife  men  are  often  more  un- 
eafy  at  the  ovcr-civility  of  thefe  refiners,  than 
they  could  poflibly  be  in  the  converfations  of  pea- 
sants or  mechanicks.  " 

The  impertinences  of  this  ceremonial  behaviour 
arc  no  where  better  feen  than  at  thofe  tables  where 
thcladics  prefide,  who  value  themfelves  upon  ac- 
count of  their  good-breeding  ;  where  a  man  muft 
reckon  upon  paffing  an  hour  without  doing  any 
one  thing  he  hath  a  mind  to  ;  unlefs  he  will  be 
fo  hardy  as  to  break  through  all  the  fettled  deco- 
rum of  the  family.  She  determineth  what  he  lov- 
eth  beft,  and  how  much  he  fhall  eat  ;  and  if  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe  happeneth  to  be  of  the  fame 
difpofition,  he  proceedeth,  in  the  fame  tyranni- 
cal manner,  to  prefcribe  in  the  drinking  part  :  at 
the  fame  time  you  are  under  the  nccefTity  of  an- 
fwering  a  thoufand  apologies  for  your  entertain- 
ment. And,  although  a  good  deal  of  this  hu- 
mour is  pretty  well  worn  off  amon^  many  people 

of 
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of  the  beft  fafliion,  yet  too  much  of  it  ftill  re- 
maineth,  efpecially  in  the  country  ;  where  an  ho- 
neft  2;entleman  aflured  mc,  that,  having  been  kept 
four  days  againfi:  his  will  at  a  friend's  houfe,  with 
all  the  circumfbances  of  hiding  his  boots,  locking 
up  the  ftablc,  and  other  contrivances  of  the  like 
nature,  he  could  not  remember,  from  the  mo- 
ment he  came  into  the  houfe  to  the  momeitt  he 
left  it,  any  one  thing,  wherein  his  inclination  was 
not  diredtly  contradicted  ;  as  if  the  whole  family 
had  entered  into  a  combination  to  torment  him. 

But,  befides  all  this,  it  would  be  endlcfsto  re- 
count the  many  foolifh  and  ridiculous  accidents 
I  have  obferved  among  thefe  unfortunate  profclytes 
to  ceremony.  I  have  feen  a  dutchefs  fairly 
knocked  down  by  the  precipitancy  of  an  officious 
coxcomb  running  to  fave  her  the  trouble  of  open- 
ing a  door.  I  remember  upon  a  birth-day  at  court, 
a  great  lady  was  utterly  difconfolate  by  a  difh  of 
fauce  let  fall  by  a  page  directly  upon  her  head-drefs 
and  brocade  ;  while  fhe  gave  a  fudden  turn  to 
her  elbow  upon  fome  point  of  ceremony  wiih  the 
perfon  who  fat  next  to  her.  Monfieur  Buys,  the 
Dutch  envoy,  whofe  politicks  and  manners  were 
much  of  a  fize,  brought  a  fon  with  him,  about 
thirteen  years  old,  to  a  great  table  at  court.  Tiie 
boy  and  his  father,  whatever  they  put  on  their 
plates,  they  firft  ofl'ered  round  in  orcLr,  to  every 
perfon  in   company  ;  fo  that  we  could   not  get  a 

minute's  quiet  durina;  the  whole  dinner.     At  laft 

.1 
their  two  plates  happened  to  encounter,  and   with 


"  2  fo 
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fo  much  violence,  that,  being  china,  they  broke 
in  twenty  pieces  j  and  ftaincd  half  the  company 
with  wet  fweet- meats  and  cream. 

There  is  a  pedantry  in  manners,  as  in  all  arts 
3nd  fciences  ;  and  fometimes  in  trades.  Pedantry 
is  properly  the  over-rating  of  any  kind  of  know- 
ledge we  pretend  to.  And  if  that  kind  of  know- 
ledge be  a  trifle  in  itfelf,  the  pedantry  is  the  great- 
er. For  which  reafon  I  look  upon  fidlers,  dancino-, 
maflers,  heralds,  mafters  of  the  ceremony,  ^V.  to 
be  greater  pedants  than  Lipfius  or  the  elder  Scali^ 
ger.  With  this  kind  of  pedants,  the  court,  while 
I  knew  It,  was  always  plentifully  (locked  ;  I  mean 
from  thegcntlcman-uflier  (at  leaft)  inclufive,  down- 
ward to  the  gentleman-porter  :  v.'ho  are,  general- 
ly fpeaking,  the  moft  infignificant  race  of  peo- 
ple that  this  iflapd  can  afford,  and  with  the  fmallcft 
tin£li}re  of  good-manners  j  which  is  the  only  trade 
they  prcfefs.  For,  being  wholly  illiterate,  and 
converfing  chiefly  with  each  other,  they  reduce 
the  whole  fyftem  of  breeding  within  the  forms  and 
circles  of  their  fevcral  offices  :  and,  as  they  are  be- 
low the  notice  of  miniflers,  they  live  and  die  in 
court  under  all  revolutions,  v/ith  great  obfequiouf- 
ncfs  to  thofc  who  are  in  any  degree  of  credit  pr  fa- 
vour, and  with  rudcncfs  and  infolence  to  every  bo- 
dy clfe.  P'rom  whence  I  have  long  concluded, 
that  good  manners  are  not  a  plant  of  the  court 
growth  :  for  if  they  were,  thofe  people,  who  have 
undcrflandings  dircdly  of  a  level  for  fuch  acquire- 
ments. 
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mcnts,  who  have  ferved  I'uch  long  apprenticefhips 
to  nothing  elfc,  would  certainly  have  picked  them 
up.  For  as  to  the  great  officers,  who  attend  the 
prince's  perfon  or  councils,  or  prefide  in  his  fa- 
mily, they  are  a  tranfient  body,  who  have  no  bet- 
ter a  title  to  good-manners  than  their  neighbours, 
nor  will  probably  have  recourfe  to  gcntlemen-ufh- 
ers  for  inftrudlion.  So  that  I  know  little  to  be 
learned  at  court  upon  this  head,  except  in  the  ma- 
terial circumftanceof  drefs  ;  wherein  the  authori- 
ty of  the  maids  of  honour  muft  indeed  be  allowed 
to  be  almoll  equal  to  that  of  a  favourite   adtrefs. 

I  remember  a  paflage  my  lord  Boimgbroke  told 
me  ;  that,  going  to  receive  prince  Eugene  of  $a- 
voy  at  his  landing,  in  order  to  conduct  him  im- 
mediately to  the  queen,  the  prince  faid,  he  was 
much  concerned  that  he  could  not  fee  her  majefty 
that  night  ;  for  Monficur  Hoffman  (who  was  then 
by)  had  allured  his  highnefs  that  he  could  not  be 
adinittcJ  into  her  prefence  with  a  tied-up  perriwig  ; 
that  his  equipage  was  not  arrived  ;  and  that  he 
had  endeavoured  in  vain  to  borrow  a  lono-  one 
among  all  his  valets  and  pages.  My  lord  turn- 
ed the  matter  intoajeft,  and  brought  the  prince 
to  her  majcfty ;  for  which  he  was  highly  cenfured 
by  the  whole  tribe  of  gentlemcn-ufhers  ;  among 
whom  iVIoniieur  Hoffman,  an  old  dull  rcfKlcnt  of 
the  emperor's,  had^picked  up  this  material  point  of 
ceremony;  and  which,  I  believe,  was  the  bell 
leflbn  he  had  learjicd  in  five  aad  twenty  years  re- 
fidcncc. 

P  4  I  make 
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I  make  a  difference  between  good-manners  and 
good-breeding  ;  although,  in  order  to  vary  my  ex- 
prcflion,  I  am  fometimes  forced  to  confound  them. 
By  the  iirft-,  I  only  underhand  the  art  of  remem- 
bering and  applying  certain  fettled  forms  of  gene- 
ral behaviour.  But  good-breeding  is  of  a  much 
larger  extent  ;  for,  befides  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  literature  fufficient  to  qualify  a  gentle- 
man for  reading  a  play  or  a  political  pamphlet,  it 
taketh  in  a  great  compafs  of  knowledge  ;  no  lefs 
than  that  of  dancing,  fighting,  gaming,  making 
the  circle  of  //r//y,  riding  the  great  horfe,  and 
/peaking  French  ;  not  to  mention  fome  other  fe- 
condary  or  fubaltern  accomplifhments,  which  are 
more  eafily  acquired.  So  that  the  difference  be- 
tween good-breeding  and  good-manners  lieth  in 
this  ;  that  the  forrner  cannot  be  attained  to  by  the 
beft  underftandings  without  ftudy  and  labour  : 
whereas  a  tolerable  degree  of  reafon  will  inftrudl 
us  in  every  part  of  good-manners  without  other 
afliftance. 

I  can  think  of  nothing  more  ufcful  upon  this 
fubjecl,  than  to  point  out  fome  particulars,  where- 
in the  very  cffcntials  of  good-manners  are  con- 
cerned, the  neglect  or  perverting  of  which  doth 
very  much  diilurb  the  good  commerce  of  the 
world  by  introducing  a  traffick  of  mutual  uneafi- 
nefs  in  moft  companies. 

Firft,  a    ncccffary    part    of  good-manners   is   a 

punctual  obfcrvance  of  time  at  our  own  dwellings, 

or   thofe  of  others,  or   at  third   places  3  whether 

3  upon 
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upon  matter  of  civility,  bufinefs,  or  diverfion; 
which  rule,  though  it  be  a  plain  dictate  of  com- 
mon rcafon,  yet  the  greateft  (q]  minifter  I  ever 
knew  was  the  greateft  trefpaller  againft  it;  by 
which  all  his  bufinels  doubled  upon  him,  and 
placed  him  in  a  continual  arrear.  Upon  which  I 
often  ufed  to  railly  him,  as  deficient  in  point  of 
good-manners.  I  have  known  more  than  one  am- 
bafTador,  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  with  a  very  mode- 
rate portion  of  intellectuals,  execute  their  offices 
with  good  fuccefs  and  applaufe  by  the  mere  force 
of  cxaitnefs  and  regularity.  If  you  duly  obferve 
time  for'the  fervice  of  another,  it  doubles  the  ob- 
ligation ;  if  upon  your  own  account,  it  would  be 
pianifeft  folly,  as  well  as  ingratitude,  to  neglect 
it ;  if  both  are  concerned,  to  make  your  equal  or 
inferior  attend  on  you  to  his  own  difadvantage  is 
pride  and  injuftice. 

Ignorance  of  forms  cannot  properly  be  ftyled 
ill-manners  ;  becauf?  forms  arc  fubjeft  to  frequent 
changes  ;  and  confequcntly,  being  not  founded 
upon  rcafon,  are  beneath  a  wife  man's  regard. 
Befides,  they  vary  in  every  country ;  and,  after  a 
fliort  period  of  time,  very  frequently  in  the  fame  : 
fo  that  a  man,  who  travcllcth,  muft  needs  be  at 
firft  a  ftranger  to  them  in  every  court  through 
which  he  pafTeth  ;  and,  perhaps,  at  his  return,  as 
much  a  ftranger  in   his  own;  and,  after  all,  they 

[f]    Roiert  llailty,  earl  of  Opcford,  lord   high  treafjrer  to  qucsa 
Anne, 

are 
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arc  cafier  to  be  remembered  or  forgotten  than  faces 
or  names. 

Indeed,  among  the  many  impertinencies  that 
fupcrficial  young  men  bring  with  them  from 
abroad,  this  bigotry  of  forms  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  more  predominant  than  the  reft ;  who 
look  upon  them  not  only  as  if  they  were  matters 
capable  of  admitting  of  choice,  but  even  as  points 
of  importance  ;  and  are  therefore  zealous  upon  all 
occafions  to  introduce  and  propagate  the  new  forms 
and  fafliions  they  have  brought  back  with  them : 
So  that,  ufually  fpeaking,  the  worft-bred  perfon 
in  company  is  a  young  traveller  juft  returned  from 
abroad. 

N.  B.  The  Guardian,  N°.  96.  written  by 
this  author,  we  omit,  bting  already  in  every 
one's  hands. 
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A  LETTER  cf  Dr.  SWIFT,  totbeRev, 
Mr.  JOHN  KENDAL  [?j. 

Fd.   II,  1691, 
Sir, 

IF  any  thing  made  me  wonder  at  your  letter,  it 
was  almoft  inviting  me  to  do  fo  in  the  begin- 
ning, which  indeed  grew  lefs  upon  knowing  the 
-occafion ;  fmce  it  is  what  I  have  heard  from  more 
than  one  in  and  about  Leiccjlcr.  And  for  the 
friendfliip  between  us,  as  I  fuppofe  your's  to  be 
real  ;  fo  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to  imagine 
mine,  until  you  find  any  caufe  to  believe  it,  pre- 
tended ;  though  I  might  have  fome  quarrel  at  you 
in  three  or  four  line^,  which  are  very  ill  bellowed 
in  complementing  me.  And  as  to  that  of  my 
great  profpedts  of  making  my  fortune,  on  which 
as  your  kindncfs  only  looks  on  the  beft  fide,  fo  mj^ 
own  cold  temper,  and  unconfined  humour,  is  a 
much  greater  hindrance  than  any  fear  of  that 
which  is  the  fubjciSt  of  your  letter.  I  fhall  fpeak 
plainly  to  you,  that  the  very  ordinary  obfervations 
I  made  v/ich  going  half  a  mile  beyond  the  univer- 
fity,  have  taught  me  experience  enough  not  to 
think  of  marringe,  till  I  fettle  my  fortune  in  the 
world,  which  I  am  fure  will  not  be  in  fome  years  ; 

[;•]  Virar  ofThorr.ton,  in  LekeJicrJJj'ire.     This  letter  was  direflcd  to 
be  left  at  Mr.  Blrkbead's,    over  againft  the  Frcc-fchool  in  Lc'icejltr. 

and 
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and  even  then  itfelf,  I  am  fo  hard  to  pleafc,    that 

I  fuppofe  I  (hall  put  it  ofF  to  the  other  world. 

How  all  that  fuits  with  my  behaviour  to  the  woman 
in  hand,  you  may  eafily  imagine,  when  you  know 
that  there  is  fomething  in  me  which  muft  be  em- 
ployed, and  when  I  am  alone  turns  all,  for  want 
of  praftice,  into  fpcculation  and  thought;  info- 
much  that  thefe  feven  weeks  I  have  been  here,  I 
have  writ  and  burnt,  and  writ  again  upon  all 
manner  of  fubjeds,  more  than  perhaps  any  man 
in  England.  And  this  is  it  which  a  perfon  of  great 
honour  in  Ireland  (who  was  pleafcd  to  ftoop  fo  low 
as  to  look  into  my  mind)  ufed  to  tell  me,  that  my 
mind  was  like  a  conjured  fpirit,  that  would  do 
mifchief  if  I  would  not  give  it  employment.  It 
is  this  humour  that  makes  me  fo  bufy,  when  I  am 
in  company,  to  turn  all  that  way ;  and  fmce  it 
commonly  ends  in  talk,  whether  it  be  love  or 
common  converfation,  it  is  all  alike.  This  is  fo 
common,  that  I  could  remember  twenty  women 
in  my  life,  to  whom  I  have  behaved  myfelf  juft 
the  fune  way ;  and,  I  profefs,  without  any  other 
defign  than  that  of  entertaining  myfelf  when  I  am 
very  idle,  or  when  fomething  goes  amifs  in  my 
affairs.  This  I  always  have  done  as  a  man  of  the 
world,  when  I  had  no  defign  for  any  thing  grave 
in  it,  und  what  I  thought  at  worft  a  harmlefs  im- 
pertinence ;  but,  whenever  I  begin  to  take  fober 
refolutions,  or,  as  now,  to  think  of  entering  into 

the 
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thechurclr,  I  never  found  it  would  be  hard  to  put 
off  this  kind  of  folly  at  the  porch.  Eeiides,  per- 
haps, in  fo  general  a  converfation  among  that  fex, 
I  might  pretend  a  little  to  underftand  where  I  am 
when  I  am  going  to  choofe  for  a  wife  ;  and,  though 
the  cunning  fharper  of  the  town  may  have  a  cheat 
put  on  him,  yet  it  muft  be  cleanlier  carried  than 
this  which  you  think  I  am  going  to  top  upon  my- 
felf.  And  truly,  if  you  knew  how  metaphyfical  I 
am  that  way,  you  would  little  fear  I  fhould  ven- 
ture on  one  who  has  given  fo  much  occafion  to 
tono-ues  :  For  though  the  people  is  a  lying  fort  of 
beaft  (and  I  think  in  Lcicejler  above  all  parts  that 
I  ever  was  in)  yet  they  feldom  talk  without  fome 
wlimpfc  of  a  reafon,  which  I  declare  (fo  unpardon- 
ably  jealous  I  am)  to  be  a  fufficient  caufe  for  me 
to  hate  any  woman  any  farther  than  a  bare  ac- 
quaintance.  Among   all  the  young  gentlemen 

that  I  have  known,  who  have  ruined  themfelves 
by  marrying  (which  I  aflure  you  is  a  great  num- 
ber) I  have  made  this  general  rule,  that  they  are 
either  young,  raw,  and  ignorant  fcholars,  who, 
for  want  of  knowing  company,  believe  every  filk 
petticoat  includes  an  angel;  or  elfe  thefe have  been 
a  fort  of  honeft  young  men,  who  perhaps  are  too 
literal  in  rather  marrying  than  burning,  and  en- 
tail a  mlfery  on  themfelves  and  pofterity,  by  an 
ovcr-a£ting  modefty.  I  think,  I  am  very  far  ex- 
cluded from  lifting  under  either  of  thefe  heads.  I 
confefs,  1   have  known  one  or  two  men  of  fcnfe 

enough, 
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enough,  who,  inclined  to  frolicks,  have  married 
and  ruined  thcmfelves  out  of  a  majgot ;  b'jt  a 
thoufand  houfhold  thoughts,  which  always  drive 
matrimony  out  of  my  mind  whenever  it  chances 
to  come  there,  will,  I  am  fure,  fright  me  from 
that  i  befides  that,  I  am  naturally  temperate,  and 
n6ver  engaged  in  the  contrary,  which  tifually  pro- 
duces thofe  effects.  Your  hints  at  particular  flories 
I  do  not  underftand  ;  and  having  never  heard  them 
but  fo  hinted,  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this, 
to  (hew  you  how  I  thank  you  for  your  regard  of 
me  J  and  I  hope  my  carriage  will  be  fo  as  my 
friends  need  not  be  afhamed  of  the  name.  I  fliould 
not  have  behaved  myfelf  after  that  manner  I  did 
in  Leicejier^  if  I  had  not  valued  my  own  entertain- 
ment beyond  the  obloquy  of  a  parcel  of  very 
wretched  fools,  which  1  folemnly  pronounce  the 
inhabitants  of  Le'icejhr  to  be ;  and  fo  I  content 
myfelf  with  retaliation,  I  hope  you  will  forgive 
this  trouble  ;  and  fo,  with  my  fervice  to  your  good 
wife,    . 

I  am,  good  coufin. 

Your  very  affectionate 

friend  and  fervant, 

JON.  SWIFT. 

POEMS 
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BALLYSP  ELLIN  la\ 
By    Dr.     SHERIDAN. 

ALL  you  that  would  refine  your  bloody 
As  pure  as  fam'd  Llewellyn^ 
By  waters  clear,  come  ev'ry  year, 
To  drink  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Tho'pox  or  itch  your  (kins  enrich 

With  rubies  paft  the  telling, 
*Twill  clear  your  fkin  before  you've  been 

A  month  at  Ballyfpellin. 

If  ladies  cheek  be  green  as  leek 

When  flie  comes  from  her  dwelling. 

The  kindling  rofe  within  it  glows 
When  fhe's  at  Ballyfpellin. 

The  footy  brown,  who  comes  from  town, 

Grows  here  as  fair  as  Helen  ; 
Then  back  flie  goes  to  kill  the  beaux 

By  dint  of  Ballyfpellin. 

Our  ladies  are  as  frefli  and  fair 

As  Rofs^  or  bright  Dunielling  : 
And  JUars  might  make  a  fair  miftake. 

Were  he  at  Ballyfpellin. 

[a]  A  famous  fpaw  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  where  Dr.  ShniJan 
had  been  to  drink  the  waters,  with  a  favourite  lady.  See  Vol.  XVII. 
p.  17. 

Vol.  XIV.-  O  We 
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We  men  fubmit  as  they  think  fit, 

And  here  is  no  rebelling  ; 
The  reafon's  plain,  the  ladies  reign. 

They're  queens  at  BallyfpdUn. 

By  matchlcfs  charms,  unconquer'd  arms, 
They  have  the  power  of  quelling 

Such  defperate  foes  a5  dare  oppofe 
Their  power  at  Bally/peUin. 

Cold  water  turns  to  fire,  and  burns, 

i  know,  becaufe  I  fell  in 
A  ftream  which  came  from  one  bright  dame 

Who  drank  at  Bally/peUin. 

Fine  beaux  advance,  equipt  for  dance. 
And  brin  r  their  Jnne  or  Nell  in 

With  fo  much  grace,  I'm  fure  no  place 
Can  vie  with  BallyfpeUin, 

No  politicks,  no  fubtle  tricks. 
No  man  his  country  felling  ; 

We  eat,  we  drink,  we  never  think 
Of  thefe  at  Bally/peUin. 

The  troubled  mind,  the  puft  with  v/ind. 
Do  ;ill  come  here  pell-mell  in  ; 

And  they  are  fure  to  work  their  cure 
By  drinking  Bally/peUin. 


¥ 
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If  dropfy  fills  you  to  the  gills, 

From  chin  to  toe  tho'  rwclliiT^, 
Pour  in,   pour  out,  you  ciinnot  doubt 

A  cure  at  BalhfpcUin. 

Death  throws  no  darts  thro'  all  thefc  parts, 

No  fi^xtons  here  are  knellino- ; 
Come,  judge  and  try,   you'll  never  ^/V, 

But  live  at  Bally/peUui : 

Except  you  feel  darts  tiptwith  fteel, 

Which  here  are  ev'ry  belle  in  ; 
When  from  their  eyes  fvveet  ruin  flies. 

We  die  at  Ballyfpcllin. 

Good  chear,  fvveet  air,  much  joy,  no  care, 
Your  fight,  your  tafte,  your  fmelling. 

Your  ears,  your  touch,   tranfported  much 
Each  day  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Within  this  ground  we  all  fleep  found, 

No  noifydogs  a  yelling; 
Except  you  wake,   for  Cctlias  fake. 

All  night  at  BallyfpeUin. 

Here  all  you  fee,  both  he  and  fhe, 

No  lady  keeps  her  cell  in  ; 
But  all  partake  the  mirth  we  make 

Who  drink  at  Ballyfpcllin, 

0.2  M/ 
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My  rhimes  are  gone;  I  think  I've  none, 
Unlefs  I  Ihould  bring  hell  in  ; 

But  fince  Tm  here  to  heav'n  fo  near, 
I  can't  at  Bally fpelUn  ! 

* 

THE 
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By    Dr.    SWIFT  [b\ 

DARE  you  difpute,  you  faucy  brute. 
And  think  there's  no  refelling 
Your  fcurvy  lays,  and  fenfelefs  praife 
You  give  to  BallyfpeUin  ? 

Howe'er  you  bounce,  I  here  pronounce. 

Your  med'cine  is  repelling  ; 
Your  water's  mud,  and  fcours  the  blood, 

When  drank  at  BallyfpeUin. 

Thofe  pocky  drabs,  to  cure  their  fcabs, 

You  thither  are  compelling. 
Will  back  be  fent,   vi'orfe  than  they  went. 

From  nafty  BallyfpeUin. 

[b]  This  anfwer  was  refcntcd  by  Dr.  Sbendan,  as  an  affront  on  him- 
fclf  and  the  lady  he  attended  to  the  fpaw. 

Llewellyn 
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Llewellyn  why  ?  As  well  may  I 

Name  honcft  doctor  Pellin  ; 
So  hard  fomctimes  you  tug  for  rhimcs. 

To  bring  in  BallyfpeUiti. 

No  fubjedl  fit  to  try  your  wit, 

Wheh  you  went  colonelling; 
But  dull  intrigues  'twixt  jades  and  teagues, 

That  met  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Our  laflcs  fair,  fay  what  you  dare. 

Who  fowingmake  with  (helling. 
At  Market-Hill  more  beaux  can  kill. 

Than  yours  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Would  I  was  whipt,   when  Sheelah  ftript, 

To  wafti  herfelf  our  well  in ; 
A  bum  fo  white  ne'er  came  in  fight. 

At  paultry  Ballyfpellin. 

Your  mawkins  there,  fmocks  hempen  wear 

Of  Holland^  not  an  ell  in  ; 
No,   not  a  rag,  whate'er  you  brag, 

Is  found  at  Ballyfpellin. 

But  Tom  will  prate  at  any  rate. 

All  other  nymphs  expelling  : 
Becaufe  he  gets  a  few  Grifets, 

At  loufy  Ballyfpellin. 

Q^  3  There's 
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There's  bonny  Janc^  in  yonder  lane, 
Juft  o'er  againft  the  Bell  hn  ; 

Where  can  you  meet  a  lafs  fo  ^wcct. 
Round  all  your  Ballyfpellin  F 

Wc  have  a  girl  deferves  an  earl. 

She  came  from  Enn'ijkihin  ; 
So  fair,  fo  young,  nofuchamono- 

The  belles  at  BallyfpcUin. 

How  would  you  flare,  to  fee  her  there. 

The  foggy  mift  difpelling  ; 
That  cloud  the  brows  of  every  blowfe. 

Who  lives  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Now  as  I  live,  I  would  not  ^ive 

A  Stiver  for  a  Skellin, 
To  towfe,   and  kifs,   the  faireft  mifs 

That  leaks  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Whoe'er  will  raife  fuch  lies  as  thefe, 
Deferves  a  good  cudgelling  : 

Who  falfly  boafls  pf  bellts  and  toafts. 
At  dirty  Ballyfpellin. 

My  rhimes  are  gone,  to  all  but  one. 
Which  is,  our  trees  are  fellinof. 

As  proper  quite,  as  thofc  you  v/rite, 
I'd  force  in  Ballyfpellin. 


A  RIDDLE 
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By     Dr.     D  E  L  A  N  Y. 

Infcribcd  to  the  Lady  Carteret. 

I  REACH  all  things  n^^ar  me,  and  far  off  to 
boor. 
Without  ftretching  a  finger,  or  ftirring  a  foot, 
I  take  them  all  in  too,  to  add  to  your  wonder, 
Tho'  many  and  various,  and  large  and  afunder. 
Without  joftling  or  crowding  they  pafs   fide  by 

fide, 
Thro'  a  wonderful  wicket,  not  half  an  inch  wide. 
Then  I  lodge  them  at  cafe  in  a  very  large  ftore, 
Of  no  breadth  or  length,  with   a  thoufand  things 

more. 
All  this  I  can  do  without  witchcraft  or  charm, 
Tho'  fomctimes  they  fay  I  bewitch,  and  do  harm  j 
Tho'  cold  I  inflame,  and  tho'  quiet  invade. 
And  nothing  can  fhield  from  my  fpell  but  a  fhade. 
A  thief  that  has  robb'd  you,  or  done  you  difgrace, 
In  magical  mirrour  I'll  fliciv  you  his  face  : 
Nay,"  if  you'll  believe  what  the  poets  have  faid. 
They'll  tell  you  I  kill,  and  can  call  back  the  dead. 
Like  conjurers,  fafe  in  my  circle  I  dwell, 
1  love  to  look  black  too,  it  heightens  my  fpell ; 
Tho'  my  magick  is  mighty  in  every  Hue, 
Who  fee  all  my  power  muft  fee  it  in  Y  O  L^. 

(>_4  Th: 
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The  fame  anfwered  by  Dr.  SWIFT. 


w 


ITH  half  an  Eye 
Your  Riddle  1  fpy. 
I  obferve  your  wicket 
Henim'd  in  by  a  thicket. 
And  whatever  pafTcs 
Is  drained  thro'  glaffes. 
You  fay  it  is  quiet, 
I  flatly  deny  it : 
It  wanders  about. 
Without  ftirring  out. 
No  paflxon  fo  weak 
But  gives  it  a  tweak  ; 
Love,  joy,  and  devotion 
See  it  always  in  motion. 
And  as  for  the  tragic 
Effects  of  its  magick 
Which  you  fay  it  can  kill, 
Or  revive  at  its  will, 
The  dead  are  all  found 
And  revive  abcfve  ground. 
After  all  you  have  writ. 
It  cannot  be  wit; 
Which  plainly  does  follow. 
Since  it  flies  from  Jpollo, 
Its  cowardice  fuch, 
/  It  cries  at  a  touch. 


>t; 
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*Tis  a  pcrfeil  milkfop. 
Grows  drunk  with  a  drop. 
Another  great  fault. 
It  cannot  bear  fait : 
And  a  hair  can  difarm 
It  of  every  charm. 

A  RIDDLE.    ByDr.  SwifT. 
To  my  Lady  Carteret. 

FROM  India  s  burning  dime  I'm  brought. 
With  cooling  gales  by  Zephyrs  fraught. 
For  Iris  when  (he  paints  the  fky. 
Can  (hew  more  different  hue  than  I ; 
Nor  can't  (he  change  her  form  fo  fail, 
I'm  now  a  fail,   and  now  a  maflr. 
1  here  am  red,  and  there  am  green, 
A  beggar  there,   and  here  a  queen. 
I  fometimes  live  in  houfe  of  hair. 
And  oft  in  hand  of  lady  fair, 
I  pleafe  the  young,  I  grace  the  old. 
And  am  at  once  both  hot  and  cold. 
Say  what  I  am  then,  if  you  can, 
And  find  the  rhime — and  you're  the  mah. 


Anfwer- 
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Anfvvcred  by  Dr.  Sheridan. 

YOUR  hcufe  of  hair   and  lady's  hand 
At  firft  did  put  me  to  a  ftand. 

I  have  it  now 'tis  plain  enough ■ 

Your  hairy  bufinefs  is  a  Aluff. 
Your  engine  fraught  with  cooling  gales. 
At  once  fo  like  your  maft  and  fails. 
And  for  therhime  to  you  re  the  man, . 
What  fits  it  better  than  ■^  fan  f 

THE  LOGICIANS  REFUTED. 

LOGICIANS  have  but  ill  defin'd, 
As  rational,    the  human  kind  ; 
Rcafon,   they  fay,  belongs  to  mart, 
But  let  them  prove  it,  if  they  can. 
Wife  Arijlotle  and  Smiglefius, 
By  ratiocinations  fpecious, 
Have  flrove  to  prove  with  great  precifion. 
With  definition  and  divifion. 
Homo  ejl  rationc  pyaditum  ; 
But,  for  my  foul,  I  cannot  credit 'em. 
And  mufl,  in  fpite  of  them,  maintain. 
That  man  and  all  his  ways  are  vain  ; 
And  that  this  boafted  lord  of  nature 


Is  both  a  weak  and  erring  creature. 


That 
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That  Inflinfl  is  a  furer  guide 

Than  reafon-boafting  mortals  p;ide; 

And,  that  bruto-  beafts  are  far  before  'cm,  • 

Deus  cjl  anima  brutorum. 

Who  ever  knew  an  honel  brute 

At  law  his  neighbour  profecutc  ? 

Bring  aiSbion  for  aflault  and  battery. 

Or  friend  beguile  with  lies  and  flattery  ? 

O'er  plains  they  ramble  unconfin'd. 

No  politiclcs  difturb  their  mind  ; 

They  eat  their  meals,  and  take  their  fport. 

Nor  know  who's  in  or  out  at  court.    , 

They  never  to  the  levee  go 

To  treat  as  deareft  friend,  a  foe  : 

They  never  importune  his  grace. 

Nor  ever  cringe  to  men  in  place  j 

Nor  undertake  a  dirty  job. 

Nor  draw  the  quill  to  write  for  Boh-y 

Fraught  with  invcflive  they  ne'er  go 

To  folks  at  Pater-No/icr-Row  : 

No  judges,  fidlers,   dancing-mafters, 

No  pick-pockets,  or  poetafters, 

Are  knov/n  to  honeft  quadrupeds  : 

No  fmg4e  brute  his  fellows  leads. 

Brutes  never  meet  in  bloody  fray. 

Nor  cut  each  other's  throats  for  pay. 

Of  beafts,  it  is  confefs'd,  the  ape 

Comes  ncarefl:  us  in  human  fliape ; 

Like  man,  he  imitates  each   fafhion. 

And  malice  is  his  ruling  paflion  ; 

But, 
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But,  both  in  malice  and  grimaces, 

A  courtier  any  ape  furpafl'cs  : 

Behold  him  humbly  cringing  wait 

Upon  the  minifter  of  ilate  ; 

View  him  foon  after  to  inferiors 

Aping  the  condu£l  of  fuperiors  : 

He  promifes  with  equal  air. 

And  to  perform  takes  equal  care. 

He  in  his  turn  finds  imitators, 

At  court  the  porters,    lacqueys,  waiters. 

Their  mafters'  manners  (till  contra6t  ; 

And  footmen,  lords  and  dukes  can  a6l. 

Thus,  at  the  court,    both  great  and  fmall 

Behave  alike,  for  all  ape  all. 

ODE    ON    SCIENCE. 

OH  !  heav'nly  born  !  in  deepeft  dells 
If  fairefl  Science  ever  dwells 
Beneath  the  mofly  cave  j 
Indulge  the  verdure  of  the  woods  : 
With  azure  beauty  gild  the  floods, 
And  flow'ry  carpets  lave ; 

For  melancholy  ever  reigns 
Delighted  in  the  fylvan  fcenes 

With  fcientific  light  j 
While  Dian^   huntrefs  of  the  vales. 
Seeks  lulling  founds  and  fanning  gales, 

Tho^'  rapt  from  mortal  fight. 

4*  Yet, 
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Yet,  Goddefs,  yet  the  way  explore 
With  magic  rites  and  heathen  lore 

Obftructed  and  dcprefs'd  : 
'Till  Wifdom  give  the  facred  Nine, 
Untaught,  not  uninfpir'd,  to  fhine. 

By  Rcafon's  power  redrefs'd. 

When  Solon  and  Lycurgus  taught 
To  moralize  the  human  thought 

Of  mad  opinion's  maze, 
To  erring  zeal  they  gave  new  laws. 
Thy  charms,  O  Liberty,   the  caufc 

That  blends  congenial  rays. 

Bid  bright  Ajlj-ea  gild  the  morn. 
Or  bid  a  hundred  funs  be  born. 

To  hecatomb  the  year ; 
Without  thy  aid  in  vain  the  poles  ; 
In  vain  the  Zodiac   fyftem  rolls : 

In  vain  the  lunar  fphcre. 

Come,  faireft  princefs  of  the  throng. 
Bring  fweet  Philofophy  along 

In  metaphyfic  dreams ; 
While  raptur'd  bards  no  more  behold 
A  vernal  age  of  purer  gold 

In  Heliconian  ftreams. 

Drive 
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Diivc  ThialJcm,  with  malignant  hand, 
To  curfe  fome    other  deflia'd  land 

By  Folly  ltd  aftray  : 
lerne  bear  on  azure  wing  : 
Energic  let  her  foar,  and  fing 

Thy  univerfal  fway. 

So  when  Amphion  bade  the  lyre 
To  more  majcRic  found  afpire, 

Behold  the  madding  throng. 
In  wonder  and  oblivion  drown'd. 
To  fculpture  turn'dby  magic  found, 
And  petrifying  fong. 

THE    P  U  P  P  E  T^S  K  O  \V. 

THE  life  of  man  toreprefent. 
And  turn  it  all  to  ridicule, 
Wit  did  z pupppet-Jhoiv  invent, 
Where  the  chief  aiftor  is  a  fool. 

The  Gods  of  old  were  logs  of  wood. 
And  worfliip  was  to  puppets  paid. 

In  antic  drefs  the  idol  ftood. 
And  prieflis  and  people  bow'd  the  head. 

No  wonder  then,  if  art  began. 
The  fimple  votaries  to  frame. 
To  Ihape  in  ti?r.bcr  foolifhman, 
•   And  confecrate  the  block  to  fame. 


rom 
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From  hence  poetic  fancy  learn'd 

That  trees  might  rife  from  human  forms. 
The  body  to  a  trunk  be  turn'd, 

And  branches  iirue  from  the  arms. 

Thus  Dadal'.'.s  and  Ovid  too, 

That  man's  a  blockhead  have  confcfl, 

Powel  and  Stretch  [b]  the  hint  purfuc, 
Life  is  a- farce,   the  world  a  jeft. 

The  fame  great  truth  South  Sea  [r]  hath  prov'd 

On  that  fam'd  theatre,  the  alley ^ 
Where  thoufands  by  directors  mov'd, 

Are  now  fad  monuments  of  felly. 

What  Mcmtis  was  of  old  to  Jove, 

The  fame  a  Hcirleqidn  is  now  j 
The  former  was  buffoon  above 

The  latter  is  a  Punch  below. 

This  fleeting  fcene  is  but  a  ftage. 

Where  various  images  appear. 
In  different  parts  of  youth  and  age 

Alike  the  prince  and  peafant  ftiare. 

Some  draw  our  eyes  by  being  great, 

Falfc  pomp  conceals  mere  wood  within, 

And  leiiiflators  rang'd  in  ftate 
Are  oft  butwifdom  in  machine. 

[i]  Two  puppet-flio'.v  men. 

ft  1  Sec  the  posm  on  the  Sbu'.h-SiJ  p rojedl. 

A  fiock 
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A  ftock  may  chance  to  wear  a  crown. 

And  timber  as  a  lord  talce  place, 
A  flatue  may  put  on  a  frown 

And  cheat  us  with  a  thinking;  face. 


o 


Others  arc  blindly  led  away. 

And  made  to  ail  for  ends  unknown. 
By  the  mere  fpring  of  wires  they  play 

And  fpeak  in  language  not  their  own. 

Too  oft,  alas  !  a  fcoldino;  wife 
Ufurps  a  jolly  fellow's  throne, 

And  many  drink  the  cup  of  life, 
Mix'd  and  imbitter'd  by  a  "Joan^ 

In  fhort,  whatever  men  purfue 
Of  pleafure,  folly,  war,  or  love  ; 

This  mimic  race  brings  all  to  view, 
Alike  they  drefs,  they  talk,  they  move. 

Go  on,  great  Stretchy  with  artful  hand, 
Mortals  to  pleafe  and  to  deride; 

And  when  death  breaks  thy  vital  band, 
Thou  flialtput  on  tipuppet's  pride. 

Thou  fhalt  in  puny  wood  be  fliewn, 
Thy  image  fhall  preferve  thy  fame. 

Ages  to  come  thy  worth  fhall  own. 

Point  at  thy  limbs,  and  tell  thy  name. 


Tell 
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Tell  Tom  he  draws  z  farce  in  vain. 

Before  he  looks  in  nature's  glafs. 
Puns  cannot  form  a  witty  fcene. 

Nor  Pedantry  for  humour  pafs. 

To  make  men  aft  as  fcnfelefs  wood. 

And  chatter  in  a  myftic  ftrain, 
Is  a  mere  force  on  flefli  and  blood, 

And  Ihews  fome  error  in  the  brain. 

He  that  would  thus  refine  on  thee. 

And  turn  thy  ftage  into  a  fchool. 
The  jeft  of  Punch  will  ever  be, 

And  ftand  confeft  the  greater  fool. 

On    Psyche  [d], 

AT  two  afternoon  for  our  Pfyche  inquire. 
Her  tea-kettle's  on,  and  her  fmock  at  the 
fire  : 
So  loitring,  fo  aftive  ;  fo  bufy,  ib  idlej 
Which  hath  (he  moft  need  of,   a  fpur  or  a  bridle  ? 
Thus,   a   greyhound  out-runs  the  whole  pack  in  a 

race, 
Yet  would  rather  be  hang'd  than  he'd  leave  a  warnx 
place. 

\i\  Mrs.  SUan,  a  vary  ingenious  well-bred  lady,  vrifc  to  Mr.  Jtbn 
SicuTi,  an  eminent  Grocer  \a  Duliiin,  i 

VojL.  XIV.  R         '  She 
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She  gives  you  fuch  plenty,  it  puts  you  in  pain  ; 
But  ever  with  prudence  takes  care  of  the  main. 
To  pleafe  you,   (he    knows    how  to  chufe  a  nice 

bit  ; 
For  her  tafte  is  almoft  as  refin'd  as  her  wit. 
To    oblige    a    good  friend,   flic   will   trace  ev'ry 

market, 
It  would  do  your  heart  good,    to  fee  how  fhe  will 

cark  it. 
Yet  beware  of  her  arts,  for  it  plainly  appears. 
She  faves  half  her  viiSluals,  by  feeding  your  ears. 

To  Mrs  Houghton  of  BonmwUy  upon 
praifing  her  Hufband  to  Dr.  Swift. 

YO  U  always  are  making  a  God  of  your  fpoufe. 
But  this  neither  reafon  nor  confcience  al- 
lows ; 
Perhaps  you  will  fay,  'tis  in  gratitude  due. 

And  you  adore  him,  becaufc  he  adores  you. 
Your  argument's  weak,  and  fo  you  will  find. 
For  you,  by  this  rule,  muft  adore  all  mankind. 

On  the  Collar  of  Mrs.  Ding  ley's  Lap-dog. 


P 


RAY  fleal  me  not,  I'm  Mrs.  Dlnglefs^ 
Whofe    heart     in    this     four-footed     thing 
lies. 

^  ..  A  left- 
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A  left-handed  Letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan  [e], 

SIR, 

DE  L  A  N  Y  reports  it,    and  he  hns  a  flircwcl 
tongue, 

That  we  both  act  the  part  of  the   clown  and   the 
cow-dung  ; 

We  lye  cramming  ourfelves,  and  are  ready  to  burft, 

Yet  ftill  are  no  wifer,  than  we  were  at  tfirft. 

Pudet  haec  opprobria,  I  freely  muft  tell  ye, 

Et  dici  potuilte,  et  non  potuilfe  refelli. 

Tho'    D  E  L  A  N  Y  advis'd   you  to  plague  me   no 

longer. 

You  reply  and  rejoin  like  Hoadley  of  Bangor. 

I  mufl:  now,  atone  fitting,  pay  off  my  old  fcore  : 

How  many  to  anfwcr  ?   One,  two,  three,  four. 

But  becaufe  the  three  former  are  long  ago  paft, 

I  fhall,   for  method  filce,  begin  with  the  laft. 

You  treat  me  like  a  boy  that  knocks  down  his  foe, 

Who,  ere  t'other  gets  up,  demands  the  rifmg  blow. 

Yet  I  know  a  young  rogue,  that,  thrown   flat  on 

the  field, 

Would,  as  he  lay  under,  cry  out,  "  Sirrah,  yield :" 

So  the  French,   when  our    generals     foundly   did 

pay  'em. 

Went  triumphant  to  church,  and  fang  ftoutly  Te 

Deum  : 

[e]  All  the  humour  of  this  poem  is   loft,   b?  the   impodibilit)'  of 
printing  it  kft-handcd,  as  it  was  wrote. 

R  2  So 
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So  the  famous  Tom  I^  e  i  g  h,  when  quite  run 

a-ground, 
Comes  off  by  out-laughing  the  company  round. 
In  ev'ry  vile  pamphlet  you'll  read  the  fame  fancies. 
Having  thus  overthrown  all  our  further  advances. 
My  offers  of  peace  you  ill  underftood, 
Friend  Sheridan,  when  will  you  know  your  own 

good  ? 
'Twas   to  teach  you  in  moderate  language  your 

duty  ; 
For,  were  you  a  dog,  I  could  not  be  rude  t'ye. 
As  a  good  quiet  foul,  who  no  mifchief  intends, 
Toaquarrelfome  fellow,  cries,  "  Let  us  be  friends.'* 
But  we  like  Ant^us  and  Hercules  fight, 
The  oft'ner  you  fall,  the  oft'ncr  you  write  ; 
And  I'll  ufe  you  as  he  did  that  over-grown  clown, 
ril  firft  take  you  up,  and  then  take  you  down  : 
And     'tis  your   own    cafe,    for  you   never   can 

wound 
The  worft  dunce  in  your  fchool,  till  he's  heav'd 

from  the  ground. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  ufing  my  left  hand  j  but  I 
was  in  great  haftc,  and  the  other  hand  was 
employed  at  the  fame  time  in  writing  fome  let- 
ters of  bufmefs. 

Se.pt£mler  20,  1718. 

I  will 
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1  will  fend  vou  the  reft  when  I  have  lelfure  j 
but  pray  come  to  dinner  with  the  company 
you  met  here  lafl. 

Upon  flealing  a   Crown  when  the  Dean 
was  afleep» 

By    Dr.    SHERIDAN. 

DEAR  Dean,  fmceyou  In  fleepy  wife 
Have   op'd    your  mouth,    and  dos'd    your 
eyes  ; 
Like  Ghoft,  I  glide  along  your  floor. 
And  foftly  ftiut  the  parlour   door  : 
For  fliould  I  break  your  fweet  repcfe. 
Who  knows  what  money  you  might  lofe  f 
Since  oftentimes  it  has  been  found, 
A  dream  has  giv'n  ten  thoufand  pound. 
Then  fleep,    my  friend,  dear  Dean,  fleep  on, 
And  all  you  get  (hall  be  your  own  i 
Provided  you  to  this  agree, 
That  all  you  lofe  belongs  to  me. 

The  DEAN'S  Anfwer. 

SO,  about  twelve  at  night,   the  punk 
Steak  from  the  cully  when  he's  drunk  ; 
Nor  is  contented  with  a  treat. 
Without  her  privilege  to  cheat. 

R  2  ^'or 
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Nor  can  I  the  leaft  diff'rcnce  find. 

But  that  you  left  no  clap  behind. 

But,  jeft  apart,  reftore,  you  capon  ye. 

My  twelve  thirtcens  [/j  and  fix-pence  ha'penny. 

To  eat  my  meat,   and  drink  my  medlicot, 

And  then  to  give  me  fuch  a  deadly  cut — 

But 'tis  obferv'd,  that  men  in  govi'ns 

Arc  moft  inclin'd  to  plunder  crowns. 

Could  you  but  change  a  crown  as  eafy 

As  you  can  fteal  one,  how  'twould  plcafe  ye  ? 

I  thought  the  lady  [g]  at  St.  Cath''r'mes 

Knew  how  to  fet  you  better  patterns  ; 

For  this  I  will  not  dine  with  Jginondijham  [/:>], 

And  for  his  viduals  let  a  ragman  difli  'em. 

Saturday -Night. 


Probatur  al'iier. 

ALong-ear'd  beaft,  and  a  field-houfc  for  cat- 
tle, 
Among  the  coals  does  often  rattle. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  a  bird  that  prates. 
The  bridegrooms  firft  gift  to  their  mates, 

[/]  An  EngViftj  niillingpafTcih  for  thirteen  pence  \r\  Ireland. 
\g\  Ldt^Y  M'Mtcapcl. 

\h]  Agmondijkam  Frfty,  Efq}  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  for  wlipm 
ihtvjuthorhad  a  great  cfttcm. 

4  Is 
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Is  hy  all  pious  Chriftians  thought. 
In  clergymen  the  greateft  fault. 

A  lon'^-eai'd  beaft,  and  woman  of   Endor, 
If  your  wife  be  a  fcold,  that  will  mend  her. 

With  a  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  mcd'cine's  ufe. 
Cooks  make  their  fowl  look  tight  and  fpruce. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  holy  fable. 
Strengthens  the  fliocs  of  half  the  rabble. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  Rhenifli  wine. 
Lies  in  the  lap  of  ladies  fine. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  Flanders  college, 
Is  Dr.  2" /,  to  my  knowledge. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  bird  of  night, 
We  finners  arc  too  apt  to  flight. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  a  fhameful  vermin, 
A  judge  will  eat,  tho'  clad  in  ermin. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  Irijh  cart. 
Can  leave  a  mark  and  give  a  fmart. 

A  lono--ear'd  beaft  in  mud  to  lie. 
No  bird  in  air  fo  fvvift  can  fly. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft  and  a  fputt'ring  old  whig, 
I  wifti  he  were  in  it  and  dancing  a  jig. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  liquor  to  write. 
Is  a  damnable  fmell  both  morning  and  night. 

R  4  A  long- 
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A  long-ear'd  beaft,   and  the  child  of  a  flieep. 
At  whift  they  will  malce  a  defperate  fweep. 

A  beaft  long-ear'd,  and  'till  midnight  you  ftay. 
Will  cover  a  houfe  much  better  than  clay. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  the  drink  you  love  beft. 
You   call  him  a  floven  in  earneft  or  jeft. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  the  fixteenth  letter, 
I'd  not  look  at   all,  unlefs  I  look'd  better. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft  give  me,  and  eggs   unfound. 
Or  elfe  I  will  not  ride  one  inch  of  ground. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  another  name  for  jeer. 
To  ladies  (kins  there  is  nothing  comes  fo  near. 

A  long-ear'cj  beaft,  and  kind  noife  of  a  cat. 
Is  ufeful  in  journies  j  take  notice  of  that. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  what  feafons  your  beefs 
On  fuch  an  occafion  the  law  gives  relief. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  a  thing  that  force  muft  drive 


in. 


Bears  up  his  houfe,    that's  of  his  own  contriving. 

To  a  Fi-iend,  who  had  been  much  abufed  in 
many  different  Libels. 

THE  greateft  monarch  may  be  ftabb'd  by  night. 
And  fortune  help  the  murd'rer  in  his  flight  j 
The  vileft  ruffian  may  commit  a  rape. 
Yet  fafe  from  iniur'd  innocence  «fcape  ; 

And 
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And  calumny,  by  working  under  ground. 
Can,    unreveng'd,  the  greateft  merit  wound. 

What's  to  be  done  ?  Shall  wit  and  learning  chufe 
To  live  obfcurc,  and  have  no  fame  to  lofe  ? 
Py  cenfure  frighted  out  of  honour's  road. 
Nor  dare  to  ufe  the  gifts  by  hcav'n  beftow'd  ; 
Or  fearlefs  enter  in  thro'  virtue's  gate. 
And  buy  diltindion  at  the  deareft  rate  ? 

ON      NOISY      TO     U. 

—      ^i  promlttit^  cives,  urbem,  ftbl  ciira:^ 
Jmperium  fore-,  et  Italiam^  et  delubra  Deorum  \ 
0UO  patre  fit  natus,  num  ignota  matre  itihofie/Ius^ 
Omnes  mot  ales  curare^  et  quarere  cogit. 
Tune  Syriy  Dames ^  aiit  Dionyfi  filius  aiides 
Dejicere  e  faxo  civesy  aut  tradere  Cadmo  ? 

HoR.  Lib.  i.  Sat.  vi.  vcr.  34---39. 

Tranflated  literally. 

WHOEVER  promifeth  (in  the  fenatc)  to 
take  the  city  (of  Rome)  and  the  citizens 
Tinder  his  care,  nay,  the  whole  empire,  Italy, 
and  the  temples  of  the  gods ;  fuch  a  man  com- 
pelleth  all  mortals  curiouOy  to  enquire  from 
what  father  he  fprung,  and  whether  his  mother 
were  fome  obfcure  dilhonourable  female.  (The 
people  would  cry  out)  What,  thou,  the  fon  of 
2  Cyrus, 
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Cyrus  •,  or  Damas  *,  or  Dictiyfms  *,  darcft  thou 
caft  our  citizens  down  the  Tarpeian  rock,  or  de- 
liver them  prifoners  to  Cadmus  f  ? 

PARAPHRASED. 

IF    noify  Tom  (i)  fliould  in  the  S-n-te  prat?. 
That  he  would  anfwer  both  for  church  and 
ftate  ; 
And,  further  to  demonftrate  his  afFedion, 
Would  take  the  kingdom  into  his  protecSlion  : 
All  mortals  muft  be  curious  to  enquire. 
Who  could  this  coxcomb  be,  and  who  his  fire  ? 
What !   thou,  the  fpawn  of  him   (2)  v/ho  fiiam'd 

our  ifle. 
That  traitor,  afTaJTIn,  informer  vile. 
Though  by  the  female  fide  (3)  you  proudly  bring, 
To  mend  your  breed,  the  murderer  of  a  king  ; 
What  was  thy  grandfire  (4)  but  a  mountaineer. 
Who  held  a  cabin  for  ten  groats  a  year  ; 

*  Ufiial  names  of  flavcs  at  Rome, 

-f-  Cadmus  was  a  +i6lor,  an  officer  who  fcizcd  on  criminals,  like  u 
conftablc,  or  mcnengcr  of  the  H  of  C . 

( 1 )  Sir  Tbomas  P . 

(2)  The  father  of  Sir  7hcmai  *  *  *  *^  who  engaged  in  a  plot  to 
murder  king /^/V/iiim  III ;  but,  to  avoid  being  hanged,  turned  infor- 
mer againft  his  anbciates,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  a  good 
cftate,  and  made  a  baronet. 

(3)  C—d — g-—ns  family, 

(4)  A  poor  thieving  cottager  under  Mr.  Mosre,  condemned  at  C/oii- 
meU  AlTizci  to  bi;  banged  for  Healing  cow:. 

Whofe 
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Whofe  maftcr,  A'horc  (5),  prcfcrv'd   him  from  the 

halter, 
For  ftealing  cows,  nor  could  he  read  the  pfaltcr  ? 
Durfl:  thou,  ungrateful,  from  the  S — n — te  chace 
Thy  founder's  grandfon  (6),  and  ufurp  his  place  ? 
Juft  heaven  !   to  fee  the  dunghill  baftard   brood 
Survive  in  thee,  and  make  the  proverb  good  (7). 
Then  vote  a  w^orthy  citizen  (8)  to  jail. 
In  fpite  of  juftice,   and  rcfufe  his  bail. 

(5)  The  grandfather  of  Guy  Moore,  Efq;  who  procured  him  a 
pardon. 

(6)  Guy  Mcore  was  fairly  clcdlcd  member  of  Parliament  for  C/c/.-wc//; 
but  Sir  Thomas,  depending  upon  his  intereft  with  a  certain  t-arty  then 
prevailing,  and  fince  known  by  the  title  of  Parfcn-buntcrs,  petitioned 
the  houfc  againft  him,  out  of  which  he  was  turned  upon  pretence  of 
bribery,  which  the  paying;  of  his  lawful  debts  was  then  voted  to  be. 

(7)  "  Save  a  thief  from  the  gallows,   and  he  will  cut  your  throat." 

(8)  Mr.  George  F-iulknci-y  a  very  honed  errtinent  primer  in  Dublin, 
who  was  voted  to  Niivgate  upon  a  ridiculous  complaint  of  one  fcrjc^nt 
JBettefivorlb. 


It 
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//  is  well  knoxvn^  that  ^ieen  Anne  had  nom'mated. 
Dr.  Swift  to  an  Eiiglifh  biJJjopricky  which  was  op- 
pofed  hy  Dr.  Sharp,  archhifoop  of  York,  and  the 
dutchefs  of  Somerfet,  vjbo  had  prevailed  on  his 
grace  to  go  with  her  to  the  queen  to  lay  afidc  the  no- 
mination^ which  her  majcjly  refufed ;  but^  the  dutch- 
efs falling  on  her  knees^  and  fijewing  the  following 
prophecy  to  her  majefly^  the  bifnoprick  was  given  ta 
another.  See  the poeni^  The  Author  on  himfelf, 
vol.  vii.  p.  II. 

The    Wind/or    Prophecy. 

About  three  months  ago,  ?it  IVindfor,  a  poor 
"knight's  widow  was  buried  in  the  Cloyfters.  In 
digging  the  grave,  the  fexton  ftruck  againft  a  fmall 
leaden  coffer,  about  half  a  foot  in  length,  and 
four  inches  wide.  The  poor  man,  expecting  he 
had  difcovered  a  treafure,  opened  it  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty ;  but  found  only  a  fmall  parchment,  rolled 
up  very  fall,  put  into  a  leather  cafe  j  which  cafe 
was  tied  at  the  top,  and  feaied  with  a  St.  George, 
the  impreflion  on  black  wax,  very  rude  and  go- 
thic.  The  parchment  was  carried  to  a  gentleman 
of  learning,  who  found  in  it  the  following  lines, 
written  in  a  black  old  Englijh  letter,  and  in  the 
orthography  of  the  age,  which  feemsto  be  about  two 
hundred  years  ago.  1  made  a  (hlft  to  obtain  a  copy 
of  iti  but   the   tranfcriber,  I  find,   hath  in  many 

parts 
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parts  altered  the  fpelling  to  the  modern  way.    The 
original,  as  I  am  informed,  is   now  in   the  hands 

'of  the  ingenious  Dr.  IF- ,  F.  R.  S.  where,   I 

fuppofe,   the  curious  will  not  be  relufed  the  fatis- 
faction  of  feeing  it. 

The  lines  feem  to  be  a  fort  of  prophec)',  and 
written  in  veifc,  as  old  prophecies  ufually  are,  but 
in  a  very  hobbling  kind  of  meafure.  Their  mean- 
ing is  very  dark,  if  it  be  any  at  all ;  of  which  the 
learned  reader  can  judge  better  than  I  :  however 
it  be,  feveral  perfons  were  of  opinion,  that  they 
deferved  to  be  publifticd,  both  as  they  difcover 
fomewhat  of  the  genius  of  a  former  age,  and  may 
be  an  amufement  to  the  prcfent. 

"  When  a  holy  black  Swede  [t],  the  fon  of  Bob^ 
With  z  faint  at  his  chin,  and  a^^a/  at  his  fob  : 
Shall  not  fee  one  [u]  New-years-day  in  that  year. 
Then  let  old  Enghnd  make  good  chear : 
JV'indfor  and  Brijiow  then  fhall  be 
Joined  together  \ni\\e  Loiv-Countree. 
Then  (hall  the  tall  black  [x]  Deventry  Bird 
Speak  againfl:  peace  right  many  a  word  ; 

[r]  Dr.  Robinfon,  bifhop  of  Brijiol,  was  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
at  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

[«]  There  was  eleven  days  difference  between  the  Old  and  Ntw 
ftyle,  the  latter  received  at  Utrtcht  before  this  Biihcp  went  thither, 
but  which  did  not  take  place  in  Great-Britain  and  L\land,  until  Sept. 
2,  1752,  when  eleven  days  were  omitted,  and  the  next  day  was  called 
^eft.  13.  TheBiihop  therefqje  fet  out  from  England  before  Jan,  i, 
O.  S. 

fir]  Earl  of  Nutiingbam, 

And 
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And  fome  fliall  admire  his  conying  wit, 

F'or  many  good  groats  his  tongue  fliall  flit. 

But,  fpight  of  the  Harpy  [y]  that  craivls  on  all  four. 

There  fliall  be  peace,  pardie,  and  war  no  more. 

But  England  muft  cry  alack  and  wcll-a-day, 

Jf  the  Stick  be  taken  from  the  dead  Sea. 

And,    dear  England^  if  aught  I  underftand. 

Beware  of  Carrots  from  Northumberland  [z]. 

Carrots  fown  Thynnc  [a]  a  deep  root  may  get. 

If  fo  be  they  are  in  Sommer  fet  : 

Their  [h]  Ccnyngs  mark  thou,  for  I  have  been  told. 

They  ajj'ajftne  when  young,  and  poifon  when  old. 

Root  out  thefe  Carrots,  O  thou  [c]^  whofe  name 

Is  backwards  and  forwards  always  the  fame ; 


\ yl  Duke  oi  Marlborough. 

[z.']  Lady  Ellxabctb  Percy,  fole  dauglitcr  and  heir  of  'Jocd'ine  Percy^ 
fK\o{  NonbumbcrLtnil,  was  married  to  Charks  Seymour,  duke  of  S»- 
tKcrfct. 

fa]  Thoinai  Thynne,  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  very  great  cftatc,  wii« 
Vkas  courting  the  ahove  lady,  after  the  death  of  her  firfl:  hufband 
lltiuy  Cai'cndljh,  larl  of  Og!c,  only  (on  to  Henry  duke  of  Neivcajlle, 
who  died  before  he  was  of  age  to-cohabit  with  her,  being  fet  upon 
Inxhc  Hay-Market,  London,  was  murdered  by  Count  Contngfniark,  a 
Volijlj  nobleman  (who  paid  his  addrcllls  to  this  lady,  but  was  refufed) 
and  two  ruffians,  who  fhot  Mr.  Thynr.c  in  his  coach.  The  count 
tnade  his  efcape,  but  the  others  were  hanged.  There  is  a  monument 
\nH\JimlnJ}er-Abb,y,  created  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Thynnc,  upon  an 
entablature  of  which  this  tranfaftion  <A  his  murder  is  rcprefented. 

[h"]  Count  Coningfmark. 

\c]ylnna  Rejina. 

And 


I 


SEVERAL   OCCASIONS.    255 
Andkccjiclofe  to  thee  always  that  name^ 
Which  [i]  backwards  and  forwards  is  alnioll  the 

fame. 
And,  Englondy   wouldft  thou  be  happy  flill. 

Bury  thofe  Carrots  under  a  [^ ]  Hill. 

VERSES  occ'cifioncd  by  die  fudJen  drying 
up  of  St.  Patrick's  Well  near  Trinity- 
College,  Dublin,  in  1726. 

BY  holy  zeal  infpir'd,  and  led  by  fame  [/"]» 
To  thee,  once  fav'rite  ifle,  with  joy  I  came  ; 
What  time  the  Goth^  the  Vandal^  and  the  Hnn^ 
Had  my  own  native  Italy  \_g\  o'cr-run, 
lerne^  to  the  world's  remoteft  parts, 
Rcnown'd  for  valour  [/>],  policy,  and  arts. 

[^jLadyMj/'.tw. 

\e\  Lady  AJ^iJIjam's  maiden  name  was  Hill. 

[  /■]  Fcjliis  A-vienui  flouriflied  in  370.  See  his  poem  Di  orit 
Mjritieiis,  where  he  ufcs  this  cxprcflion  concerning /;Wi»«(/,  "Intuit 
"  facra  et  (ic  Infulam  dixere  prifcj ;  eamque  late  Gcni  Hibcrnoruni 
"  colit," 

[  f  ]  ^'''(y  '^^'•'^  ^^^  properly  the  native  place  of  St.  Patrick,  but  the 
place  of  his  education,  and  whence  he  received  his  million  ;  and 
becaufehe  had  his  new  birth  there,  hence,  by  poetical  licence,  and  bv 
Icripture-figure,  our  author  calls  that  country  his  native  lu/y. 

[b^yuliui  HoHtiKs,  who  lived  about  the  time  of  Tdc/ri/j,  in  the  yesr 
So,  Chap.  21.  fpeakingof  the  Irijh  as  a  w.irlike  nation,  fays,  that  the 
wives  in  Ireland,  when  delivered  of  a  fon,  give  the  child  its  firll  food 
off  the  point  of  their  hufbnnd's  fword.  "  Pu^-rpera,  ft  quando  marera 
"cJidit,  primos  Cibos  Gladio  imponit  mariti,  inquc  os  Parvuli  lum- 
"  mo  mucrone  aufpicium  alimcntorum  leviter  infert  et  gentilibus  votis 
♦'  optat,  non  alittr  quam  in  hello  et  inter  arma  mortem  oppetat." 
Ag:«in,  "  Prajcipua  viris  gloria  eft  in  armoruiH  tutela." 

Hither 
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Hither  from  Colchos  [^],  with  thy  fleecy  ore, 
yofon  arrived  two  thou  fan  d  years  before. 
Thee  [/J,  happy  ifland,    Pallas  call'd  her  own. 
When  haughty  Britain  was  a  land  unknown  : 
From  thee,  with  pride,  the  Caledonians  [k]  trace 
The  glorious  founder  of  their  kingly  race: 

Pefydore  Vcrg'tl  i^iys,  they  were  diftinguiflied  for  their  (kill  in  mu- 
fick.  *'  Hiberni  funt  mullcae  peritiflimi."  So  Giraldui  Cambrenjls^-vehn 
was  preceptor  to  king  yoA«,  in  his  Toj>ograj>hia  Hitemia,  chap.  ii. 
"  In  muficis  folum,  pr«  onuii  nationc  quam  vidimus,  incomparabiliter 
"  eftinftru£la  gens  haec." 

[b]  Orpheus,  or  the  antient  author  of  the  Greek  poem  on  the  Argt- 
K»utic  expedition,  whoever  he  be,  fays  that  Jafon,  who  manned  the 
fliip  Argts  at  TheJJ'aly,  failed  to  Ireland.  And  Adrlanui  Junius  fays 
the  fame  thing  in  thefe  lines. 

Ilia  ego  fum  Graiis,  olim  glacialis  lerne 
Di£ta,    et  Jafonia:  puppis  bene  cognita  nautis. 

[;]  Tacitus,  in  the  life  of  Julius  Agricola,  fays,  that  the  harbours  of 
Ireland,  on  account  of  their  commerce,  were  better  known  to  the 
world,  than  thofe  of  Britain.  "  Solum,  ccclumque,  ct  ingenia  cultuf- 
"  que  hominum,  haud  multum  a  Britannia  ditferunt ;  melius  aditus, 
"  portufque  per  commercia  et  negotiatores  cogniti." 

[k'\  Fordun,  in  his  Scoti  Cbronicon,  HeExir  Boetbius,  Buchanan,  and 
all  the  Scotch  hiftorians  agree,  that  Fergus,  (on  of  Ferquard  king  of 
Ireland,  was  the  firft  king  of  Scotland,  which  country  he  fubducd  : 
that  he  began  to  reign  330  years  before  the  Chriftian  sera  ;  and  in  re- 
turning to  vifit  his  native  countiy,  was  fliipwrecked  on  thofe  rocks  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  which  from  that  accident  have  been  fince 
named  Carrickfergus.  His  defcendants  reigned  after  him  in  Scotland^ 
for  the  crown  was  fettled  on  him  and  his  lineal  fucceflbrs.  See  the 
Lft  of  the  kings  of  Scotland  in  Heclor  B*ethius  and  George  Buchanan, 
which  begins  thus  :  "  i.  Fergufius  primus  Scotorum  rex,  filius  Fer- 
"  quardi  regis  Hibcrniae,  regnare  incepit  anno  ante  Chrifti  Servatoris 
"  in  carnem  aJventum  trccentcCmo  trigefimo.  Regnavit  annis  xxv, 
"  ct  naufragio  pcriit  ad  Scopulum  Fcrgufis  (Cragfcrgus  vernacule)  in 
"  mari  Hibcrniz." 

The  Irijh  language  and  habit  are  ftill  retained  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Scetlar.d,  where  the  Ui^Llandcrs  fpcdk  the   Irijh  tongue,  and  ufe 

Thy 
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Thy  martial  fons,  whom  now  they  dare  defpife. 
Did  once  their  land  fubdue  and  civilize: 
Their  drefs,  their  language,  and  the  Scottijh  namtj 
Confefs  the  foil  from  whence  the  vidlors  came. 
Well  may  they  boaft  that  antient  blood,  which 

runs, 
Within  their  veins,  who  are  thy  younger  fons, 
A  conqueft  and  a  colony  from  thee, 
The  mother-kingdom  left  her  children  free  ; 
From  thee  no  mark  of  flavery  they  felt. 
Not  fo  with  thee    thy  bafe  invaders  dealt ; 
Invited  here  to  vengeful  MorroiigVs  aid  [^], 
Thofe  whom  they  could  not   conquer,   they  be- 

tray'd. 
Britain^  by  thee  we  fell,  ungrateful  ide  ! 
Not  by  thy  valour,    but  fuperior  guile  ; 

their  antient  drcfs.  As  to  the  name  Scothnti,  Camdeit  it  Ulhermt 
mentions  it  from  the  authority  of  Ifdore  and  Beda,  that  they  called  Ire- 
land Scotia,  and  that  Scotland  was  termed  Scotia  a  Scotis  Jncolis,  et  indt 
Scotia  mmen  cum  Scotii  in  Britanniam  nojiram  commigrajfe,  Bede,  Lib. 
i.  cap.  I.  fays,  Hiberr.ia  f>rcf>ria  Scctorum palria, 

[g]  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  Dermot  M'Morrough,  Iclnj  of 
Leinjier,  being  deprived  of  his  kingdom  by  Roderick  O'Connor,  king 
of  Connaugbt,  he  invited  the  £«^///Z>  over  as  auxiliaries,  and  promifci 
Richard  Stranghoto,  carl  of  Pembroke,  his  daughter,  and  all  his  do- 
minions as  a  portion.  By  this  aflifbnce  M'Morrough  recovered  liis 
crown,  and  Strangbciv  hccame  poffeflcd  of  all  Leinjier.  After  this, 
more  forces  being  fcnt  into  Ireland,  the  EngUp  became  powerful 
here  ;  and  when  Henry  II.  arrived,  the  Irijh  princes  fubmitted  to  his 
g<jvernment,  and  began  to  »fc  the  EngliJ}}  laws. 

Vol.  XIV.  S  Bntaln, 
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Britain^  with    fhame  confefs  this  land  of  mine  [^h'] 
Firll  taught  thee  human  knowledge  and  divine ; 
My  prelates  ar.d  my.ftudcnts,  font  from  hence, 
Made  your  Tons  converts  both  to  God  andfenfe: 
Not  like  the  paftors  of  thy  rav'nous  breed, 
Who  come  to  fleece  the  flocks,  and  not  to  feed. 

Wretched  lerne!  with   what  grief  I  fee 
The  fatal  changes  time  hath  made  in  thee  ! 

ffi]  %i,  Patrick  VTweA  \n  Ireland  in  \hc  year  43  t,  and  complet- 
ed the  converfion  of  the  natives,  which  had  been  begun  by  Pallad'ms 
and  others.  And  as  bifliop  Nkbolfon  obferves,  (who  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  contents  of  all  the  anticnt  hiftories  of  both  king- 
doms than  any  man  of  the  age)  Ireland  foon  became  the  fountain 
of  learning,  to  which  all  the  Weftern  Chriftans,  as  well  as  the 
ErgDJh,  had  recourfe,  not  only  for  inftrudlions  in  the  principles 
of  religion,  but  in  ail  forts  of  literature  5  'v'tx.  Legcnd'i  et  Scholajl'i- 
ctf  Eruditknis gratia.  For  within  a  century  after  the  death  of  St,  Pa- 
trick, the  Irijh  feminaries  of  learning  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
liioft  parts  of  Europe  fent  hither  their  children  to  be  educated,  and 
had  from  hence  both  their  Biihops  and  Do(flort.  See  the  venerable 
Bede,  an  Englljh  hiilorian  of  undoubted  credit,  Hift,  Ecclef.  Lib. 
lii.  cap.  4,  7,  10,  II,  27.  Among  other  Ir'ip  apoftles,  he  fays. 
Saint  C'jlumb  converted  all  the  Pi£is,  and  many  other  Britons ;  and 
that  Saint  j^idan  was  the  Inftruftor  of  king  Ofivald's  Saxon  fubjefts 
in  Chriflianity.  Camden  in  Ilibemia  writes  ;  "  fubfequente  astate  Sco- 
,"  ticis  monarchis  nihil  fandius,  nihil  eruditius  fuerit,  ct  in  univar- 
_"  fam  Europam  fandtiflimoirum  virorum  examina  emiferint."  He 
fays  farther,  that  they  not  only  repaired  to  Ireland,  as  to  the  mart 
of  learning,  but  alfo  brought  from  thence  even  the  form  of  their  let- 
ters :  "  Anglcfaxones  etiam  nfcftri  ilia  aetate  in  Hiberniam  tanquam 
**  ad  bonarum  literarum  mercaturam  undique  confluxerunt  j  unde  de 
"  viris  fanftis  faepiffime  in  noftris  fcriptoribus  legitur  }  amandatus 
"  eft  ad  difcipllnam  in  Hiberniam.  Indequc  noflrates  Saxones  ratio- 
"  nem  formandi  litcras  acccpiflb  vidcantur,  quum  eodcja  plane  cha- 
<'  ra^cre  ufi  fuerint,  qui  hodie  Hibcrnicit  c(l  in  ufu." 

The 
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The  Chrlftian  rites  I  introduc'd  in  vain  :. 
Lo  !    Infidelity   return'd  again. 
Freedom  and  virtue  in  thy  fons  I  found. 
Who  now  in  vice  and  flavery  are  drown'd. 

By  faith  and  prayer,  this  crofier  in  my  hand, 
I  drove  the  venom'd  ferpent  from  thy  land  ; 
The  fhepherd  in  his  bower  might  fleep  or  fing  [/], 
Nor  dread  the  adder's  tooth,  rtor  fcorpion's  fling. 

With  omens  oft  I  ftrove  to  warn  thy  fwains. 
Omens,  the  types  of  thy  impending  chains. 
I  fent  the  magpye  from  the  Britijh  foil. 
With  reftlefs  beak  thy  blooming  fruit  to  fpoil ; 
To  din  thine  ears  with  unharmonious  clack. 
And  haunt  thy  holy  walls  in  white  and  black. 
What  elfe  are  thofe  thou  feeft  in  bifhop's  gecr. 
Who  crop  the  nurferics  of  learning  here  I 
Afpiring,  greedy,  full  of  fenfclefs  prate. 
Devour  the  church,  and  chatter  to  theftate. 

As  you  grew  more  degenerate  and  bafe, 
1  fent  you  millions  of  the  croaking  race; 
Emblems  of  infedls  vile,  who  fpread  their  fpawn 
Through  all  thy  land,  in  armour,  fur,  and  lawn  j 

[i]  There  are  no  fnakes,  vipers,  or  toads  in  Ireland ;  and  even 
frogs  were  not  known  here  until  about  the  year  1700.  See  Vol.  xvi. 
p.  271,  The  roagpyes  came  a  Aort  time  btfere,  ajwl  the  Ntnuay  ratt 
fincc. 

S  2  .  A  nau- 
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A  naufcous  brood,  that  fills  your  fenate  walls. 
And  in  the  chambers  of  your  viceroy  crawls. 

See,  where  the  new-devouring  vermin  runs. 
Sent  in  my  anger  from  the  land  of  Huns  j 
With  harpy  claws  it  undermines  the  ground. 
And  fudden  fpreads  a  numerous  oiFspring  round. 
Th'  amphibious  tyrant,  with  his  rav'nous  band. 
Drains  all  thy  lakes  of  filh,  of  fruits  thy  land. 

Where  is  the  holy  well,  that  bore  my  name  ? 
Fled  to  the  fountain  back,  from  whence  it  came ! 
Fair  Freedom's    emblem   once,    which  fmoothly 

flows, 
And  blefllngs  equally  on  all  beflows. 
Here  from  the  i.eighbouring  [^]  nurfery  of  arts, 
The  ftudents  drinking,  rais'd  their  wit  and  parts  ; 
Here,  for  an  age  and  more,  improv'd  their  vein. 
Their  Phcebus  I,  my  fpring  their  H'lppocrene. 
Difcourag'd  youths,  now  all  their  hopes  muft  fail, 
Condemn'd.  to  country  cottages  and  ale; 
To  foreign  prelates  make  a  flavifh  court. 
And  by  their  fweat  procure  a  mean  fupport; 
Or,  for  the  claflicks  read  th'  attorney's  guide  j 
CoUccl  excife,  or  wait  upon  the  tide. 

Oh  !  had  I  been  apoftle  to  the  Swifs, 
Or  hardy  Scot,  or  any  land  but  this  j 

[k]  The  univerfity  of  Dublin,  called  7rimrj  College,  was  founded 
\y  <[yi*tn  ElixMitth  in  1^9^* 

Com- 
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Combin'd  in  arms,  they  had  their  foes  dcfy'd. 
And  kept  their  liberty,  or  bravely  dy'd. 
Thou  ftill  with  tyrants  in  fucceflion  curft, 
The  laft  invaders  trampling  on  the  firft: 
Nor  fondly  hope  for  fome  reverfe  of  fate, 
Virtue  herfelf  would  now  return  too  late. 
Not  half  thy  courfe  of  mifery  is  run. 
Thy  greateft  evils  yet  are  fcarce  begun. 
Soon  fli all  thy  fons,  the  time  isjuft  at  hand, 
Be  all  made  captives  in  their  native  land  ; 
When,  for  the  ufe  of  no  Hibernian  born. 
Shall  rife  one  blade  of  grafs,  one  ear  of  corn  ; 
When  fhells  and  leather  {hall  for  money  pafs. 
Nor  thy  opprefUng  lords  [/J  afford  thee  brafs. 
But  all  turn  leafers  to  that  [m]  morigril  breed. 
Who  from  thee  fprung,  yet  on  thy  vitals  feed  ; 
Who  to  yon  rav'nous  ifle  thy  trcafurcs  bear. 
And  wafte  in  luxury  thy  harvefts  there  ; 
For  pride  and  ignorance  a  proverb  grown, 
The  jeft  of  wits,  and  to  the  court  unknown. 

I  fcorn  thy  fpurious  and  degeii'rate  line. 
And  from  this  hour  my  patronage  refign. 

[/]  WeoiT,  ruinous  projcft  afainft  the  people  of  IrdarJ  was  fup- 
portcd  by  Sir  Rcbtrt  iValpelc  in  1724. 

[m]  The  abfontces,  who  fpend  the  ij\com«  ef  tb«lr  Jnjh  «llatt;s,  pla- 
ces, and  pcnfions,  in  England. 
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To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Jack§on,  to,  be 
humbly  prefented  by  Mr.  Sheridan  ia 
Perfon,  with  Refpe£l,  Care,  and  Speedi 

To  be  delivered  by  and  with  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Dear  Dan, 

HE  R  E  I  return  my  truft,  nor  afk 
One  penny  for  remittance  j 
If  I  have  w^ell  perform'd  my  tafk. 
Pray  fend  pie  an  acquittance. 

Too  long  I  bore  this  weighty  pack. 

As  Hercules  the  fky  ; 
Now  take  him  you,  Dan  Atlas^  back. 

Let  me  be  ftander-by. 

Not  all  the  witty  things  you  fpeak. 

In  compafs  of  a  day; 
Not  half  the  puns  you  make  a  week, 

Should  bribe  his  longer  flay. 

With  me  you  left  him  out  at  nurfc, 

Yet  are  you' not  my  debtor. 
For,  as  he  hardly  can  be  worfe, 

I  ne'er  could  make  him  better. 


He 
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He  rhimes  and  puns,  and  puns  and  rhimcs, 

Juft  as  he  did  before  ; 
And  when  he's  laOi'd  a  hundred  times. 

He  rhimcs  and  puns  the  more. 

When  rods  are  laid  on  fchool-boys  bums. 

The  more  they  frifk  and  fkip  : 
The  fchool-boy's  top  but  louder  hums. 

The  more  they  ufe  the  whip. 

Thus,  a  lean  beaft  beneath  a  load, 

(A  beaftof  Irijh  breed) 
Will,  in  a  tedious,  dirty  road. 

Outgo  the  prancing  fteed. 

You  knock  him  down  and  down  in  vain. 

And  lay  him  flat  before  ye  ; 
For,  foon  as  he  gets  up  again. 

He'll  ftrut  and  cry,  Vi^oria  !  » 

At  ev'ry  ftroke  of  mine,  he  fell, 
'    'Tis  true  he  roar'd  and  cry'd  \ 
But  his  impenetrable  (hell 
Could  feel  no  harm  befide. 

The  tortoife  thus,  with  motion  flow, 

Will  clamber  up  a  wall ; 
Yet,  fenfelefs  to  the  hardeft  blow. 

Gets  nothing  but  a  fall. 

S  4  pear 
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Dear  Daity  then,  why  (hould  you,  or  I, 

Attack  his  pericrany  ? 
^nd  fince  it  is  in  vain  to  try. 

We'll  fend  him  to  Delany. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

I^can  Toniy  when  I  faw  him,  laft  week,  on  his  horfe 

awry, 
Threat'n'd  loudly  to  turn  me  to  ftone  with  his  for- 

cery. 
But,  I  think,  little  Dan,  that  in  fpite  of  what  our 

foe  fays. 
He  will  find  I  read  Ovid,  and  his  metamorphoris. 
For  omitting  the  firft  (where  I  make  a  comparir 

fon. 
With  a  fort  of  allufion  to  Putbnd  or  Harrifon) 
Yet,  by  my  defcription,  you'll  find  he  in  fhort  is, 
A  pack  and  a  garran,  a  top  and  a  tortoife. 
So  I  hope  from  hence  forward,  you  ne'er  will  afk, 

can  I  maul 
This  teazing,  conceited,  rude,  infolent  animal  ? 
And  if  this  rebuke  might  turn  to  his  benefit, 
(For  I  pity  the  man)  I  fhould  then  be  glad  of  it. 


A  Copy 
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/V   Copy   of  a   Copy  of   Verfes  from 
Thomas    Sheridan,  Clerk,  to 

George  Nim-Dan-Dean,    Efq; 

Written  July    15th,   1721,   at  Night  [5]. 

I'D  have  you  t'  know  George,   Dan,  Dean,  and 
Nim, 
That  I've  learned  how  verfe  t'  compofe  trim. 
Much  better  b'half  th'n  you,  n'ryou,  n'r  him 
And  th't  I'd  rid'cule  their,  'nd  our  flam  Aim, 
Ay'  b't  then,  p'rhaps  fays  you,  t's  a  m'rry  whim 
With  'bundance  of  marlc't  notes  i'th'  rim. 
So  th't  I  ought  n't  for  t'  be  morofe  'nd  t'  look  grim. 
Think  n't  your  'p'ftle  put  m'  in  a  meagrim  ; 
Though,  'nrept't  t'on  day,  I'appear  ver'  Aim, 
Th'  laft  be  "I't  Heljharns  did  m'  head  t'  fwim. 
So  th't  I  h'd  man'  aches  n'  'v'ry  fcrubb'd  limb, 
Caufc  th'  top  of  th'  bowl  I'h'd  oft  us'd  t'  fkim  ; 
And  b'des  [6]  D'lan     fwears  th't   I'h'd  fvvall'w'd 
f'v'rl   brim- 

I  Ccotge  Rochfort,  Efq; 

Z  His  brother  John  Roctfvit,  called  Nim,  becaufc  he  was  a  great 
hunter,  from  N'tmrod. 

3  The  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Jackjon. 

4  Dr.  Sivift,  dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 

5  Sec  an  anfwer  to  thcfc  verfes  in  Vol.  VII.  p.  34S.  And  fome 
other  flights  of  fancy,  in  confequtncc  of  them,  Vol.  XVIIi,  p.  101 
—  109. 

6  Dr.  Delany, 

mers. 
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mcrs,  'nd  that  my  vis'ge's  cov'r'd   o'er  with  r'd 

pirn-  .. 

pies :  m'r'o'er  though  m'  fcull  were  (s'tis  n't)  's 

ftrong  tim- 
ber, 't  muft  have  ak'd.    Th'  clans  of  th'  c'llcdge 

Sanh'drim, 
pres'nt  th'r  humbl'  and  'fe£t'nate  refpe6ls ;  that's 

t'fay,    D'lan,    'chlin,    P,    Ludl\    Die   St'warty 
■  ITlJhamy  capt'n  Frr'  Walmji'nd,  longfti'nks  [«] 

Timm, 

A  Dialogue  between  an  eminent  Lawyer  [o], 
and  Dr.  Swift,  D.  S.  P.  D.  Being  an  Al- 
lufion  to  the  Firfl  Satyr  of  the  Second 
Book  of  Horace. -^Sunt  qui  bus  in  Saiyra, 
Re- 
written February,   1728. 

SINCE  there  are  perfons  wh©  complaia 
There's  too  much  fatyr  in  my  vein^ 
That  I  am  often  found  exceeding 
The  rules  of  raillery  and  breeding. 
With  too  much  freedom  treat  my  betters. 
Not  fparing  even  men  of  letters  : 

[■«]  Mr.  Stofford  of  Finglas,   minlfter  of  that  pari/Ji,  afterwards 
tiffiop  of  Cloyne. 

[a]  Mr.  L'mdfaj,  who  w'a:  afterwards  a  judg«  ef  the  Cemmtn-Pleas, 

You, 
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You,  who  are  fkill'd  in  lawyers  lore. 
What's  your  advice  ?    Shall  I  give  o'er. 
Nor  ever  fools  or  knaves  expofe 
Either  in  verfe  or  hum'rous  profe. 
And  to  avoid  all  future  ill. 
In  my  fcrutoire  lock  up  my  quill  ? 

Since  you  are  pleas'd  to  condefccnd 
To  aflc  the  judgment  of  a  friend. 
Your  cafe  confider'd,    I  muft  think 
You  fhould  withdraw  from  pen  and  ink. 
Forbear  your  poetry  and  jokes. 
And  live  like  other  Chriftian  folks  ; 
Or,   if  the  Mufes  muft  infpire 
Your  fancy  with  their  pleafing  fire. 
Take  fubje<Sls  fafer  for  your  wit. 
Than  thofe  on  which  you  lately  writ,     . 
Commend  the  times,  your  thoughts  corre*^. 
And  follow  the  prevailing  feci ; 
AffcTt  thzt  Hy({e  [  p],  in  writing  ftory. 
Shews  all  the  malice  of  a  tory  : 
While  Burnet  [^],     in  his  deathlefs  page, 
Difcovers  freedom  without  raa;c. 
To  Jf^ool/ion  [r]  recommend  our  youth, 
For  learning,  probity,  and  truth  ; 

{pi  Earl  of  CLrenJon,  who  wrote  of  the  civil  wars,   begun  in  the 
year  1641.  1 

[y]  Bilhop  of  Salijhtiry,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  his  own  time?,  &c, 
[r]  A  degraded  clergyman  of  the   chmih  Qt  £ng'.:r. J ,   who  wrote 
againA  the  miracles  of  out  Saviour. 

That 


i68  POEMS      ON 

That  noble  genius,  who  unbinds 
The  chains  which  fetter  free-born  minds  ; 
Redeems  us  from  the  flavifh  fears 
Which  lafted  near  two  thoufand  years  ; 
He  can  alone  the  priefthood  humble. 
Make  gilded  fpircs  and  altars  tumble. 

Muft  I  commend  againft  my  confciencc 
Such  ftupid  blafphemy  and  nonfenfe  ? 
To  fuch  a  fubje£l  tune  my  lyre. 
And  fing  like  one  of  Milton  s  choir. 
Where  devils  to  a  vale  retreat, 
And  call  the  laws  of  wifdom  fate. 
Lament  upon  their  haplefs  fall. 
That  force  free  virtue  fhould  enthral  ? 
Or,  Ihall  the  charms  of  wealth  and  power 
Make  me  pollute  the  Mufe's  bower  ? 

As  from  the  tripod  o^  Apollo, 
Hear  from  my  defk  the  words  that  follow : 
Some,  by  philofophers  mifled, 
Muft  honour  you  alive  and  dead  ; 
And  fuch  as  know  what  Greece  hath  writ, 
Muft  tafte  your  irony  and  wit ; 
Whilft  moft  that  are,  or  would  be  great, 
Muft  dread  your  pen,  your  pcrfon  hate. 
And  you  on  Drapier's  [s]  hill  muft  lye. 
And  there  without  a  mitre  dye. 

[i]  In  the  county  of  Aim*gt» 

.  P  A  U  L  U  S. 
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P  A  u  L  u  s.    By  Mr.  L  y  n  d  say. 

Dublin,  Sept.  7,  1728, 

AS  L  A  V  E    to   crowds,    fcorch'd   with    the 
fummer's  heats. 
In  courts  the  wretched  lawyer  toils  and  fwcats  ; 
While  fmiling  nature,  in  her  bcft  attire. 
Regales  each  fenfe,  and  vernal  joys  infpire. 
Can  he,  who  knows  that  real  good  fhould  picafe. 
Barter  for  gold  his  liberty  and  eafe  ? 

Thus  Paulus  preach'd  : When  entering  at  the 

door. 
Upon  his  board  the  client  pours  the  ore  : 
He  grafps  the  ftiining  gift,  pores  o'er  the  caufe. 
Forgets  the  fun,  and  dozeth  on  the  laws. 

The  Answer.     By  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t* 

LY  N  D  S  A  Y  miftakes  the  matter  quite. 
And  honeft  Paw/z/i  judges  right. 
Then,  why  thefe  quarrels  to  the  fun. 
Without  whofe  aid  you're  all  undone  ? 
Did  Paulus  e'er  complain  of  fweat  ? 
Did  Paulus  e'er  the  fun  forget ; 
The  influence  of  whofe  golden  beams. 
Soon  licks  up  all  unfav'ry  fteams  ?. 
The  fun,  you  fay,  his  face  hath  kift  : 
It  has  :  but  then  it  grcas'd  his  fift. 

True 
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True  lawyers,  for  the  wifeft  endsj 

Have  always  been  Apollo's  friends. 

Not  far  his  fuperficial  powers 

Of  ripening  fruits,  or  gilding  flowers  ; 

Nor  for  infpiring  poets  brains. 

With  pennylcfs  and  ftarv'ling  ftrains  j 

Not  for  his  boafted  healing  art ; 

Not  for  his  Ikill  to  fhoot  the  dart ; 

Nor  yet  bccaufe  he  fweetly  fiddles ; 

Not  for  his  prophecies  in  riddles  : 

But  for  a  more  fubftantial  caufe, 

Apollo^  patron  of  the  laws ; 

Whom  Paidus  ever  muft  adore, 

As  parent  of  the  golden  ore. 

» 

By  Phahus^  an  inceftuous  birth, 
Begot  upon  his  grand-dame  Earth. 
By  Phccbus  firft  produc'd  to  light. 
By  Vulcan  form'd  fo  round  and  bright ; 
Then  offer'd  at  the  flirine  of  juftice. 
By  clients  to  her  priefts  and  truftees  j 
Nor,  when  we  fee  Ajlraa  ftand 
With  even  balance  in  her  hand, 
Muft  we  fuppofe  fhe  hath  in  view, 
How  to  give  every  man  his  due  ; 
Her  fcales,  you  fee  her  only  hold. 
To  weigh  her  priefts',  the  lawyers'  gold. 
N  ow,  fhould  I  own  your  cafe  was  grievous, 
Poor  fwcaty  PauluSy  who'd  believe  us  ? 
'Tisvery  true,  and  none  denies. 
At  Icaft,  that  fuch  complaints  are  wife  : 

'Tis 
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'Tis  wife,  no  doubt,  as  clients  fat  yc  more, 
To  cry,  like  ftatefmcn,  ^lanta  patimur  f 

But,  fince  the  truth  muft  needs  be  ftrctched. 
To  prove  that  lawyers   are  (o  wretched  ; 
This  paradox  I'll  undertake. 
For  Paulus  and  for  Lyndfays  fake. 
By  topicks,  which  tho'  1  abominc  'em. 
May  ferve  as  arguments  ad  hominem  ; 
Yet,  I  difdain  to  ofter  thofe 
Made  ufe  of  by  detracting  foes  : 
I  own  the  curfes  of   mankind, 
Sit  light  upon  a   lawyer's  mind  ; 
The  clamours  of  ten  thoufand  tongues 
Break  not  his  reft,  nor  hurt  his  lungs. 
I  own,  his  confcience  always  free. 
Provided  he  has  got  his  fee. 
Secure  of  confiant  peace  within, 
He  knows  no  guilt,  who  knows  no  fin. 
Yet,  well  they  merit  to  be  pitied. 
By  clients  always  over-wittcd. 
And  though  the  gofpel  feems  to  fay. 
What  heavy  burthens  lawyers  lay 
Upon  the  (boulders  of  their  neighbour. 
Nor  lend  a  finger  to  the  labour. 
Always  for  faving  their  own  bacon  ; 
No  doul^t,  the  text  is  here  miftaken. 
The  copy's  falfe,  and  fenfe  is  rack'd. 
To  prove  it,  I  appeal  to  fact  ; 
And  thus  by  demonftration  (hew. 
What  burthens  lawyers  undergo. 

With 
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With  early  clients  at  his  door, 
Tho'  he^was  drunk  the  night  before  : 
And,  crop-fick  with  unclub'd  for  wine. 
The  wretch  muft  be  at  court  by  nine. 
Half  funk  beneath  his  briefs  and  bag, 
As  ridden  by  a  midnight  hag  : 
Then  from  the  bar  harangues  the  bench. 
In  EngUJh  vile,  and  viler  French^ 
And  Latin^  vileft  of  the  three  ; 
And  all  for  poor  ten  moidores  fee. 
Of  paper,  how  is  he  profufe  ? 
With  periods  long^  in  terms  abftrufe. 
What  pains  he  takes  to  be  prolix  ? 
A  thoufand  lines  to  ftand  for  fix ; 
Of  common  fenfe  without  a  word  in. 
And  is  not  this  a  grievous  burden  ? 

The  law7er  is  a  common  drudge, 
To  fight  ourcaufe  before  the  judge; 
And,  what  is  yet  a  greater  curfe, 
Condemn'd  to  bear  his  client's  purfe, 
While  he,  at  eafc,  fecure  and  light. 
Walks  boldly  home  at  dead  of  night. 
When  term  is  ended,  leaves  the  town, 
Trots  to  his  country-manfion  down  j 
And,  difencumber'd  of  his  load. 
No  danger  dreads  upon  the  road  ; 
Defpifeth  rapparees,  and  rides 
Safe  through  the  Newry  mountains  fides. 
Lyr.dfay^  'tis  you  have  fet  me  on, 
To  ftatc  this  quefiion  pro  and  con, 
2 


Uj 
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My  fatire  may  ofFcnd,  'tis  true  ; 
However,  it  concerns  not  you. 

I  own,  there  may,  in  every  clan. 
Perhaps,  be  found  one  honeft  man  ; 
Yet,  link  them  clofe,   in  this  they  jump, 
To  be  butfharpers  in  the  lump. 
Imagine  Lyndfay  at  the  bar. 
He's  much  the  fame  his  brethren  are. 
Well  taught  by  practice  to  imbibe 
The  fundamentals  of  his  tribe  : 
And,  in  his  client's  juft  defence, 
Mufl:  deviate  oft  from  common  fenfe  j 
And  make  his  ignorance  difcern'd, 
To  get  the  name  of  council  learn'd, 
(As  Lucus  comes  a  non  Lucendo^) 
And  wifely  do  as  other  men  do  -, 
But  fhift  him  to  a  better  fcene, 
Among  his  crew  of  rogues  in  grain, 
Surrounded  with  companions  fit. 
To  tafte  his  humour,  fenfe,  and  wit ; 
You'd  fwear  he  never  took  a  fee. 
Nor  knew  in  law  his  A,  B,  C. 
'Tis  hard  where  dulnefs  over-rules. 
To  keep  good  fenfe  in  crowds  of  fools. 
And  we  admire  the  man  who    faves 
His  honefty  in  crowds  of  knaves  ; 
Nor  yields  up  virtue  at  difcretion, 
To  villains  of  his  own  profeflion. 
Lyndfay^   you  know  what  pains  you  take, 
Jn  both,   yet  barely  fave  your  llakc  ; 

Vol.  X\V.  T  Ar>d 
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And  will  you  venture  both  anew. 
To  fit  among  that  venal  crew. 
That  pack  of  mimic  Icgiflators, 
Abandon'd,  ftupid,  flavifh  praters  ? 
For,  as  the  rabble  dawb  and  rifle 
The  fool  who  fcrambles  for  a  trifle, 
Who  for  his  pains  is  cuff'd  and  kick'd. 
Drawn  through  the  dirt,  his  pockets  pick'd  ; 
You  muft  expedl:  the  likedifgrace. 
Scrambling  with  rogues  to  get  a  place, 
Mufl  lofe  the  honour  you  have  gain'd. 
Your  num'rous  virtues  foully  ftain'd  : 
Dilclaim  for  ever  all  pretence 
To  common  honefty  and  fenfe. 
And  join  in  friendfhip  with  a  ftri(fb  tye. 
To , — ,  and . 

On  Dr.  IIUNDLE,  biaiop  of  Derry. 

MAKE  Rumlle  bifhop  !   fye  for  fhame  ! 
An  Arian  to  ufurp  the  name  ! 
A  bifhop  in  the  ifle  of  Saints ! 
How  will  his  brethren  make  complaints  !    - 
Dare  any  of  the  mitred  hoft 
Confer  on  him  the  Holy  Ghost  ; 
In  mother-  church  to  breed  a  variance. 
By  coupling  Orthodox  with  Arians  ? 

Yet,  were  he  Heathen^  Turk^  or  "JeWy 
What  is  there  in  it  ftrange  or  new  \ 

For, 
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For,  let  us  hear  the  weak  pretence. 
His  brethren  find  to  take  oft'cnccj 
Of  whom  there  arc  but  four  at  moft. 
Who  know  there  is  an  Holy  Ghost  : 
The  reft,  who  boaft  they  have  conferr'd  it. 
Like  Paul's  Ephefiam^  never  heard  it ; 
And,  when  they  gave  it,  well  'tis  known, 
They  gave  what  never  was  their  own. 

R  UND  LE  z  bifhop  !  well  he  may ; 
He's  ftill  a  ChrijUan  more  than  they. 

We  know  the  fubjecSl  of  their  quarrels  ; 
The  man  has  learning,  fcnfe,  and  morals. 

There  is  a  reafon  ftill  more  weighty  ; 
*Tis  granted  he  believes  a  deity. 
Has  ev'ry  circumftance  to  pleafc  us, 
'Though  fools  may  doubt  his  faith  in  J——. 
But  why  fliould  he  with  that  be  loaded. 
Now  twenty  years  from  court  exploded  ? 
And,  is  not  this  objeftion  odd 
From  rogues  who  ne'er  bcliev'd  a  God  ? 
For  liberty  a  champion  ftout, 
'Tho'  not  {0  gofpel-ward  devout. 
While  others,    hither  fent  to  fave  iis» 
Canae  but  to  plunder  and  enflave  us  i 
Nor  ever  ovvn'd  a  pov/'r  divine, 
But  Mammon  and  the  German  line. 

Say,  how  did  RundU  undermine  'cm  ; 
Who  Ihsw'd  a  better  Jus  divlnum  ? 

T  a  From 
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From  antient  canons  would  not  vary. 
But  thrice  refus'd  Epifcopari. 

Ourbifhop's   predecefTor,  Magus^ 
Would  offer  all  the  fands  of  Tagus  ; 
Or  fell  his  children,  houfe,  and  lands, 
For  that  one  gift,  to  lay  on  hands  : 
But  all  his  gold  could  not  avail 
To  have  the  Spirit  fet  to  fale. 
Said  furly  Peter^  "  Magus,  prithee, 
"  Be  gone  :  thy  money  perifh  v/ith  thee." 
Were  Peter  now  alive,  perhaps. 
He  might  have  found  a  fcore  of  chaps : 
Could  he  but  make  his  gift  appear 
In  rents  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

Some  fancy  this  promotion  odd. 
As  not  the  handy-work  of  God  ; 
Though  ev'n  the  biftiops  difappointed 
Muft  own  it  made  by  God's  Anointed, 
And,  well  we  know,  the  Congee  Regal 
Is  more  iiecure  as  well  as  legal. 
Becaufe  our  lawyers  all  agree. 
That  bifhopricks  are  held  in  fee. 

T)ezr  Baldwin  chafte,  and  witty  Crojfe, 
How  forely  I  lament  your  lofs  ! 
That  fuch  a  pair  of  wealthy  ninnies 
Should  flip  your  time  of  dropping  guineas  j 
For,  had  you  made  the  k —  your  debtor, 
Your  title  had  been  fo  much  better. 


The 
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The  Fable  of  the  Bitches. 

Written   in  the   year   1715,    on  an    Attempt  to 
repeal  the  Teft  Act. 

AB  I  T  C  H,  that  was  full    pregnant  grown, 
By  all  the  dogs  and  curs  in  town  j 
Finding  her  ripcn'd  time  was  come. 
Her  litter  teeming  from  her  womb. 
Went  here  and  there,  and  ev'ry  where. 
To  find  an  eafy  place  to  lay  her. 

At  Ivngth  to  Muftck's  [j]  houfe  fhc  came. 
And  bcgg'd  like  one  both  blind  and  lame  ; 
*'  My  only  friend,  my  dear,"  faid  flie, 
"  You  fee  'tis  mere  neceflity, 
"  Hath  fcnt  me  to  your  houfc  to  whelp; 
*'  I'll  dye,  if  you  deny  your  help." 

With  fawning  whine,    and  rueful  tone. 
With  artful   figh  and  feigned  groan, 
With  couchant  cringe,  and  flattering  talc. 
Smooth  Bawty  [/]  did  fo  far  prevail  ; 
That  Mufick  gave  her  leave  to  litter. 
But  mark  what  followed — Faith,  fhc  bit  her. 

Whole  bafkets  full  of  bits  and  fcraps. 
And  broth  enough  to  fill  her  paps  ; 

[j]  MuficiCi  houfc,  the  Church  of  England. 

[/J  Batrty  (the  aamc  of  a  bitch  in  Sctub)  alludes  to  the  kirk. 

T  3  For, 
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For,  well   fhe  knew,  her  num'rous  brood. 
For  want  of  milk,  would  fuck  her  blood. 

But  when  fhe  thought  her  pains  were  done. 
And  now  'twas  high  time  to  be  gone  ; 
In  civil  terms — "  My  friend,"   fayj  fhe, 
**  My  houfe  you've  had  on  courtefy  j 
"  And  now  I  earneftly  defire, 
*'  That  you  would  with  your  cubs  retire  : 
**  For,  (hould  you  ftay  but  one  week  longer, 
"  I  fhall  be  ftarv'd  with  cold  and  hunger." 

Thegueft  reply'd — *'  My  friend,  your  leave 
**  I  muft  a  little  longer  crave  j 
"  Stay  till  my  tender  cubs  can  find 
**  Their  way — for  now,  you  fee,  they're  blind  ; 
"  But,  when  we've  gather'd  ftrength,  I  fwear, 
"  We'll  to  our  barn  again  repair." 

The  time  pafs'd  on,  and  Mufick  came. 
Her  kennel  once  a2ain  to  claim  : 
But  Bawty^  loft  to  fhame  and  honour. 
Set  all  her  cubs  at  once  upon  her ; 
Made  her  retire  and  quit  her  right, 
And  loudly  cry'd—  "  A  bite,  a  bite  !" 

The  MORAL. 

Thus  did  the  Grecian  wooden  horfe 
Conceal  a  fatal  armed  force  : 
No  fooner  brought  within  the  walls. 
But ///«w's  lofl,  and  Priam  falls. 


Copy 
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Copy    of    the    B  i  r  t  h-D  a  y    Vcrfcs    on 
Mr.     F    O    11    D. 

CO  M  E,'be  content,  fince  out  it  mufl, 
For  Stella  has  betray 'd  her  truft  ; 
And,  whifp'ring,  charg'd  me  not  to  fay. 
That  Mr.  Ford  was  born  to-day  : 
Gr,    if  atlaft  I  needs  muft  blab  it. 
According  to  my  ufual  habit. 
She  bid  me,  with  a  fcrious  face, 
Be  fare  conceal  the  time  and  place  j 
And  not  my  compliment  to  fpoil 
By  calling  this  your   native  fojl; 
Or  vex  the  ladies,  when  th^y  knew 
That  you  are  turning  forty-two  : 
But,  if  thefe  topicks  fhall  appear 
Strong  arguments  to  keep  you  here, 
I  think,  though  you  judge  hardly  of  it, 
Good  manners  muftgive  place  to  profit. 

The  nymphs,  with  whom  you  firfl  began, 
Are  each  become  a  Harridan ; 
And  Montague  (o  far  decay'd. 
Pier  lovprs  now  mud  all   be  paid. 
And  ev'ry   belle  that  fincc  arofe 
Has  her  cotcmporary   beaux. 
Your  former  comrades,  once  fo  bright, 
Vv'ith  whom  you  toaf^cd  half  the  ni;;ht, 

T  X  Of 
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Of  rheumatifm  and  pox  complain. 

And  bid  adieu  to  dear  champaign. 

Your  great  protestors,  once  in  pow'r, 

Are  now  in  exile  or  the  tow'r. 

Your  foes  triumphant  o'er  the  laws. 

Who  hate  your  perfon  and  your  caufe, 

If  once  they  get  you  on  the  fpot. 

You  muft  be  guilty  of  the  plot. 

For,  true  or  falfe,  they'll  ne'er  enquire, 

But  ufe  you  ten  times  worfe  than  Prio7-  [z<]. 

In  London,  what  would  you  do  there  ? 
Can  you,  my  friend,  with  patience  bear  j 
Nay,  would  it  not  your  paflion  raife 
Worfe  than  a  pun,  or  Irijl)  phrafe  ; 
To  fee  a  fcoundrel   ftrut  and  heiftor 
A  foot-boy  to  fome  rogue  diredlor  ; 
To  look  on  vice  triumphant  round, 
And  virtue  trampled  on  the  ground  ? 
Obferve  where  bloody  — — —  ftands 
With  torturing  engines  in  his  hands. 
Hear  him  blafpheme,  and  fwear  and  rail, 
Threat'ning  the  pillory  and  jail. 
If  this  you  think  a  pleafing  fcenc, 
To  London  flrait  return  again. 
Where,  you  have  told  us  from  experience. 
Are  fwarms  of  bugs  and  prefbytcrians. 

[u]   Matt.  Prior,   Efqj  with  whom  the  Dean  was  intimately  can- 
licded.    Sec  above,  p.  177, 

I  thou.'rht 
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I  thought  my  very  fplecn  would  burft. 
When  fortune  hither  drove  me  firrt;  j 
Was  full  as  hard  to  pleafe  as  you. 
Nor  perfons,  names,  nor  places  knew : 
But  now  I  acl  as  other  fo'ke. 
Like  prifoners  when  their  jail  is  broke. 

If  you  have  London  ftill  at  heart. 

We'll  make  a  fmall  one  here,  by  art ; 

Thediff'rence  is  not  much  between 

St.  Javies's-Park,  and  Stephen  s-Gncn  ; 

And  Dawfon-Jireet  will  ferve  as  well 

To  lead  you  thither,  :is  Pali-Mall, 

Nor  want  a  paflage  through  the  palace, 

To  choque  your  fight,  and  raife  your  malice. 

The  deanry  houfe  may  well  be  match'd. 

Under  corredionj  with  the  Tlnuht  [a-]  \ 

Nor  fhall  I,  when  you  hither  come. 

Demand  a  crown  a  quart  for  ftumm. 

Then,  for  a  middle-aged  chamber, 

Stella  may  vye  with  your  main  charmer. 

She's  now  as  handfome  every  bit. 

And  has  a  thoufand  times  her  wit. 

The  dean  and  Sheridan^   I  hope. 

Will  half  fupply  a  Goy  and  Pcpe, 

Corbet  [>-],  though  yet  I  know  his  worth  not. 

No  doubt,  will  prove  a  good  Jriuthnot  j 

[x\   A  famous  taverji  in  St.  Jamei'i-Street,  near  the  palace. 
[y]  Dr.  Corba,  afterwards  dean  of  St.   Patrick' t  catlicdrol,  Dubnn, 
«p.  K\\%  death  of  Dr.  Maturlnt,  who  fuccccdcd  Dr.  Sivji. 

I  throw 
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I  throw  into  the  bargain  Tim, 
In  London  can  you  equal  him  ? 
What  think  you  of  my  fav'rite  dan, 
Robin  [z]  and  Jack,    and  Jack  and  Dan  P 
Fellows  of  modeft  v/orth  and  parts,- 
With  chcarful  looks  and  honeft  hearts. 

Can  you  on  Dublin  look  with  fcorn  ? 
Yet  here  were  you  and  Ormond  [«-]  born. 

Oh  !  were  but  you  and  I  fowife. 
To  fee  with  Robert  Grattan's  eyes, 
Robin  adores  that  fpot  of  of  earth, 
That  lit'ral  fpot  which  gave  him  birth. 
And  fwcars  Belcnmp  [b']  is,  to  his  tafte. 
As  fine  as  Hampton-Court ,  at  leaft. 
When  to  your  friends  you  would  enhance 
The  praife  of  Italy,  or  France, 
For  grandeur,  elegance,  and  wit. 
We  gladly  hear  you  and  fubmit : 
But  then  to  come  and  keep  a  clutter. 
For  this  or  that  fide  of  a  gutter. 
To  live  in  this  or  t'other  ifle. 
We  cannot  think  it  worth  your  while; 

[2;]    Rev.   Rol^ert  and  John  Grattan,  brothers  ;   John  and   Daniel 
Jackfcr.. 

[a]  Jama  Butler,   the  late  duke  of  Ormond. 
[ijin  Flvgall,  about  five  miles  from  Dublin. 

For, 


SEVERALOCCASIONS.     283 

For,  take  it  kindly  or  amifs. 
The  difF'rence  but  amounts  to  this. 
We  bury  on  our  fide  the  channel 
In  linen  [c]  ;  and  on  yours  in  flannel. 
You  for  the  news  are  ne'er  to  feek  ; 
While  we,  perhaps,  may  wait  a  week  : 
You  happy  folks  are  fure  to  meet 
An  hundred  whores  in  ev'ry  ftreet  ; 
While  we  may  trace  all  Dublin  o'er 
Before  we  find  out  half  a  fcore. 

You  fee  my  arguments  are  flrong, 
I  wonder  you  held  out  fo  long ; 
But,  fince  you  are  convinc'd  at  laft. 
We'll  pardon  you  for  what  is  paft. 
So  let  us  now  for  whift  prepare  ; 
Twelve-pence  a  corner,  if  you  dare. 

[f]  In  the  year  1733,  there  was  an  aft  of  parliament  made  in 
Ireland  to  bury  in  woollen. 


APE- 
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A  P  E  T  I  T  I  O  N   to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Grafton. 

Nan  Domus  aut  Fundus HoR. 

By  Dean  S  m  e  d  l  e  v. 

IT  was,  my  lord,  the  dextrous  {hift 
Of  t'other  Jonathan^  viz.  Swift, 
But  now  St.  Patrick^ s  faucy  dean. 
With  filver  verge  and  furplice  clean. 
Of  Oxford,  or  of  Ormondes  grace. 
In  loofer  rhyme  to  beg  a  place, 
A  place  he  got,  yclep'd  a  ftall. 
And  eke  a  thoufand  pounds  withal  j 
And,  were  he  lefs  a  witty  writer. 
He  might  as  well  have  got  a  mitre. 

Thus  I,  the  fcnathan  of  Cloghery 
In  humble  lays  my  thanks  to  offer. 
Approach  your  grace  with  grateful  heart, 
Aly  thanks  and  verfe  devoid  of  art. 
Content  with  what  your  bounty  gave. 
No  larger  income  do  I  crave  : 
Rejoicing  that,  in  better  times, 
Grafton  [d]  requires  my  loyal  lines. 

\d]  Charles  F'ttxroy,  duke  of  Grafton,  then  lord  lieutenant  of  Irdand. 

4  Proud ! 
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Proud  !    that  at  once  I  can  commend 
Kino-  George's  and  the  Mule's  friend, 
Endear'd  to  Britain  and  to  thee, 
Disjoin'd  Hibernia^  by  the  Tea, 
Endear'd  by  twice  three  anxious  years, 
Employ'd  in  guardian  toils  and  cares  ; 
By  love,  by  wifdom,  and  by  fkill. 
For  he  has  fav'd  thee  'gainft  thy  will. 

But  where  fhall  SmedUy  make  his  neft. 

And  lay  his  wand'ring  head  to  reft  ? 

Where  ftiall  he  find  a  decent  houfe 

To  treat  his  friends,  and  chear  his  fpoufe  ? 

Oh  !   lack,  my  lord,  fome  pretty  cure. 

In  wholefome  foil,  and  aether  pure  ; 

The  garden  ftor'd  with  artlefs  flowers. 

In  either  angle  {hady  bowers. 

No  gay  parttrrey  with  coftly  green. 

Within  the  ambient  hedge  be  feen  : 

Let  nature  freely  take  her  courfe. 

Nor  fear  from  one  ungrateful  force ; 

No  ftieers  fhall  check  her  fprouting  vigour. 

Nor  fhape  the  yews  to  antic  figure: 

A  limpid  brook  ftiall  trouts  fupply. 

In  May  to  take  the  mimic  fly  ; 

Round  a  fmall  orchard  may  it  run, 

Whofe  apples  redden  to  the  fun. 

Let  all  be  fnug,  and  warm,  and  neat, 

For  fifty  turn'd  a  fafe  retreat. 

^  A  little 
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A  little  Eujlon  may  it  be, 

Eiijhn  I'll  carve  on  ev'ry  tree. 

But  then,  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

My  lord — tiu'icc  fifty  pounds  a  year 

Will  barely  do  ;  but  if  your  grace 

Could  make  them  hundreds — charming  place  ! 

Thou  then  would'il  fhew  another  face. 

Clogher  !  far  north,  my  lord,  it  lies, 
Midft  fnowy  hills,  inclement  fkies  ; 
One  fhivers  with  the  Jrtic  wind. 
One  hears  the  polar  axis  grind. 
Good  John  [e']  indeed,  with  beef  and  claret. 
Makes  the  place  warm  that  one  may  bear  it. 
He  has  a  purfe  to  keep  a  table. 
And  eke  a  foul  as  hofpitable. 
My  heart  is  good  ;  but  aflets  fail. 
To  fight  with  ftorms  of  fnow  and  hail  ; 
Befides,  the  country's  thin  of  people. 
Who  feldom  meet  but  at  the  fteeple  : 
The  {trapping  dean,  that's  gone  to  Down, 
Ne'er  nam'd  the  thing  without  a  frown, 
When,  much  fatigu'd  with  fermon-ftudy. 
He  felt  his  brain  grow  dull  and  muddy  j 
No  fit  companion  could  be  found 
To  pufli  the  lazy  bottle  round  ; 
Sure  then,  for  want  of  better  folks 
To  pledge,  his  clerk  was  orthodox. 

[e]  Dr.  John  Sterne,  biftiop  of  Clcgher,    prcdeceObr   to  'Dr.  Swift, 
aj  dean  of  St.  Pair'uk's. 

Ah  I 
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Ah  !  how  unlike  to  Gerard-Streety 
Where  beaux  and  belles  in  parties  meet ; 
Where  gilded  chairs    and  coaches  throne. 
And  joftle  as  they  trowl   along  ; 
Where  tea  and  coffee  hourly  flow. 
And  gape-feed  docs  in  plenty  grow  ! 
And  Gr'iz  (no  clock  more  certain)  cries, 
Exa6l  at  leven,   Hot  mutton  pies. 
There  lady  Luna  in  her  fphere 
Once  fhone,  ^vhen  Paunchforth  was  not  near  ; 
But  now  fhe  wanes,  and,  as  'tis  faid. 
Keeps  fober  hours,  and  goes  to  bed. 

There but  'tis  endlefs  to  write  down 

All  the  amufements  of  the  town  ; 
And  fpoufe  will  think  herfelf  quite  undone. 
To  trudge  to  Connor  [_/"  J   from  fweet  London. 
And  care  we  muft  our  wives  to  plcafe. 
Or  elfe  we  fhall  be  ill  ut  eafc. 

You  fee,  my  lord,   what  'tis  I  lack, 
'Tis  only  fome  convenient  tack. 
Some  parfonage-houfe,  with  garden  fweet. 
To  be  my  late,  my  laft  retreat  j 
A  decent  church  clofeby  its  fide. 
There,  preaching,  praying,  to  refide  ; 
And,  as  my  time  fecurely  rolls, 
To  fave  my  own  and  others  fouls,    v 

I  /]    f'fJ"'''  •'  united  to  the  bifliop^'Ck  of  Ds/sfu  ;  but  here  are  two 

dcaas. 

Jlis 
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His    Grace's   Anuver. 

By  Dr.  SWIFT. 

DEAR   Smcd^  I  read  thy  brilliant  lines, 
"Where  wit  in  all  its  glory  fliincs  ; 

Where  compliments,  with  all  their  pride, 

Are  by  their  numbers  dignify'd  : 

I  hope,  to  make  you  yet  as  clean, 

As  that  fame,  viz.   St.  Patrick's  dean. 

I'll  give  thee furplice^  vefge^   znAJiall^ 

And  may  be  fomething  elfe  withal  ; 

And,  were  you  not  fo  good  a  writer, 

1  fhould  prefent  you  with  a  mitre. 
Write  worfe  then,   if  you  can — Be  wife— • 

Believe  me,  'tis  the  way  to  rife. 

Talk  not  of  making  of  thy  neji. 

Ah  !  never  lay  thy  head  to  rejl ! 

That  head  fo  well  ivith  wifdom  fraught. 

That  writes  without  the  toil  of  thought  ! 

While  others  rack  their  bufy  brains. 

You  are  not  in  the  leaft  at  pains. 

Down  to  your  deanry  now  repair. 

And  build  a  caflle  in  the  air. 

I'm  fure  a  man  of  your  fine    fenfc. 

Can  do  it  with  a  fmall  expence. 

There  your  dear  fpoufe,  and  you  together. 

May  breathe  your  bellies  full  of  (cther. 


When 
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When  lady  Luna  is  your  neighbour, 
She'll  help  your  wife  when  (he's  in  labour. 
Well  fkill'd  in  miilwife  artiiices. 
For  fhe  herfel  f  o'  t'  fails  in  pieces* 
There  you  ihall  fee  a  rary-Jhtvu^ 
Will  make  you  fconi  this  world  beloWy 
When  you  behold  the  milky  way. 
As  white  as  fnow,  as  bright  as  day. 
The  glitt'ring  conftellations  roll 
About  the  grinding  Artie  pole. 
The  lovely  tingling  in  your  ears. 
Wrought  by  the  mufick  of  the  fpheres— • 
Your  fpoufe  fhall  then  no  longer  heeler. 
You  need  not  fear  a  curtain  lecture  ; 
Nor  fhall  fhe  think  that  fhe  is  undone 
For  quitting  her  beloved  London, 
When  {he's  exalted  in  the  (ties. 
She'll  never  think  of  mutton-pies ; 
When  you're  advanc'd  above  dean,  viz," 
You'll  never  think  of  goody  Griz. 
But  ever,  ever  live  at  eafe. 
And  ftrive,  and  ftrive  your  wife  to  pkafe  } 
In  her  you'll  center  all  your  joys. 
And  get  ten  thoufand  girls  and  boys  : 
Ten  thoufand  girls  and  boys  you'll  get. 
And  they,  like  ftars,  fhall  rife  auA  ft. 
\V\\\\eyou  and  fpoufe,  transform'd,  fhall  foon 
Be  a  new  fun  and  a  new  moon  : 
Nor  fhall  you  flrive  your  horns  to  hide. 
For  then  your  horns  fhall  be  your  pride. 
Vol.  XIV.  U  Dean 
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Dean  Swift  at  Sir  Arthur  Acheson's,  in 
the  North  of   Ireland. 


THE  dean  would  vifit  Market-Hilly 
Our  invitation  was  but  flight ; 
I  faid. — Why  let  him,  if  he  will. 
And  fo  I  bid  Sir  A — r  write. 

His  manners  would  not  let  him  wait, 

Left  wefhould  think  ourfclvcs  negle£lcd  ; 

And  fo  we  faw  him  at  our  gate 

Three  days  before  he  was  expcdcd. 

After  a  week,  a  month,  a  quarter. 
And  day  fucceeding  after  day. 

Says  not  a  word  of  his  departure. 

Though  not, a  foul  would  have  him  ftay. 

I've  faid  enough  to  make  him  blufh, 
Methinks,  or  elfe  the  devil's  in't; 

But,  he  cares  not  for  it  a  rufh, 

Nor,  for  my  life,  will  take  the  hint. 

But  you,  my  dear,  may  let  him  know. 
In  civil  language,  if  he  ftays. 

How  deep  and  foul  the  roads  may  grow. 
And  that  he  may  command  the  chaife. 


Oi 
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Or  you  may  fay My.  wife  intends, 

Thoiigli  I  ftiould  be  exceeding  proud, 

This  winter  to  invite  feme  friends. 

And,  Sir,  I  know,  you  hate  a  crowd. 

Or,  Mr.  Dean — I  fhould  with  joy 
Beg  you  would  here  continue  ftill, 

But  we  muft  go  to  Aghnacloy  [^], 
Or  Mr.  Moore  will  take  it  ill. 

The  houfc  accounts  are  daily  rifing. 

So  much  his  ftay  doth  fwell  the  bills  ; 
My  dearefl:  life,  it  is  furprifmg. 

How  much  he  eats,  how  much  he  fwills. 

His  brace  of  puppies  how  they  fluff. 

And  they  muft  have  three  meals  a  day, 

Yet  never  think  they  get  enough  j 
His  horfcs  too  eat  all  our  hay. 

Oh  !  if  I  could,  how  I  would  maul 
His  tallow  face,  and  wainfcot  paws. 

His  beetle-brows,  and  eyes  of  wall, 

And  make  him  foon  give  up  the  caufc, 

Muft  I  be  every  moment  chid 

With  [})']  (kinny  bonia,    fnip  and  lean  ? 
Oh  !   that  I  could  but  once  be  rid 

Of  this  infulting  tyrant  dean  ! 

[^]  The  feat  of^ttf/en  Macrr,   Efq; 

\h\  The  dean  ufed  to  call  lady  ^.-fcf/i«  by  thofc  names. 

U  2  THE 


5^2  POEMS      ON 

THE      STORM: 
MINERVA'S    PETITION^. 

PALLAS,  a  godtlefs  chafteand  wife» 
Defcending  lately  from  the  fkies. 
To  Neptune  went,  and  begg'd  in  form 
He'd  give  his  orders  for  a  ftorm  ; 
A  ftorm,   to  drown  that  rafcal  H — te  [?], 
And  Ihe  would  kindly  thank  him  for't. 
A  wretch  !  whom  E — gl — b  rogues,  to  fpitc  hcr^ 
Had  lately  honour'd  with  a  M — tre. 

The  God,  who  favour'd  her  reqwe% 
AlFur'd  her  he  would  do  his  beft  : 
But  Veiius  had  been  there  before, 

Pleaded  the  B lov'd  a  w , 

And  had  enlarg'd  her  empire  wide. 
He  own'd  no  deity  bcfide. 
At  fea,  or  land,  if  e'er  you  found  hirrr, 
Without  a  miftrcfs,   hansf  or  drown  him. 

Since  B—rn — t's  death,  the  B 's  bench, 

'Till  H tt  arriv'd,  ne'er  kept  a  wench  ; 

If  H te  muft  fink,   fhe  grieves  to  tell  it. 

She'll  not  have  left  one  fingle  prelate  : 
For,  to  fay  truth,  fhe  did  intend  him,, 
Eleil  of  Cyprus  in  commendam. 
And  fmcc  her  birth  the  ocean  gave  her. 
She  could  not  doubt  her  uncle's  favour. 

\l]  S«e  Vol.  XVII.  p.  4+o» 

Then 
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Then  Proteus  urg'd  the  fame  requcft, 
Bnt  half  in  earned,  half  in  jert; 

Said  he "  Great  fovcreign  of  the  main, 

■**  To  drown  him  ail  attempts  are  vain, 

*'  H tc  can  alTume  more  forms  than  I, 

*'  A  rake,  a  bully,  pimp,  or  fpy. 

Can  creep,  or  run,  can  fly  or  fwim, 
*'  All  motions  are  alike  to  him  : 
■*'  Turn  him  adrift,  and  you  fhall  find 
*'  He  knows  to  fail  with  ev'ry  wind  ; 
*'  Or,  throw  him  overboard,   he'll  ride 
*'  A5  well  againft,  as  with  the  tide. 
**  But,  Pallas^  you've  apply'd  too  late  i 
•*'  For  'tis  decreed,  by  Jove  and  fate, 
"  That  Ireland  muft  be  foon  deflroy'd, 

"  And  who  but  H te  can  be  employ'd  ? 

*'  You  need  not  then  have  been  fo  pert, 
"  In  fending  Bol*9n  [;]  to  Clonfcrt. 
'*  I  found  you  did  it  by  your  grinning  ; 
*'  Your  bufmcfs  is  to  mind  your  fpinning. 
*'  But  how  you  came  to  interpofe, 

"  In  makino;  B s,   no  one  knows. 

"  And  if  you  muft  have  your  petition, 
**•  There's  Berkeley  [k]  in  the  fame  condition  ; 
"  Look,  there  he  ftands,  and  'tis  but  juft 
"  If  one  mull  drown,  the  other  muft  j 

[i]  Dr.  Theophilus  B'jiicn,  afterwardi  archbiihop  of  Ctf  ^//. 
[*]  Dr.  Giorge  Bfrkeley,    a  fc«ior  fellow  of  Triniy-Colhge,  Dukkr, 
from  whence  he  was  made  dean  gf  Dfrrj,  and   afterwards  bi/hop  of 

'  •  ■  U  a  ''But, 
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*'  But,  if  you'll  leave  us  B p  Judas^ 

*'  We'll  give  you  Berkeley  for  Bermudas  [/], 

*'  Now,  if  'tvv^ill  gratify  your  fpight, 

"  To  put  him  in  a  plaguy  fright, 

*'  Although  'tis  hardly  worth  the  coft,  i 

*'  You  foon  fliall  fee  him  foundly  toft. 

*'  You'll  find  him  fwear,  blafphcme,  and  damn, 

"  And  ev'ry  moment  take  a  dram  3 

"  His  ghoftly  vifage  with  an  air 

*'  Of  reprobation  and  defpair : 

"  Or  elfe  fome  hiding  hole  he  feeks, 

"  P'or  fear  the  reft  fhou'd  fay  he  fqueeks  j 

*'  Or,  as  Fitzpatrick  [w?]  did  before, 

*'  Refolve  to  perifh  with  his  VV ; 

*'  Or  elfe  he  raves,  and  roars,  and  fwears, 

*'  And,  but  for  fhame,  would  fay  his  pray'rs. 

"  Or,  would  you  fee  his  fpirits  fink, 

*'  Relaxing  downwards  in  a  ft k  ? 

*'  If  fuch  a  fight  as  this  can  pleafc  ye, 
*'  Good  madam  Pallas^   pray  be  cafy, 
*'  To  Neptune  fpeak,    and  he'll  confcnt  j 
*'  But  he'll  come  back  the  knave  he  went." 

The  goddefs,  who  conceiv'd  an  hope. 

That  H te  was  deftin'd  to  a  rope, 

Belicv'd  it  beft  to  condefcend 
To  fpare  a  foe,  to  fave  a  friend  : 
But,   fearing  Berkeley  might  be  fcar'd. 
She  left  him  virtue  for  a  guard. 

[/]  Sec  his  fcheme  in  his  mifceilanics  for  crcfting  an  univcrfity  at 
Birmudas, 

[m]  Brigadier  Fitzpatrick  was  drowned  in  one  of  the  packet  boats 
in  the  bay  of  Dubliriy  in  a  great  ftorm. 

4  Jn 
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An  Infer  ipt'ion  intended  for  a  Cotnpartment  in 
Dr.  Swift's  Monument,  defigned  by  Cun- 
ningham, on  College-Green,  Dublin. 

SA  Y,  to  the  Dr  apier's  vaft  unbounded  fame. 
What  added  honours  can  the  Sculptor  give  ? 

None. 'Tis    a  fandion  from  the   Dr  apier's 

name 
Muft:  bid  the  Sculptor  and  his  Marble  live. 

June  if y   il^S- 

AN    EPIGRAM. 

Occafwned  by  the  above  Infcr'iption. 

WHICH  gave  the  D  r  a  P 1 E  R   Birth  two 
Realms  contend  ; 
And  each  aflerts  her  Poet,  Patriot,  Friend  : 
Her  Mitre  jealous  Britain  may  deny  ; 
ThatLofs  Iernia's  Laurel  fhail  fupply : 
Thro'  Life's  low  Vale,  (he,  grateful,  gave  him 

Bread  ; 
Her  vocal  Stones  fhall  vindicate  him  dead. 

B.N. 


U   4.  ^  Psrtrtjit 
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A  Portrait  of  Dr  Swift,  prefented  to  the  Un'p- 
'verfity  0/" Oxford  by  the  late  John  Barber, 
Efq;  is  placed  in  the  Picture-gallery  ther?, 
iviih  this  Infcription. 

JONATHAN        SWIFT, 

D    £    C    A    N.      S.      P    A    T    R    I    C.      D  V  B  L. 

EFFIGIEM    VIRI    MVSIS    AMICISSIMI 

INGENIO    PRORSVS    SIBI    PROPRIO    CELEBERRIMI, 

VT     IPSVM     SVIS    OXONIENSIBVS    ALiqVATENVS 

REDONARET, 

PARIETEM    HABERE    VOLVIT    BODLEIANVM, 

A.  D.    MDCCXXXIX, 
lOHANNES     BARBER,     ARMIGER, 

ALDERMANNVS, 
NEC    ITA    PRIDEM    PRAETOR    LONDINENSIS. 

II  ■  I  I     »     I     !■    I  ■  *» 

J 

111  Englifli : 

Jonathan      Swift, 

bean   of   st.  patrick's  dublin, 

This  portrait  of  the  Mufcs'  friend. 

Of  a  happy  turn  of  wit,  peculiar  to  himfelf. 

That  he  might  in  fomc  fort  be  reftoreJ  to  his 

Oxford  Friends, 
Was  placed  in  the  wall  of  the  Bodleian  gallery, 

A.  D.    MDCCXXXIX, 

At  the  dcHrc  of  John  Barber,  Efq;  Alderman, 
and  fome  time  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

AFTER 
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AFTER  this    general   Oxford  teflimony  of 
the  Dean,  in  which  that  Univcrfity  afFecli- 
onalely  aflcrtshcr  right  to  him  as  no  degenerate  fin ^ 
wc  ihal!  fuhjoin  that  of  another  writer,   whom,  it 
is  faid,  ihc  rcfufcd  to  accept  as  an  adopted  one. 
"  TIk  religious  Author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  will 

*  tell  yon.  Religion  is  buc  a  Refervoir  of  Fools 
'  and  Madmen  ;  and  the  virtuous  Lemuel  Gulliver 
'  will  anfvvcr  for   the   State^  that  it  is  a  Den  of 

*  Sa\'a2;es  and  Cut-throats.  What  think  you, 
'  Reader  ?  is  not  the  Syftcm  round  and  great  ? 
'  And  now  the  Fig-leaf  is  fo  clearly  plucked  off, 
'  what  remains,  but  bravely  to  ftrike  away  the 
'  rotten  Staff,  that  yet  keeps  our  old  doting  Pa- 
'  rents  on  their  laff  Legs  ? 

"  Serioufly  let  it  be  as  they  hjy  that  Ridicule 
'  and  Satire  are  the  Supplement  of  public  Laws; 
'  fliould  not  then,  the  Ends  of  both  be  the  fame  ; 
'  the  Benefit  of  Mankind  ?  But  where  is  the 
'  Senfe  of  a  general  Satire,  if  the  whole  Species 
'  be  degenerated  P  And  where  is  the  Jufticc  of  it, 
'  if  it  be  not?  The  Punifhment  of  Lunaticks  is 
'  as  wife  as  the  one  ?  and  a  general  Execution  as 
••  honcfl:  as  the  other.  In  fhort,  a  general  Satire, 
'  the  Work  only   of  ill   Men  or  little  Genius's, 

*  was  prefcribed  of  Old  both  by  the  Critic  and  the 

*  Magijlrate^  as  an  Offence  equally,  againft  Juf- 
'  ticc  and  Common  Senfe. — A  Critical  and  Phih- 
^  fophical  Enquiry  into  tlu  Cavfes  of  Prodigies  and 

Miracliy 
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Aliracles^Sic.Lond.  1727.  pag.  33.  fuppofcd  to  have 
been  written  by  the  Right  Reverend  Jut/jor  of  the 
Dhine  Legation  of  Mcfcs\  which  is  the  more  proba- 
ble, becaufe  we  find,  in  the  Dedication  to  the 
latter,  p.  XV.  a  fimilar  Cenfure  on  another  part  of 
this  Collc(5lion,  in  thefe  words : 

*'  However,  once  on  a  time  a  great  Wit  fet  upon 
'•'■  this  talk  [ridiculing  a  lo'ue  of  public  Liberty ;]   he 
*'  undertook  to  laugh  at  this  very  virtue,  and  that 
**  too  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  he  fet  the  whole  nation 
''  a  laughing  with  him.  What  mighty  engine,  you 
"  will   afk,  was   employed   to  put    in  motion    fo 
*'  large  a  body,  and  for  fo  extraordinary  a  caufe  ? 
*'  In    truth,    a    very  fimple  one :   a   difcourfe^   of 
*'  which  ALL  the  wiT  confifts  in  the  title  j  and 
*'  that  too  fkulking,  as  you  will   fee,   under  one 
"  unlucky  word.     Mrs.  BuWs  vindication    of  the 
"  indifpe) fable  duty  <7/'Cuckoldom,  incumbent  upon 
*'  wives ^  in  cafe  of  the  tyranny^  infidelity^  or  infuf- 
*'^  ficiency  of  hujhands   [«J.     Now  had   the   merry 
*'  reader  been  but  fo  wife  as  to  reflecft,   that  reafon 
*'  was  the  tefl  of  ridicule,  and  not  ridicule  the  tejl 
**  of  truth,  he  would  have  feen  to  redtify  the  pro- 
*'  pofition,  and  to  ftate  it  fairly  thus  :   The  indif- 
"  penfable  duty  of  Divorce,  Iffc.  And   then  the 
*'  joke    had    been    over,    before   the  laugh  could 
*•  have  begim." 

Another  Author  however,    who  is  allowed    by 
the  Bp.  to  be  no  ill  judge  of  the  province  of  Ri- 

[a]  Hiftoiy  of  John  Bull,  pan  1.  chap,  J  3. 

diculc, 
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dlcule,  fpcaks  of  the    former  work   in   fomewhat 
more  moderate  terms  : 

"  There  is  not  perhaps  in  any  language  a  bolder 

*'  or  ftronger  Ridicule,  than  the  well-known  apo- 

*'  loo-uc  of  TheTale  of  a  Tub.     Its  manifcfl  defigii 

*'  is  to  recommend  the  Englijh  church,  and  to  dif- 

"  trrace  the  two  extremes  of  Popery  and  Puritanifm 

"  [/»].     Now  if  we  confider  this  exquifite  piece  of 

"  raillery  as  a  tell  of  Truth,  we  (liall  find  it  im- 

"  potent  and  vain.      For  the  queftion  ftill    recurs, 

*'  whether  Martin  be  a  juft  emblem  of  the  Eng- 

*'  I'lf'h    Jack:    of  the    Scotch.,    or  Peter  of  the 

"  Roman  Church.     All  the  points  in  debate  bc- 

*'  twecn   the  fevcral  parties  are  taken  for  granted 

*'  in  the  rcprefentation  :  And  we   mufl  have   re- 

"  courfe  to  argument.^  and  that  alone,  ere  we  can 

"  determine  the  merits  of  the  queftion. 

"  If  we  next  confider  this  xMafter- piece  of  wit 
*'  as  a  mode  of  eloquence  ;  we  fliall  find  it  indeed 
"  of  8;reat  efficacy  in  confirming  every  member  of 
"  the  Church  of  England  in  his  own  Communion, 
"  and  in  giving  him  a  thorough  diftafte  of  thofc 
**  of  Scotland  and  Rome.  And  fo  far  as  this  may 
*'  be  rcLir.rdcd  as  a  matter  of  puhiic  ufillty^  (o  far 
*»  the  ridicule  may  be  laudable. 

"  r^l  Some  indeed  have  prctenJi-d  oihcrwife. The   pious   au- 

"thor  of  the  Indepcmknl  Whig  affirms  [with  the  above  A.  o(  ibe 
f*  Cr'ukal Enquiry]  thut  it  was  an  open  attack  upon  ChrilUanit),  £fr. 
«*  where,  by  the  way,  the  contraft  it  remarkable  enough,  that  he 
"  fliould  pronounce  the  Ta't  «/  a  Tub  to  be  a  Libel  on  Chriftianity, 
«  while  it  is  in  Fa£l,  A  V.r.dUa'.hn  cf  our  Ecclf.aftkal  Efiabl'tjhment  ; 
"  and  at  the  fame  time  entitle  his  own  Book,  A  Vind'icauon  of  our 
*'  E<cl,j'ut]':icel  F.jl^b'ijhmenf,  while  it  is  in  faft  a  Lie! on  Cirifiiar.ity." 

*^  But 
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*'  But  if  we  extend  our  views  fo  as  to  compre- 
*'  heiul  a  larger  nian  of  vicral  nfc  \  we  fliall    find 
**  this  method  of  perfuafion  is  fuch  as  charity  can 
*'  hardly  approve  of:  For  by  reprefenting  the  one 
*-'•  of  thefe  Churches  under  the  chara6>er  of  craft 
and  k.iavcry^   the  other  uird^r  that  of  incurahlc  mad- 
*'  ;r^/},    it  muft  needs  tend  to  infpire  every  member 
**  of  the  Er.gVifo  Church,  who  believes  the  repre- 
**  fentaticn,    witli    fuch   laired  of  the  one,    and 
"  contempt  of  the  other,  as  to   prevent  all  friendly. 
*'  debate^  and  ratlcnal  remonjlrance. 

"  Its  effe<51  on  thofe  who  hold  the  do£l:nnes  c^" 
*■*■  CalviJiy  or  of  Ro??ie,  muft  be  yet  worfe  :  Unlefs 
*'  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  way  to  attrad  the 
**  love,  and  convince  the  reafon,  of  mankind,  is  to 
*'  (liew  that  we  hate  or  defpife  them.  While  they 
"  revere  what  v/e  deride,  'tis  plain,  we  cannot 
*'  both  view  the  fubjcdi:  in  the  fame  light :  And 
*'  though  we  deride  what  appears  to  us  cofiteniptible, 
*'  we  deride  what  to  them  z^;}^czr s  facred.  They 
*'  will  therefore  accufe  us  of  mifreprefenting  their 
"  opinions,  and  abhor  us  as  ujijujl  and  unpious. 

"  Thus,  although  this  noted  apologue  be  indeed 
"  a  vindication  of  our  EngUJ]}  Church,  yet  it  is 
**  fuch  as  had  been  better  fparcd  :  Eecaufe  its  na- 
"  tural  effect  is  to  create  prejudice,  and  infpire  the 
"  contending  parties  with  mutual  dlf^aftc,  con- 
*'  tempt,  and  hatred  [rj." 

[c\  Dr.  Urov.TCiEJI'jj^in  the  CtaraElcnJHcs,  Effry  I.  §  xi.  p.  loo. 

J  According; 
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According  to  one  of  ihefe  Writers,  the  Tale  of 
a  Tub  is  a  ridicule  of  all  religion  j  according  to 
the  other,  it  is  a  defence  of  our  conftitution  ii> 
church  and  flate,  but  with  an  unlawful  weapon. 
And  yet  how  few  controverfialifts  do  not  make  ufs 
of  this  weapon  when  they  can  lay  hold  of  it  * 
which  of  them  keep  themfelves  within  the  ftrict 
rules  of  pleadings  in  the  Areoper^iis  ! 

Another  ingenious  Writer  [^/J  is  much  offended 
■^\t.\i  our  Author's  fatire  on  the  depravity  of  man- 
kind, in  GuHlvers  Travels.  One  would  think  that 
he  who  could  1  ave  us  The  true  Ejlhr.nte  cf  Human 
Life,  in  which  Providence  is  concerned,  might  pafs 
the  account  of  Tht  E/fimate  of  Human  VirtutCy 
which  reflciSi;  chiefly  on  their  pollinbrs.  The  truth 
is,  both  of  them  had  their  gloomy  Thoughts,  and  bore 
the  weight  of  them  on  a  reflexion,  that  though 
Sorrow  endured  through  the  Night  of  their  ex- 
igence, yet  'Joy  -ivould  come  in  the  Mcrtiing  of  a 
better  ftate.  The  charge  againll  Sijuift  is  thus 
drawn  up  : 

**  Lucian  was,  at  fir  ft,  an  apprentice  to  a  ft.\- 
*'  tuary  ;  and  when  he  was  reflc<^led  on  as  fuch, 
"  by  being  called  Promcthus,  he  replied,  I  am  1/;- 
*'  deed  the  inventor  of  neiu  work  ^  the  model  of  whiih 
*'  /  oxjue  to  none ;  and^  if  I  do  not  execute  it  iveil,  I 
•*  deferve  to  he  torn  hy  twelve  vultursy  injlead  of  9He." 
"  If  fo,  O  Gulliver !  doft  thou  not  fhudder  at 
•*  thy  brother  Ludan'i  vulturs  hovering  over  thee  ? 
[d]  Conjt£h;rcs  on  Original  Compofioon,  p.  62,  *c. 

**  iihuddcr 
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**  Shudder  on  !  they  cannot  (hock  thee  more,  than 
**  decency  has  been  (hock'd  by  thee.  How  have 
*'  thy  Houyhnhnnn  thrown  thy  judgment  from  its 
*'  feat,  and  laid  thv  imajjination  in  the  mire  ?  In 
*'  what  ordure  haft  thou  dipt  thy  pencil  ?  What 
**  a  monder  haft  thou  made  of  the 
' '  Human  face  divine  ? 

**  This  writer  has  fo  fatirized  human  nature, 
**  as  to  give  a  demonftration  in  himfelf,  that  it  de- 
*'  ferves  to  be  fatirifed.  But,  fay  his  wholefale 
*'  admirers,  *'  Few  could  fo  have  written."  True  ; 
**  and  Fewer  v/ould.  If  it  required  great  abili- 
*'  ties  to  commit  the  fault,  greater  ftill  would 
*'  have  favcd  him  from  it.  But  whence  arife  fuch 
"  warm  advocates  for  fuch  a  performance  ?  From 
"  hence,  vi-z..  before  a  charafter  is  cftabliflied, 
"  merit  makes  fame  j  afterwards  fame  makes  me- 
*'  rit.  Stwift  is  not  commended  for  this  piece,  but 
*'  this  piece  for  Swft.  He  has  given  us  fomc 
*'  beauties  which  deferve  all  our  praifc  ;  and  our 
"  comfort  is,  that  his  faults  v/ill  not  become  com- 
*'  mon  ;  for  none  can  be  guilty  of  them,  but  who 
"  have  wit  as  well  as  reputation  to  fpare.  His  v/it 
•*  had  been  lefs  wild,  if  his  temper  had  not  joftlcd 
*'  his  judgment.  If  his  favourite  Houyhnhnnn 
"could  wri:c,  and  Swft  had  been  one  of  them, 
««  every  horfe  with  him  would  have  been  an  afs  ; 
**  and  he  would  have  written  a  panegyrick  on 
*'  mankind,  faddling  with  much  reproach  the  pre- 
•*  fent  heroes  of  his  pen  :  On  the  contrary,  being 
*'  born  amongft  men,  and,  of  confcquence,  piqued 

*'  by 
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•*  by  many,  and  pcevifh  at  more,  he  has  blaf- 
**  phcmed  a  nature  little  lower  than  that  of  an- 
*'  gels,  and  aflumcd  by  far  higher  than  they  :  But 
•'  furely  the  contempt  of  the  world  is  not  a  greater 
*'  virtue,  than  the  contempt  of  mankind  is  a  vice. 
**  Therefore  I  wonder  that,  though  forborn  by 
**  others,  the  laughter-loving  Swift  was  not  re- 
"  proved  by  the  venerable  Dean,  who  could  fome- 
•'  times  be  very  grave.  * 

*'  P'or  I  remember,  as  I  and  others  were  taking 
**  with  him  an  evening's  walk,  about  a  mile  out  of 
*'  Dublin,  he  ftopped  fhort ;  we  palled  on  ;  but 
*'  perceiving  that  he  did  not  follow  us,  I  went 
**  back,  and  found  him  fixed  as  a  rtatue,  and  ear- 
*'  neftly  gazing  upward  at  a  noble  elm,  which 
*'  in  its  uppcrmoft  branches  was  much  withered 
*'  and  decayed.  Pointing  at  it,  he  faid,  I Jhall 
**  he  like  that  tree  ;  /  Jhall  die  at  tap.  As  in  this 
"  he  feemed  to  prophefy  like  one  of  the  Sibyls  ; 
**  if,  like  one  of  them,  he  had  burnt  part  of  his 
*'  works,  efpccially  this  blalled  branch  of  a  noble 
**  genius,  like  her  too,  he  might  have  rifen  in  his 
*'  demand  for  the  reft." 

But,  whatever  maybe  thought  of  the  Dean  as  x 
a  Divine,  all  agree  in  their  elogium  of  him  as  a 
Writer. 


<( 


"  It  is  now   about  fifty  years  (faies  Bp.  Lovjth^ 
Gramm.  p.  iv.)  fmct  Dr.  Sivift  made  a   public 
*'  rcmonftrance,   addrcfTcd  to  the   Earl  of  Oxfordy 

*'  then 
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•*  then  Lord  Trcafurer,  of  the  imperfeJl  ftate  of 
•*  our  language  [d]  ;  alledging  in  particular,  that 
«*  in  many  inftanccs  it  offended  againft  every  part 
**  of  Grammar. — Siuift  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
**  been  a  good  judge  of  this  matter ;  to  which  he 
♦*  was  himfelf  very  attentive,  both  in  his  own 
'*  writings,  and  his  remarks  upon  thofc  of  his 
♦'  friends  :  he  is  one  of  the  moft  correS?^  and  per- 
**  haps  the  beft  of  our  Profe  Writers." 

**  The  writer,  who  gives  us  the  beft  idea  bf 
♦*  what  may  be  called  the  gcntccl  in  ftyle  and  man- 
**  ncr  of  WTiting,  is,  in  m.y  opinion,  my  Lord 
"  Shaftejbury.  Then  Mr.  Addifon  and  Dr.  Szvift." 
SheyiJIones    Rjjap    on  Men^   Manners^  and  Things, 

P-  175- 

"  Swift  in  poetry  defervcs  a  place,  fomcwhere 
•*  betwixt  Butler  and  Horace.  He  has  the  IVit  of 
♦'  the  former,  and  the  Gracrful  Negligence  wliich 
«*  we  find  in  the  latter's  epiftics  and  fatyrs."  Ibid, 
p.  205. 

\d\  Soc  .S-w'i/r'j  Letter  to  Lord  Oxford,  in  vsl.  iii. 
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